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OLD  MEXICO. 


OLD   MEXICO. 


BY  W^AT  OF  CUBA  AND  THE  &PANIBH  MAIK, 

I. 

Boom  !  Two  rnddy  old  castles  domineering  a  narrow 
harbor  entrance;  on  the  other  side  a  city,  gray,  warm- 
colored,  and  time-stained,  and  tlic  bolls  of  the  Church  of 
te  Angels  chiming  for  very  early  luoruing  service!  It 
was  Havana! 


I  began  this  journey  to  Old  Mexico  and  her  Lost 
Provinces  by  sailing  away  from  the  foot  of  Wall  Street, 
iafrt  River,  on  the  31&t  day  of  March,  1S81.  Some 
rould  have  begnn  it,  no  donbt,  by  taking  the  railroad 
our  Southern  confines,  and  sailing  by  the  steamers, 
mcdinm  size,  which  ply  from  New  Orleans,  (ralveston, 
id  Morgan  City — all  places  feeling  very  much  the  new 
multis  lately  given  to  Mexican  trade.  Others — and 
very  likely  they  conld  not  do  better — would  have  taken 
direct  the  excellent  Alexandre  Line,  which  carries  the 
mail  from  New  York,  calling  at  Havana,  Progreso,  Cam- 
peachy,  Frontei-a,  and  Vei'a  Cruz. 
Otiiers,  perchance,  more  adventni-ons,  and  fond  of  mix- 
as  much  hardship  as  possible  in  their  pleasure,  might 
se  crossed  the  frontier  at  Texas,  and,  the  new  railroads 
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being Tet  iiiV^pkhfed,  been  bumped  and  thumped  a  thou- 
iMftd  niiles  'to  the  capital  in  tlie  wretched  dlligeticiaB 
X^ftge-coaches)  of  tlie  country. 

I  did  none  of  these.  I  shall  not  be  guilty  of  the  ego- 
tism of  insisting  tiiat  I  did  atiy  better;  bnt  I  had  funned 
a  little  plan  of  infusing  variety  into  the  trip  without 
making  it  loo  onerous.  1  stood  boldly  upon  the  deck  of 
the  luxurious  steamer  NewjH)rt^  bound  for  Cuba  only. 
From  there  I  was  to  take  the  French  packet  making 
regular  trips  from  the  ports  of  St.  Nazaire  and  Santan- 
der  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  bringing  much  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  migration;  or  a  British  steamer  from  South- 
ampton, or  a  Spanish  one  from  Cadiz,  might  be  taken  iti 
the  same  way.  The  fare  by  any  and  all  of  the  direct 
eca  routes  is  about  tlie  same,  and  may  be  set  down 
roughly  at  ^85.00.  The  time  consumed,  where  all  con- 
nections are  expeditiously  made,  should  be  about  eleven 
days. 

n. 

There  was  no  uncontrollable  excitement  on  that 
3l6t  of  March  when  we  took  our  departure.  People  in 
the  great  tinancial  mart,  hurrying  about  their  stocks  and 
bonds,  even  blockaded  us  in  au  unthinking  way  bb  we 
came  down  to  the  steamer.  It  might  have  been  simply 
a  case  of  going  to  Europe,  or  anything  else  quite  usual 
and  of  little  import.  It  was,  instead,  a  case  of  going  to 
a  laud  remote  far  beyond  its  distance  in  miles;  shrouded 
in  an  atmosphere  of  mystery  and  danger;  little  travelled 
or  sought  for;  the  very  antipodes  of  our  own,  though 
adjoining  it;  venerable  with  age,  though  a  part  of  a 
new  world ;  and  said  to  have  been  suddenly  aw&kened 
from  slumber  by  tlic  first  touches  of  a  p]ienomen:d  nei 
development. 
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There  are  those  of  us  whose  conception  of  Mexico  has 
been  composed  principally  of  the  ctils  in  onr  early  scliool 
geography,  and  the  l)rief  telegrams  in  the  morning  papers 
Announcing  new  revolutions.  We  rest  satieticd  with  this 
kind  of  concept  abont  many  another  part  of  the  globe  as 
well  till  the  necessity  arrives  for  going  there  or  other- 
wise cleariiig  it  np.  I  saw,  I  think,  a  snow  volcano,  and 
:ring  of  donkeys,  conducted  by  a  broad-brim  hntted 
^asant  across  a  cactus -covered  ])liiin.  I  lieanl  din)ly 
ifrolftted  pistol-shots  tired  by  brigands,  and  liigh-8t>unding 
pTon\inciamento8  and  cruel  fusillades  accompanying  the 
overthrow  from  the  Presidency  of  Getieral  this  by  Gen- 
eral that,  wlio  wonld  be  served  in  the  siime  way  by  Gen- 
eral somebody  else  to-morrow.  To  this  slionld  be  added 
some  reminiscence  of  actions  in  the  Mexican  War,  and 
notiibly  the  portraits  of  General  Scott  and  bluff  old 
Ziichary  Taylor. 

To  this,  again,  I  would  add  fancies  of  buried  cities  in 
Central  America,  and  of  Aztec  antiquity,  and  the  valor 
and  astateneas  of  Hernando  Cortez  and  his  cavaliers,  re- 
maining from  Pi-escott's  history  of  the  Conquest.  One 
of  the  most  captivating  of  volumes,  this  had  seemed  al- 
most mythical  in  its  remoteness;  and  as  to  the  idea  of 
actually  verifying  its  scones  in  person,  it  was  beyond  the 
wildest  imagination. 


But  now  all  at  once  this  uncertain  territory  had  be- 
eorne  real.  The  railroad  had  penetrated  it,  and  made  it 
accessible  to  tlie  average  private  citizen.  Not  that  it 
could  yet  bo  reached  by  railway,  for  the  first  international 
line  is  still  incomplete,  though  its  termination  is  near 
at  hand ;  but  a  multitude  of  lines,  undertaken  by  Amer- 
ican capital  and  enterprise,  and  aided  by  a  Government 
of  liberal  ideas,  were  traced  over  every  part  of  the  land, 
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And  some  of  them  in  progress.  The  locomotive  screamed 
along-side  the  troops  of  laden  donkeys  and  in  eight  of 
the  snow  Viilcanoes.  Even  the  brigands  were  said  to 
have  been  dislodged  from  their  fastnesses,  the  revolutions 
had  ceasfd,  nnd  a  reign  of  peace  and  secnrity  begun. 

Morneiitona  rumors  from  these  new  enterprises  were 
frequent  in  tiie  newspapers,  and  predictions  indulged  in 
of  the  great  increase  of  trade  and  population  to  result 
to  Mexico  by  thenu  General  Grant,  to  whose  personal 
influence  much  of  the  turning  of  pnhlie  attention  in  this 
Quwonted  direction,  after  his  first  visit,  should  certainly 
be  ascribed,  ijad  taken  the  presidency  of  one  of  them. 
Their  stocks  and  bonds  were  being  prepared  in  Ijank- 
parlors,  but  as  yet  there  was  no  **  booiUj"  little  that  was 
overt. 


III. 

I  did  not  qnito  know,  when  standing  on  the  deck  of  the 
departing  steamer,  that  I  was  to  return  to  this  dense  New 
York,  with  its  tall  towers  and  [uaiisurds  and  fairy-like 
bridge,  from  the  other  side  of  the  world.  This  journey 
lengthened  out  into  a  long,  desultory  ramble,  beginning 
with  Cuba,  and,  after  Mexico,  concluding  with  the  most 
remote,  novel,  and  characteristic  of  our  own  possessions 
on  tlic  Pacific  slope.  There  is  unity  of  sul)ject,  and  even 
a  certain  pathos,  in  tlie  recollection  that  tliis  latter  was 
once  Mexican  territory  also.  Its  most  obvious  basis  of 
life  is  still  Spanish,  and  it  nmy  be  sentimentally  consid- 
ered a  kind  of  Alsace-I-orraine — a  pnrt  of  the  sister  re- 
public when  it  was  well-nigh  as  largo  and  powerful  as 
ourselves. 

It  was  naturally  cold  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  and 
blustering  weather  followed  us  down  the  coast  as  far 
as  it  dared.     Then  I  awoke  one  morning  early,  at  the 
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looking  craft,  ^vitll  raking  masU,^*  which  used  to  etcal 
from  sheltered  covei-s  to  plunder  rich  galleons,  had  many 
such  ditys  for  their  occopation,  it  was,  so  far  at  least,  an 
enviable  one.  ^^ 

We  had  on  board  a  Cuban  who  had  married  a  Conne^^^ 
icut  wife,  and  lived  so  long  in  a  Connecticut  village  that 
he  had  a  kind  of  Connecticut  accent  himself,  and  he  wa« 
taking  his  wife  to  see  his  family,  where,  no  doubt,  niucl 
astunishtnent  awaited  her. 

The  captain,  a  merry  and  entertaining  soul,  had  prom- 
ised us,  for  our  last  day's  dinner,  a  baked  ice-cream.  He 
endeavored  to  get  up  bets  on  the  improbability  of  his 
being  able  to  accomplish  it;  but  there,  sure  enough,  it 
was,  and  doubters  were  put  to  scorn.  Tliere  was  a  form 
of  ice-cream,  frozen  liard  and  lirm,  and  a  crust  over  it, 
brown  and  smoking — a  dish,  as  it  were,  typical  of  our 
situation,  as  a  hardy  Northern  element  in  tlie  embrace  of 
the  troj>ic3.  Nut  to  continue  the  n)ystery  of  it,  and  as  au 
eaniest  tiiat  there  shall  be  no  "tales  of  a  traveller"  in 
this  record  winch  are  not  strictly  true,  let  it  be  explained 
that  the  ice  had  been  covered  with  a  light  froth  of  white 
of  eg^^  which  was  rapidly  browned  and  scorched  at  the 
cook's  galley  before  the  interior  had  time  to  be  dissolved. 


IT. 

And  so,  as  1  say,  two  nidily  stone  castles,  full  of  green 
old  bronze  guns  (we  found  that  out  afterward),  looking 
down  upon  a  narrow  harbor-entrance;  and  it  was  Ha- 
vana I 

It  was  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  April  on  which  we 
entered  it.  We  steamed  up  the  strait  to  where  it  widens 
out  into  a  basin,  made  fast  to  a  buoy,  and  had  our  first 
glimpse  of   cocoa-pahiis,  growing,  unfortunately,  around 
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a  clDfiter  of  coAling-sbeds.  Some  Larbor  boats  took  ub 
ashore.  We  landed  at  broad  stone  steps  pervaded  by 
smells,  passed  into  tlio  Custoin-lionse  (whicli  had  been 
an  old  coDveut),  and  out  of  it  into  paved  lanes  full  of 
donkeys,  negroes,  6oIdiei*s,  sellers  of  fruits  and  lottery- 
tickets,  engaged  in  transactions  in  a  debased  factional 
currency.  The  money  of  the  debt-ridden  island  is  tlmt 
of  onr  "sliin-plaster"  war  |>eriod,  of  unhappy  memory.  A 
ran  pie  of  boiled  eggs  in  a  eomtnon  restaurant  cost  forty 
cents;  a  ride  in  a  horse-car,  thirty-tive.  The  wages  of  a 
minor  clerk  at  the  same  time  were  but  ^30  or  %¥)  a 
month.  How  does  he  niiikc  ends  meet  and  provide  for 
his  foture?  lie  buys  regularly  a  certain  amount  of 
bopo  jn  the  Government  lottery.  "A  demoralizing  sys- 
tem indeed !"  I  said,  as  I  frowned  over  the  wares  of  a 
dealer  who  had  lust  a  leg  in  the  insurrection.  1  think 
it  was  No.  11,014  I  bought,  however,  in  a  grand  extra 
drawing,  the  tirst  prize  of  which  M*as  to  be  a  milliony  in 
paper.  I  trust  the  gentle  reader  will  feel  that  I  repented 
when  I  heard  the  result,  some  months  after,  in  Mexico, 
and  that  I  should  have  tried  jnst  as  hard  to  repent  had 
I  won. 

The  Ilavanese  were  exercised  just  then  over  the  dis- 
covery of  great  frauds  in  their  Marino  Department. 
Forty  milIior»  dollars  had  been  stolen,  by  collusion  be- 
tween contractors  and  the  commissariat,  since  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion  in  1S68.  The  Morro  Cnstle  was 
full  of  prisonei's  of  distinction — officers,  marquises,  and 
counts,  of  the  sugar  aristocracy  of  the  inland,  and  Old 
Spain — awaiting  their  trial  by  court-martial.  The  prin- 
cipal  operator,  one   Antonio   Gassol,  had  already    been 

Titenced  to  two  years^  coniiuenient  and  the  restitution 
[of  A  million  of  his  ill-gotten  gains. 

The  Calk  of  not  a  few  intelligent  persons  was,  that  the 
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ten  years*  insurrection  liad  been  purposely  kept  alive  by 
rings  of  contractors  for  purposes  of  spoliation,  and  by 
ambition  for  military  advancenient.  Dulce,  tliey  said — 
going  throngii  the  liet  of  Cnptains-General — had  married 
a  Cuban  wife,  and  was  secretly  a  traitor;  De  Hodas,  when 
asked  for  re-enforconients  at  a  certain  place,  withdrew  a 
portion  of  the  troops  already  there;  Pieltan  was  occu- 
pied in  intriguing  for  the  republican  cause  in  Spain, 
and  the  easy-going  Concha  for  the  cause  of  King  Alfonso. 
Finally,  Martinez  Campos  and  Jovellar  were  sent  out, 
and,  yielding  to  the  demand  of  the  universal  weariness, 
by  a  little  display  of  vigor,  the  one  in  the  cabinet,  the 
other  in  tlic  field,  made  an  end  of  the  languishing 
struggle. 

This  may  have  been,  however,  merely  the  story  of  the 
discontented,  which  slionld  be  taken  witli  a  grain  of  salt. 
It  is  true,  on  the  one  hand,  that  tlie  area  of  the  island  is 
not  great,  and  the  despatch  of  forces  from  Spain  easy ;  the 
insurgents  never  held  a  town,  and  received  no  aid  worth 
mentioning  from  without.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
were  no  railroads  of  consequence,  the  ordinary  roads  were 
wretched,  and  there  was  the  wild  manlguay  as  it  is  called, 
half  forest,  half  swflmp,  with  which  a  good  part  of  the 
island  has  abounded  from  the  date  of  Cliristopher  Co- 
lumbus down.  It  was  in  the  manigua  that  the  insur- 
gents found  refuge  from  pursuit. 


It  so  Iiappened  that  the  VilU  de  Brest  was  delayed  in 
her  coming,  and  I  had  six  or  seven  days  of  leisure  in 
the  island.  I  employed  part  of  it  in  a  rnn  down  to  Ma- 
tanzas,  the  second  city,  I  saw  on  the  way  the  manigua^ 
which   is   sentimentally   pretty,  from    a    distance,  with 
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iniisses  of  laurel,  cypress,  and  graceful  palms;  bnt  within 
it  is  a  tliicket  of  intertwisted  cactns,  tliorns,  and  creep- 
ers, through  wliieli  u  waj  must  be  upened  witli  the  ma- 
cliete^  a  formidable  half  knife,  lialf  cleaver,  carried  by  the 
peasanta  for  general  uscji  on  the  plantations,  and  which 
served  also  as  their  weapon  in  tiic  strife. 

Tliere  was  an  International  Exhibition  in  progress  at 
MatanzAB,  easily  rivalled  by  almost  any  American  county 
fair.  Tlie  railway  ride  of  three  hours  and  a  lialf  by  a 
rain-dhackle  train,  run  by  a  Chinese  engineer,  was  Jjot  and 
dosty,  bat  how  well  repaid  by  the  tirst  deep  dranghla  of 
satisfaction  in  understunding  at  lust  the  heart  of  a  tro[>- 
ical  country!  There  was  the  thatched  cabin,  shaded  by 
the  broad-leafed  banana.  It  was  like  ^*  Paul  and  Vir- 
ginia," Where  was  the  faltlifni  negro  Domingo 2  Tlie 
hedges  were  of  cactus  and  dwarf  jiine-apple.  There  were 
groves  of  cocoji-nuta  like  apple-orchards  with  us,  and  un- 
known fruits  too  numerous  to  mention.  It  was  as  if  each 
peasant  proprietor  had  cultivated  a  gigantic  conserva- 
VoTjy  and  were  indnlging  himself  in  the  luxuries  of  life 
in  consideration  of  foregoing  its  necessities. 

Matanzas  was  dull,  even  with  its  Exposition,  a  pretty 
phiza,  and  the  memory  of  a  locally  immortal  poet,  Mi- 
lancS)  of  whom  a  tablet  in  a  wall  testified  that  lie  was 
born  and  died  in  a  certain  lionse.  I  looked  into  his 
works  at  a  bookstall.  He  wrote  on  "Tears,"  "  Tlie  Sea,'* 
"Spring  and  Love,"'  "The  Fall  of  the  Leaves,"  "To 
r»la,-*  and  "A  Coqnette.'-  "Your mother  little  thought, 
when  she  held  you  an  infant  in  licr  arms,"  he  says,  In 
substance,  to  the  coquette,  "of  what  wiles  and  pertidies 
yoQ  would  be  capable.  Tonr  beauteous  aspect  will  in 
time  fade  away,  and  what  remorseful  memories  will 
yon  not  then  have  to  look  back  upon!" 

With  this  dip  into  the  poetic  inspiration  of  the  heart 
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of  the  island  of  Cuba  let  tne  take  the  train  back  to 
town,  having  uiade  a  beginning  of  the  discovery  that  a 
glib  rhyming  talent — and  facility  in  speech-making  as 
well — is  common  among  the  Spanish-Americans. 

I  visited  a  sugar  plantation,  where  the  negro  slaves, 
swarming  out  of  a  great  stone  barracks — the  men  in  rag- 
ged cofFec-sacks,  the  women  in  bright  calicoes — were  as 
wild  and  uncouth  as  if  just  from  the  Congo.  Next  I 
went  to  the  batliing  suburb  of  Chorrera,  where  there  is 
a  battered  old  fort  that  Las  done  service  against  the  pi- 
rates, attd  where  the  AmericaD  game  of  base- ball  has 
been  acclimated. 


VI. 

Havana  was  gay  with  parks,  opera-liouees,  clubs, and  mil- 
itary music.  Awnings  wei*e  stretched  completely  across 
the  two  narrow  streets  of  principal  shops.  Bright 
tinting  of  the  modern  walls  contrasted  with  a  gray  old 
roooeo  architecture.  An  interior  court  of  my  hotel  was 
colored  of  so  pure  an  azure  that  it  was  puzzling  at  the 
firet  glance  to  say  where  the  sky  began  and  the  wall 
ended.  The  more  important  mansions  were  of  a  size 
and  etateline»s  within  which  is  probably  nowhere  sur- 
pnssodf  hut  neither  in  them  nor  the  shabby  little  attempt 
at  a  gallery  were  there  any  pictures  worthy  of  the  name. 

*' Yon  will  find  all  that — the  treasures  of  art — in  Mex- 
icoV  the  Kavanese  say.  "Yes  indeed!  that  is  the  place 
for  them." 

They  speak  with  great  rc&pect  of  Mexico,  with  which, 
perhaps,  they  have  no  very  intimate  pereonal  acquaint- 
ance. Up  to  the  independence  of  the  latter,  in  1S21,  it 
was  the  richest  and  greatest  of  all  the  Spanish  posses- 
sions; and  Cuba,  made  more  important  in  its  turn  by  this 
independence,  was  hnt  a  etopping-place  on  the  way  to  it. 
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It  is  worth  while  to  have  seen  Havana  and  Cuba  as  a 
preliminary  to  Mexico.  The  Spanish  tradition  pervading 
both  ia  the  game,  with  local  moditications.  It  was  here, 
toOf  that  Hernando  Cortcz  prepared  his  iin mortal  expe- 
dition of  discovery  and  conquest.  Since  I  am  preparing 
my  own,  to  follow  over  exactly  the  same  course,  why 
should  1  repine  that  the  Ville  dc  Iirt\Hi  is  a  day  or  two 
longer  in  coining? 

He  was  a  wild  young  fellow  in  the  island  in  early 
days,  this  Cortez,  his  chroniclers  say,  and  gave  little 
promise  of  the  great  qualities  he  developed  in  the  enter- 
prise which  steadied  him.  The  shilly-shally  V^elasqnez 
woald  have  stopped  tlie  sailing  of  his  expedition  and 
thrown  him  into  j>rison,  but  he  dropped  down  the  harbor 
before  his  preparations  were  Iialf  ooiiiplcted  and  finished 
thera  elsewliere.  He  pnt  to  sea  at  last,  with  iive  hniidred 
and  tifty  men,  in  nine  small  vessels,  to  nn<ierlalve  the  con- 
quest of  an  empire  teeming  with  inillions.  The  largest 
of  his  vessels  was  of  a  hundred  tons,  and  some  were  mere 
open  boats.  In  these  he  conveyed,  too,  sixteen  horses, 
which  cost  him,  it  is  said  of  them,  "inexpressibly  dear." 

We  make  a  boast  of  our  hardiliood  sometimes,  yet 
grumble  at  sea-sickness,  delays,  the  ordinary  mischances 
of  tho  traveller.  But  think  of  it!  To  set  out  in  such  a 
fuhion,  without  steam,  without  charts,  subject  to  every 
bodily  ill  for  which  modern  science  has  found  a  remedy, 
and  carrying  your  iioraes,  worth  well-nigh  their  weiglit  in 
gold,  to  proceed  against  an  unknown  empire!  Why,  we 
do  not  know  the  first  principles  of  boldness ! 


VII. 


At  last,  on  the  11th  of  April,  the  VUle  de  Brest  came 
in.  And   went  out  again   on  the  same  day.     She  waa  a 
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Steady -going,  hourgeoMook'ing  craft,  ns  compared  with 
the  elegant  Atucrican  eteamcr,  and  showed  trneos  of  hard 
knocka  in  her  h>ng,  plodding  journey  of  twenty  days  to 
tliis  point.  She  treated  us  well  enongh.  Iiowever,  and 
presented  the  novelty  of  surroundings  for  w*hich  I  had 
come  aboard.  Tliere  was  a  little,  gold-laced  captain,  and 
tlie  crew  wore  white  canvas  hats  and  snits  of  two  shades 
of  blue  cotton,  as  if  equipped  for  sonic  charming  nautical 
opera.  I  believe  I  was  the  only  English-speaking  passen- 
ger; and  as  it  has  never  been  known  to  occur  to  a  for- 
eigner to  practise  his  English,  it  was  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  practising  tlie  languages  likely  to  be  needed 
in  the  new  country. 

There  was  a  young  Frenchman  who  had  been  back  to 
his  own  country  to  marry  a  wife,  and  brought  her  witli 
him.  There  was  a  French  engineer  coming  to  report 
for  principals  in  Paris  on  Mexican  mines;  an  agent  of 
a  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  natiorial  bank.  A 
young  Italian  of  Xovara,  who  had  "Student"  printed  on 
his  visiting-card,  had  secured  an  engagement  as  clerk  in 
the  capital  for  three  years.  An  elderly  Spaniard  was 
coming  over  to  look  into  the  subject  of  forgotten  heri- 
tages;  another  liad  obtained  a  position  in  the  mines  at 
Guanajuato.  There  were  •commercial  luen,  and  a  well- 
to-do  Mexican  family,  returning  from  their  travels,  with 
a  son  who  had  studied  law  at  a  S[>anir*li  university. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  call  this  Ixttly  of  water — made 
np  of  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico — Uxe 
Columbian  Sea,  in  compliment  to  sadly-neglected  Colum- 
bus; and  it  seems  a  good  idea,  but  it  will  hardly  now  be 
carried  out.  My  predecessors  have  seen  many  an  inter- 
esting sight  (in  this  tropical  old  Spanisli  Main,  the  source, 
too,  of  that  greatest  of  natural  mysteries,  tlie  Gulf  Stream. 
But  tliese  must  have  been  in  times  long  gone  by.     In  the 
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day  of  eteam,  with  the  swift  prow  always  in  motion,  the 
ocean  is  vacant.  There  is  no  catching  of  sharks  and  dol- 
phioa,  hardly  even  a  covey  of  flying-tisb.  Those  things 
were  for  the  long,  lazy  periods  of  calm,  when  the  deni- 
zens of  the  deep  giithered  curiously  around  the  craft  half 
quiescent  among  them. 

One  of  luy  predecessors  in  1830 — Madame  Calderon 
de  la  Bflrca«  whose  book  on  Mexico  remains  full  of  inter- 
est still — was  twenty-tive  days  making  the  voyage  from 
Havana  to  Vera  Cruz.  She  saw,  too,  as  she  approached, 
the  snuw-clad  peaks  of  Orizaba  and  the  Cofre  of  Perote, 
thirty  leagues  inland.  We  saw  nothing  of  these.  The 
sky  was  of  an  opaque  gray  above  low  sand-hills,  on  which 
a  white  surf  was  tumbling.  We  made  our  transit  in 
three  days,  including  some  stoppage  by  a  "norther/* 
The  norther  is  of  peculiar  moment  to  the  Mexican  har- 
bors of  the  eastern  coast;  they  are  little  more  than  open 
roadsteads,  and  when  it  blows  they  cannot  be  entered. 


16  0U>  MMXWO  ASD  HJ£R  LOUT  PROVINVES, 


II. 

VERA  CRUZ. 

I. 

The  sea  of  the  Bubsiding  "norther"  was  still  rnnDing 
heavily  toward  Vei*a  Cruz,  as  if  it  would  overwhelm  it. 
It  was  a  little  Venice  that  we  saw  when  we  came  to  it. 
A  half-milo  or  so  of  buildings,  compact  and  solid,  with 
blackened  old  rococo  domes  and  steeples ;  yellow  for  the 
most  part,  scarlet,  pink,  green,  and  blue,  in  patches;  a 
stone  landing-quay,  and  a  long,  light  iron  pier  projecting 
from  it  At  the  end  of  the  pier  from  a  crane  hung  an 
iron  hook,  and  to  this  the  imagination  instantly  hooked 
on.  It  was  the  termination  of  the  English  railway  to 
the  capital.  By  that  road,  with  all  possible  expedition, 
wo  slioiild  bo  borne  up  out  of  the  miasmatic  lands  of 
the  coast  —  the  over-luxuriant  Tierra  Calie^ite  —  to  the 
wonders  of  the  interior. 

To  the  left  a  reddish  castellated  fort.  No  suburbs — not 
a  sign  of  them — o\\\y  long,  dreary  stretches  of  sand.  Very 
far  down  on  the  sand,  with  the  sea  breaking  white  over 
her,  was  the  English  steamer  Chrysolite^  dragged  from 
her  moorings  by  the  gale  and  \vrecked.  We  came  in  at 
evening,  and  joined  ourselves  to  a  little  cluster  of  steam- 
ers and  sailing-vessels  made  fast  to  buoys  under  the  lee 
of  a  coral  reef,  on  which  stands  the  disreputable  old  cas- 
tle of  San  Juan  d'Ulloa.  It  is  whitewashed  in  part,  and 
partly  as  blackened  by  time  and  powder  as  the  reef  itself. 
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A  revolving  lantern  moved  ronnd  on  its  snmmit.  It  was 
told  to  tlie  confidin*;  that  the  Government  kept  prJBoners 
there  to  turn  it;  and  x\\ey  were  instructed  to  look  for 
their  dark,  Aitting  forms  and  hear  their  lugnbrious  cries. 
We  heard  all  niglit,  at  any  rate,  the  creaking  of  the  pntnps 
of  an  Aniericaii  bark  along-side,  which  had  come  disabled 
into  jKjrt,  with  a  freight  of  logs  from  Alvarado,  and  could 
barely  keep  afloat. 

It  so  Imppened  that  it  was  the  anniversary  of  the  arri- 
val of  Cortez,  in  the  year  1519.  He  had  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday  of  Holy  Week,  and  so  had  L  It 
was  on  the  morning  of  Good  Friday  that  I  went  ashore. 
We  were  taken  off  in  small  boats,  and  our  ship  unloaded 
by  lighters,  for  there  is  not  one  of  these  Mexican  harbors 
where  a  ship  can  lie  up  to  a  wharf  in  safety. 

More  than  the  usual  ctubarrunsmonts  await  the  ordi- 
nary traveller  on  the  quay  at  Vera  Cruz,  by  so  much  as 
he  is  apt  to  know  less  of  Spanish  than  of  French  —  in 
which  most  of  the  dearly-bought  early  foreign  experience 
is  acquired — and  nobody  will  tell  him  the  truth.  Let  it 
be  tixcd  in  mind  that  but  one  train  a  day  starts  for  the 
capital^and  this  at  eleven  at  night.  The  designing  by- 
standers make  you  take  your  baggage  to  a  hotel,  pmtend- 
ing  that  no  other  course  is  possible.  Take  it,  instead,  to 
the  depot  at  once  and  get  rid  of  it,  and  then  see  tlie  town. 

For  the  town  is  by  all  means  to  be  seen.  One  had 
not  expected  much  of  a  place  the  reputed  home  of  pesti- 
lence, and  I  shall  not  advise  a  lengthened  stay;  but,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  picturesque,  it  has  some  pleasant 
Burprises. 

Founded  by  the  Count  de  Monterey  in  the  early  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century — for  it  is  not  quite  the  site 
of  the  original  Vera  Cruz  of  Cortez,  which  was  above — 
it  has  now  attained  a  population  of  about  seventeen  thou- 
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ind.     The  principal  shops  had  a  large,  well-furnished 

ipect,  especially  those  in  groceries  and  heavy  hardware. 

*he  CuBtoin-Iiouae  square  was  piled   to   repletion  with 

Uiled   of  cotton,  railroad   iron,  and  niiHcellaneous  goodd 

Lwaiting  transit 

1  walked,  the  very  first  thing,  into  a  large,  cool  public 
library,  which  had  once  been  a  convent.  It  was  not  much 
public  library,  tlie  books  being  few,  and  to  a  certain 
:tont  bound  in  vellum,  as  if  they  too  had  belonged  to 
ftlie  convent;  but  it  was  public,  and  what  one  did  not 
I  expect. 

The  churches  were  of  a  well-proportioned,  solid,  gran- 
IdiuBc,  rococo  architecture,  and  had  charming  bells.  The 
princi{)al  one,  in  a  little  shaded  plaza,  liad  its  dome  en- 
crusted with  colored  china  tilos,  which  shone  in  the  sun 
—a  feature  waiting  in  plenty  farther  on.  They  were 
draped  in  black,  and  crowded  with  worshippers  to-day, 
ind  abounded  in  strange  figures  of  bleeding  Christs,  with 
other  evidences  of  a  florid  form  of  devotion. 

Grass  grew  in  joints  of  the  pavement  in  the  minor 
•Irette,  as  I  had  seen  it,  for  instance,  in  some  sucli  place 
aiiM«i)tua.  Long  water-spouts  project  from  the  lops  of 
the  flat-roofed  wliite  and  yellow  houses,  and  upon  those 
*it  the  solemn  zopilotes.  AH  the  world  knows  that  the 
*ta*et-cleaniug  of  Vera  Cruz  is  conducted  by  the  ravens, 
o*"  buKzards ;  but  all  the  world  diK'S  not  know  with  what 
■  dignity  these  large  zopilotes,  of  a  glossy  blackness,  often 
pOf!c  themselves  immovably  on  the  eaves  agaitiHt  the  deep 
Woe  sky.  They  might  be  carved  there  for  ornament. 
)y  a  street  cleaning  department  is  at  least  less  sculpt- 
[ue,  and  perhaps  less  efficient. 
Tlie  principal  thoroughfare,  called  of  the  Indepen- 
dence, leads  t(»  a  short,  concrete-covered  promenade,  bor- 
tcred  with  benches  and  a  double  row  of  cocoanut-palms, 
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and  this  to  tlio  open  country.  It  is  an  early  discovery 
that  tiie  Mexican  ib  patriotic.  He  is  fond  of  naming  liia 
streets  and  squares  after  his  military  achievements,  and 
particularly  the  Cinco  de  Mayo  (the  Fifth  of  May).  We 
sliall  iiear  plenty  more  of  it,  thiij  Cinco  de  Mayo.  It  was 
won  at  Puebla  over  the  French,  in  1802.  He  attflclies 
also  to  cities  the  names  of  hi&  heroes.  Thus  Vera  Crnz 
itself  is  Vera  Crnz  of  Llave,  a  general  and  governor; 
Onxnca,  Oaxaca  of  Juarez,  the  sagacrous  President;  and 
Fncbla,  Puebla  of  S^migoza,  its  commandant  ou  the 
5tli  of  Miiy  above-named. 

There  were  notices  of  a  bull-fight  posted  on  the  dead 
walls.  Nearly  all  typical  notes  are  strnck  at  once — plaza, 
Renaissance  churches,  patriotism,  bull-fight,  and  tropical 
vegetation.  I  took  a  tram-car  of  a  peculiarj  wide,  open 
pattern  (made,  however,  in  New  York)  out  to  the  open 
fields,  and  saw  a  dancing-place,  a  ball-ground,  and  the 
dark,  heavily  walled-in  cemetery. 

The  road  to  this  latter  should  not  bo  grass-grown,  if 
half  the  talcs  of  dread  told  abroad  be  true.  And  yet 
there  are  apologists  even  fur  tlie  yellow-fevcr,  or  rather 
those  who  any  that  its  ravages  are  greatly  magnified. 

1  fell  in  with  tiie  Yankee  captain  of  the  disabled  bark 
which  had  lain  by  us  during  the  night,  lie  was  sitting 
on  ft  low  stone  post  at  a  street. corner,  and  was  half  dis- 
consolate, half  desperate,  t)y  turns.  He  could  find  no  dry- 
dock  in  which  to  lie  up  for  repairs;  and  he  could  get  no 
steam-pump,  by  the  aid  of  which  he  might  have  kept  on 
his  way.  Ho  was  condemned  to  see  his  venture  sold  for 
a  song,  for  want  of  means  to  save  it. 

If  little,  as  I  say,  was  expected  from  the  land  at  this 
place,  a  good  deal,  on  the  other  hand,  was  expected  from 
the  water,  at  an  ancient  port,  the  New  York  of  Mexico, 
receiving  nine-tenths  of  the  commerce  of  a  nation  of  ten 
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tnillioii  people.  But  not  a  year  passes  without  a  nnru- 
\r  of  disasters,  which  has  led  the  nnderwriters  to  make 
leir  rifiktf  to  Vein  Cruz  alx)ut  dve  times  higher  than  to 
I06t  Other  ports.  Tlio  aggregate  of  these  losses  for  a 
ief  time  would  pay  the  cost  of  works  needed  to  make 

inhospitable  roadstead  a  harhor. 
A  few  rudimentary  prepnnitiotia  are  absolutely  neces- 
\rj  before  Mexico  can  enter  upon  the  expected  period 
prosperity,  and  the  creation  of  harbors  in  some  degree 
miinensurate  with  the  new  transportation  facilities  is 
10  of  them.     A  breakwater  plan  will,  no  doubt,  have  to 
adopted  like  that  so  much  in  use  on  our  great  lakes 
Ind  the  Channel  ports  of  Ein*opc.     It  was  of  interest  to 
Wr,  during  my  stay  in  the  country,  that  this  need  had 
iniprcssed  itself  upon  tlie  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz  and 
Tmnpico^  and  that  they  had  taken  the  step  of  counsel- 
ling on  what  was  best  to  be  done  with  the  American 
engineer,  Captain  Eads,  who  was  engaged  in  his  unique 
^lieuie  of  a  ship   railway   across   the   Isthmus   of  Te- 
'luantepec. 

11. 

I  Iiad  the  pleasure  of  spending  the  evening,  pending 
^c  liepartui'c  of  the  train,  in  a  large,  cool,  roomy  house, 
*ith  the  American  consul.  He  had  been  a  resident  for 
twelve  years,  and  had  brought  up  a  family  of  daughter 
here.  Jt  did  not  seem,  at  first  sight,  an  attractive  place 
inwiiich  to  bring  up  a  family;  but  they  saw  a  good  deal 
of  company  from  the  ships  in  port,  took  an  occjifiional 
rti'i  to  the  wipiial,  tir  a  vacalioii  at  Jalapa  or  Cordova, 
Above  the  danger-line,  and  seemed  well  content. 

The  consul  was  himself  a  physician,  and  had  much  to 
ay  on  the  suhjV-ct  of  the  yellow-fever,  lie  insisted  that  it 
ifu  epidemic,  nut  not  contagious.     The  local  authorities 
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put  atHicted  patients  in  thoir  hospitals  along-side  others 
Biiflfering  from  ordinary  sickness,  and  these  hitter  do  not 
take  it. 

"  Great  damage,"  he  said,  "  is  done  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  both  coinitries  by  the  annoying  restrictions 
of  quarantine  arising  from  tliis  cause.  There  is  no  more 
need  of  quarantine  against  yellow-fever  than  against  com- 
mon fever  and  ague,  since  it  cannot  be  transmitted.^' 

He  quoted  eminent  medical  authority  at  Now  Orleans 
aa  sharing  liis  views.  From  which  it  would  seem  that  the 
subject  is  worth  careful  looking  into  from  official  sonrces, 
in  order  that,  if  there  bo  a  mere  popular  delusion,  it  may 
be  dispelled.  As  I  write  the  Mexican  Government  has 
jnat  granted  authority  to  the  steamer  line  which  earn'ee 
tlie  mail  into  New  Orleans  to  reduce  the  number  of  its 
trips  to  one  each  month  during  the  quarantine,  increase 
its  freigiit  and  passenger  rates  tifty  per  cent.,  and,  if  the 
traffic  does  not  pay  even  ander  the  increase,  to  abandon 
it  entirely. 

The  consul,  in  conclnsion,  had  known  but  one  country- 
man of  ours  to  die  of  it  during  his  stay,  and  only  a  few 
to  be  attacked.  I  may  say,  however,  that  the  consul  suc- 
ceeding this  one — wlio  has  since  gone  away — arrived  fresJi 
from  Minnesota,  and  died  at  his  post  within  a  week. 

Another  interesting  subject  of  talk  with  ttie  consul 
was  the  tariff  laws  and  the  usages  of  the  port  of  entry, 
natumlly  of  leading  imjvortancc  here.  Tlie  tariff  system, 
based  on  an  original  law  of  1872,  has  been  greatly  tam- 
pered with  since,  and  is  in  a  confused  state;  so  that,  with 
the  best  intentions,  importers  are  apt  to  be  visited  with 
doable  duties,  fines,  detentions  of  goods,  and  law-snits.! 
There  are  some  three  Inindred  and  seventy-eight  articles 
in  the  specified  list.  New  articles  are  cliarged  for  after 
the  manner  of  those  which  they  resemble.     Thus,  when 
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J  Uic  article  of  celluloid  was  first  introdnced  there  was 
k^oabt  wOietlier  it  ouglit  to  bo  taxed  tweiitv-"i"c  cents  a 
^^■ilogram  as  bone,  ur  $2.20  u  ki1o*^rain  as  ivitry,  and  the 
^Bjecuion  was  finallj  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
^^  The  mercljant  must  use  the  names  employed  in  tlie 
country.  Tims,  our  **mus!in"  should  he  merely  ''shirt- 
ing" or  "calico;"  while  what  is  uuder&tood  here  by  nius- 
iin  i*  really  lawn^  taxed  twice  ae  mnch.  The  least  vana- 
^tion  in  a  label  or  form  of  package  is  visited  with  penal- 
tiee.  Storage  in  the  warehouses,  too,  is  estimated,  not  by 
le  space  occupied,  but  by  the  package,  which  is  a  hard- 
lip.  A  case  is  told  of  where  ordinary  anjenU'.  liooks- 
d-cyes,  whieli  should  pay  nineteen  cents  a  kilogram, 
!re  charged  for  aa  "plated  silver,"  which  pays  ?1.15, 
md  then  a  double  duty  imposed  for  "false  declaration," 
taking  the  total  $2.30  a  kilogram.  As  a  rule,  a  "  vent- 
ire"  is  not  a  enccess.  The  laws,  framed  with  excessive 
iverity  against  contrabandists,  whom  they  often  fail  to 
Teach,  afflict  well-meaning  pereons.  They  make  the  con- 
aignce  of  goods  subject  to  all  the  penalties;  and  njuny 
o{  these  latter  are  afraid  to  touch,  without  the  most  am- 
ple guarantees,  consignnicnt.8  of  goods  whieh  they  have 
tiot  specitically  ordered.  The  Germans  succeed  best  in 
tiiis  traffic,  through  their  painstaking  attention  to  the 
Jocal  requirements. 

"I  will  tell  you  a  story/*  said  the  consul,  "of  an  nn- 
luckj^  fellow  who  came  here  from  England  with  a  small 
^«niure  of  fancy  goods,  part  free  of  duty.  The  whole 
*^^  him  originally  $1200;  and  lie  had  consulted  the 
Mexican  consal  at  fJverpool,  and  thought  ho  know  what 
"'  Wis  about.  When  he  got  through  the  Custom-house 
bis  total  charges  and  tines  had  amounted  to  ?2S50.  lie 
^^^  big  Ktock  for  )$2O'">0,  and  borrowed  money  to  pay  the 
difference  and  get  out  of  the  country." 
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There  is  but  one  tniin  a  day,  each  way,  on  the  English 
railway,  and  the  journey  ocenpies  twenty  hours.  The 
road  itj  n  great  piece  of  ongiiieeriiig,  and  has  been  de- 
scribed more  than  anything  else  in  Mexico.  Photographs 
— almost  the  only  good  ones  to  be  had  in  the  country — 
are  plentiful,  displaying  its  notable  pointa  It  climbB 
seven  tliousaiuj  six  hundred  feet  to  tlic  table-land  in  a 
distance  of  about  two  hundred  miles,  the  whole  way  to 
the  capital  being  about  two  hundred  and  sixty.  It  has 
tiie  transporting  of  the  greater  amount  of  construction 
tnaterifll  broiif^lit  into  the  country  for  the  new  roads,  and 
has  lately  hem  (jnite  pn>ritable.  A  liret-class  fare  is  ^16; 
a  second-clas^,  1^12.50;  aud  baggage  is  charged  for,  as  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe. 

Behold  ns  at  last  at  the  station,  at  eleven  o^clock  at 
night,  ready  to  climb  to  the  capital — but  how  unlike  our 
great  predecessor,  Cortez — by  railway.  No,  indeed;  poor 
hero !  he  had  to  linger  at  the  coast  fur  months  before 
beginning  his  long  and  painful  march,  with  a  battle  at 
every  step.  Nor  was  it  by  the  satne  ronte.  He  went  in 
by  Tlaxcala,  Cholnla,  Pncbla,  and  so  over  between  the 
great  snow- peaks  of  Popocatepetl  and  Ixtaoihuatl  (the 
White  Woman),  do"vn  to  the  gleami 
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which  18  perhaps  accotinted  for  by  the  lack  of  proper 
places  of  deposit  for  savings  in  other  forms. 


It  was  moonliffht.  Sleep  on  euch  a  night  was  ont  of 
the  question.  Not  a  foot  of  the  scenery  ought  to  be  lost. 
But  the  padded  coach  was  comfortable;  the  fatigues  of 
the  day  haii  been  severe.  The  livelv  conversation  became 
fitful,  tbcn  lapsed  into  h)ng  silences.  The  events  of  that 
iii*8t  night,  half  dozing,  half  waking,  sometimes  even 
alighting  at  the  little  stations,  seem  wholly  like  a  dream 
— the  wakirjg  part,  if  possible,  stranger  than  the  other. 

Palms  and  bananas  and  dense  coffee  shrni)bery,  with 
hamlets  of  thatched  cottages  sleeping  peacefully  among 
tlitMii;  a  glimpse  of  a  cataract;  an  Indian  mother  sing- 
ing to  her  baby;  perfnmes  coming  in  at  the  window; 
statuesque,  silent  men  in  blankets,  and  Moorish-looking 
women,  ofifering  fruits;  stations  from  the  outer  doors  of 
which,  when  reached,  no  town  was  visible,  but  only  an 
immense  darkness;  persons  taking  coffee  in  lighted  in 
teriors;  the  dusky  soldiere  laughing  loud  in  their  com 
partmcnt;  a  few  startling  words  of  English,  sometimes 
with  a  Southern  or  even  Jlihernian  accent,  spoken  by 
imported  employes  of  the  lino  meeting  to  exchange  a 
comment,  generally  unfavorable,  on  their  situation — - 
these  are  the  inipre&sions  that  stamp  themselves  upon 
the  memory. 

As  soon  as  the  first  gray  of  daylight  a]>pear8  it  seem 
incumbent  on  ns  to  begin  to  admire  the  country.  W 
are  not  far  past  Cordoba,  the  centre  of  its  most  impo 
tant  coffee-growing  interest. 

"/*f>w//"  says  our  friend,  the  hacendado,  with  an  ai 
of  disdain. 


I 


I'P  THE  LOXG  MOCXTAJX  SLOPE. 


29 


He  will  Dot  take  the  trouble  to  look  out  of  the  win- 
dow. He  expects  things  very  much  better.  We  have, 
ID  fact,  pasaed  remarkable  scenes  in  the  night,  but  ttie 
best  is  still  before  us,  and  presently  begins. 

At  A  little  station  called  Fortin  we  comuienee  to  wind 
mlong  the  side  of  one  of  the  Viist  sudden  gorges  wliich 
impede  travel  in  the  country,  the  harnvnca  of  Metlac. 
There  are  horseshoe  curves  which  ahnost  permit  the 
traditionul  feat  in  which  tiic  brakmnan  of  Uie  rear  C4ir 
is  fl&id  to  light  his  pipe  at  the  locomotive.  We  pass 
tuoiicls  and  trestle  bridges,  see  our  route  above  and  be- 
low ns  on  the  hills  in  such  varied  ways  that  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  understand  that  these  are  not  so  many  dif- 
ferent roads  instead  of  the  same.  There  is  a  point 
above  Maltruta,  distant  but  two  and  a  half  miles  in  ft 
direct  line,  which  must  be  reached  by  twenty  miles  of 
zigzag. 

The  history  of  this  road,  from  the  political  point  of 
view,  presents  Jiardly  fewer  obstacles  and  vicissitudes 
than  those  opposed  by  nature  to  its  engineers.  It  has 
paf^edf  in  its  time,  under  the  rule  of  forty  different  pres- 
idencies, and  lost  and  recovered  its  charter  in  the  rcvolu- 
tiuns.  Though  of  so  moderate  length  it  required  over 
diirty  years  and  ^30,000,000  to  buihi  it. 

The  paosengers  ran  i»ut  at  the  small  stations  for  flowei'B, 
with  whicii  we  a<iorned  ourselves.  So,  too,  wreaths  were 
hang  about  the  ueck  of  Cortez's  horse  in  his  progress. 
And  a  chaplct  of  roses  upon  his  helmet.  We  gave  the 
new  bride  l»eliotro}^,  roses,  jaBmine,  and  the  splendid 
large  scarlet  llower — the  tulipun  —  wliich  may  pass  for 
the  type  of  tropical  beauty. 

The  sun  came  up  and  lighted  Orizaba,  rising  17,375 
feet  beside  ns  to  the  right,  making  it  first  rosy-red,  then 
golden.     The  peak  is  a  perfect  sugar-loaf  in  form,  with 
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notliing  epliiitered  and  savage  about  it,  as  id  Switzerland. 
It  seems  almost  too  tame  at  first — a  sort  of  drawing-mas- 
ter's mountain — and,  above  the  tropical  landscape,  is  like 
snow  in  sbcrbet.  The  city  of  Orizaba  is  an  important 
small  place,  the  scene  of  a  dtmhiiig  Burprise  of  the  Mexi- 
cans by  the  French,  at  the  hill  of  El  Bon-ego.  It  has 
chiinnin^  torrents,  which  furnish  water-power  for  cotton 
and  paper  mills.  One  of  these  torrents,  conveyed  in  an 
arciied  aqueduct,  turns  tlie  machinery  of  the  infjenio^  or 
sugar  plantation,  of  Jalapilla,  once  a  country  residence  of 
Maximilian. 

A  delegation  of  relatives  had  come  down  the  night  be- 
fore to  await  our  young  cou]>le  here.  What  embracing 
and  chattering!  A  Mexican  embrace  baa  a  character  of 
its  own.  The  parties  fall  upon  each  other's  necks,  as  we 
are  accustomed  to  see  done  on  the  stage.  It  is  given, 
too,  between  mere  acquaiutunces,  almost  as  commonly  as 
shaking  hands. 

A  vivacious  sister-in-law  aimed  to  give  the  new-comer 
an  idea  of  what  was  before  her  in  her  future  home. 
'*  Such  flowers  as  I  have  in  the  court-yard  T*  slie  said,  rais- 
ing her  eyes,  with  an  expressive  gesture;  "such  oranges, 
camellias,  azaleas!     Ah  y^  indeed,  I  believe  it  well." 

'*  And  Jack  <"  inquired  the  husband,  addressed  as  Pros* 
per;  "  how  always  goes  poor  Jack  f 

"Ah!  he  is  dead,'*  replied  the  vivacious  sister-in-law. 
"  I  regret  to  tell  you,  but  so  it  is." 

It  appeared  that  Jack  was  a  favorite  monkey,  and  for 
a  moment  his  untimely  fate  cast  a  certain  gloom  over  the 
cvmipany. 

III. 

From  the  heights  where  we  were  little  villages,  with 
squares  of  cujtivated  fields  around  them,  were  seen  at  vast 
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distances  below,  with  the  effect  of  those  miniature  topo- 
gnphic&l  preparations  in  relief  displayed  at  international 
exhibitions. 

It  greatly  simplities  Mexico  to  remotnber  that,  in  pro- 
file, it  is  a  long,  continuous  mountain-slope,  rising  from 
the  Atlantic  to  a  central  table-land,  and  falling,  though 
more  gradually,  on  the  other  side  to  the  Pacific.  Along 
the  ascents,  as  well  as  at  the  top,  are  some  benches,  or 
level  breathing-places.  These  table-lands  are  the  chief 
H  seats  of  population,  and  they  are  utilized  as  much  as 
^H     possible  fur  the  lines  of  the  north  and  south  railways. 


■nuKscoimivEicTAi  PKoncB  or  nxxrco. 


TIjis  steep  formation  accounts  for  absence  of  navigable 
streams  and  for  the  existence  of  climates  verging  from 
tropical  to  tetnpenite,  nearly  side  by  side.  The  sharpness 
of  contrasts  in  climate  is  scarcely  to  be  appreciated  by 
the  hasty  voyager.  The  really  tropical  vegetation  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  kind  whicli  to  tlie  eye  of  the  American  of 
the  North  is  quite  as  exotic.  Banana  and  cocoa-nut  are 
followed  by  a  hardy  kind  of  fan -palm;  hy  nopal,  or 
prickly-pear,  as  large  as  the  apple-tree  with  us;  by  the 
tall,  straight  organ -cnctus,  in  use  for  hedges;  and  the 
remarkable  maguey,  or  century-plant. 

What  would  not  some  of  our  American  conservatories 
or  A  certain  well-known  New  York  club  give  for  some 
of  these  splendid  specimens  I  The  spiky  maguey,  like  a 
sheaf  of  sword-blades,  grows  eight  and  ten  feet  high.  It 
is  the  typical  production  of  the   central  table-land.     Its 
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»p  farDbbea  ta  eitnordinarr  quantities  the  bevenge 
cuDed  pw^^^iM — the  wine  of  the  conntrr.  From  it,  iu  ad- 
ditioo,  are  made  tbatch,  fuel,  rope,  paper,  and  even  stnfFfi 
for  wearing;  apparel. 

Oar  third-elan  paaaengers  celebrated  their  Salado  de 
Gioria  with  great  spirit,  by  eboatioo^,  and  firing  pistols 
and  ClttDeM  crackerB  from  the  car  windows.  Teams  of 
molea,  with  their  load,  whatever  it  might  be,  gajlj 
adorned,  ahowed  that  it  was  being  equally  observed  in 
the  country.  It  is  a  day  devoted  by  custom  to  the  par- 
ticular abasement  of  Judas,  who  is  treated  as  a  kind  of 
Gay  Fawkea  and  dishonored  in  effigy.  Venders  parade 
the  streets  with  grotesqne  images  of  him,  and  children 
at  this  time  estimate  their  fortane  in  the  number  of 
Jadases  they  possess,  jn&t  as  at  the  season  of  All-SouU 
it  is  in  cakes,  gingerbread,  and  even  more  snbetantial 
viands,  fashioned    into    death's-heads,  cross-bones,  and 

C!0(lln8.  ^ 

At  Apiscaco,  the  junction  of  a  branch-road  to  Puebta, 
we  met  a  merry  excursion,  decorated  with  rasettea  and 
streamers.  It  had  two  mammoth  Jndases.  stuffed  with 
iiro- works,  one  on  the  locomotive,  the  otlier  on  a  bnggugo- 
car.  The  former  was  blown  np,  as  a  kind  of  compliment 
to  lis  by  way  of  exchange  of  ceremonies  with  otir  own 
trail),  amid  hilarious  uproar. 

We  had  now  entered  upon  tho  central  table-land  of 
Mexico.  I^ng,  dotted,  perspective  lines  of  niai;:e  and 
maguey  stretched  to  distant  volcanic- looking  hills,  A 
few  laborers  in  white  cotton  were  ploughing  with  wood- 
en ploughs,  after  the  pattern  of  the  ancient  Egyptians. 
At  tho  stations  w^nads  of  a  mounted  rural  police,  in  bnff 
leatlier  uniforms  and  crimson  sashes,  which  give  them 
a  certain  rcsomblanoe  to  Cromweirs  troopei-s,  salute  the 
train. 
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The  sparse  towns  consist  of  a  nucleus  of  excellentlj 
built  old  churcties  amid  an  environment  of  mud-colored 
habitations.  TLey  are  in  crying  need  of  whitewash. 
Will  they  ever  get  Mi 

The  face  of  the  country  was  not  the  verdant  paradise 
that  may  have  been  expected,  but  parched  and   brown. 


k   1U1I.WAT    JITDAS. 


We  had  come  at  the  end  of  the  rainy  season.  Small 
columns  of  dust,  whirling  like  water-spouts,  were  a  con- 
stant feature  of  the  landscape.  A  stage-coach  going 
•long  a  distant  road  was  marked  by  its  own  dust,  as  a 
locomotive  by  its  smuke. 

Ifiohited  houses  there  were  none,  with  the  exception 
of  (at  long  intervals)  some  gloomy^  sqnare,  fort-like  ha- 
cienda, with  straw-stackrt  and  Hocks  and  herds  near  it. 


u 


OLD  MEXICO  AKD  BER  LOST  PROt'IXC. 


Indian  peasants  offered  for  sale,  all  along  the  way,  cakes 
spiced  with  greon  and  red  ]>eppei'8-  The  village  of 
Apain  is  the  centre  of  the  BordeJais  of  the  pulq^i^  in- 
dustry. The  new-comer  here  usually  makes  his  tirst  trial 
of  that  beverage,  milk-like  in  aspect,  but  somewhat  viscid 
and  sour  to  the  taste,  with  heady  properties.  It  does  not 
commend  itself  to  favor  on  a  first  acquaintance.  Wry 
and  contemptuons  grimaces  are  made  over  it,  but  in  time, 
as  occurred  in  my  own  case,  it  may  become  very  palata- 
ble, as  it  is  said  to  be  healthful.  It  is  poured  into  little 
earthen  pitchere  from  bags  of  whole  sheepskins,  with  the 
vool-side  in,  like  the  wine-skins  of  the  East  and  "Don 
Quixote/'  These  bags,  resembling  dressed  pigs,  lie  about 
on  the  ground  or  the  freight-car,  with  their  legs  dumbly 
kicking  up  in  the  air,  in  many  a  grotesque  attitude. 

Bat  oTie  glimpse  of  real  Aztec  antiquity  along  the  way, 
and  that  at  San  Juan  Teotihuacan,  thirty  miles  from  tlie 
capital.  The  deceptive  shapes  of  the  hills,  which  assume 
syninjetiical  forms,  had  frequently  produced  a  throb  of 
half  self-delusion,  but  here  arc  two  genuine  pagan  teo- 
callis,  pyramids  dedicated  to  tiie  sun  and  moon,  and  a 
great  area  covered  with  broken  fragments  and  vestiges 
of  tombs.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  old  and  ruined 
even  in  tljo  time  of  the  Aztecs.  Children  offer  at  the 
train  carltas,  as  they  call  them  ("Mittlo  faces"),  and  other 
fragments  of  earthen-ware,  together  w[th  occasional  pots 
and  idols  of  large  size,  which  they  represent  as  having 
been  dug  up  out  of  the  soil.  They  have  certainly  been 
buried  in  the  soil ;  but  later,  linding  that  the  manufact- 
ure of  spurious  antiquities  is  a  thriving  industry,  one 
takes  leave  to  question  for  what  length  of  time. 

And  yet,  what  can  it  matter '{  These  ancient-seeming 
jars,  with  their  symbols  and  images  of  the  war-god  and 
what  not  upon  them,  are  at  least  unique  and  historically 
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wrect.  One  does  well  to  bring  liome  what  lie  can  get, 
for  default  of  better,  and  not  ask  too  many  qticfitions. 

San  Juan  is  a  place  lliat  one  uientally  makes  a  note 
of  as  to  be  returned  to;  and  1  spent  some  pleasant  days 
there  later,  puking  among  tlie  potshei*ds  of  the  past,  and 
picking  up  ordinary  caritas  and  bits  of  Hint  weapons,  for 
myself- 

IV, 

Bat  no  dallying  now.  The  sliades  of  evening  draw 
on.  We  are  weary  and  travel-stained  with  the  twenty 
hours'  jonmey  and  the  many  excitements  of  the  day;  but 
the  great  moment  is  at  hand.  Gleams  of  distant  water, 
thickets  of  maguey  and  cacti,  with  a  peasant  stealing 
mysteriously  among  them,  behind  a  troop  of  donkeys  I 
The  geography  picture  is  realized  to  the  life.  The  water 
comes  nearer;  we  skirt  its  borders.  Can  it  be  that  these 
lonesome,  shallow  expanses,  without  vestige  of  sail  or 
even  skiff,  their  muddy  shores  white  with  a  deposit  of 
salt  and  alkali — can  it  be  that  these  are  the  great  lakes  of 
Tenochtitlan,  on  wliich  Cortez  launched  his  brigaritines? 
And  the  famous  floating  gardens,  where  are  they?  All 
in  good  time!  We  shall  sec.  The  sacred  hill  of  the 
Virgin  of  Guadalupe,  with  a  cluster  of  interesting-looking 
chnrches  npon  it,  is  passed.  Remains  of  ruined  hacien- 
das and  fortilications,  and  dilapidated  adobe  hovels,  ap- 
I>€ar.  We  run  out  upon  a  long,  low  causeway,  skirted 
by  the  arches  of  an  aqueduct,  over  marshes.  Other  sim- 
ilar cansewa^'s  are  seen  converging  from  a  distance.  One 
liad  not  expected  to  find  everything  so  unrelievedly  flat. 
It  is  like  climbing  the  mountain  to  find  the  Louisiana 
lowlands.  A  chain  of  yet  higher  monntuins  surronnds 
it,  it  is  true;  the  snowy  summits  of  Popocatepetl  and  its 
mate,  the  White  Woman,  always  shine  upon  it  from  a 
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distance,  bnt  Mexico  itself  is  a  basin.  It  has  been  under 
water,  and  wonld  be  yet,  bat  for  artificial  works  by 
which  the  lakes  have  been  made  to  recede  and  left 
behind  them  these  alkali-whitened  margins. 

It  is  a  disillnsionment  very  like  that  of  approaching 
Venice  at  low  tide. 


run  VAPITAL, 


^7 


IV. 

THE  CAPITAL 


There  was  a  cnstom-honse  at  the  Bnena  Vista  station. 
Part  of  its  profits  are  national,  part  municipal.  The  cap- 
itft)  is  in  a  Federal  District,  ruled  by  a  governor,  not  un- 
like the  District  of  Columbia.  There  is  little  interstate 
comity  as  yet  among  the  different  parts  of  the  republic. 
Eaeh  state  still  collects  dues  at  its  own  frontiers,  and  the 
towns  t4ike  tolls  (the  alcabalas)  on  merchandise  and  fi>od 
entenng  their  gates. 

Mexico  IS  not  a  cheap  citj  of  abode.  Its  hackney- 
coaches,  as  in  European  countries  as  well,  are  an  excei)- 
tion  to  the  general  rule ;  but  even  these,  with  the  various 
cotumissionaires,  who  zealously  aid  yoti  in  putting  your 
baggage  upon  thctu,  after  getting  it  through  the  custom- 
house, are  dear  for  the  first  time.  Travelling  is  like  so 
many  other  things  in  the  world :  you  pay  a  bonus,  or  in- 
itiation fee,  in  the  beginning,  after  which  the  charges 
are  in  a  declining  aeries.  The  particular  hackney-coach 
which  conveyed  us,  a  travelling  companion  and  myself, 
may  have  been  a  trifle  dearer  on  account  of  a  driver  who 
spired  to  a  few  words  of  English.  Not  that  we  greatly 
wanted  it.  Tiie  injury  to  one's  feelings  in  these  cases  of 
the  indifferent  reception  by  the  native  of  your  first  over- 
tures in  his  own  language  (as  if  his  own  langnage  were 
not  good  enough  for  him,  forsooth),  is  suttioient,  without 
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B  pccnniary  burden  added.  Bnt  lie  charged  for  it,  as  I 
saj. 

"Well,  good -night,"  he  said,  ealating  ne  as  patrone. 
*'Wa88  you  wants?"  And,  after  having  pas&ed  the  long, 
ehadj  strip  of  park  called  the  Alameda,  he  even  ventured 
npon  a  certain  facet! on sn ess,  as,  "  Wills  you  to  want  a 
wiskey  ?" 

lie  had  learned  this  proud  acqnircment  in  the  inilitarj' 
service  on  the  frontiers  of  Texas. 

A  long,  dark  ride  conveyed  ns  to  the  principal  hotel. 
As  it  was  once  the  palace  of  the  Emperor  Iturbide,  after 
whom  it  is  named,  it  should  have  something  stately  about 
it,  and  so  it  has.  There  is  a  high,  sculptured  door-way,  of 
an  Aztec  touch  In  the  design,  though  not  in  the  details, 
and  long,  grotesque  water-spouts  project  into  the  street. 
Within  is  a  large,  dark,  arcaded  court,  from  which  open 
cfife  and  billiard-room,  the  leading  resort  of  the  golden 
youth  of  the  town. 

The  office  is  a  dark  little  box  of  a  place,  with  two  seri- 
ous functionaries,  who  seem  to  receive  the  visitor  only 
with  suspicion.  The  gorgeous  and  affable  hotel  clerk  of 
northern  latitudes  is  unknown.  In  the  rear  are  more 
courts,  uot  arcaded ;  and  around  all  of  these  the  rooms 
are  ranged  in  several  stories. 

It  is  not  so  late  on  the  evening  of  his  arrival  bnt  that 
the  traveller  may,  after  dinner,  still  take  a  stroll  He 
will  be  apt  to  fancy  at  first,  from  the  quietude,  that  his 
hotel  is  not  on  a  principal  street;  but  it  is  in  the  most 
central  part  of  the  city — on  the  street  which,  with  three 
others  running  parallel  for  say  half  a  mile,  and  the  in- 
cluded cross-streets,  contain  the  principal  retail  traffic. 

It  is  an  ejirly  discovery  that  Mexico  is  a  grave  and 
not  a  gay  city.  There  are  no  crowds  on  the  sidewalks, 
no  eating  of  ices  in  public,  no  cqfiji  chantanUy  nothing 
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Parisian.  By  nine  or  ten  o'clock  the  people  seem  to  hnvo 
retired,  perliups  to  be  up  betimes  in  the  morning  for  the 
work  of  the  day.  A  niilitary  baud  plays  three  evenings 
in  the  week,  but  even  tliese  concerts,  except  on  Sundays, 
are  so  sparsely  attended  that  the  men  seem  discoursing 
Uie  nmsic  for  their  own  ainuBeiueut. 

Policemen  are  stationed  at  short  intervals  apart  in  the 
quiet  streets,  with  their  lanterns  set  in  the  middle  of 
the  roadway.  They  are  obliged,  by  regulation,  to  signal 
their  whereabouts  every  quarter  of  an  hour.  Tlio  sound 
of  their  whistles,  wliich  have  a  slirill,  doleful  note,  like 
that  of  a  November  wind,  is  heard  repeated  from  one  to 
another  all  the  niglit  through. 


II. 

As  Mexico  has  not,  until  lately,  at  any  rate,  expected 
tourists,  there  are  almost  none  of  the  usual  appurtenances 
for  their  pleasure  and  information  to  be  met  with.  While 
this  may  have  its  annoyances,  if  an  ardent  cariosity  be 
baffled  too  long,  on  the  other  hand  freedom  from  the 
sense  of  responsibility  to  exacting  Baedekers  and  Mur- 
rays  has  advantages  of  its  own.  The  visitor  with  an  eye 
for  the  picturesque  dips  into  a  delicions  feast  of  novel- 
ties, makes  discoveries  on  every  hand,  and  has  the  pleas- 
ure of  testing  the  value  of  his  own  unaided  conclusions. 
By  daylight,  with  all  its  bright  colors  upon  it,  and  its 
normal  stir  of  life  going  on,  the  famous  capital  is  a  very 
different  place  from  what  it  was  at  night.  By  little  and 
little  misapprehensions  are  shaken  off.  After  the  first 
moments  of  dit^a]>])ointment  we  like  it  always  more  in- 
stead of  less,  and  in  the  end  it  tskes  a  powerful  hold. 

Here  at  length  is  the  great  central  plaza,  in  which 
erents  of  snch  moment  have  been  transacted.     To  actu- 
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ally  sit  down  upou  a  bench  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  gaze 
comfortably  about — can  it  be  posbible? 

Tiio  imposing  cathedral  makes  a  new  pyramid  on  the 
spot  where  once  stood  the  jiyraniid  of  the  Aztec  war-god. 
These  stones  should  be  ankle-deep  with  all  the  blood  of 
various  sorts  that  has  been  spilled  upon  them.  For  a 
moment  one  renews  the  pagan  snperdtition.  I  would 
p;ladly  see  set  up  again,  for  a  brief  instant,  old  Hntzilo- 
potclili,  the  war-god,  aloft  on  his  ancient  terrace,  hear 
the  beat  of  the  lugubrious  war-drum,  and  see  the  mourn- 
fol  procession  of  captives  winding  np  to  the  sacrifice,  in 
charge  of  the  sinister  priests  with  their  black  locks  flow- 
ing down  upon  their  shoulders. 

But  not  one  instaut  too  long.  What!  hideous  priests, 
yon  will  indeed  lay  them  down  on  the  sacrificial  stone, 
and  raise  the  knives  of  flint  above  their  bared  breasts  for 
the  monstrous  slaughter?  Not  one  hair  of  their  heads 
shall  be  harmed.  San  Jago  and  Spain !  Wlien  was  Cas- 
tilian  ever  known  to  turn  his  back  upon  a  foe?  Up  the 
pyramid  we  go,  leaping  from  step  to  step,  though  with 
no  better  weapon  than  a  sun-umbrella  in  hand,  to  their' 
deliverance.  Ay,  howl  if  you  will,  baffled  miscreants, 
and  rattle  your  spears  and  arrows  like  hail  upon  us! 
Down  with  your  old  IlntzitopotchU  till  ho  crashes  ioi 
fragments  below  there.  Yonr  cavven  sacrificial  stone 
shall  be  set  up  in  the  court-yard  of  tlie  Academy  of 
Fine  Arts  of  San  Carlos  for  this,  and  your  great  calen- 
dar-stone, a  show-piece,  against  the  side  of  the  cathedral. 

It  is  a  good  day ^8  work.     I  estimate  tliat  there  were  in' 
that  train  of  captives  not  less  than  a  hundred  souls  I 

But  it  is  hard  to  conjure  up  images  of  desperate  con- 
flicts, though  tlicrc  have  been  so  many,  in  this  bright 
sunshine,  with  the  multitude  of  pretty,  novel  sights.  On 
one  side  of  the  square  a  beneficent  institution,  the  Na- 
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i\  Loan  Establisbiueut,  occupies  wlmt  was  uuce  the 
^te  of  the  palace  of  Cortez;  on  another,  the  long,  white, 
^^onotonous  National  Palace,  the  site  of  that  of  Monte- 
^Bma.  In  the  centre  is  a  chariuing  little  garden,  with 
^^Bncbes,  the  Zocalo. 

^™  The  cathedral,  like  most  of  the  earlier  architecture,  is 
in  the  Ileuaisgance  style,  far  gone  to  the  vagaries  of  ro- 
coco. It  ia  saved  from  tiuicality,  however,  by  its  great 
pe  and  ma&siveness,  except  in  respect  to  the  termina- 
>iis  of  it^  ttnvers,  which  are  in  the  sliajH)  of  imineiise 
klls.  Adjoining,  and  forming  a  part  of  it,  is  a  parish 
lurch,  in  a  rich,  dark-red  volcanic  stone,  with  carving 
It  recalls  the  fantastic  fagades  of  Portuguese  Belein. 
hat  a  painting  it  would  make,  on  one  of  the  perfect 
inlight  nights,  wliich  bring  ont  every  lino  of  the 
tlpture  boftly,  and  show  the  whole  like  a  lovely  vision  ! 
There  are  little  book-stalls  in  front,  and  gay  booths  de- 
fied to  the  sale  of  refreshing  drinks — a^urt*  nevadtift — 
nn  large,  simple  jars  and  pitchers  of  mo&t  noble  and 
[flcafiing  shapes.  The  drinks  are  dispensed  by  dusky 
Jaanas  and  Josefas  of  Indian  blood,  with  straight  black 
bitids  of  hair  down  their  Ixicks.  With  a  characteristio 
h»tc  Uie  fronts  of  their  booths  are  often  wholly  studded 
wid  banked  up  with  flowers,  and  furnislied  with  inscrip- 
tions formed  ia  letters  of  carnation  pinks  and  blue  corn- 

fignros  go  by  in  blankets  which  one  hankei*8  to  take 
from  them  iov  pf/rtierea  or  rugs.  The  men  of  the  poorer 
•ort  wear  or  carry,  universally,  the  aerapt- — a  blanket  with 
**^ilin  the  centre  for  the  insertion  of  the  head.  Apart 
^  its  artistic  patterns,  it  is  a  useful  garment  in  many 
*^crgcncies.  It  is  not  the  moi3t  iinproUihlc  thing  in  the 
^wld  that,  in  the  course  of  the  Mexican  revival,  we  ma}*- 
yet  see  it  introduced  in  the  States,  and  running  a  course 
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of  popnlaritj  like  the  ulster.  The  correspoodiug  gar- 
ment of  the  women  is  the  rehv2o^  a  shawl  or  scarf,  gen- 
erally of  blue  cotton,  which,  croBsed  over  the  head  and 
lower  part  of  the  face,  gives  a  3Ioori&li  appearance.  The 
background  of  life  here  seems  more  like  opera  than  sober 
existence.  Two  other  sides  of  the  square  are  occupied 
by  long  arcades,  among  the  merchants  of  which,  pro- 
tected from  the  sou  and  rain,  one  may  wander  by  the 
hour,  watching  the  shrewd  devices  of  trade,  and  picking 
up  those  knickknacks,  trifling  in  the  country  of  their 
origin,  which  are  certain  to  be  curiosities  elsewhere. 
From  time  to  time  pass  across  the  view,  dark  and  Egyp- 
tian-like, in  a  peculiar  drees  of  bluish  woollen,  trudging 
under  heavy  burdens,  Indians  who  have  yet  preserved 
the  tradition  of  their  race.  Followed  to  their  homee^ 
they  are  found  to  dwell,  among  the  ruined  walls  of  the 
outskirts,  in  adobe  huts  which  can  have  changed  little 
since  the  time  of  the  Conquest. 

These  genuine  Aztecs  have  [)eculiarly  soft,  pleasant 
voices,  in  contrast  with  the  Spanish  voice,  which  is  apt 
to  be  harsli.  They  are  shiftless  and  squalid,  but  their 
manners  are  above  their  surroundings.  It  is  a  favorite 
way  with  the  Mexican  to  say,  *'  This  is  your  house;"  and 
I  have  had  said  to  me  ou  being  introduced,  **  Weil,  now, 
remember!  number  so-and-so,  such  a  street,  is  yonr 
house." 

Having  looked  into  one  of  these  Indian  abodes,  and 
asked  an  elderly  woman,  by  way  of  making  talk,  if  it 
were  here,  she  i-eplied.  "  Yes,  SeJior,  and  yours  also." 

Neither  in  the  Zocalo  nor  the  Alameda  (a  park,  which 
holds  somewhat  tl»e  position  of  tlie  Coimiion,  in  Boston), 
are  there  trees  witii  the  hoary  antiquity  one  might  expect 
in  such  time-honored  places.  But  it  appears  thnt  the  set- 
ting out  of  the  trees,  and  the  formation  of  the  Zocalo 
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entirely,  is  of  modern  date,  the  work  of  Maximilian*  a 
monarch  Mrho,  in  his  short,  ill-fated  reign,  had  many 
excellent  projects. 

The  Zocalo  is 'occasionally  allowed  to  be  enclosed,  and 
ad  mission- fee  charged,  for  select  festivities.  The  ora- 
tions were  delivered  there,  for  instance,  on  the  national 
festival  of  the  5th  of  May.  When  I  first  arrived  a  flow- 
er-show was  in  progress.  I  have  never  seen  anything 
more  charming  of  the  sort.  Onr  florists  might  get  a 
score  of  new  ideas  for  the  arrangement  of  boiiqnets. 
Strawberries  were  introduced  into  some  for  eUects  of 
color.  Little  streamers  with  gallant  mottoes  floated  from 
others.  Tlicro  were  lanterns,  and  birds  in  cages.  A  mil- 
itary band  played,  and  people  promenaded — dandies  with 
silver-braided  liats,  stout  duennjis,  and  fathers  of  families, 
and  slender,  lithe  seuoritas,  wearing  the  graceful  mantilla 
iustead  of  the  Paris  bonnet. 

Id  front  of  the  Zocalo  a  permanent  flower  market  is 
held  every  morning,  which  is  almost  as  pleasing. 

Tramway  cars  run  out  of  the  plaza  in  numerous  direc- 
tions. The  city  early  utilized  this  invention,  and  boasts 
of  having  one  of  the  most  complete  systems  existing. 
The  inscriptions  on  them  have  an  attractive  look.  Oue 
wonld  like  to  take  all  the  different  rontes  at  once.  Pa- 
tience! it  is  all  accomplished  in  time.  Shall  we  goto 
Onadalnpe  Hidalgo,  with  its  treasures  and  its  miraonloas 
Virgin;  to  Tacubaya  and  San  Angel,  with  their  villas; 
Dolores,  with  its  pensive  cemetery,  full  of  scniptiires ;  La 
Vigil,  with  its  picturesque  canal,  giving  access  to  the  chi- 
nampas  of  flowei's  and  vegetables;  the  gates  of  Belem 
and  Niflo  Perdido,  familiar  in  the  story  of  the  Ameri- 
can conquest;  Chapnltepee?  Yes,  that  shall  be  the  very 
firet — Cliapnltepec,  theatre  of  exploits  of  American  valor 
and  of  moving  events  in  every  historic  epoch. 
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Mexico  is  extraordiuarlly  flat,  and  laid  out  as  regularly 
at  riglit  angles  as  our  own  symmetncal  towns.  At  tlie 
ends  of  all  the  streets  the  view  is  closed  by  luouQtainB. 
Its  flatuess,  together  with  its  position  in  .reference  to  the 
adjoining  lakes,  are  circumstancefi  which  have  occiisioDed 
great  solicitude  in  the  past,  aitd  still  call  for  almost  as 
much,  on  a  ditferent  ground.  Formerly  it  was  danger  of 
inundation ;  now  it  is  defective  drainage.  Bad  odors 
offend  the  nostrils,  and  stagtiant  gutters  and  lieaps  of 
garbage  the  sight,  of  the  wayfarer  about  the  interesting 
streets. 


^ 
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The  drainage  problem^  divested  of  the  mystery  with 
which  it  has  been  surrounded  in  learned  treatises,  is 
simply  thi&.  When  the  vast  slope  from  the  sea  has  been 
surmounted,  and  the  Valley  of  Mexico — as  high  as  the 
Swiss  pass  of  St.  Gothard — is  reached,  it  is  found  to  be 
a  shallow  depression,  containing  six  lakes.  These  are  of 
many  different  levels — Texcoco  the  largest  and  lowest. 
On  the  edge  of  Texcoco,  or  in  tlie  midst  of  it,  like  an- 
other Venice,  with  canals  for  streets,  was  built  ancient 
Mexico.  This  principal  lake  received  the  overflow  of  the 
others,  and  the  city  was  subject  to  frequent  inundations. 
It  is  even  now,  after  a  large  shrinkage  in  the  lakes,  but 
a  little  more  than  six  feet,  at  its  central  portion,  above 
Texcoco.  The  waters  of  the  tliree  upper  lakes — San  Cris- 
tovah   Xaltocan,  and   Zuinpango — were   turned  bick   as 
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has  been  done  with  the  Chicago  Kivcr  of  late.  A  great 
Spanish  drain  in  tlie  earlj  ecventeenth  century,  the  Tajo 
of  Nochistongo,  waa  cnt  throngh  the  montitains,  and  got 
rid  of  it  in  tlie  direction  of  the  Atlantic. 

But  Texcoco  itself  has  no  outlet,  and,  as  experience 
haa  proved,  even  with  only  Chalco  and  Xochimilco  to  be 
taken  care  of,  is  still  liable  to  overflow.     With  relief 
froTD    this    peril  is  inseparably   bound  up  the  drainage 
problem.     Tlie  fall  is  so  slight  at  best,  tluit  tiiough  Lake 
Texcoco  be  preserved  at  a  normal  level,  and  kept  from 
backing  ap  into  the  sewers,  there  is  no  destination  for 
the  sewage  received  by  it,  which  lies  festering  in   the 
stagnant  water.     With  the  rest  is  complicated  aleo  the 
irrigation  of  the  valley.     No  end  of  plans  have  been 
offered  to  reeolve  tliese  difficulties.     TJjeir  history  would 
make  an  interesting  chapter  by  itself.     Some  have  pro- 
posed to  pump  out  the  lake  by  steam ;  others,  to  inter* 
cept  the  waters  running  into  it,  and  allow  it  to  dry  up 
naturally ;   another,  to  exhaust  it  by  means  nf  a  great 
siphon  of  Btune  and  cement.     But  the  judgment  of  most 
is  in  favor  of  establishing  a  current,  through  a  canal,  to 
>ome  point  lower  than  the  lake;  and  the  mountains  in 
the  neighborhood  have  been  searched  for  the  most  favor- 
»l»le  point  of  exit  for  such  a  canal. 

Tlie  plan  was  oflScially  adopted,  in  fact,  and  a  consid- 

tJ^^ble  beginning  made,  under  the  direction  of  an   able 

**^neer   of   foreign    education,  Don    Francisco   Garay. 

N  the  works  were  allowed  to  languish.     Neither  gov- 

eniment  nor  community  seemed  more  than  half-hearted 

"itho  effort  to  get  rid  of  evils  to  which  they  had  so  long 

^n  Dsed.     The  problem  still  remains  one  of  the  most 

preaing  of  those  to  be  resolved,  and  one  of  the  most 

toteresting  to  foreigners  intending  to  make  Mexico  their 

home. 
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III. 

Choosing  any  street  at  random  where  all  are  so  attrac- 
tive, and  proceeding  to  its  termination,  in  this  directioQH 
or  that,  you  arrive   now  at  a   mure  ctd'4lt*-H/tc,  now  ut  hH 
city  gate,  now  at  vestiges  of  adobe  fortifiuatioDs,  with  a 
moat.     Few  vehicles,  apart  from  the  liackney-coaches,  are 
to  be  seen,  but  plenty  of  troops  of  luden  donkeys,  and, 
everywhere  the   cotton-clad  natives  themselves  bearinj 
loads  under  whii^h  the   regular  beasts  of  burden  migli 
stagger.     There  is  a  etory  that  when  wheelbarrows  wei 
tirst  introduced  to  their  notice  on  the  railroad  works,  tlii 
natives  filled  thctn  in  the  usual  way,  aud  then  carried 
them  on  thoir  backs.  h 

Each  separate  kind  of  business  haa  its  distinctive  cm-^l 
bleui.     The  butcher — elsewhere  not  a  |>ersoa  noted  for 
great  taste  in  ornament — displays  a  crimson  banner,  am 
has  his  brass  scales  decked  with  rosettes.     Ilis  snpplii 
are  brought  liim  by  a  mule,  trotting  along  with  quarter»1 
of  beef  or  carcasses  of  mutton  on  each  aide  hung  from 
hookp.     Hut  it  is  enpecially  tlio  jmJtjftu^  shops  (correspond- 
ing to  our  corner  liquor  stores)  which  devote  themselves 
to  decoration  in  its  most  florid  form.     Not  one  so  poor 
as  to  be  witliout  its  great  colored  tumblers,  and  ambitious 
fresco  of  a  battle  scene,  or  subject  from  mythology  on 
romance.     They  delight  in  such  titles  as  ^' The  Ancient 
Glories  of  Mexico,"  "The  Famous  St.  Lorenzo,"  "Th< 
Sun    For   All;'  "The   Terrestrial    Paradise,"  and   evei 
"The  Delirium,"  which  often  enough  expresses  the  con< 
dition  of  customers  who  imbibe  too  freely. 

On   the   tramways  pass   not  only  passenger- cars,  bi 
others  for  freight.     They  move  the  household  goods  of 
a  family,  for  instance.      There  are  also  impressive  cata- 
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falqnes  and  mourning-cars,  running  emootbly  along,  with 
funeral  processions.  You  may  graduate  from  a  hearse 
with  six  liorscs,  driver,  lackey,  and  four  pall-bearers,  all 
in  livery,  for  ?120,  to  one  drawn  by  a  single  mule  for 
$3 ;  and  there  are  care  for  the  mourners  in  the  grand 
style  at  Jll2  and  plain  for  $4. 

Both  these  ideas,  it  would  seem,  might  be  advanta- 
geously adopted  by  Buburban  lines  of  uur  own. 

Presently  comes  by  a  more  economical  funeral  —  a 
couple  of  peon^  (as  the  Indian  laborers  are  called),  at  a 
jog-trot,  bearing  a  pine  coffin  on  their  shonlders. 

Battered  old  churches  and  convents  on  a  great  scale, 
and  of  a  grand  architecture,  now  for  the  most  part  de- 
voted to  other  purposes,  are  extraoi'dinarily  frequent. 
Before  the  sequestration  of  Church  property — in  the  war 
called  of  the  liefonn,  under  Juarez,  in  1S59 — Mexico  was 
well-nigh  one  great  ecclesiastical  estate.  Without  going 
iutu  the  religious  question,  and  supposing  only  the  opera- 
tion of  ordinary  causes,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  the  Church 
corporations — repositories  of  tlie  gifts  of  the  faithful, 
moved  by  no  feverish  haste  in  speculation,  and  with  no 
reckless  heirs  to  spend  tlieir  gains — must  in  course  of 
time  have  become  possessed  of  an  enormous  share  of 
world]}'  goods. 

There  is  no  lack  of  sculptured  old  rococo  palaces,  of 
the  conquerors  and  their  successors,  either.  Many  of 
theso  are  of  a  peculiar,  rich  red  stone,  with  carved  es- 
cutcheons above  their  door-ways.  There  is  one  of  wliich 
I  was  fond,  in  the  Callo  de  Jesus,  with  immense  water- 
sponts  to  its  cornice,  in  the  shape  of  field-pieces.  "Wheels 
and  all  project  in  high  relief. 

Only  infinitesimal  quantities  of  vacant  land  exist  with- 
iu  the  compass  of  the  city.  All  is  compactly  built.  The 
Continental  system  of  porter  cocheres  and  interior  court- 
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yards  prevaiU.  Uow  many  glimpses,  both  pleasing  and 
wirioos,  into  these  interiora!  What  a  pity  that  tlie  bo- 
'«rity  of  our  winters  prevents  building  in  a  style  which 
^ould  be  BO  admirably  adapted  to  our  summers!  Over 
^^  entrances  of  some  tenement-houses  arc  placed  pious 
WcAtory  signs,  as  "Casa  de  la  Santisima,"  "  Casa  de  la 
Wvina  Providencia." 

^ne  day*  as  I  made  a  hasty  sketch  of  one  of  these,  with 
*  vater-carrier  lying  asleep  in  the  archway,  the  custodian 
ttttic  out  and  offered  strenuous  objections.  "  Yon  are 
^pping  the  house"  (majt^tando  hi  casa),  lie  said,  "  and  I 
^0  not  see  how  it  can  be  for  other  than  evil  purposes.** 
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One  of  tlio  mofit  charming  of  all  the  manBions  I  saw 
fituoU  nearly  opposite  our  hotel,  and  was  faced  up  entirely 
witii  china  tiles,  chiefly  blue  and  white,  and  Bet  with  old 
bronco  balconies,  A6  dainty  and  quaint  as  a  dwelling  in 
fniry-land.  I  examined  the  interior  of  this  house  also, 
and  found  it  faced  within  as  well  with  the  same  sim- 
ple, Mooriiihlookin^,  tiles,  in  staircase  walls,  ceilings,  and 
even  thu  high,  biinked-up  furnace,  or  range,  in  the  kitch- 
en. An  affable  major-domo  occupied  his  leisure  with 
painting,  in  a  largo  library  on  the  ground-floor.  Ho  was 
jutit  now  engaged  in  copying  and  enlarging,  very  poorly, 
the  photograph  of  a  lady,  over  which  he  held  up  his 
brush  for  criticism.  A  maroon  carpet  was  laid  up  the 
centre  of  a  grand  staircase,  and  the  same  uniform  color 
prevailed  in  the  carpot^i  throughout.  The  rooms  were 
large  and  high,  the  principal  ones  opening  both  on  the 
fitrect,  and,  by  njoans  <tf  light  glass  dooi-s  draped  with 
lace,  on  tliu  balconiuB  running  around  the  courts.  These 
balconies  are  edged  in  the  general  practice  with  climbing 
vinos  and  rows  of  Juindsome  plants.  In  one  of  the  rear 
courts  could  be  heard  and  seen  the  family  carriage-horses, 
together  with  others  for  the  saddle,  stabled  according  to 
custom  under  the  common  roof. 

There  was  a  large  saloon,  with  divans,  and  old-fashioned 
mirrors,  sloped  forward  from  the  walls,  instead  of  pier- 
glasses;  and  a  little  boudoir,  with  furniture  entirely  in 
gilded  wood  and  cane.  Thf  re  was  a  pretty  family  chapel, 
with  two  prie~<Ue\tx  for  the  master  and  mistress,  and  a 
couple  of  benches  for  the  nse  of  the  servants.  In  tlie 
bedrooms  of  such  houses  are  usually  religious  pictures, 
copies  of  Mnrillo  and  the  like;  and  there  arc  also  found 
quaint  effigies  of  sacred  things,  as  a  representation  of  the 

[ativity;   a  Christ,  Avith  purple  mantle  and  crown   of 

torns;  a  life-size  Virgin,  in  raiment  of  tissue  of  silver, 
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stondiDg  upon  the  globe  and  a  eerpcnt's  head.  The  men 
of  the  country  are  very  widely  imbued  with  the  sceptical 
spirit  of  the  age,  bnt  the  women,  whose  property  these 
objects  arc,  arc  still  devoutly  Catholic. 

These  rooms,  in  such  interiors,  though  less  lofty  and 
impressively  finished  perhaps  than  those  at  Havana,  have 
not  the  complexity  of  ol>jccts  with  which  we,  in  an  ill- 
understood  passion  for  decoration,  overload  our  own  in 
tho  United  States.  They  are  large,  and  contain  a  few 
simple  articles,  with  plenty  of  space  around,  and  have  an 
unmistakable  dignity  of  effect.  When  we  can  make  np 
onr  minds  to  do  that,  instead  of  depending  npon  a  com- 
plication of  costly  rarities  in  little  space,  we  shall  begin 
to  be  palatial,  and  not  merely  Ixm  bfturgeoui. 

We  do  not  know  how  republican  we  are,  after  all  onr 
travelling  abroad  and  reverence  for  things  European,  till 
we  come  to  where  the  stately  old  Continental  traditions 
are  actually  in  force. 

One  of  tho  enthusiasts  of  tho  new  progressive  move- 
ment, writing  of  late  of  Monterey,  a  city  of  40,000  peo- 
ple, in  the  north,  already  connected  Avith  ns  by  the  Mexi- 
cau  Central  Railway,  and  coining  into  notice  as  a  winter 
resort,  notes,  as  one  of  the  signs  of  improvement,  that 
"the  old  Tjitin  style  of  building,  the  square,  flat-roofed 
house,  with  interior  court,  is  giving  plae«,  in  the  new 
quarters,  to  American  architecture,"  To  which  I  reply^ 
Ileaven  forbid  I  Let  us  never  "improve"  away  with 
*' American  architecture"  the  Moorish-looking  dwellings 
which,  to  lovers  of  the  picturesc^ne,  should  be  one  of  the 
pn'ncipal  inducements  for  visiting  the  country. 
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V. 

THE  PROJECTORS, 


li  of  onr  hotel,  the  pah 


MEAX^vnii.E  the  cnnrt- 
Uie  anciuut  Einpcror  Itiirbiue,  is  luii  oi  u  curious  group 
of  Engli&h-speakiiig  forL'i^ners,  discussing  a  luuttitndc  of 
projects.  They  sit  usually  in  chairs  on  a  little  terrace  at 
tlio  left  of  the  court,  behind  which  is  a  modest  little 
parlor,  with  a  piano.  As  a  general  rule,  the  Mexican  ho- 
tel is  without  parlor,  reading-room,  or  any  other  of  those 
appiirtennnees  we  aro  accustonied  to  look  upon  as  an  es- 
eential  part  of  the  composition  of  a  hotel. 

The  guests  take  their  meals  at  a  restaurant,  entered 
from  the  second  conrt,  or  at  other  rcstaunuits  in  the  town 
where  they  please,  there  being  no  provision  by  the  hotel 
itself.  They  look  np  wearily  at  their  rooms  around  the 
circumscribing  galleries,  push  their  hats  on  the  back  of 
their  heads,  and  pass  their  hands  across  their  brows.  The 
atmosphere,  at  this  elevation  of  7t»0()  feet,  is  very  rare, 
it  will  be  remembered,  and  most  are  affected  at  first  by  a 
feeling  of  dizziness  and  loss  of  appetite.  They  do  not 
find  themselves  quite  right  in  hoaltji;  and  even  the  most 
athletic  pause  once  or  twice,  and  hold  by  the  balusters, 
on  their  way  up-stairs.  The  same  amount  of  exercise 
cannot  be  taken,  in  fact,  by  either  men  or  animals,  as 
in  a  more  dense  atmosphere.  The  horses,  for  instance, 
though  good  and  speedy,  can  only  be  run  short  distances, 
and  then,  as  evaporation  is  rapid  and  draughts  particu- 
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nding  upon  the  globe  and  a  serpent^s  head.  The  men 
of  the  couiitry  are  very  widely  imbued  with  the  eceptical 
spirit  of  the  age,  bnt  the  women,  whose  property  these 
objeeta  are,  are  still  devoutly  Catholic. 

These  rooms,  in  such  interiors,  though  less  lofty  and 

impressively  tiuishcd  perhaps  than  those  at  Havana,  have 

t  the  complexity  of  objects  with  which  we,  in  an  ill- 

derstood  passion  for  decoration,  overload  our  own  in 

e  United  States.     They  are  large,  and  contain  a  few 

mple  articles,  with  plenty  of  sjwice  around,  and  have  an 

nmistukable  dignity  of  effect.     When  we  can  make  up 

r  minds  to  do  that,  instead  of  depending  upon  a  com- 

lication  of  costly  rarities  in  little  space,  we  siiall  begin 

to  be  palatial,  and  not  merely  hmi  bonrt/tvln. 

We  do  not  know  how  republican  we  are,  after  all  onr 

veiling  abroad  and  reverence  for  things  European,  till 

we  come  to  where  the  stately  old  Continental  traditions 

We  actually  in  force. 

One  of  the  enthusiasts  of  the  new  progressive  move- 

einent,  writing  of  late  of  Monterey,  a  city  of  40,000  peo- 
ple, iu  the  north,  already  connected  with  us  by  the  Mexi- 
c»u  Central  RaUway,  and  coining  into  notice  as  a  winter 
'Wort,  notes,  as  one  of  the  signs  of  iinprovenieut,  that 
^'Ihe  old  Latin  style  of  building,  the  square,  flat-roofed 
houBe,  with  interior  court,  is  giving  place,  in  the  new 
lUHrtors,  to  American  architecture."  To  which  1  reply, 
Heaven  forbid!  Let  ns  never  "improve"  away  with 
"American  architecture"  the  Mocjrish-looking  dwellings 
*nich,  to  lovers  of  the  pictnre8<|ne,  should  be  one  of  the 
I'Hncipal  inducements  for  visiting  the  country. 


I      to  I 
^Vlru> 
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Most    familiar 
among  the  group 
of  English-speak-  ■ 
ing   foreigners  in 
the  court-yard  dur- 
ing  my   stay   was 
General      Grant, 
who    has    lent    a; 
part  of  his   great, 
fame  to  the  devel- 
opment of  tlie  re- 
sources of  a  miich- 
sufEering     people. 
Did  he  ever  reject 
in    these    historic 
lialls,  one  wonder- 
ed, on  the  careerfl 
of    the    Emperor 
Iturlide'i!    Had  all 
the  talk  on  Ciesar- 
isni   in  the  Press 
ever  put  the  idea  the  least  hit  iu  his  liead  i     Rumors,  _ 
mischievous  to  the  cause  of  amity,  i*an  at  the  very  timef 
that  it  was  in  Mexico,  not  the  United  States,  that  he  pro- 
posed to  found  his  empire.     Certainly  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  imagiue  su  uninelodramittic  a  figure  in  the  robes 
and  stars  and  crosses  in  which  Itnrbide  has  arrayed  him- 
self, after  the  pattern  of  Napoleon  the  Great,  in  his  por- 
trait at  the  National  Palace. 

Iturbide  wrote  in  his  memoirs — which,  as  a  display  of 
egotism,  are  iiiglily  interesting  reading — one  sagacions 
sentence.  "Devotees  of  tlieories,'-  he  says,  "are  apt  to 
forget  that  in  the  moral  as  in  the  physical  order  only  a 
gradual  progress  can  be  expected." 
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This  is  ^evj  tnie;  Imt  the  short-lived  Emperor  forgot, 
as  have  inanj  of  his  republican  successors,  that  despotism 
can   never  edu- 
cate the  citizen 
for  ihe  duties  of 
freedom. 

Only  once  be- 
fore —  namely, 
on   the    coming 
of  Maximilian — 
lias  there  been  a 
atir  that  might 
be  compared  to 
the  present  in  a 
coantry    which 
llic  progress  of 
the  centnry  has 

lieretoforc  seemed  to  ignore. 
Could  a  secure  government  then 
luive  been  established,  mucli 
'ould  have  been  done.  Bnt  the 
J^ew-comers  arrived  as  masters, 
Dot  jis  friends;  and  the  condi- 
I10U8  were  wholly  unfavorable. 
The  real  improvements,  too,  apart 
"<»m  those  intended  for  the  glit- 
l*f  4nd  the  comfort  of  the  throne, 
*^**  but  the  shadow  of  tliosc 
PfopoBed  to-day. 

Dcre  the  more  efficient  Hght- 
^H  of  the  city  by  electric  light 

*'W  lieard  discussed;  there  the  opening  of  coal  mines; 
ocre  the  establishment  of  sugar  refineries,  shoe  factories, 
*^^toa  mills.     There  were  archreologists,  constructors  of 
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telegraph  lines,  and  en^neers  starting  ont  or  returning 
from  reconuoissances.     This  person  had  come  down  to 
look  into   coffee  -  plantations  ;   that, 
to  establish  a  now  line  of  steaniers. 
This    discourses   of   the    improving 
trHnquillity  of  the  country-,  and  as- 
serts that  thi'ee  plonghs   are  now 
sold  to  one  revol- 
ver.     He  names 
over     prominent 
HP'  ^>^Q^ft^^|^^^^^ i       handits  who  have 

become  peaceable 
contractors     and 
^^^  ?^  )  *     farmers. 

^.-^ftrnJ^Vn^VV^^  '  L  Some  will  or- 
ganize banks  of 
issue,  and  rid  ns 
of  tlie  cnmbrons 
silver  dollar.  An- 

THK  AIOOKRN    bTVLK.  Othcr    18     Up    fl'Om 

the  interior  with 
a  scheme  for  a  colony  and  mines — much  too  rose-colored, 
one  wonhl  say — with  which  ho  will  start  back  to  New 
York  to  organize  a  syndicate.  Mines  of  gold  and  silver 
are  one  of  the  specialties  of  the  country ;  but  they  seem 
to  present  fully  the  uncertainties  of  mines  elsewhere. 

Some  organized  dinners,  at  which  Mexican  senators  and 
deputies  were  eniiflte<l  for  the  cultivation  of  more  friendly 
relations.  These  were  held  at  the  Concordia  restaurant, 
or  the  Tivoli  of  Bucarolli,  or  of  the  Eliseo  Csnmmer  gar- 
dens), with  spacious  banqueting  halls.  Mnch  internation- 
al good-feeling  was  manifested,  and  the  Mexican  national 
anthem  and  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"  were  played 
alternately  after  the  6i>eeche8.     Everything   was   to  be 
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made  over  anew.  A  few  of  tbe  yonnger  men  were  go- 
ing and  returning  from  expeditious  of  pleasure.  Thej 
eamo  back  from  a  bull-fight;  from  the  baths  of  Alberca 
Pane^  whore  there  is  a  fine  tank  fur  swimuiing,  covered 
with  an  awning;  or  the  theatre.  They  had  many  an 
amnaing  gibe,  after  our  American  way,  on  the  backward- 
ness of  things,  and  the  difFereuco  of  manners  and  ciis- 
toiiiB  in  the  country. 

But  pleasure  hail  as  yet  few  votaries;  the  object  of 
most  was  serious  work.     The  business  of  railroad-build* 
ing,  and   procuring  of   charters  and  subventions  from 
government,  threw  all  else  into  the  shade.     Five  great 
lines,  two  of  which  had  already 
made  long  strides,  were  to  trav-    D*  "     r    ^ 
erse  the  country  from  north  to 
south,  and   more    than    twice    as 
umny  from  east  to  wo-^t,  I'fmnoct- 
ing  the  oceans. 
There  were  said 
to  be  BIX   hun- 
dred   American 
engineers       in 
Mexico.      They 
are  often  young 
graduates       of 
Cornell  and  oth- 
er    polytechnic 
schools.    In  the 
capital   the    en- 
gineers and  em- 
ployes form  set- 
tlements in  boarding-houses  of  their  own ;  make  resorts 
of  certain  economical  restaurants  where  little  but  English 
Is  spokeu.     They  associate  but  little  with  the  natives, 
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bnt  go  about  their  work  rather  rongh-and-ready  in  ap- 
pearance, and  seem  to  postpone  adornment  till  the  heat 
and  burden  of  the  campaign  are  over.  Tliere  was  a 
noticeable  Southern  element  among  them ;  and  it  will 
be  foiiudf  generally,  that  the  enterprises  in  Mexico  have 
attracted  a  large  representation  from  the  Southern  States. 
There  is  still,  among  the  rest,  a  remnant  of  tlie  ex-Gon- 
foderate  officers  who  came  hither  after  the  war,  to  engage 
— without  great  success,  as  it  happened — iu  coffee-plant- 
ing and  the  like. 

Not  a  few  of  the  young  engineers,  however,  particu- 
larly those  who  have  their  field  of  operations  in  the 
provinces,  have  already  fonnd  wives  among  the  slender 
sefloritas  of  the  country.  It  seems  another  case  of  going 
after  the  women  of  Moab,  as  it  were,  for  the  rumor 
comes  back  that  these  exacting  helpmeets  have  often 
roude  them  change  their  religion,  as  a  preliminary  to 
naming  the  happy  day. 


II. 

A  leading  point  with  the  projectors,  is  whether  or  not 
Mexico  is  likely  to  become  a  large  or  metropolitan  city. 
It  seems  difficult,  when  on  the  ground,  to  doubt  it. 
Great  cities  have  sprung  np  at  a  mere  intersection  of 
railroads.  But  here  is  one  with  a  population  of  250,000 
people  ali*eady,  a  scat  of  government  and  of  schools,  col- 
leges, museums,  and  galleries  of  fine  arts,  with  an  ad- 
mirable climate  and  extraordinary  scenery,  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty  years  and  traditions  of  great  fascina- 
tion behind  it.  There  are  to  come  into  or  connect  with 
it,  when  all  is  complete,  the  Mexican  Central,  National, 
and  International  roads,  from  the  north;  the  Mexican 
Oriental,  on  the  eastern  seaboard,  and  Occidental,  on  the 
western;  and  General  Grant's  road,  the  Mexican  South- 
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from  the  sontli — all  to  have  intcroceanic  branches 

»ntl  feeders;   the  Morelos   road,  the  Acapulco  road,  tlio 

Inglish  road  to  Vera  Criiz;  another,  now  constructing, 

the  same  point  by  Puebla  and  Jalapa;  and  a  number 

[of  short  lines  of  less  importance. 

A.  small  portion  only  of  this  \vonld   be  sufficient  to 
f^reate  a  metropoh's  outright,  while  Mexico  has  grown  to 
u  certain  greatncfis  with  no  advantages  at  all — not  even 
^R^n-roads.     It  seems   its   manifest   destiny,  witli   its 
ceiunil  position  on  transcontinental  lines,  and  its  estab- 
lidhed  prestige,  to  become  the  chief  depository  and  place 
of  exchange  for  the  whole  conntry.     It  onght  to  be  a 
fworable  point,  too,  for  manufactures,  and  to  become  tJie 
metropolitan  residence  of  the  wealthy  from  the  interior. 
These  have  rarely  come  to  the  capital  heretofore.     Not 
«veo  the  senators  and  deputies  bring  their  families,  ow- 
ing to  the  barbarous   state  of  the  roads.     The  existing 
difficulties  of   eommnnication  can   hardly  be  conceived. 
There  are  perfectly  authentic   accounts  of  pei-sona  who 
l^ve  gone  from  Mexico  to  Vera  Ci-uz,  thence  to  New 
lork,  Uience  across  to   San    Francisco,  and   thence  by 
*»ci6c  rnail-steamer  to  Acapulco,  rather  than   make  the 
**'rtcl  journey   of  three   hundred    miles  on   mule-back 
•^^er  tlie  sierra. 

It  i«  fair  to  say,  however,  that  there  are  those  who 
"*ink  the  future  metropolis  may  be  farther  to  the  north, 
"«  San  Luis  Potosi. 

If  Mexico,  tlien,  ia  to  be  a  great  city,  wliitlier  is  it  tn 
spteid!  It  is  compactly  built  within,  and  much  of  the 
lw>d  about  it  is  low,  traversed  by  causeways.  There  is 
1*0  Utter  place  to  think  about  it,  nor  to  look  down  upon 
Ine  capital  as  a  whole,  than  Cliapultepec. 

^ly  first  visit  there  was  made  on  the  tramway,  where  I 
tell  in  with  a  Mexican  colonel,  who  told  me  that  he  liked 


62  OlM  MEXICO  AXD  H£R  LOST  PROVINCES. 

the  Americans  very  well.  He  had  spent  eome  time  in 
captivity  among  them,  having  been  taken  prisoner  at 
San  Jacinto,  and  liad  learned  to  know  ti»eni  as  tliey  are. 
Tliey  mejin  well,  he  said,  and  are  enterprising  and  appre- 
ciative of  the  arts  uf  life;  and  you  can  depend  upon  what 
they  say.  Most  of  his  countrymen,  he  said,  very  sensibly, 
did  not  understand  this,  but  were  distrustful  and  jeal- 
ous. Their  idea  of  American  character,  in  fact,  is  largely 
derived  from  foreign  books  in  which  it  is  conventional- 
ized and  caricatured  in  an  unfriendly  way.  There  is  evi- 
dence of  it  on  every  hand.  The  American,  as  touched 
upon  in  the  newspapers  and  curreut  literature,  is  the 
"Yankee"  of  Dickens  and  followers  of  less  intelligence 
on  the  Continent.  He  is  a  sordid  person,  exclusively 
wrapped  np  in  "dollars,"  and  can  know  but  little  of  the 
chivalrous  nature  of  those  who  thus  superciliously  disap- 
prove of  liiiu. 

There  is  nothing  very  warlike  about  Chapnltepec  at 
present.  A  glimpse  is  got,  as  you'approach,  of  a  light, 
oblong,  colonnaded  edifice,  with  a  lookout  on  the  top, 
which  is  uow  a  part  of  the  government  observatory. 
The  hill  is  not  precipitously  high,  though  of  a  good  ele- 
vation. There  is  a  monument  at  its  foot  to  the  memory 
of  the  pupils  of  the  military  school  who  fell  in  its  defence 
in  184^7,  and  in  the  grounds  moes-grown  cypresses  and  a 
tank  of  clear  water.  I  found  the  main  part  of  the  build- 
ing, when  an  upper  terrace  was  reached,  in  a  state  of  ruin. 
The  light  iron  columns  of  an  arcade  had  been  coquettish- 
ly  painted  and  gilded,  and  its  walls  decorated  in  the  Pom- 
peian  style,  ander  Maximilian,  but  all  had  been  wrecked 
in  the  revolutions.  There  was  a  little  garden,  in  which 
a  small  guide  picked  me  some  flowers.  He  answered, 
"Quun  ftahef  in  a  childish  lisp,  to  most  inqniries,  jnst 
as  his  father,  the  custodian,  if  lie  had  been  there,  would 
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have  answered  in  his  deeper  base.  "  Quien  sahef*  (Who 
knows?)  is  a  more  dreamy  and  specnlativo  rendering  of 
our  own  "Give  it  np»"  or  perhaps  **Dunno!'' 

The  most  prominent  object,  in  the  long  line  of  the 
distant  city  against  the  bright  gleam  of  Lake  Texcoco 
beliind  it,  is  a  sudden  little  volcanic  hill — El  PcHon — 
wliich  rises  out  of  it  like  a  teocalli;  and  next  to  this  the 
cathedral. 

As  the  laj  of  the  land  is  studied  from  here  it  seems 
rather  natural  that  the  city  of  the  future,  on  grounds  of 
good  drainage,  ease  of  access,  and  scenery,  sliould  advance 
in  this  direction  to  Chapultepec,  ex-palace  of  the  Monte- 
zumas  and  of  viceroys,  military  school,  fortress,  and  ob- 
servatory, on  the  foremost  spur  of  the  foot-liille. 

This  was  tlie  intelligcDt  forecast  of  Maximilian  —  a 
ruler,  it  must  be  admitted,  much  better  fitted  to  cope 
with  such  pleasant  matters  than  the  ferocity  of  Mexi- 
can war  and  diplomacy.  And  such  was  tlie  view  of  a 
rather  wild-cat  American  lYnprovement  Company,  found 
among  the  projectors  in  the  court-yard,  which  professed 
to  intend  a  largo  purchase  of  land  for  building  upon,  to 
sell  part  of  it,  with  houses,  on  the  instalment  plan,  and  to 
put  up  a  mammoth  hotel. 

It  seemed  a  little  incongrnons,  this  selling  of  the  heri- 
tage of  Montezuma  on  the  instalment  plan;  but  we  are 
a  people  who  do  not  stop  even  at  tlie  most  venerable  of 
traditions;  and  the  scheme  might  not  be  a  bad  one  in 
responsible  hands. 

Maximilian  also  made  Chapultepec  his  summer  palace, 
and  laid  out  to  it  the  handsome  Paseo  de  la  Reforma,  the 
afternoon  drive  and  promenade  —  the  Bois  and  Central 
Park  of  fashionable  Mexico.  During  Lent,  however, 
fashion  takes  the  caprice  of  changing  to  the  Paseo  de  la 
Viga,  along  the  canal  by  wliich  vegetables  and  flowers 
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^tgp  brought  to  tbe   cftpital   from   the  floating  gardens. 

The  Paseo  de  la  Reforma  is  a  wide,  straight  boulevard, 

nearly  two  luiles  long,  starting  from  a  certain  equcstriaa 

fitatiie  of  Charlee  IV.  of  Spaiu — the  firat  hronze  cast  ia 

this  hetniephere,  and  tine  and  excellent  work.     It  is  two 

Itondred  feet  wide,  and  lias  a  double  row  of  trees — euca- 

lyptas  and  ash  —  shading  its  sidewalks.     The  Mexican 

e<|aestrian  dandy  should  be  observed  as  he  curvets  his 

horse  along  it  among  the  tine  carriages.     He  wears  now 

not  only  his  weighty  spurs  and  silver-braided  sombrero, 

bnt  a  cQtluBs  at  his  suddle-bow,  and  larger  revolvers  than 

ever.    Not  that  there  is  need  of  them,  since  a  coupile  of 

mounted  carbineers — of  whom  tliere  seems  no  great  need 

wther— are  stationed  at  nearly  every  hundred  ynrds;  but 

ttey  are  a  part  of  his  peculiar  display.    Some  of  our 

yooDg  Americans,  too,  in  the  country,  it  must  be  said, 

jltDost  out -Mexican  the  Mexicans  themselves,  carrying 

*iW  tbeir  customs  to  an  exaggerated  extreme. 

There  arc  to  be  six  circles,  with  statues,  spaced  at 
pi'oiKjr  intervals  along  the  way.  The  tirst,  containing  a 
floe  Columbus,  is  finished;  a  Gnatemozin,  for  the  sec- 
**n^,  is  in  progress.  The  next,  it  is  said,  will  contain 
^'^rtez.  There  at  last  will  stand,  face  to  face  —  their 
countrymen  now  one  people — the  heroic  defender  and 
*l»e  heroic  conqueror,  tlie  two  characters  of  such  contra- 
Qiciory  traits  within  themselves,  who  both  acted  accord- 
'"S  to  their  lights  in  their  day  and  generation,  and  bnt 
"'llowed  the  path  of  inevitable  destiny. 

The  causeways  of  La  Veronica  and  La  liomita— con- 
fining ancient  sniallarched  aqnedncts,  which  bring  water 
***  tHo  city — branch  off  from  Cbapultepec,  and  form  two 
^^^  of  an  obtuse  triangle,  which  the  Paseo  (or  Calzada) 
^  'a  Refonna  bisects.  It  waa  along  these  causeways  that 
the  Americans  ran,  in  that  invasion  of  a  very  different 
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character^  in  1847.  It  is  said  that  as  Shields  was  charg- 
ing on  that  to  the  right,  after  the  fall  of  the  castle,  Scott, 
fearing  his  imprudent  haste,  sent  to  detain  him.  The 
aide  had  got  as  far  as  the  preliminary  "General  Scott  pre- 
sents his  compliments,  and  begs  to  say — "  when  Shields, 
apprehending  the  message,  cut  him  short  with,  *'I  have 
no  time  for  compliments  now,"  and  hurried  on,  and  got 
into  the  city  before  he  could  be  overtaken. 

Do  the  Mexicans  bear  us  a  grudge  for  all  that?  They 
seem  just  now  to  have  amiably  forgotten  it,  and  far  be  it 
from  me  to  revive  such  memories  in  a  boasting  spirit 
There  is  a  behind-the-scenes  to  it,  here,  upon  the  ground. 
It  18  pathetic,  and  by  no  means  calculated  to  pro- 
duce complacency,  to  read  in  the  small  history  studied 
in  the  schools  the  Mexican  account  of  what  took  place. 
The  almost  unbroken  series  of  defeats  from  which  they 
went  up,  without  hope  of  success,  to  the  slaughter  are 
frankly  admitted.  The  country  was  torn  by  internal  dis- 
sensions. The  generals  went  back  from  the  field  to  put 
down  or  sustain  governments,  refused  to  aid  one  another 
in  their  operations,  and  availed  themselves  of  the  troops 
given  them  to  seize  upon  power,  instead  of  fighting  the 
Americans.  There  were  not  less  than  eleven  changes  of 
government,  chiefly  violent,  during  the  short  course  of 
the  war.  In  February  and  March  of  the  year  in  which, 
in  September,  the  invaders  made  their  entry  there  had 
been  fighting  in  the  streets  of  the  capital  for  well-nigh  a 
month  between  two  presidents,  neither  strong  cnongh  to 
put  the  other  down.  Want  of  courage  is  not  a  Mexican 
failing.  It  was  want  of  leaders,  unity,  everything  that 
gives  steadiness  in  a  great  crisis. 

The  land  ostensibly  aimed  at  by  the  so-called  Improve- 
ment Company  follows  the  Calzada  of  the  lieform  for 
a  considerable  part  of  its  length.     It  lies  vacant,  except 
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for  use  as  pftstare.  It  has  not  been  safe  to  live  too  far 
from  the  tliicklj-«cttled  district  till  the  establifibinent  of 
law  and  order  by  the  present  administration,  and  the  city 
itself  has  fiirnislied  room  enougb.  But  M'hat  new  accom- 
modations aro  to  be  needed  in  the  great  future,  with  tbe 
rUion  of  which  imaginations  are  regaling  themselves,  it 
is  not  an  easy  matter  to  determine. 

Villus  were  spoken  of,  to  be  built  with  restricted 
rights,  8o  as  to  preserve  a  select  and  park -like  aspect. 
There  were  to  be  front  lots  enough  on  the  Calzada  alone 
to  pay  the  cost.  The  grand  hotel  talked  of  was  to  sur- 
piass  anything  on  the  continent. 

If  somebody  would  but  put  up  a  hotel  equal  to  our 
own  of  the  second  grade  it  M'ould  be  a  boon  to  American 
travellers.  It  might  expect  to  draw,  too,  not  a  few  of 
the  Mexicans  themselves,  who  are  hardly  slower  than  tbe 
rest  of  the  world  in  recognizing  a  good  thing  when  they 
aee  it-  The  magnates  wlio  &lmll  have  made  fortunes  in 
tbe  new  enterprises,  and  others  who  have  them  already, 
conld,  no  doubt,  be  relied  on  for  a  liberal  patronage. 


III. 

This  project  is  of  no  farther  importance  than  as  a 
text  for  a  mention  of  the  Mexican  tax  and  real  estate 
hiws,  which  have  their  features  of  decided  interest.  *'*•  lo 
the  moral  as  in  the  physical  order,"  as  our  friend  Itnr- 
bide  tells  us,  **only  a  gradual  progress  can  be  expected." 
A  nation  of  nine  or  ten  millions,  two-thirds  of  whom  are 
of  pure  Indian  blood,  used  only  to  the  niost  primitive 
and  povcrty-stncken  ways  of  life,  cannot  be  too  sud- 
denly pusiied  forward.  TJicy  must  bo  allowed  to  go  at  a 
certain  pace,  even  with  the  best  of  intentions,  and  slowly 
adapt  themselves  to  the  improvements  designed  for  their 
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good ;  for  it  is  by  thGni,  tlie  rank  and  file,  after  all,  tliat 
these  must  be  supported. 

The  country  migiit  seem,  at  first  sight,  the  most  glori- 
ous place  fur  real  estate  speculation  in  the  world.  Iteal 
property  is  not  taxed  except  upon  such  income  as  it  pro- 
duces. When  not  actually  producing  income,  it  may  be 
idle  indetinitely,  and  escape  scot-free,  however  much  it 
raay  enhance  in  value  meanwhile.  But  there  are  embar- 
rassing restrictions,  devised  through  fear  and  jealousy  of 
the  foreigner,  which  UMike  tlie  prospect  much  less  attrac- 
tive. The  traveller  of  means  cannot  follow  his  whim, 
as  be  might  almost  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  of  buy- 
ing a  pretty  bit  of  land  or  house  that  attracts  him  and 
leaving  it,  to  reliini  to  when  he  will,  or  do  what  he 
please  witli  it. 

By  the  Mexican  Civil  Code  "no  foreigner  may,  with- 
out previous  permission  of  the  President  of  the  Hepnb- 
lic,  acquire  real  estate  in  the  frontier  states  or  territory 
within  twenty  leagues  of  the  frontier."  And  "  it  is  ab- 
solutely prohibited  to  foreigners  to  acquire  rustic  or 
urban  property  within  iive  leagues  of  the  coast." 

This  may  be  well  enough,  and  is  aimed  principally  at 
the  United  States,  as  a  way  of  preventing  any  gradual 
encroachments  from  the  borders;  but  farther,  and  more 
important :  no  foreigner  may  own  real  property  at  all, 
except  on  condition  of  remaining  permanently  and  look- 
ing after  it.  If  he  bo  absent  from  the  country  for  two 
years,  his  property  may  be  denounced  and  entered  by  the 
first  comer,  the  same  as  if  it  were  a  mine.  lie  cannot 
even  have  an  agent  in  the  country  to  hold  it  for  liirn. 
Nor,  even  should  he  comply  with  the  rigid  condition 
named,  could  he  then  sell  it  to  another  foreigner. 

The  transient  foreigner,  so  far  as  be  is  concerned,  can- 
not acquire  real  estate  on  any  condition. 
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AH  tbie  is  set  down  in  the  Code  in  the  most  explicit 
terms.  The  most  driving  improvement  company,  there- 
fore, could  sell  lots  only  to  Mexicans.  The  class  of 
wealthy  Americans  expected  as  winter  residents  would 
be  rnled  out  of  the  calcalation,  though,  of  course,  they 
may  stop  at  the  hotel. 

There  is  also  some  ambiguity  as  to  what  commercial 
corporations,  with  one-third  of  their  directors  resident  in 
the  country,  may  or  may  not  do,  since  the  construction 
of  the  term  "corporation**  is  not  the  same  as  with  us. 
8ome  construing  or  explanatory  enactments  are  needed 
to  remedy  the  ambiguity  last  mentioned,  and  au  entire 
sweeping  away  is  needed  of  all  the  rest. 

If  there  be  sincerity  in  the  manifestations  of  desire  for 
progreea,  and  aid  from  without,  Mexico  must  sweep  away 
narrow  and  benighted  restrictions.  If  outside  capital  be 
demanded  for  works  of  amelioration  and  embellishment, 
how  can  it  be  expected  at  such  a  price  \ 

And  why,  in  the  nanie  of  goodness,  in  this  enlightened 
day,  should  not  the  foreigner  be  put  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing aa  the  native  in  these  matters,  and  allowed  to  hold 
property  wherever  ho  will  throughout  the  civilized  world  \ 

Let  the  foreigner  bear  in  mind,  too,  that  he  must 
be  niatriculated  at  the  Department  of  Foi-eign  Affairs, 
through  the  Consnl-general,  in  order  to  have  any  recog- 
nized standing  in  a  court  of  justice,  in  cases  of  ditticulty. 
Without  this  formality  oven  his  foreignness  is  not  nec- 
cmwrilj  conceded  to  him  as  a  protection. 
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VI. 

THE  FERR0CARRILB8. 


Tbj^  ferro-earnf^9y  the  caminos  dt  fierrOy  or  railways, 
were  the  business  of  the  hour.  In  speaking  of  the  com- 
iug  greatness  of  the  capital  I  mentioned  glibly  the  prin- 
cipal ones  which  are  supposed  to  have  a  part  in  it.  Tbcy 
are  by  no  means  all  built.  Far  from  itl  It  is  not  even 
certain  that  Rome  of  the  most  promising  of  ihem,  on 
paper,  ever  will  he  built. 

The  matter  of  granting  railroad  chaiiers  in  Mexico  is 
by  no  means  new.  They  have  been  granted  for  thirty 
years  or  bo,  to  Europeans  and  natives,  wlio  did  little  or 
nothing  with  thein.  It  was  only  when,  under  the  adop-1 
tion  of  a  more  enlightened  policy,  they  came  to  he^ 
granted  to  Americans  that  the  roads  were  built  and  the 
charters  had  a  value.  At  once  everyboiJy  who  prided 
himself  upon  the  necessary  influence  began  to  desire  a 
charter  also.  He  might  not  want  to  nse  it  at  once,  but 
could  keep  it  and  see  what  turn  things  were  to  take.  Or 
ho  might  transfer  it  to  some  more  powerful  ownership 
to  Tvliich  it  would  be  worth  a  consideration.  This  new 
ownership,  too,  might  wait  to  see  what  was  likely  to 
happen.  If  railways  promised  to  be  profitable  in  the 
country,  it  was  well  for  certain  great  corporations  in  th< 
United  States  to  have  their  feeders  or  extensions  there;! 
at  any  rate,  they  could  keep  others  from  the  lield  till  thej 
should  be  satisfied  of  its  character. 
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It  is  in  this  way,  I  surmise,  that  some  of  the  present 
ichiscs  have  been  got,  and  arc  reflectively  held.  There 
have  been  henchmen  to  procure  them  and  turn  them  over 
to  patrons,  who  wait  a  while  before  going  to  work,  trust- 
ing to  iuflnenoe  to  procnre  the  proper  extensions  and 
renewals  of  time,  if  needed. 

Stories  were  afloat  of  practices  eniployod  in  the  obtain- 
|Dg  of  concessions  and  subsidies,  which  I  should  prefer 
believe  falsifications.  I  heard  one  or  two  of  them,  it 
is  true,  from  sttmewhat  inside  sonrces,  and  such  practices 
ire  not  unknown  elsewhere;  yet  1  like  much  better  to 
tliiuk  that  tliere  are  no  persons  of  standing  and  influence 
in  Me.\ic'o  wlio  could  prostitute  tlieir  high  position,  and 
put  a  shameless  greed  for  gain  before  the  public  in- 
kir«et  in  a  crisis  like  the  present,  as  these  stories  seem 
to  indicnte. 

"Why,  in  our  great  West,"  said  an  American  visitor, 
settling  himself  back  in  his  chair  to  complain  vigoronely 
^f  certain  treatment  he  had  received,  "if  an  immigrant 
oomts  among  ns,  we  give  him  a  lift.  We  help  him  build 
■^is  house,  or  perhaps  put  him  np  a  bam ;  and  are  glad 
*odo  it.  If  he  has  capital  to  start  some  kind  of  factory, 
^  give  him  a  piece  of  land  free  of  charge.  That  is  the 
Anrtrican  style.  We  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets  and 
P*Joiit  a  little-,  knowing  full  well  that  we  shall  got  it 
*>i'd  in  time  in  the  greater  prosperity  of  the  town." 

"Yes,"  I  said,  by  way  of  sympathy  with  his  aggrieved 
^loalion,  and  a  proper  pride  in  the  American  style  of 
doing  tilings,  "and  1  am  told  that,  in  Chicago  and  St. 
Loois,  they  pay  his  hotel  bills  a  while,  and  try  to  keep 
Jii'm,  if  not  as  a  permanent  resident,  at  least  long  enough 
to  get  out  a  new  census,  in  which  ho  may  be  included.'' 

*'But  here/'  my  interlocutor  continued,  '"  there  is  noth- 
ing of  the  kind.    The  first  thing  they  ask  about  a  new- 
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comer  is,  '  IIow  much  can  we  make  oat  of  him  ?*  They 
waot  pay  for  permitting  him  to  do  something  for  them. 
There  is  no  public  spirit,  no  local  pride.  What  they 
want  is  exorbitant  gains." 

He  went  on  to  tell  of  an  application  for  a  charter 
by  an  American  company,  which  was  absolutely  refused. 
They  were  afterward  approached  and  told  that  tJie  privi- 
lege would  be  granted  to  a  eoriimittee  of  Mexican  sena- 
tors, who  would  in  tlieir  torn  transfer  it  to  the  company 
for  a  handsome  consideration.  The  go-betweens  in  this 
negotiation  declared  tliat  the  pei'sonages  who  were  to 
have  tlie  final  voice  in  the  granting  of  the  charter,  as  well 
as  themselves,  would  require  to  be  paid,  which  might 
have  been  trne,  and  niight  not.  A  liberal  share  of  the 
subsidy  to  be  \'oted  for  the  railway  was  to  be  exhausted 
in  this  way. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  be  anything  more  than 
political  "striking,"*  or  black-niailiug,  with  which  we  are 
familiar  at  Albany  and  elsewhere,  and  whether  the  cor- 
ruption ever  really  reaches  to  head-quarters.  At  any  rate, 
it  was  said  that  some  part  of  the  aid  devoted  to  each  sev- 
eral enterprise  was  diverteti  in  this  way  to  private  bene- 
fit. The  drainage  of  tlie  valley  had  been  offered  in  the 
United  States  at  a  reduction  of  forty  per  cent,  from  the 
amount  voted  by  the  appropriation  bill,  the  diScrence  to 
be  retained  by  the  purveyors  of  the  opportunity.  One 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  cash  was  demanded,  again, 
as  a  preliminary,  for  the  opportunity  to  fill  in  the  works 
of  a  certain  harbor  with  stone  at  a  reasonable  rate.  Such 
accounts  may  be  worth  looking  into  by  Mexican  authori- 
ty, with  the  interest  of  good  and  cconomiciil  work  and 
the  abatement  of  scandal  at  hcjirt.  There  is  probably  no 
better  form  of  patriotism  for  Mexico  just  now  than  a 
strict  and  uncompromising  honesty  of  administration. 
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There  were  entered  in  the  convenient  etatisticnl  hand- 
>k  known  as  the  **  Annuario  Universal,"  for  the  year, 
list  of  forty-one  railways  as  in  exphtUirion  (running), 
or  nnder  construction.     But  after  many  of  those  enu- 
merated was  inserted  a  note,  to  the  effect  that,  owing  to 
some  unforeseen  delay,  the  works  were  not  yet  tw-gnn. 
Taking  out  these,  and  a  larger  number  on  which,  though 
technically  begun,  little  or  no  labor  had  been  expended, 
there   was   still  an   unlooked   for  array   of   constructed 
ruids.     Taking  out  the  Eng  ish  road  from  Vera  Cniz, 
nd  what  had  been  done  by   the  Ainorican  companies, 
ilinoet  at  the  moment,  these  were  found  to  consist  of 
sliort  hits  of  local  line  scattered  throughout  the  coiuitry. 
There  was  not  a  through  line  among  ihem ;  many  were 
opemted  by  animal  traction  only;  they  h:id  Iieen  built  by 
natiyes, been  aiHictod  by  bankruptcies  and  other  troubles; 
Md  represented  the  railway  situation  ot  the  country 
*pwt  from  ontside  assistance.     You  were  even  drawn  a 
?wd  part  of  the  way  by  animals  on  the  English  bmnch 
from  Vora  Cruz  to  Jal:ipa;  and  in  going  fron»  Mexico 
^  the  mines  at  Pachuca,  after  leaving  the  main  line  at 
Ometoftco,  we  took  first  a  diligence,  and  were  tlien  pulled 
0/ mules  iu  a  Philadelphia-built  horse-car.     Tiic  number 
<*^  these  isolated  bits  has  not  increased  in  the  mean  time, 
MTonl  of  them  having  been  bought  up  and  incorporated 
w  the  larger  enterprises. 
lo  the  mean  time,  however,  the  list  of  projected  roads 
\i  lias  been  lil^erully  increased.     The  Congressional 
m  of  1881  was  the  most  active  ever  known  in  the 
iuthon'zation  of  new  enterprises  on  a  great  scale.     Tlie 
Mexican  Central,  trunk   line,  had,  however,  been 
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chartered  in  1S78,  and  the  Mexican  National  in  1880, 
The  first  charter  under  the  modern  movement  dates 
from  October,  1807;  and  since  then  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment has  issued  charters  for  over  20,(MX)  miles  of  road, 
with  subsidies  probably  to  the  amount  of  Jf200,000,000, 
Many  of  these,  witli  their  subsidies,  hftve  lapsed,  of 
course.  The  Government  is  now  held  for  about  15,000 
miles  of  road,  and  snbeidies  of  $90,000,000. 

The  ontorprisos  on  a  great  scale  are  all  American,  and 
the  chief  ones  among  them  may  be  estimated  roughly  as 
follows: 

Milet. 

Moxlcjin  rcnirnt  (Boston  Company) 2.000 

Moxioun  Naiionul  (Pjilmcr-SuUivan) 2,000 

8nnnni  (Bojtlon  Company) 600 

Mexicun  St>u(heru  (General  Graul,  President) 1.000 

Oiicnlul  (He  Grfji*t  uiid  Jay  Crt>uW)  1.200 

Topololmtnbo  (S<?u:ilor  Windom.  President) 1,300 

Intenuitiouu)  (Fri^tbieaud  Uuntiugtoo) 1.400 

Pacific  Oxisl  (Frisbie) 3.000 

Total - 13,800 


To  these  may  be  added  the  Sinaloa  and  Durango,  from 
the  city  of  Ouliacan  to  the  port  of  Altata^  in  Sinaloa;  the 
Tehnaiitepec  railway,  and  (.aptairi  Eadfi's  ship  railway 
across  the  same  istlimus,  to  take  tlie  place  of  a  ship  canal. 
The  privilege  to  bnild  an  American  railway  across  Te- 
huantepec,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  secured  (at  the 
same  time  witli  the  lower  belt  of  Arizona)  by  tlje  Gnds- 
dcn  treaty  of  1S53,  supplementary  to  that  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo.  The  road  was  supposed  to  be  needed  for  the 
consolidation  of  relations  witli  our  then  newly  acquired 
territory  of  California.  The  Pacific  railroad  fille<l  its 
place^  however,  and  the  project,  taken  up  and  dropped 
from  time  to  time,  has  since  had  but  a  lingering  existence. 

Captain    Eads   proposes  to  trunsport   bodily   ships  of 
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4000  tons,  190  miles,  bj  land.  He  will  Imve  twelve 
lines  of  rails,  and  four  locomotives  at  once;  and,  to  avoid 
jarring  in  transit,  cbanges  of  direction  will  be  nude  by 
a  series  of  turn-tables  instead  of  curves.  The  scheme  is 
a  startling  one,  and  meets  with  no  little  opposition.  It 
is  still  ordy  on  pa|>er;  but  its  pi-oposer,  who  has  abun- 
dantly vindicated  his  sagacity  in  conetructing  the  jetties 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  great  St.  Louis  bridge,  remains 
firm  in  his  conviction  that  ho  will  bo  able  to  sail  ships 
across  the  isthmus  on  dry  land. 


in. 

The  several  enterprises  are  succinctly  divided  into  two 
classes — those  on  the  ground,  and  those  on  paper.  It  is 
not  necessarily  a  disparagement  to  ttie  last  that  they  are 
still  in  such  a  condition,  for  many  of  them  are  of  very 
recent  origin. 

The  original  Mexican  Southern  road  is  to  run  south 
from  Mexico,  by  Puebia  and  Oaxaca  (capital  of  the  pop- 
ulous state  of  tlic  same  name)  and  the  frontier  of  Gua- 
temala, with  bi-anehes  to  the  ports  of  Anton  Lizardo,  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  Tehnantepec,  on  the  Pacific.  It 
is  to  connect  also  with  the  Tehnantepec  railway.  It 
relies,  as  a  principal  rcHOuree,  upon  the  transport  of  the 
valuable  productions  of  a  rich  tropical  country,  as  cotton, 
sugar,  coffee,  rice,  and  the  like.  Oaxaca  is  an  important 
small  city  of  28,000  people,  birthplace  of  General  Por- 
firio  Diaz,  the  Mexican  power  behind  the  throne,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  weightiest  person  in  the  country.  The 
route  will  be  a  rugged  one  to  build.  Much  of  the  area 
is  high  and  salubrious.  The  Oa.xacan  Indians  are  a  sturdy 
race,  who  have  followed  their  leader,  Diaz,  and  others  in 
many  a  hard-fought  campaign. 
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This  company,  however,  lias  lately  eUcetcd  a  coaHoli- 
dation  with  the  Mexican  Onental,  and  both  will  hence- 
forth be  known  under  the  name  of  the  Mexican  Southern. 

The  Mexican  Oriental  sets  out  from  Laredo,  on  the 
Texas  frontier,  and  proceeds  to  the  capital  by  way  of 
V^icton'a,  the  ca[>ital  of  the  etate  of  Tamaulipas.  It 
claims  to  Iiavc  a  bee-line,  and  to  be  200  miles  shorter 
than  any  other.  Its  mission  is  to  occupy  the  district  be- 
tween the  coast  and  the  Mexican  National.  It  throws 
out  a  branch  from  Victoria  to  San  Luis  Potosi ;  and  has 
a  ccmst-line  connecting  Taxpau,  Nautla,  and  Vera  Cruz. 
It  18  fed  by  some  12,000  miles  ^f  road  under  control  of 
Jay  Gould  in  the  United  States. 

The  International  is  chartered  to  ran  from  Eagle  Pass, 
in  Texas,  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  occupying  a  ticid  left 
vacant  between  tlie  Mexican  Central  and  National ;  and 
is  allowed  to  have  also  a  cross-line  to  a  point  between 
Matamoras  and  Tampico,  east,  and  between  Mazatlan  and 
Zihnataneso,  west.  The  theory  of  each,  it  will  be  seen,  is 
to  have  an  irkteroceanic  line  ns  well  as  a  main  line  north 
and  south. 

The  Pacific  Coast  road  covers  tlie  right  to  a  vast 
stretch,  beginning  at  a  point  below  Fort  Yuma,  Arizona, 
and  connecting  tlic  whole  series  of  Pacific  ports  down  to 
Guatemala.  Tlie  Topolobampo  lias  also  a  long  extension 
aoalhward,  to  touch  at  some  of  the  same  points. 

The  Topolobampo  route  (Texas,  Topolobampo,  and 
Pacific)  crosses  the  northern  border  states.  It  professes 
to  be  a  shorter  transcontinental  route  to  Australia  and 
Asia  than  any  other  that  can  be  laid  down  on  the  map. 
It  claims  to  have  at  Topolobampo,  just  within  the  Gulf 
of  California,  the  ancient  Sea  of  Cortez,  one  of  the  few 
fine  harbors  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

These    harbors    are    spaced    at  wide   intervals   apart 
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That  of  the  Cohimbia  River  of  Ore<;on  is  the  highest 
up.  TJien,  000  miles  sontli,  comes  San  Francisco;  441 
miles  below  this  is  Sun  Diego;  650  miles  farther  on,  in 
A  direct  Hue,  or  936,  doubling  Cape  St.  Lucas,  is  Topo- 
lobampo;  and  740  miles  south  of  this  again  is  Acapulco. 
Between  them  all  there  is  nothing  worthy  the  name  of 
harbor. 

Topolobampo  city,  within  the  confines  of  the  state  of 
Sinaloa,  exists  only  on  pa|>er  as  yet,  bnt  nothing  is  more 
impressive  in  its  elegant  regularity  and  iiuish  than  a  pa- 
per city.  It  claims  to  be  800  miles  nearer  New  York 
than  San  Francisco  by  railroad  travel,  and  that  a  person 
coming  from  Liverpool  to  Sydney,  Australia,  would  save 
600  miles  in  laying  out  a  course  from  Fernandina,  Flor- 
ida, by  New  Orleans  and  Topolobampo,  which  is  indi- 
cated as  a  route  of  tlie  future.  If  some  of  these  rep- 
resentations be  correct,  no  doubt  it  will  be.  We  live 
in  times  of  a  ruthless  commercial  greed  which  is  &top]>ed 
by  no  sentimental  considcratiuns  of  vested  rights  and 
convenience.  We  have  but  to  see  a  short,  through 
line,  with  possible  economies,  to  build  it  with  all  possible 
despatch. 

The  road  in  question  is  to  start  from  Picdras  Negras, 
on  the  frontier  of  Texas,  and  make  for  Topolobampo, 
across  the  states  of  Coahuila,  Chihuahua,  and  Sonora, 
with  brandies  to  Presidio  del  Norte,  also  on  the  Texas 
frontier,  and  to  Alamos,  in  Sonora,  and  the  port  of  Maz- 


atlan,  down    the  coast.      These   routes 


near,  and 


would  greatly  facilitate  operations  in  some  of  the  large 
silver-mining  districts,  of  late  entered  with  success  by 
American  capital  and  immigration.  The  reports  of  its 
surveys  chronicle  an  eiigaging  prospect  in  various  other 
ways.  It  ]»as8e8  from  belts  of  tropical  j)roducts  to  those 
of  white  pine,  oak,  and  cedar,  and  others  fitted  for  cereals, 
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grass,  and  cotton,  with  a  rich  iron  mountain,  and  dcpoBita 
of  copper  as  well  as  silver. 

The  uaaxim  is  laid  down  that  a  railroad  pays,  in  local 
traffic,  in  proportion  as  one  section  of  its  line  supplies 
what  another  lacks.  If  the  situation  bo  as  represented, 
Topolobampo  seetns  provided  with  most  of  the  essential 
conditions  of  success. 
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VII. 

THE  RAILWAYS  AT  WORK. 


The  Sonora  road  ia  already  built,  and  in  operation  as 
I  write.  It  is  a  Btretcb  of  three  hundred  uules,  from 
the  Arizona  frontier,  to  the  port  of  Guaymas,  near  the 
centre  of  the  shore  line  of  the  Gulf  of  California.  Its 
United  States  connection  is  by  a  branch  of  the  Atchison, 
Topeka,  and  Santa  F<},  from  Benson,  through  Calabas^is, 
to  the  border  at  Xo^^alos;  and  another  is  proposed,  from 
the  Southern  Pacific  at  Tucson.  The  management  of  this 
enterprise,  as  well  as  of  the  Great  Mexican  Central,  is 
practically  that  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka,  and  Santa  YL 

Itfi  coui*&c  ia  across  the  state  of  Sonora.  It  abolishes 
the  old  system  of  ox-train  transportation  and  the  dusty 
stage-line  from  Tucson.  It  will  be  found  fault  with, 
among  others,  by  the  savage  Apaches,  whose  refuge 
Northern  Mexico  has  so  long  been.  Their  depredations, 
with  their  territory  penetrated  by  raili-oada,  must  soon 
come  to  an  end  once  for  all.  The  other  Indians  of  the 
state — Yaquie,  Mayos,  and  Opatas  —  are  docile,  and  a 
principal  reliance  for  cheap  labor.  The  road  taps  mines, 
and,  by  means  of  a  branch,  what  ia  even  more  important 
for  Mexico,  the  valuable  Santa  Clara  coal-fieldB.  It  has 
the  little  city  of  Ilermoeillo,  with  its  plantations,  irrigated 
by  aqueducts,  in  its  course;  and  its  port  of  Gaaymas  is 
commodious  and  sheltered. 


I  have  parposelj  reserved  to  the  last — the  better,  per- 
haps, to  present  them  to  view — the  two  great  trunk  lines 
of  principal  importance,  the  Mexican  Contml  and  the 
Mexican  National.  Tlteae  two  represent  the  bulk  of  the 
entire  movement  as  it  is  at  pre&cut.  Neither  had  many 
miles  in  actual  o{)eration  during  voy  stay;  but  the  works, 
railway  stations,  city  offices,  and  artuy  of  employes  of 
both,  were  constantly  in  sight  at  the  capital,  and  were 
the  principal  evidences  by  which  the  manner  of  the  rail- 
way invasion  of  Mexico  could  be  judged. 

Energy  of  movement,  ingenuity  in  planning,  and  an 
almost  limitless  expenditurcj  all  indicated  here  conscien- 
tious work,  and  uot  simply  railroad  building  on  paper. 

^The  Central  begins  at  £1  Paso,  tlie  terminus  of  the 
jhison,  Tupeka,  and  Santa  Fe,  as  well  as  a  station  ou 
the  Southern  Pacific,  at  the  frontier  of  New  Mexico. 
It  extends  to  the  capital,  a  distance  of  thirteen  hundred 
miles,  tapping  on  the  way  a  long  series  of  tlio  leading 
cities  of  the  republic,  most  of  these  as  well  c-apitals  of 
states.  It  has  also  a  great  interoceanic  cross-line,  which 
is  to  pass  from  the  port  of  Tampico,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, through  the  cities  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  Lagos  (the 
junction  with  the  main  line),  and  Guadalajara,  to  San 
Bias,  on  the  Pacitic.  It  is  expected  that  the  main  line 
will  be  completed  about  July,  1SS4. 

The  first  reached  in  the  chain  of  leading  cities  is  Chi- 
hnahna,  with  about  eighteen  thousand  inhabitants.  The 
line  is  already  running  to  this  point,  and  is  completed  in 
all  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  miles  southward  from 
Paao  del  Norte.  Tlie  visitor  by  rail  may  already  have 
in  Chihuahua  a  glimpse  of  a  place  presenting  most  of  the 
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tjpicB.1  Mexican  features.  It  has  Aztec  remains,  and  a 
largo  cathednd,  built  out  uf  a  percentage  of  the  proceeds 
of  a  silver-tnine  in  bonanza.  It  is  the  eceoe  where  the 
patriot  Hidalgo,  who  first  raised  the  standard  of  insurrec- 
tion against  Spanish  rule,  was  shot,  having  been  treacher- 
ouflly  bctrajod  by  his  friends.  This  story  is,  nnha}>pily, 
uf  but  too  fre<{uent  repetition  in  Mexican  annals. 

Durango,  throe  hundred  miles  farther,  has  twenty- 
eiglit  thousand  people.  It  has  been  spoken  of  as  the  Ul- 
iimu  Thuh  of  civilized  Mexico,  tlic  barren  plains  to  the 
north — wliich  are,  indeei],  very  common  in  all  these  up- 
permost states  —  not  having  been  considered  wortliy  to 
be  included  with  the  country  below.  There  are  places 
where  water  is  not  to  be  liad  for  two  and  three  days  at  a 
time,  but  must  be  carried  by  the  traveller.  The  inhabi- 
tants have  had  to  depend  considerably  upon  themselves 
for  defence,  as  is  seen  in  the  occasional  fort-like  hacien- 
das, with  walls  turreted  and  pierced  for  musketry, 

Zacatecas,  moving  onward  now  into  a  country  of  rec- 
ognized civilization,  has  62,0(M.i  people;  San  Lnis  Potosi, 
45,Oi>0;  Aguas  Calientes,  35,000;  Lagoe,  25,000;  Leon, 
100,000 ;  handsome  Guanajuato,  capital  of  the  state 
which  is  the  richest  of  the  whole  interior,  63,000;  Ce- 
laya,  30/M>0 ;  Silao,  38,000;  Inipuato,  21,000;  Salamanca, 
20,0CK);  and  luxurious  GuadaJajai'a,  li4,000. 

The  mining  of  the  precions  metals  is  a  leading  indus- 
try over  all  the  area  thus  described,  which  abounds  also 
in  the  agricultural  products  of  a  gentle  and  tcuipei*ate 
climate.  The  railroad  is  now  running  northward  from 
tho  city  of  Mexico  to  I>ago8,  and  is  completed  for  three 
hundred  and  thirty-four  miles  from  this  lower  end. 

Listly  in  tho  chain  of  cities  may  be  mentioned  Qnere- 
taro,  which  has  a  population  of  48,000.  It  is  the  site  of 
flourishing  cotton-mills,  nn  aqueduct  which  is  compared 


> 


with  the  works  of  the  RoniAnB,  and  it  saw  the  6nal  re- 
sistanco  and  execution  of  Maximilian.  Mexico  it&i*1f  has 
200,000  inliabitants.  I  liavo  snmmed  up  here  neiirly  a 
million  of  people;  and  it  would  W3em  that  a  railroad 
along  the  line  of  which  are  6cattei*ed  such  coniuiunities 
as  these,  grown  to  their  present  dimensions  without  even 
tolerable  means  of  approach,  need  not  lack  for  snpiwrt. 

True,  large  numbers  of  the  people  are  Indians  and 
very  poor;  but  I  point  to  the  example  of  Don  Denito 
Juarez,  the  liberator  of  his  country  from  the  French,  an 
Indian  of  the  pnrest  blood,  and  to  numerous  othei^s  acces- 
sible on  every  hand^to  show  that  there  is  nothing  inher- 
ent in  the  race  itself  to  debar  it  from  the  highest  devel- 
opment with  increase  of  opportunities.  And  if  any  sup- 
pose that  they  do  not  like  to  travel,  let  him  simply  iu- 
s]>ect  the  excursion  trains  where  tliird-elass  cai*8  are  sup- 
plied to  them  in  sufficient  unmbers. 

III. 

I  made  the  trip  over  the  section  of  the  Central  to  the 
small  city  of  Tula.  Its  principal  feature  is  the  passage 
through  the  great  Spanish  drainage  cut,  along  one  side  of 
which  it  lias  been  allowed  to  terrace  its  track.  This  cut — 
the  Tajo  of  Nochistongo,  before  mentioned,  designed  for 
keeping  the  lakes  from  inundating  the  valley — was  be- 
gun under  the  viceroys  as  far  back  as  lfi07,  and  continned 
for  a  couple  of  hundred  years.  Such  mamm(»th  earth- 
cutting — a  ditch  twelve  miles  long,  a  couple  of  hundred 
feet  deep,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty  wide — was  never 
seen  elsewhere  in  the  world ;  and  it  is  said  to  have  cost 
the  lives  of  seventy  thouBand  jyry//w»,  or  Indian  laborers, 
in  the  course  of  constractton.  Why  this  should  have 
been,  and  how  they  died  —  whether  by  slipping  in  and 
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They  got  at  this  time  two  and  a  halCfll 
3t8)  a  day.     They  arc  very  suspicious," 


beiM<r  buried,  or  under  the  exactions  of  cruel  tagk-mafiters, 
and  whether  tho6C  who  passed  away  simply,  of  old  age 
(for  which  it  will  be  seen  there  was  ample  time)  are  in- J 
clndcd — does  not  appear.  | 

I  went  partly  by  construction  train,  dining  in  their  ear 
with  a  group  of  jolly  young  engineers,  and  partly  on 
horseback  over  the  U'tre-plaine  (the  graded  road-l^d),^ 
which  makes  an  excellent  surface  for  riding.     The  peonf 
swarming  on  tlie  work,  in  white  cotton  shirts  and  drawei 
have  roddisii  skins,  bristly  black  liair,  and  a  sudden,  wild-^ 
eyed  way  of  addressing  you.    They  have  an  analogy  to 
the  Chinese  type. 
reals  (thirty-one  ccni 

and  have  aheolutely  no  idea  of  trusty  or  waiting  over  the 
appointed  time.  Dangerous  strikes  have  resulted  front] 
some  slight  putting  off  of  the  pay-day,  which  usually^ 
takes  place  once  a  week.  In  other  respects  they  are, 
very  tractable. 

There  were  said  to  be  thirty  thousand  of  them  at  work 
on  railroads  at  this  date.     Tlie  rate  of  wages,  so  favor- 
able to  the  contractors  at  first,  has  been  gradually  rising 
under  the  active  demand  in  the  mean  time,  and  1  have 
heard,  since  my  return,  of  a  strike  on  one  of  the  northern 
roads  for  as  liigh  as  ^1  a  day.     They  buy  gay  clothes  for 
Sunday,  and  pidqxie^  and  save  nothing.     Many  will  notj 
even  work  steadily.     Two  such  form  a  partnership  to' 
take  a  single  place,  and  one  works  lialf  the  week  and] 
the  other  the  rest.    There  were  some  who  walked  all  Sat<i 
urday  night  to  spend  Sunday  at  Qiicretaro,  and  returned 
Monday  morning.     On  the  haciendas  they  arc  generally 
in  debt,  and  as  they  cannot  leave  when  in  debt,  they  are 
so  far  attached  to  the  land,  like  serfs.    Each  gang  has  a 
Cafio  (or  head),  who  is  simply  an  enterprising  one  of 
themselves,  and  gets  an  allowaitce  of  two  cents  extra  for 
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each  man  he  controls. 
The  Cabo  is  a  great 
man  aiiion^  the  railway 
lalwrers,  and  out  of 
eabos  arise  the  Benito 
Juarezes,  and  hopes  in- 
definite for  the  evoln-  ^"^  "•*""  «****»«  draisaok  tut. 
tion  of  the  race. 

I  spent  the  night  at  Tula.  It  was  the  capital  of  the 
Toltecs  before  the  day  of  the  Aztecs.  I  climbed  tlie  Hill 
of  the  Treasure,  to  inspect  sume  rnius  over  which  archce- 
olofi^isla  have  uiade  a  stir.  There  are  no  sculptures  nor 
carved  stones,  notliing  but  some  opened  cellars  and  heavy 
walls,  with  patches  of  a  rod  plaster,  as  at  Pompeii,  ad- 
hering to  them.    But  wc  stayed  our  horses,  and  looked 


lowTi,  from  a  tbicket  of  organ-cactus  and  nopal,  upon  a 
lovely  eansct  over  the  vallej  of  Tula.  It  is  a  little 
pocket  of  fertility  in  tlie  hills,  and  it  does  not  seem  at 
all  wonderful  that  the  Toltocs  stopped  there  in  tlieir 
inignitions  southward. 

My  7iiozo  pointed  out  a  ruin  in  the  thick  woods,  which 

I  he  declared  was  Toltec,  knowing  that  to  be  what  I  was  in 
icarch  of.  It  was  picturesque  enough,  its  walls  having 
been  split  by  an  irrepressible  vegetable  growth;  but  it 
liad  the  same   stylo  of  battlements  (a  kind  of  Spanish 

I  horn  of  dominion)  as  the  fortress-like  church  in  the  town, 
dating  from  1553,  atid  was  much  more  modera. 
I  went  into  this  cool  old  church — vast  enough  for  a 
cathodrul — next  day,  wlien  the  teni|>erature  was  warm 
williout.  It  was  entirely  vacant.  Fatigued  with  my 
journeying,  I  sat  on  a  comfortable  old  wooden  bench, 
And  dozed  till  awakened  sharply  by  the  striking  of  a 

I  little  cuckoo-clock.  1  seem  to  have  dreamed  that  the 
numorouH  quaint  tignrcs  of  saints,  in  dresses  made  of 
actual  sluflfs,  had  somehow  an  cvery-day  existence  there, 
in  addition  to  their  sacretl  character,  and  that  they  were 
taking  notice  of  the  intruder,  and  offering  audible  com- 

Imonts.  This  is  one  of  the  ways,  I  suppose,  in  which  very 
good  miracles  have  been  wrouglit  hefoi*o  now. 
For  the  rest,  the  pliice  consisted  of  a  plaza,  with  two 
or  three  pultpte-^\\o\t^\  a  shop  of  general  traps,  with  the 
ambitious  title  of  "  Lob  Ta^oucs  ;"  a  hottca  (or  drug-shop), 
kept  by  one  Perfeeto  Espinoza;  a  Hotel  de  las  Diligen- 
cias;  and  a  little  jail,  at  one  corner  of  the  plaza,  where 

I  a  conple  of  soldiers  walked  up  and  down,  and  the  pris- 
oner peeped  out  through  a  large  wooden,  grated  door. 
And  there  was  a  good  restaurant,  kept  by   a   little 
Frenchman,  who  moved  on  with  it  from  time  to  time  to 
the  head  of  the  line. 
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IV. 


The  Mexican  Xational,  or  "Palmer-Sullivan,"  road  ie 

loe  to  the  same  enterprise  which  established  the  snccess- 

fnl  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  sjstcni  in  Colorado  and  New 

Mexico.      It  is,  like  that,  a  narrow  gauge,  instead  of  a 

standard  gangc,  line,  and  a  connection  is  to  be  ultimately 

itabliehed  between  the  two.     In  some  respects  it  may 

^chvim  to  be  the  pioneer  in  the  modern  movement,  since 

itfl   agent  in  Mexico,  James   Sullivan,  had  obtained  a 

'charter  and  begun  to  raise  money  in  1S72,  but  was  stop- 

||>ed  iu  his  project  by  the  panic  of  the  following  year. 

The  National  takes  a  much  shorter  line  to  the  capital 

than   the  Central,  say  eight  hundred    miles,  as  against 

^thirteen   hundred.      Its  initial  point  is   Laredo,  on  the 

^Texaa  frontier.     It  is  running  already  into  Monterey, 

the  capita]   of  Nuevo  Leon,  iind    built   below   Saltillo. 

Of  the  charms  of  the  little  city  of  Monterey,  which  lias 

medicinal  springs  beside  it,  travellers  begin  to  speak  in 

the  warmest  terms.    It  touches  San  Luis  Potosi  and  Cc- 

laya  aa  well  as  the  (Jentral^  and  has  along  or  near  its 

course  other  cities,  well  peopled,  though  less  known  to 

fame,  as  Matchnala,  the  population  of  which  is  25,000. 

lt»  eastern  port  is  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  though  it  will 

liave  a  branch   also   to   Matamoras.      Its   westward  ex- 

tcDgjon  (only  less  important  than  the   main  line)  winds 

fonisd  about,  through   the  cities   of  Toliica,  Maravatio, 

lorclia,  Guadalajara,  and  Colima,  down  to  the  port  of 

"»zanillo. 

Pour  of  these  are  capitals,  and  nil  are  populous,  and 
liave  wide,  well-paved  streeti^  and  handsome  buildings, 
public  and  private.  Toluca,  at  a  great  Jieight,  8825  feet, 
aUjve  the  sea,  is  often  atilicted  by  a  rather  frigid  tem- 
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perature;  Coliraa  is  distinctly  in  the  tropics;  but  Mo- 
relia  affords  the  happy  medin?n,  and  its  whole  state  of 
Michoacan  has  charms  npon  which  the  appreciative  never 
have  done  expatiating.  Humboldt  speaks  of  the  lake 
found  at  Patzcuaro  as  one  of  the  loveliest  ou  the  globe, 
Madame  Calderou  de  la  Barca,  in  her  journey  liere,  could 
hardly  refrain  frotn  regretting  the  lavishing  by  Nature 
of  what  seemed  {^o  few  were  there  then  to  enjoy  it) 
almost  a  wasted  beauty.  '^We  are  startled,"  she  says, 
"  by  the  conviction  that  this  enchanting  variety  of  hill 
and  plain,  wood  and  water,  is  for  the  most  part  unseen 
by  hnman  eye  and  nntrod  by  hnman  footstep/' 

The  route  winds,  too,  oa  its  way  to  Guadalajara, 
around  the  great  Jake  of  Chapala.  Truly,  it  seems  they 
are  to  be  happy  travcllci'S,  those  of  the  immediate  future, 
to  whom  the  siniple  device  of  the  railway  is  to  open  up 
so  much  of  the  wildnuss  and  loveliness  of  nature,  com- 
bined with  the  quaintucss  of  an  old  Spanish  civilization. 
We  are  apt  to  forget,  in  our  preconceived  impressions, 
what  an  important  ])art  Old  Spain  played  in  the  country 
during  three  hundred  years,  what  treasures  she  spent 
there.  She  had  made  a  beginning  of  some  of  these  solid, 
regular  cities,  which  surprise  one  like  enchantment  on 
emerging  upon  them  from  forests  and  wastes,  a  hundred 
years  before  tlie  Pilgrims  lauded  at  Plymouth  Kock. 
Very  little,  in  fact,  has  been  added  to  what  the  Spanish 
domination  left.  The  modern  movement,  since  1821,  is 
to  be  credited  with  very  little  in  the  way  of  new  build- 
ings. Such  compliments  as  are  paid  in  the  course  of  these 
descriptions  to  the  architecture  belong  chiefly  to  that  re- 
maining from  a  much  earlier  date.  The  reputation  of  the 
republic  is  still  to  be  made  in  all  such  matters  when  it 
shall  have  outgrown  the  ample  legacies  bequeathed  it,  and 
have  need  of  farther  accommodations  peculiarly  its  own. 
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V. 

In  all,  the  National  has  completed  four  hundred  and 
sixty  miles.    It  is  said  of  late  to  bave  been  sold  to  an 
Inglieh  company.     We  need  not  forego  onr  American 
►ride  in  its  early  achicvetnents,  even  if  this  be  so.     Per- 
haps snch  A  transfer  might  be  of  benefit,  in  allaying  the 
drx^ad  of  an  overweening  American  influence. 

It  "Was  not  done  even  to  Toliica  in  my  time.  It  has  to 
face  its  most  ardaous  engineering  difticulties  at  the  very 
beginning,  and  fortunately  goes  far  more  smoothly  after- 
ward. No  less  than  seventeen  bridges,  of  solid  construc- 
tion, had  to  be  thrown  across  the  little  stream  of  the 
Wo  Ilondo  in  two  or  three  miles  of  its  course. 
A  pay-train  on  horseback  started  out  from  the  central 
office  every  Saturday,  to  convoy  the  silver  coin  for  the 
wages  of  the  army  of  bauds  employed  on  the  firat  section 
of  twenty  miles. 

"Hide  with  ns!'*  its  members  often  hospitably  urged, 
and  I  more  than  once  accepted  the  invitation. 

It  is  an  ull-day  adventure,  and  a  fatiguing  one.  Be- 
hold ns  at  early  morning  clattering  out  of  the  court-yard 
to  rido  up  into  the  fastnesses  of  the  monntains.  a  curious 
cavalcade.  The  treasure  is  packed  upon  the  backs  of  a 
dozen  mules,  which  are  placed  in  the  centre.  A  troop  of 
llnnilrtf  (the  efficient  force  organized  by  Portirio  Diaz 
fw  the  better  protection  of  the  rural  districts)  takes  tho 
**"•  A  numerous  retinue  of  armed  rnozoH  of  the  com- 
^^)\  with  ourselves,  bring  up  the  rear.  The  young 
^'^fieenj,  paymastere,  and  contractors,  well  mounted, 
^itli  long  boots  and  revolvers,  present  n  handsome,  half- 
"lilitary  aspect. 

"  c  liave  presently  lost  sight  of  the  city,  and  are  upon 
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high  rolling  barrens,  where  the  Burface  is  volcanic  and 
rent  into  an  infinity  of  eeauis,  and  the  only  vegetation  is 
that  of  nopal,  or  prickly-pcar,  as  large  aa  apple-trcca  with 
us.  Here  and  there  a  cluster  of  white  tents  is  seen  at  a 
distance,  and  cotton-clad  i>eons  delving  in  gulch  or  on 
mountain -side  arc  like  eome  strange  species  of  white 
insects. 

Tile  whole  expedition  wears  a  most  un-nineteenth- 
ccntury  air.  We  might  be  sonic  band  of  marauders  re- 
turned from  an  ancient  foray.  The  Rurales  have  some- 
thing in  their  cut — the  buff  leather  jacket8»  crossed  by 
ample  sword-Lelts,  and  wide,  gniy  felt  hats — of  the  troop- 
era  of  Cromwell.  Each  has  a  riile  in  his  bolster  at  the 
saddle-bow,  and  a  gray-and-scnrlct  blanket  ^trappetl  be- 
hind liiin.  Nothing  could  be  more  spirited,  in  color, 
than  these  costumes,  dismounted  beside  a  cactus-tree,  or 
tlirowu  out  against  the  blue  of  distant  mountains.  On 
the  harness  of  some  of  the  mules  are  embroidered  in 
red  and  bine  their  names,  or  that  of  some  hacienda,  as 
"Santa  Lucia,"  to  which  they  have  belonged. 

It  is  undei'stc»od  that  an  individual  with  a  crimson 
handkerchief  around  the  back  of  his  head,  under  his  sil- 
ver-bordered sombrero,  is  the  titular  cacique  of  San  Bar- 
tolito  by  descent  from  ancient  chiefs.  He  precedes  us, 
being  employed  by  tlio  company  to  look  out  for  plots 
and  ambuscades.  When  wo  liave  passed  what  Lo  con- 
eiders  tlie  dangerous  points — these  are  genendly  in  the 
neighborhood  of  elevations,  whence  an  intending  bandit 
could  spy  the  road  for  a  distance  in  both  directions,  and 
where  are  raviites  on  either  side  for  concealment  and 
escape — he  rejoins  the  troop,  and  converses  upon  the 
propriety  of  his  receiving  more  salary  for  his  arduous 
duties.  No  molestation  has  ever  yet  been  offered  these 
caravans,  and  there  is  hardly  likely  to  be.     From  a  con- 
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fiiderable  experience  lu  remote  parts  of  Mexico  I  atn 
satifified  that,  however  prudent  ample  precautions  may 
be  \\\  exceptional  cases  like  this,  the  oixlinary  traveller 
runs  little  if  any  more  danger  of  robbery  than  at  home. 

At  the  pay-stations  we  breast  onr  way  through  crowds 
of  the  peons  so  thick  that  the  horses  can  hardly  be  pre- 
vented from  trampling  upon  them,  always  with  their 
narrow  foreheads,  bristling  hair,  staring,  wild  eyes,  and 
large,  undecided  mouths.  Their  money  is  jingled  out  to 
them  through  a  pay-window  into  their  shabby  sombreros. 
Venders  of  eniall  commodities  and  pidque  wait  for  tiiem, 
and  protit  by  the  new  supply  of  funds. 

At  these  stations  the  engineers  lead  a  kind  of  barrack 
life.  The  interior  contains  some  beds,  a  dining-table,  and 
a  safe;  outside  is  a  storehouse  of  picks,  shovels,  and  bar- 
rows. Wiicther  here,  in  their  construction-car,  or  tents, 
tbey  extend  tlie  stranger  a  cheery  liospitality.  They  are 
hearty,  robust  fellows — "not  here  for  their  health,"  as 
their  saying  is.  Many  of  them  have  seen  service  in  war 
and  in  other  climes,  and  their  company  is  both  amusing 
and  iustrnctive. 


VI. 

The  right  of  way  usually  given  in  all  the  concessions' 
is  for  a  width  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  Material 
and  supplies  for  the  road,  and  connected  telegrapli  line, 
are  exempted  from  duty  generally  for  the  period  of 
twenty  years.  Neither  the  concession,  property,  nor 
shares  can  be  alienated  to  any  foreign  government,  nor 
can  a  foreign  government  be  admitted  as  a  shareholder. 
The  fear  of  foreign  domination  crops  out  everywhere  in 
Mexican  legislation  ;  and  perhaps  the  weakness  of  the 
nation,  and  the  sad  experience  of  its  seizure  by  Xapoleon 
on  the  pretext  of  debt,  are  sufficient  excuse  for  such 
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nervousness.  At  any  rate,  all  companies  organized  un- 
der its  charters  agree  to  be  strictly  Mexican,  and  to 
renounce  all  rights  and  exemptions  as  foreigners. 


^^^^.    - 


There  is  no  great  vacant  public 
domain,  as  witli  us,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment has  not  aided  the  new 
enterprises  with  land  grants.     Up 
to  a  recent  period,  however,  it  has 
attached  to  each  concession  a  cash 
subsidy  of  $10,I.>00  to  *15,0<X)  a 
mile.    Both  the  Central  and  Na- 
tional are  thus  subsidized.      In  order  that  the  burden 
may  not  fall  too  heavily  upon  an  exchequer  always  weak, 
the  payments  ai*c  made  to  depend  upon  the  pledge  of  six 
per  cent,  in  the  one  case,  and  four  in  the  other,  of  re- 

kpts  at  the  custom-houses.     Certificates  for  the  several 
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umonntB  as  they  become  due  are  issued  to  the  conipantea, 
wliich  must  wait  for  colleclion  till  there  are  funds  to_ 
meet  thctn.  I 

The  latest  plan,  affecting  most  of  the  great  ftcheraes 
still  chiefly  on  paper,  gives  no  subsidy  with  the  charter, 
but  gives,  instead,  certain  privileges  to  atone  for  its  ab- 
sence. A  less  strict  accountability  to  Govemraent,  with 
a  much  higher  tariff  of  charges,  is  permitted.  It  has" 
been  questioned  by  some  whether  under  these  conditions 
a  charter  witliout  the  subsidy  is  not  better  than  with  it. 
It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  liowever,  so  far  as  the  matter 
of  tlie  higher  rates  is  concfrncd,  that  between  compet- 
ing points  the  company  wliifh  can  afford  to  run  at  the 
cheapest  nites  gets  the  busiue&s.  If  but  a  tithe  of  the 
railroads  now  covering  tlie  map  like  a  net-work  be  built, 
there  need  be  no  fear  of  the  lack  of  a  lively  competition. 

The  stocks  and  bonds  of  railroads  are  not  boogbt  onfl 
the  word  of  a  desultory  tnivcller  mainly  in  search  of  the 
picturesque — though  I  will  admit,  too,  tliat  they  are  often 
bought  upon  less.  I  am  not  afraid,  therefore,  to  express 
a  certain  enthneiasm  about  i\\^  ferro-carnU^  of  Mexico, 
which  are  in  everybody's  mouth.  It  is  the  railways 
which  have  made  tlic  modern  world  elsewhere  what  it 
is,  and  why  should  they  fail  of  tlie  usual  effect  here  ?         fl 

They  may  be  overdone,  and  there  may  be  panics  and 
shrinkages,  such  as  have  occurred  elsewhere,  though  this 
16  not  extremely  probable,  owing  to  the  reasons  for  wari-fl 
ness  which  lie  very  much  on  the  surface.  The  conditions 
to  be  conformed  to  must  not  be  souglit  in  a  parallel  situ- 
ation of  things  in  the  United  States,  but  rather  in  suuhfl 
countries,  pcrha]is,  as  Russia  and  India,  with  a  large 
peasant  population  to  bo  developed,  instead  of  a  new 
jn-ipulation  to  be  created.  We  have  built  railroads  in 
advance  of  settlement,  and  depended  upon  immigration .-« 
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{o  fin  up  in  their  wake.  Mexico  lias  but  an  infinitceiniiLl 
immigration,  and  presents  no  great  inducements  to  it  at 
preeent.  It  mast  depend  upon  the  local  carrying  trade 
and  natural  development  of  the  indnstrics  and  commerce 
of  the  country.  It  has  a  population  per  square  mile  bnt 
little  less  than  that  of  the  Uuitcd  States.  These  arc 
of  %  natnral  intelligence,  and  capable  of  the  stimulus  of 
ambition  when  opportunities  are  opened.  Tliey  are  to 
be  encouraged  to  be  no  longer  siitistied  with  a  bare  sub- 
Bistenco  for  themselves,  but  to  produce  from  their  fertile 
lands  a  surplus,  fur  which  a  market  is  now  opened.  They 
ire  to  ti*ade  upon  it  and  become  amassers  of  wealth. 

^o  less  than  10,000  miles  of  railways  are  si)read  over 
iwliat  were  once  tlie  old  Mexican  provinces  of  Califor 
t^ia,  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Colomdn,  AVyoniing,  Nevada, 
luh,  and  Texas.  Railways  have  brought  these  out  of 
tlifi  nothingness  in  which  they  rooently  lay  so  vast  and 
desolate.  What  must  they  not  inevitably  do  at  last  for 
Old  Mexico  itself,  so  fully  peopled,  and  scattered  with 
centres  of  trade  and  of  the  arts  of  civilized  life? 
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It  is  perh«|M  tboogbt  that  tbe  work  of  improrement  id 
to  be  eficeled  cntirelr  froni  witboot,  die  Mexican  himself 
reinAining^  paapire,  And  alluinng  ererjtliiDg  to  be  done 
for  biu).  Tbe  view  ia  rapported  bj  tbe  extent  to  which 
tbe  borinen  of  tbe  conntTj  is  already  in  tbe  banda  of  for- 
•ignen.  The  baokena  and  mannfactnrers  are  English. 
Tbe  Oermarta  control  hardware  and  **  fancy  goods^" 
French  and  Italians  keep  tlie  hotels  and  restanrants; 
Spaniards  the  amall  groceries  and  pawn-ehope,  and  deal 
in  tlic  producta  of  the  country.  These  lutter  have  a  re- 
pute for  somewlmt  Jewish  style  of  thrift.  Tlicj  are 
ontorpriBing  atf  adininietrators  of  haciendas^  and  often 
marry  the  propriotorH^  daughters^  and  possess  thctnsclvcB 
on  their  own  Account  of  the  properties  to  which  they  were 
iHjnt  an  ngentn.  Wliether  it  be  due  to  sach  rivalry  or 
not,  it  18  to  be  note<t  that  there  are  few  Jews  in  Mexico. 
Finally,  the  AnioricatiB  build  the  railroads. 

The  Mexican  proj>er  is  a  retail  trader,  an  einploy^^ 
or,  if  rich,  draws  liis  revenues  from  haciendas,  which  in 
many  chhcs  ho  never  sees,  and  where  his  money  is  made 
for  him,  Tlicse  arc  on  an  enormous  scale.  The  chief 
part  of  the  land  is  comprised  in  great  estates,  on  which 
the  pt'OMaiitH  live  in  a  seini-scrfdom.  Small  farms  are 
scarcely  known.     For  his  tine  hacienda  in  the  state  of 
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OAxaca  ex-President  Diaz  is  said  to  have  paid  over  a 
million  of  dullai-s;  on  anotlier  the  appliances  alone  cost  a 
million.  The  revenues  of  Mexican  i>roprietors  liave  been 
heretofore  devoted  to  the  purcbase  of  more  real  estate, 
or  loaned  out  at  interest;  at  anj  rate,  "salted  down"  in 
some  such  way  as  to  be  of  little  avail  in  setting  the 
wheels  of  indnstry  in  motion. 

Before  adopting,  however,  the  conventional  view  that 
this  state  of  thin^  is  due  to  inferiority  of  race  or  ener- 
vating climate,  considerations  on  the  other  side  are  to  be 
looked  at.  In  the  lirst  place  is  the  revolutionary  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  which  until  a  recent  date  subjected 
the  citizen  who  ventured  to  place  his  property  beyond 
his  immediate  recall  to  a  thousand  embarrassments  from 
one  or  another  of  the  contending  parties.  Such  immuni- 
ties and  advantages  as  there  were,  were  enjoyed  by  for- 
eigners alone,  under  the  protection  of  their  diplomatic 
representatives. 

Again,  there  have  been  peculiar  inequalities  of  fortune, 

coming  dawn  from  the  old  Spanish  liionarchical  times. 

There  has  been  at  one  extreme  of  society  a  class  too  ab- 

jit't,  and  at  the  other,  one  in  too  leisurely  circumstances, 

to  greatly  aspire  to  farther  impruvement,  and  the  miildle 

cW  has   been   of  slow   formation.     The  difficulties  in 

llio  way  of  travel  and  communiaition  with  foreign  parts 

^ot  the  middle  class,  from  the  bosom  of  which  tinaucial 

*«(wa»  chiefly  springs,  Imve  been  of  a  repressive  sort. 

TliG  climate,  of  the  central  table-land  at  least,  must  not 
^  considered  enervating.  One  must  lay  his  ideas  of 
^"HiHte,  as  depending  u[»on  latitude,  aside,  and  compre- 
"C'ld  that  here  it  is  a  matter  of  elevation  above  the  sea. 
Indivitinal  Mexicans  are  to  be  met  with  who,  under  the 
*tuiin]u8  of  the  new  feeling  of  security,  have  embarked 
^f'^ir  capital,  put  plenty  of  irons  in  the  tire,  and  appear  to 
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handle  them  with  skill.  The  street  railways  of  the  capi 
tal,  an  extensive  and  excellent  system,  are  niider  native 
management  exclusively.  It  is  as  successful  in  mining. 
It  was  only  when  the  great  Real  del  Monte  Company  at 
Pachuca,  formerly  Englitjh,  passed  into  Mexican  hands 
that  its  mines  became  profitable. 

I  should  be  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  backward- 
ness of  the  Mexican  is  not  tiie  result  of  a  native  incapac- 
ity or  lack  of  appetite  for  gain,  but  chiefly  of  the  physical 
conformation  of  the  country.  The  mnle-path  is  traced 
like  a  vast  hieroglyphic  over  the  face  of  it,  and  in  this  is 
read  the  secret — lack  of  tmnsportation. 

But  the  zealons  advocate  of  race  and  **  Northern  en- 
ergy" objects:  **  How  long  is  it  since  we  had  no  railroads 
ourselves  if  And  yet  did  we  not  reach  a  very  pretty  de- 
gree of  civilization  without  them  i" 

But  Mexico  not  onl}'  had  no  railways,  hut  not  even 
rivers  nor  ports.  It  was  waterways  which  made  the  ]>ros- 
]>erity  of  nations  before  the  day  of  steam.  It  is  hardly 
credible,  the  completeness  of  the  deprivations  to  which 
this  interesting  country  has  been  so  long  subjected.  The 
wonder  is,  to  any  experienced  in  the  diligence  travel,  and 
the  dreary  slowness  of  the  journeys,  at  a  foot-pace,  by 
beasts  of  burden,  not  that  so  little,  but  so  very  much,  has 
been  done.  On  the  trail  to  tlie  coast  at  Acapulco,  for 
instance — in  popnlar  phrase  a  mere  camhw  de  pajaroB 
(road  for  birds) — have  grown  up  some  charming  towns, 
like  Iguala,  the  scone  of  the  Emperor  Iturbide's  famous 
Plan,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  would 
hardly  ever  have  originated  under  such  circumstances. 

Commerce  and  trade  in  such  a  land  naturally  have  their 
peculiar  aspects.  There  ib,  in  the  first  place,  the  compli- 
cated tariff,  already  referred  to.  Americans  should  not 
let  a  uew-born  enthusiasm  for  a  promising  market  hurry 
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them  into  consignments  without  a  thorough  understand- 
ing of  the  preuiises.  As  to  engaging  in  undertakings  in 
tlie  country  itself,  one  who  hai^l  done  so  helii  that  tlie 
iiew-vomer  sliould  make  his  residence  there  for  six  montlis 

or »  year,  and  lirst  acquaint  himself  with  the  peoplcj  tlieir 

'iistoins,  and  Lingnage. 
'*  Better  make   it  two  years,  on  the  whole,"   he  said, 

^flwitively,  "and  then  he  will  go  home  again  and  let  it 

*^«'>c  altogether." 
Without  bharing  this  saturnine  view,  the  importance 

^'soiuo  preliminary  acquaintance  cannot  ho  too  strongly 

'"'^iMeil  upon.     The  great  inertia  of  customs  and  ways 

^^  l%king  at  things  so  different  from  our  own  is  appre- 

CJJited  more  and  more  as  time  g()es  on. 
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The  most  proinieing  openings  at  present  woold  seeni; 
to  be,  for  capital,  to  work  up  into  manufactures  the 


raw 


\  with  which  til 


itry  abounds.     Th 


material  wuu  wiacn  tiie  cou4ii 
tnnities  will  increase  with  the  growth  of  transportation. 
Labor  is  cheap.  Tlie  peons  liave  little  inventive  but  suf- 
ficient imitative  talent,  and  make  cxeellcnt  mill-hands,  vl 
They  work  for  twenty-five  and  thirty-seven  cents  a  day,fl 
and  have  no  trades-unions  nor  strikes.  There  is  little 
opening  as  yet  for  persons  of  small  means.  The  govern- 
ment has  t^ken  but  its  first  rudimentary  steps  toward  the 
encouragement  of  immigration,  and  the  path  is  beset  with 
difficulties. 

A  commercial  treaty  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  adopted  in  some  form 
befoi'e  long,  and  miiy  result  in  the  improvement  of  local 
business  opportunities,  as  it  must  in  the  volume  of  trade, 
between  the  two  countries.  What  we  want  is  such  a  re- 
duction of  duties  as  to  put  us  on  the  same  footing  at  least' 
as  Enghiiul  {in  favor  of  which  there  is  a  certain  tliscrimi- 
nation),  so  tliat  our  goods  and  macliinery  can  be  sold  in  i 
the  country  on  reasonable  terms.  It  is  predicted  that  afl 
trade  which  is  now  about  ^30,000,000  per  annum  (includ- 
ing both  exports  aud  imports)  can  be  made  |ilOO,000,000- J 
The  Mexicans^  on  their  side,  desire  admission  for  theiisH 
sugar  and  hemp.  The  treaty  has  met  with  its  chief  op- 
position thus  far  from  oar  Southern  sugar-planters. 
Their  fear  of  competition  is  hardly  reasonable  at  pres-] 
ent.  Our  own  product  seems  more  likely  to  go  to  Mex- 
ico at  tiret.  It  is  a  matter  of  note  tliat  sugar  lias  been 
selling  at  eighteen  cents  a  pound  of  late  at  old  Monterey, 
in  the  country  which  professes  to  raise  it.*'     The  total 


*  Detailed  figures  of  our  trade  with  Mexico,  and  other  useful  mat- 
ters, will  !>e  found  in  the  "Border  States  of  Mexico."  by  Leoaidas 
Hamilton.    Chica^.  1882. 


THJ£  (JVESTIOS  OF  UOSK\\  -S'.V^ -rfAf CX^/*/ Vff.       lOl 

value  of  the  exports  from  Mexico  for  the  past  iis<^l-^e'si' 
has  been  $29,000,000.  Of  these  ^14,000,000  came  to  ne, 
and  $10,000,000  went  to  England,  Our  own  exports  to 
Mexico  for  18S1  were  somewhat  over  $11,000,000. 


IL 

At  present  Mexico  is  ]>erhap6  tlie  most  difHcult  conn- 
try  in  which  to  do  business  in  the  civilized  world.  A 
enstomer  four  or  live  hundred  miles  off,  even  on  the  best 
roads,  is  iive  or  six  days'  journey  distant.  In  preparing 
for  it  it  is  not  long  since  he  whs  Hccustomed  to  first  mako 
his  will.  The  merchant  has  friendly  as  well  as  commer- 
cial relations  with  his  customer.  He  is  more  or  less  his 
banker  at  the  same  time,  not  for  the  resulting  profit,  but 
because  it  is  expected  of  hinu  If  he  does  not  offer  such 
accommodation  some  other  house  will.  Credits  are  long, 
and  it  is  not  expected  that  interest  will  be  charged  even 
on  quite  liberal  overlaps  of  time. 

Payment  is  made  in  tlie  bulky  silver  currency  of  the 
country;  and  this  is  sent  in  large  sums  by  guarded  con- 
voys, tlie  conduciaii,yAi\Q\\  converge  upon  the  capital  four 
times  a  year — in  January,  April,  August,  and  November. 
There  were  hut  two  hanks  issuing  hills  at  this  time,  and 
these  to  but  a  small  amount,  and  receivable  only  at  short 
distances  from  the  capital.  One  of  these  was  a  private 
corporation,  the  other  the  National  Monte  de  Piedad,  or 
pawn-shop. 

The  visitor  becomes  early  acquainted  with  tlie  Mexican 
^'dollar  of  the  fathers,"  to  his  sorrow.  Sixteen  of  them 
weigh  a  solid  pound.  It  is  obviously  impossible  to  carry 
even  a  modei*ate  quantity  of  tliis  money  concealed,  or  to 
carry  it  at  all  with  comfort.  The  unavoidable  exhibition 
of  it,  held  in  laps,  chinking  in  valises,  standing  in  bags, 
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,•:  :\kliy*pD)ired  out  in  prodigious  streams  at  the  banks  and 
:  •  •    'commercial  houses,  is  one  of  the  features  of  life. 

Guadalajarrt,  the  supply  from  which  unites  with  that 
from  Zacjitecas  at  Quort/taro,  is  tlie  northernmost  |>oint 
from  which  money  is  despatched  by  cfOidurta  to  Mexico. 
A  portion  of  that  even  from  here  is  despatched  to  San 

FranciHco,  by  the  port 
of  San  Bias,  just  as  a 
part  of  that  from  Za- 
catecas  goes  to  Tam- 
pico  through  San  Luis 
Potosi.  The  country 
north  of  San  Luis  to 
the  east  ships  its  funds 
to  Matamoras ;  those 
of  Durango  are  di- 
vided between  Mata- 
iiior.is  and  Mazatlan  ; 
wliile  Pueblo,  Oaxaca, 
and  the  rest  of  the 
soutli  tind  tlieir  nat- 
ural outlet  at  Vera 
Cruz. 

The  importance  of 
the  great  amducfa  in 
these  times  is  dimin- 
ished by  the  growing  safety  of  the  transport  of  money 
by  private  hands.  Its  days  arc  numbered  with  the 
progress  of  tlie  railwaye^  nearing  so  rapidly  the  central 
cluster  of  cities  in  M-hich  it  has  its  origin.  Even  now  it 
no  longer  came  wholly  to  town,  but  took  the  Centra!  train 
at  the  lirst  feasible  point,  at  lluclmetoca,  the  Spanish  cut 
for  the  drainage  of  the  valley.  Its  place  as  a  spectAcIe  is 
filled  by  the  pay  conductoH  of  the  railroads. 
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A  revision  of  these   accounts  is  needed  altnoet  from 
loment  to  moment  as  T  write,  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid 
langes  in  affairs.    A  National  Bank  and  banks  of  foreign 
icorporators  have  been  established  in  the  mean  time,  with 
ithority  to  issue  large  amounts  of  but  inefficiently  se- 
ired  paper.    The  Mexican  National  Hank  may  now  issue 
bills   to    tlie   amount  of  860,(>00,000,  upon  a  capital  of 
!0,O00,OO0.     They  arc  legal  tender  from  individnuU  to 
he  government,  but  not  frgm  the  government  to  individ- 
Is,  nor  between  individuals.     One  of  the  arguments  in 
Lvor  of  this  bankfOar  minister  was  assured,  was  that  it 
ronld  counteract  in  some  sort  the  influence  of  the  United 
Btates:  tlie  usual  patriotic  leaven  cropping  up,  it  will  be 
ttsen;  though  how  it  shonld  accomplish  the  purpose  in 
view  it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  understand.     A  flood  of 
«l«preciated  paper  is  driving  tlie  solid  coin  out  of  circula- 
tion; 60  that,  while  the  traveller  may   be  now  able  to 
carry  hia  money  comfortably  about  him,  there  may  be 
irnicli  worse  in  store  for  the  Mexicaria  themselves  than 
*lie  handling  of   bags   of   unwieldy  dollars.      It  is  not 
l>leitsant  to  see  also  tliat  the   government  shows  some 
"^nuBnal  pecuniary  embarrassment.     Its  expenditures  for 
"ic  Inet  fiscal  year  exceeded  its  revenues  by  ten  per  cent, 
•"d  ft  loan  is  talked  of.     Shoidd  a  spirit  of  recklessness 
^'iter  into  the  managen)ent  of  the  finances,  in  all  this 
*ttirl  of  novelties,  complicated  by  tlie  issues  of  paper,  a 
*^'«  tnight  be  precipitated,  which  would,  of  course,  have 
^'*«  counted  among  the  retarding  influences  on  the  rail- 
ways. 


III. 


^*iop8  and  shopping  in  Mexico  follow  much  more  Eu- 
'^['caa  than  American  traditions.  A  fancifnl  title  over 
the  door  of  the  shop  takes  the  place  of  the  name  of  a  tirm 
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or  sitigle  proprietor.  You  liave  no  Stnitli  &  Browti,  but, 
instead — on  the  sign  of  a  dry-goods  store,  for  instance — 
"The  Surprise,"  or  "The  Spriug-tirae,"  or  "The  Explo- 
sion/* A  jeweller's  Is  apt  to  he  called  "The  Pearl,"  or 
"  The  Emerald ;"  a  slioe-store,  '*  The  Foot  of  Venus,"  or 
"The  Azn re  Boot." 

The  windows  are  tastefully  draped,  after  tlie  way  of 
shop -windows.  Within  stand  a  large  force  of  clerks, 
touching  shoulder  to  shouldor.  Tliey  seem  democratic 
in  their  manners,  even  by  an  American  standard.  They 
shake  liands  over  the  counter  with  a  patnm  with  whom 
they  have  er»joyed  a  sliglit  previous  acquaintance ;  ask  a 
mother  of  a  family,  perhaps,  after  the  health  of  "Miss 
Lolita  '*'  and  "  Mi&s  Soledad,"  her  daugliters,  who  may 
have  accompanied  her  thillier.  One  of  them,  they  hear, 
is  going  to  be  married.  Perhaps  this  is  accounted  for 
by  the  presence  among  the  minor  clerks  of  some  of  con- 
siderable social  position — some  of  the  class  you  meet  with 
afterward  at  the  select  entertainments  of  the  Minister  of 
Guatemala,  for  instance.  But  a  limited  choice  of  occu- 
pations lias  been  open  to  the  youth  of  Mexico,  and  those 
who  cared  to  work  have  had  to  take  such  placet?  as  they 
could.  They  apply  now  with  great  eagerness  for  the 
positions  of  every  sort  oJfferiog  under  the  new  euter- 
prises. 

It  was  not  etiquette  of  late  for  ladies  of  the  upper  class 
to  do  shopping  in  pnlilic,  except  from  their  carriages,  the 
goods  being  brought  out  to  tlieni  at  the  curb-stone.  Now 
they  may  enter  shops.  A  considerable  part  of  the  buy- 
ing, as  of  furniture  and  other  lionsehold  goods,  is  still 
done  by  the  men  of  the  family.  Nor  was  it  etiquette 
for  ladies  to  be  seen  walking  in  the  streets,  even  with  a 
maid,  except  to  and  from  mass  in  the  morning. 

The  change  in  both  respects  is  ascribed  to  the  horse- 
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cai-fiu  The  point  of  ceremony,  it  appears,  was  fonnded 
somewhat  Mymxx  tlio  dittieulty  of  getting  about. 

Americ-anifiin  now  appeai-6  in  the  streets  with  inci*eas- 
ing  frequency,  in  tlie  signs  of  dealers  in  arms,  sewing- 
niacliines,  and  other  of  our  useful  inventions.  Our  in- 
surance companies,  too,  are  a  novel  idea,  to  which  the 
Mexicans  seem  to  take  with  much  readiness.  The  prin- 
cipal shopping  hours  are  from  four  to  six  o'clock  of  the 
afternoon.  From  one  till  three,  or  even  fonr,  little  is 
done.  Even  the  liorsc-cars  do  not  run  in  the  middle  of 
the  day.  There  is  a  general  stoppage  of  affairs  for  din- 
ner. It  is  but  a  short  time  since  that  enterprising  per- 
son, tlie  commercial  traveller,  wi\s  unknown  in  the  ooan- 
try,  but  now  he  begins  to  flourish  here  as  elsewhere. 

The  profits  of  favorably  situated  houses,  in  the  absence 
of  keen  competition,  have  been  very  large,  and  methods 
of  doing  business  correspondingly  loose.  The  Mexican 
merchant  does  not  go  into  a  fine  calculation  of  the  pro- 
portionate value  of  each  item  of  a  foreign  invoice,  bnt 
•Mumps"  the  profit  he  thinks  ho  ought  to  receive  on  the 
whole.  Some  articles,  in  consequence,  can  be  bonglit  at 
less  than  their  real  value,  while  others,  iu  cumpoubation, 
are  exorbitantly  advanced. 

It  is  the  smaller  trade,  and  that  most  removed  from 
metropolitan  influences,  which  is  the  ga^'est  and  roost 
entertaining  as  a  spectacle.  Uow  many  picturesque  mar- 
ket scenes  does  not  one  linger  in!  Each  community  has 
its  own  market-day,  not  to  interfere  with  others.  The 
flags  of  the  plaza  and  market-lionsos,  which  are  commodi* 
ons  and  well  built,  are  hidden  under  fruits,  grains,  cocoa 
sacks  and  mats,  striped  blankets  and  rebmt?Jt^  sprawling 
brown  liuibs^  embroidered  bodices  and  kirtles,  as  if  spread 
with  a  thick,  richly  colored  rug.  A  grade  above  the  open 
market  is  the  Parian,  a  bazaar  of  small  shops,  in  which 

6* 


106 


OLD  MKXICO  ASD  HBR  LOST  FROVLS'CKS. 


■wn 


'«'!••  .    II 


goods,  &ale&-peop1e,  and  cnstomerB  alike  might  all  be  put 
upon  cunvas  only  with  the  nioet  vivid  of  hues. 

I  give  some  ex- 
amples of  tlie 
street  architecture 
of  the  more  im- 
portant fihops. 
The  approach  to 
many  is  under  the 
welcome  jxtrMle^, 
sh^dy  in  Burishino 
and  dry  in  the 
wet.  Not  a  few 
of  the  shops  have 
been  old  Spanish 
palaces  before  be- 
in*]^  adapted  to 
their  present  nse. 
I  transferred  to 
tny  sketch-book  a 
bit  from  tlie  lead- 
ing in^rcf'ria  (dry- 
goods  store)  of  the 
important  minor 
city  of  Pnebla 
"^m  which  I  tliought 
^~  particularly  inter- 
-  esting.  It  was 
called,  after  the 
prevailing  fash- 
ion^ "  The  City  of  Mexico"  Tiie  entire  front — upon 
wliich  still  remained  the  carved  escutcheon,  showing  tliat 
it  had  been  the  residence  of  a  family  of  rank — was  faced 
up  between  carvings,  in  a  gay  pattern  in  tiles,  the  figures 
glazed,  the  rest  an  unglazed  ground  of  red. 
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IX. 

SOCIAL  LIFE,  AXD  SOME  NOTABLE  IXSTlTUTlOyS. 


The  persona  wlio  once  lived  in  these  old  Spanish  pal- 
xces,  and  descendants  of  tlie  titles  of  nobility  existing  be- 
fore tlie  Independanco,  are  still  tnnch  esteemed  in  a  certain 
small  circle  in  the  country.    There  are  pointed  ont  to  you 
thoee  who  should  by  right  he  marquises  and  counts,  and 
tike  titles  are  uccasiunally  given  tlieui.     The  Mexican  no- 
bles, from  the  time  of  Cortes  down,  lived  in  magnificent 
style  in  their  day.     The  Count  of  Re^la,  who  has  left  his 
trace  after  I»im  in  many  directions,  must  have  enjoyed 
almost  the  state  of  royalty.     A  single  hacienda  of  his  in 
^choacan  was  thirty  leagues  in  length  by  seventeen  in 
Wdlh,  and,  sloping  down  from  the  temperate  plateau 
^  llic  tropic,  comprised  in  its  extent  the  products  of  al- 
"1061  every  clime.     He  fitted  out  two  sliips  of  the  largest 
*'W,  building  tiiem   of   mahogany  and   cedar,  and  pre- 
^'tcd  iheni  to  the  King  of  Spain.     Inviting  his  majesty 
lo  visit  the  country,  he  assured  Iiim  that  his  horse  should 
trnd  on  nothing  but  ingots  of  silver  from  the  coast  to 
*^e  capitjil. 

A  remnant  of  the  old  n-obft'Hse  rallied  around  Maximil- 
^^  when  he  came  to  assume  the  Emperor's  crown.  With 
w"»,  and  wliat  remains  of  MaxiniiHan's  court,  and  some 
'fi*  other  families  of  a  peculiarly  exclusive  turn,  a  circle 
•*  cowfilituted  somewhat   corrct'ponding  to  the  Parisian 
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Fanbonrg  St.  Germaiiu  Tliej  are  sometimes  stigmatized 
as  "Mochoe,"  literally  hypocrites.  Tbey  are  rich,  pass 
much  of  tlieir  time  abroad,  protest  against  the  sequestra- 
tion of  the  Church  property,  and  exhibit  a  refined  horror 
at  the  vandalism  of  tliese  later  times. 

**The  government/*  they  tell  you,  *•  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  pofuhwho^  the  rabble:  the  genU  lumrada^  respectable 
society,  has  notliing  to  do  with  it." 

In  a  novel  wliidi  I  have  by  a  Mexican  writer,  Cuellar, 
a  secretary  of  legation  at  Washirjgton,  the  scene  is  laid 
in  this  faction  or  clique.  *'  Chouu,''  or  Incarnacion,  the 
heroine,  or  leading  feniitiine  character, "  had  been  brought 
up  from  childhood  more  to  rtbhor  than  admire.  The  con- 
versations in  the  family  continually  turned  upon  the 
utter  antipathy  which  the  men  and  things  of  Mexico 
inspired." 

"They  !iad  for  visitors  Church  notables  and  tliose  of 
the  wealtliy  who  still  retained  the  parchments  of  their 
ancestry.  If  they  made  any  new  accjuaintance  it  was 
some  S[»aniard  lately  come  into  relations  with  theui 
through  the  business  of  their  estates." 

The  fashionable  men  in  the  story  have  been  educated 
at  Paris,  and  become  elegantly  Uaae  there  as  well.  In 
contrast  to  these  is  shown  one  Sanchez,  a  vulgar,  pushing 
fellow,  upheaved  from  the  depths  by  the  revolutions. 
He  has  the  "gift  of  gab,"  which  he  has  utilized  to  make 
himself  a  figure  in  politics;  has  enriched  himself  with  the 
spoils  of  the  Church  establishment,  and  secured  a  good 
place  tinder  government.  He  more  than  hints,  however, 
when  he  is  found  to  have  iinally  lost  it,  that  he  is  ready 
to  engage  in  upsetting  **Don  Benito" — it  is  now  under 
the  regime  of  Pi-esidont  Juarez  tliat  the  scene  is  laid — or 
in  any  other  convulsion  that  may  promise  to  again  mend 
his  fortunes. 
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T  do  not  quite  know  wLich  side  the  writer  hitneelf  is 
on,  Id  this  satirical  work ;  it  is  eo  bitter  all  around.  It  is 
certainly  interesting  as  showing  two  such  boldly  distinct 
types,  one  of  them  at  least  picturesque,  evolved  out  of 
the  peculiar  conflicts  of  the  country.  Let  us  hope  that 
there  are  few  of  the  dangerous  Sanchez  pattern  in  the 
present  juncture  of  affairs.  The  Mochos  cannot  now  be 
numerous  nor  dangerous,  with  the  wholesale  victor}'  of 
middle  or  lower  class  republicanism  around  them.  They 
b&ve  taken  little  part,  voluntarily,  in  the  saccessive  revo* 
latioDs  since  their  own  overthrow,  leaving  them  rather  to 
be  fought  out  by  professional  soldiers  of  fortune.  They 
temporize  a  little;  attend,  perhaps,  the  wedding  of  some 
rich  railway  contractors  daugliter,  in  order,  as  they  say, 
not  to  draw  upon  themselves  a  direct  enmity;  but  they 
do  not  open  their  own  houses  in  return  ;  they  do  not 
**  entertain." 

Don  Sebastian  Lerdo,  spoken  of  as  the  most  scholarly 
President  the  country  ever  had,  is  conceded  to  have  been 
to  a  considerable  extent  "in  society."  He  was  expelled 
by  Portirio  Diaz,  and  is  now  in  retirement  at  New  York, 
The  political  class  since  that  time  has  either  not  been 
well  received  in  the  circle  spoken  of,  or,  perhaps  too  busy 
with  other  affairs,  has  not  greatly  eai*ed  for  it. 

Such  being  the  case,  there  are  few  reunions,  and  these 
of  an  informal  character.  Nor  do  tlie  officials  give  enter- 
tainments themselves.  Social  gayeties,  as  we  understand 
them,  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  in  Mexico.  It  is  only 
under  the  neutral  roofs  of  the  foreign  ministers  that  they 
take  place  with  some  satisfaction.  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  at  the  capital  during  the  visit  of  General  Grant,  and 


no 


OLD  MEXICO  AND  HSH  LOST  PROVJAX'KS. 


to  see  a  social  movement  which,  bj  the  general  testimony, 
was  qnite  phenomenal.  Tliere  was,  among  tlie  rest,  a 
fjislii unable  wedding,  attended  by  the  President  and  his 
cabinet,  A  "reception""  and  banquet  were  given  in  llje 
evening  on  the  occasion  of  the  signing  of  a  civil  contract 
between  the  parties.  The  religious  ceremony  took  place 
at  chnrch  next  day.  The  interior  courts  of  the  house 
were  wreathed  witli  flowers,  and  lent  themselves  palatiiil- 
ly  to  the  festivity,  as  they  always  do.  Tlie  banquet  was 
spread  along  the  ba&es  of  the  columns  of  tlie  arcade. 

The  young  Mexican  women  are  still  kept  apart  from 
the  other  sex,  and  made  love  to  chiefly  on  their  balconies 
in  the  good  old-fiisbioned,  romantic  style.  Their  man- 
ners when  met  with  in  public,  however,  are  not  so  un- 
usual as  might  be  expected.  They  seem  neither  more 
nor  less  diffident  than  elsewhere.  They  are  allowed  to 
take  part  at  balls  in  a  slow  waltz  called  the  dama — so 
slow  as  hardly  to  be  a  danre  at  all — which  is  chiefly  an 
opportunity  for  conversation. 

TIjc  high-contrflcting  parties  to  the  marriage  above- 
mentioned  were  by  no  means  young,  and  in  general  the  ex- 
ceeditig  precocity  of  development  and  early  age  of  enter- 
ing into  the  marriage  relation  supposed  to  be  characteristic 
of  the  tropics  were  not  apparent.  It  was  said  that  merce- 
nary considerations  were  not  frequent,  and  claim  was  laid 
to  a  good  deal  of  simplicity  and  honest  affection  in  the 
settlement  of  these  matters ;  though  how  the  parties  get 
at  eacli  other,  under  the  restrictive  system,  sufliciently  to 
enter  upon  a  simple  and  honest  affection,  is  one  of  those 
things  tliat  remain  a  mystery.  It  is  said  that  the  young 
woman  who  remains  single  is  not  stigmatized  for  it  in  the 
common  way  as  "old  maid."  They  say  very  charmingi}' 
instead  :  *-^She  is  difficult.     She  is  hard  to  suit.^' 

In  the  country  the  match-making  is  often  taken  charge 
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of  bj  the  village  priest,  who  brings  the  parties  together 
finally  at  dinner. 

As  a  general  remark,  the  manners  of  the  lower  class  of 
the  country  are  innch  better  than  ours,  and  those  of  the 
tipper  are  not  as  good— not  as  often  based  upon  real 
kindliness  of  heart  and  genuine  desire  to  be  of  service. 
The  Mexican  promises  a  hundred  things  which  he  has  no 
intention,  often  no  ability,  of  performing.  The  Ameri- 
can is  not  without  his  faults — the  more's  the  pity — but 
iu  a  general  way  he  aims  to  do  as  he  agrees.  lie  will 
often  make  against  the  Mexican  the  reproach  of  a  certain 
slipperiness — a  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  importance  of 
adhering  to  his  word. 

in. 

Each  considerable  group  of  foreign  residents,  as  th< 
French,  Germans,  and  Spaniards,  has  its  handsome  casino, 
or  club-house,  which  is  a  standing  resource  for  the  diver- 
sion of  members. 

A  French  traveller  as  far  back  as  1838  complains  of 
the  unsociable  conduct  of  the  Mexicans.  If  something 
of  the  kind  be  still  observed,  tlierefore,  it  is  not  new, 
"  Tliey  abound,"  he  says,  "  in  a  superfluity  of  fine 
plirases,  and  it  is  in  this  easy  way  that  they  discharge 
themselveB  of  their  obligations." 

All  who  know  European  life,  however,  are  aware  that 
the  theatre  and  the  cafe,  with  people  of  the  Latin  race, 
largely  take  the  place  of  the  social  visiting  and  entertain- 
ing at  home  prevailing  among  Anglo-Saxons.  Our  next- 
door  neighbors,  after  all,  may  only  have  followed,  making 
a  little  more  severe,  the  traditions  of  Old  Spain.  Ladies 
do  not  often  appear  at  the  caf^s,  but  they  are  often 
at  their  boxes  at  the  theatres,  to  which  they  subscribe 
season ;  and  thev  would  slq  more 
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no  doubt,  were  the  pieces  as  a  rule  better  worth  tbeir 
consideration.  There  are  three  large,  well-built  theatres, 
the  Nncioual,  Principal,  and  Arbeu,  and  minor  ones  for 
the  working-class. 

The  entertainments  esteemed  of  chief  importance  are 
tliose  of  the  FVcrjch  ojwra  companies  wliicli  come  over 
from  Havana,  on  their  rounds.  A  native  Spanish  oj)eni- 
IwufPe  and  ballet,  called  zarsueloy  is  much  given  at  other 
times.  For  the  rest,  the  theatrical  pieces  presented  are 
the  works,  in  prose  and  verse,  of  tlie  Spanish  dramatists 
current  at  home,  or  occasionally  of  sonic  native  dramatist, 
announced  with  an  extra  flourish  which  In's  prodnction 
does  not  usually  justify.  They  are  all  announced  with 
a  siitticient  flourish,  so  fiir  as  that  is  concerned.  There  is 
always  going  on  some  especially  Gran  J'^unchn,  as,  for 
example: 

"The  grand  Drama  of  Ctistoms,  Entirely  New,  in 
three  acts  and  verse,  by  the  distinguiHlied  poet,  D.  Leo- 
poldo  Cano,  author  of  the  pi'ecious  comedy,  *  La  Mariposa,* 
entitled  'La  Opinion  Pcblka.' 

"This  sublime  work  of  the  distinguished  poet,  D.  Leo- 
poldo  Cano,"  the  bill  goes  on  to  say,  "was  received  at 
Madrid  with  an  nstoiiiiding  acclaim.  The  Spanish  Press 
has  lavished  upon  it  a  tbousjind  eulogies.  *  *  *  Jn  choos- 
ing it  for  the  6ec9nd  subscription  night,  we  feel  that  the 
public  will  know  how  to  value  it  as  it  truly  merits,  and  to 
value  at  the  same  time  the  skill  of  the  Company  in  their 
most  finishEd  studies  and  essays." 

I  do  not  recollect  any  of  tliis  as  very  novel,  or  likely  to 
be  of  interest  if  translated,  apart  from  some  portions  de- 
pending npon  such  a  difference  of  manners  and  customs 
as  to  be  hardly  intelligible  to  an  American  audience.  My 
acquaintance  with  the  theatre  began  with  a  piece  at  the 
Nacional, called  "The  First  Patient.''    There  was  a  young 
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doctor  on  the  stage,  and  an  acquaintance  of  his  had  fallen 
love  witli  liis  wife,  and  p\it  a  note  in  her  work-basket 
»y  waj  of  telling  her  so.  The  note  was  conveyed  to  the 
iiiighaiid,  who,  instead  of  shooting  the  imprudent  writer, 
took  occasion  presently  to  Hssunie  a  look  of  horror,  and 

Kretend  that  the  tatter  had  gone  blind.     Before  the  ho- 
lario  could  protest,  a  bandage  was  clapped  over  his  eyes, 
ledicaments  given  to  make  hitn  believe  in  his  own  inis- 
tortune,  and  he  was  pnt  nnder  a  course  of  onerous  treat- 
^meiit. 

^^  After  a  series  of  absurd  situations  he  was  finally  re- 
^■Mttd,  persuaded  by  degrees  tliat  he  was  cured.     The 
^"froeni  raised  the  bandage,    '^  Veo!  veoT — '*!  seel" — he 
exckinied,  in  wild  delight. 

**Very  well, then — see  that!''  said  the  husband,  thrust- 
Higthe  offending  letter  under  his  nose. 

This  was  amusing  enough,  but  I  was  quite  as  much 

amnscd  all  the  time  with  the  studious  efforts  of  a  coni- 

|»i*nion  who  had  come  with  tne — the  French  engii»eer  sent 

^tit  to  cxatniue  mines,  before  mentioned — who  proposed 

l|       ^  turn   tlje   theatre   into  a  school  of  languages.      He 

P^sped  at  every  word  a  semblance  of  which  he  seemed 

I        1^  catch,  and  dived  for  verifications  of  it  into  his  gram- 

^^  ^r  and  dictionary.     He  resented  in  his  ambition  any 

^P  ^iterpretAtion  of  passages  which  he  did  not  himself  orig- 

~   mate,  and  conBtrncted  such  a  theory  of  the   phiy  as  its 

*"tlior  would  by  no  means  have  recognized.     AVhen  the 

^*^'Ufme7it  came,  in  the  bold  "Fco/"  he  seized  upon  it 

*itli  avidity. 

"T'w,'  c^est  hien  trouve  ga — *r.?o,'"  he  said,  reflect- 
'^ely,  digesting  it  at  his  leisure,     "t/tf  vais  le  reienir  ce 
***(»;'  vous-all'ez  voir.^^ 
And  go  he  did,  and  proceede<l  to  use  it  vigorously  in 
'w  reitaarants  aud  the  like  on  the  following  day. 
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IV. 

Thongh  60  much  more  be  Btill  proposed,  there  are  cer- 
Uinlj  some  reasons  for  self-complacency  in  the  country 
even  from  the  American  point  of  view.  Education  is 
found  to  he  provided  for  In  a  manner  that  awakens  a<]mi- 
ration  and  surprise.  The  primary  schools  are  least  looked 
after,  but  the  pupils  who  pass  through  these  with  a  dispo- 
sition to  go  farther  have  an  array  of  advantages  open  to 
tbem  at  the  capital  superior  to  anything  of  a  parallel  sort 
in  the  United  States.  Tlie  Government  maintains  na- 
tional schools  respectively  of  engineering,  law,  medicine, 
agriculture,  mechanic  arts,  and  trades  (for  both  sexes),  a 
conservatory  of  music,  an  academy  of  line  arts,  and  a 
library,  provided  with  an  edifice  that  New  York  well 
might  envy.  It  maintains  a  museum,  institutions  for 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  and  insane,  for  orphans,  and  young 
criniinals,  and  a  long  list  besides  of  tlie  usual  charities  of 
enlightened  communities.  The  schools  are  open  without 
money  and  without  price  to  all^and  there  are  even  funds 
to  provide  board,  lodging,  and  pocket-money  for  students 
from  A  distance,  who  are  selected  on  certain  easy  condi- 
tions. 

Tlie  students  in  agriculture  pass  some  months  of  the 
year  at  the  haciendas  to  observe  different  crops  and  cli- 
mates. The  graduates  of  the  School  of  Arts  and  Meas- 
nres  go  out  into  tlie  world  prepared  to  make  their  living 
as  carpenters,  masons,  photographers,  eUjctro-platers,  and 
at  numerous  other  trades.  Before  an  opinion  is  passed 
upon  Mexican  civilization  the  accommodations  and  neat 
uniforms  of  the  pnpils  of*  the  blind  institute  should  be 
seen;  the  noble  building  erected  in  the  last  century  for 
the  School  of  Mines ;  the  beautifully  clean,  wide  corridors, 
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sBDnj  class-rooms,  embroiderj-rooius,  dormitories,  and 
drawing-rooms  of  the  T7*cffy/i(/-*,  the  national  college  for 
rls;   and  the  arcades  and  charniing  central  garden  of 
e  National  Preparatory  School  (in  the  professions)  for 
young  men. 

There  was  a  fonntain  spouting  among  tropical  plants 

in  the  garden  of  the  Preparatory  School  tlie  day  I  went 

there,  and  by  the  fountain  was  a  young  panther,  or  lion, 

^Mf  the  country,  as  they  call  it,  couiined  in  a  cage.     The 

^Btudcnts,  young  fellows,  who  did  not  differ  so  greatly  from 

^pTaie  and  Harvard  undergraduates  in  aspect,  except  for 

}^  tiie  duBky  Indian  complexions  among  them,  came  now 

and  then  and  stirred  up  the  lion  a  little,  mnking  him  play 

!'       with  a  ball  in  his  cage.     They  seemed  to  prepare  their 

li       ^citations  walking  around  the  garden  or  sitting  in  the 

I       wiple  corridors. 

The  principal   text-books   are  studied  In  French  or 

Eiiglifth,  in  which  languages  they  are  apt  to  be  written, 

*inl  the  recitatious  are  conducted  in  tlie  same  languages; 

I       *o  that,  what  is  so  rare  with  us,  graduates  emerge  from 

^B  ^Mo  schools  very  tolerable  linguists  without  ever  having 

^H  ^nout  of  their  own  country. 

^^  All  these  institutions  are  housed  for  the  most  part  in 
w(e  vast  ancient  convent  edifices,  which  furnish  ample 
Iturters  to  whatever  is  in  need  of  them— to  barracks, 

I*"»pital8,  post-otiices,  prisons,  railway  Btations,  iron  foun- 
•ifsrics,  and  cotton-mills. 
Each  state  of  the  republic,  again,  has  its  free  college. 
Judging  from   tliat  of   the   state   of  Hidalgo,  however, 
*liich  I  saw  at  Pachuca — its  internal  arrangements  in  a 
^6ry  filthy  condition — all  do  not  follow  very  closely  the 
aainple  of  the  capital. 
In  the  departn]ent  of  jails,  unhappily,  there  is  a  defi- 
ciencv.    Ab  at  present  arranged,  they  can  present  but 
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moderate  terrors  to  evil-doers.  The  really  fine  peniten- 
tiary at  Guadalaxara  is  tlie  only  one  in  wliich  modern 
ideas  of  penal  discipline  are  followed.  There  is  by  law 
no  death  jienalty  at  present.  The  number  of  nefarious 
criminals  is  kept  down  by  semi-official  iynchiugs,  shoot- 
ing on  capture,  into  whieh  nobody  ever  inquires.  Others 
are  trans[>orted  to  Yucatan.  There  still  remain  enough, 
however,  to  make  one  look  with  uneasiness  on  the  slight- 
uess  of  the  means  of  restraint  employed.  The  bolls  and 
bars  are  often  only  lattices  of  wood  instead  of  iron.  At 
the  city  prison  of  Bclen  some  two  thousand  persons  are 
confined.  It  seemed  to  me  that  a  large  part  of  them 
must  be  much  more  comfortable  than  at  their  own  squalid 
homes.  They  made  a  strange  spectacle  indeed,  looked 
down  upon  in  their  large  courts.  Of  all  ages,  and  for 
sentences  of  all  durations,  they  eat,  sleep,  and  work  at 
various  light  occupations  toj?ether.  No  attempt  is  made 
to  prevent  their  coniuuinicatiiig  or  staring  about.  They 
have  good  air,  liglit,  and  food,  and  are  allowed  a  part  of 
their  own  earnings.  They  take  a  siesta  at  noon,  play 
checkers,  gossip,  and  even  bathe  luxuriously  in  a  central 
tank. 

Tlie  liberality  toward  education  spoken  of  is  the  more 
creditable  since  the  Mexican  treasury  is  not  fiourishing, 
and  a  yearly  deficit  is  more  common  tlian  a  surplus. 
These  expenses  appear  to  be  regarded  as  essential,  wliat- 
ever  else  may  HulTer.  It  is  tlie  more  creditable,  too,  since 
the  heads  of  the  government  do  not  indulge  themselves 
in  expensive  surroundings.  The  Ameriean  legislator  is 
not  himself  without  Ins  marble  colonnades  and  his  furni- 
ture of  black  walnut  upholstered  in  Kussia  leather;  but 
President  and  Cabinet  ministci*s  here  walk  upon  thread- 
bare carpets  in  the  National  Palace.  The  chamber  of  the 
Senate  is  a  modest  little  lull;  and  the  Deputies  sit  iu 
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i*bby  quarters  in  another  part  of  town,  which  were  once 
iittp^y  a  place  of  atniisenient,  tlie  Theatre  Iturbide. 

The  museum,  chiefly  of  Aztec  antiquitieSf  to  whicli  one 
turns  vith  interest,  is  not  of  tlie  extent  or  informing 
cliarac'ter  tliat  may  have  been  expected,  and  is  under  by 
no  nieans  brilliant  management.  \u  greatest  attraction 
is  the  arrangement  of  some  of  the  larger  fragments,  par- 
ticnlarlv  the  great  sacrificial  etono  from  the  ancient  tem- 
ple of  the  war-god,  in  the  court-yard.  Tliere  is  a  setting 
of  obmbbery  and  vines  aboat  them,  and  tlie  sunlight 
ilriking  in  among  these  uix)n  the  gray  old  remains,  pro 
dncesBome  cbarraino:  effects. 
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TffE  FIKE  ARTS  ASD  LTTBRATURE 


Tfie  school  of  fine  arts,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Acade- 
my of  San  Carlos — which  was  to  celebrate  with  a  special 
exhibition  the  one  Inmdredth  anniversary  of  ita  founda- 
tion—produces, both  in  its  collections  and  the  ability  of 
its  directing  prafesfioi^s,  a  most  satisfactory  and  agreeable 
impression.     You  enter  galleries  which  carry  you  back    a 
again  to  the  Louvre  and  Uffizi.     Tiiey  used  a  great  dQ^| 
of  bitumen,  the   old  painters  here.     In  its  darkening  \^* 
has  left  now  and  then  only  isolat^id  lights  upon  a  face 
bits  of  drapery  to  glimmer  out  of  a  midnight  gloom, 
is  an  artificial  taste,  no  doubt,  to  like  it,  and  "caviare  to 
the  general;''  bnt  like  it  one  does,  at  its  most  artificij 
after  a  long  absence  from  anything  of  the  kind. 

The  walls  recall  such  galleries  as  that  of  Bologna 
the  liberal   scale  of   the   works  displaye<l.     With   sni 
models   before  them,  there   is   no   reason   why  stadei 
should  fall  into  a  niggling  and  petty  style.    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  do  not.     Tliey  seem  to  excel  in  a  bold^  lar^e 
compoaition  and  the  rendering  of  grandiose  ideas.     Thi 
rather  than  color,  is  their  strong  point.    If  our  New  Y 
schools  of  art  arc  able  to  eqnal  the  portfolio  of  drawii 
I  saw  as  the  result  of  a  fortnightly  exercise,  they  are 
tainly  not  in  tlie  habit  of  doing  so.     Nor  were  they  at 
equalled  by  those  of  the  prize  competition  of  the  stud( 
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^foTQie  British  Royal  Academy  which  I  saw  in  the  iirsfc 

"  year  of  the  presidency  of  Sir  Frederick  Leighton.  This 
devotion  to  large  academical  ideus — the  fortunes  of  Ores- 
te^Regnlue,  and  Belisan'as  —  it  is  true,  is  a  sonrce  of 
weakness  rather  than  strength  from  the  money  point  of 
view.  The  market  of  the  time  demands  a  domestic, 
i^^c,  realistic,  and  not  a  grandiose  art.  The  market  for 
*rtof  any  kind  in  Mexico  is  extremely  sraall.  There  are 
no  government  commissions  farther  than  an  occasional 
portrait  or  two,  and  enligiitened  patrons  hardly  exist. 
Inhere  are  no  pictures  of  consequence  in  the  best  Mexi- 
•^n  Loiisos.  The  predictions  at  Havana  were  not  vcri- 
N.  The  abundance  of  native  talent  receives  little  en- 
*!oaragement.  Many  a  bright  genius  is  forced  to  paint 
'iw  inventions  on  the  walls  ol  pulque  shojw,  and  finally 
**•  (Juit  the  profession  for  lack  of  support. 

The  subjects  are,  for  the  most  part,  severely  religions, 
"1  coneonance  with  the  taste  of  the  wealthy  convents,  the 

L^ Petrous  of  art  for  whom  they  were  originally  painted. 

^pTtte  eeries  is  in  a  declining  order  of  merit  chronologi- 
cally. The  earliest  Mexican  masters  are  the  best.  They 
<sm€  from  Europe,  contemporaries  of  Murillo,  Ribera,  the 

|*^'incci,  trained  in  the  splendid  Renaissance  period  at  its 
•ciDe,  and  they  left  here  works  which  do  it  no  discredit. 
«esico  was  a  hundred  years  old  already,  and  it  was  high 
foe  that  art  should  aiiso  when  Bultazar  Echave  began, 
totnewhat  after  the  year  1600.    There  is  a  romantic  tra- 
Btion  that  it  was  his  wife  who  first  taught  him  to  paint. 
The  genius  of  this  early  school  is  very  decorative,  and 
marked  at  once  by  refinement  of  sentiment,  breadth,  and 
H|^r      It  deliglits   in    rich    stufk   and   patterns,  in   the 
^pitler  of  plate  and  weapons.     It  fills  up  all  portions  of 
iLe  canvas    symmetrically,  and   colors   with   a   subdued 
jcss.      I    recall   a   St.  Ildefonso,  by  Luis  Juarez,  as 
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an  exquisite  work.  The  saint,  in  a  rich  red  mantle,  bj 
a  praying-desk  and  chair,  both  draped  in  the  same  color, 
is  receiving  from  angels  the  paraphernalia  of  a  bishop. 
The  mantle  of  the  nearest  angel  is  in  burnt  sienna,  and 
these  warm  red  hwea,  relieved  by  cool  whites,  are  repeated 
thronghout.  There  is  a  group  of  six  angel  heads  com- 
posed in  an  ellipse^  and,  in  the  air,  a  Virgin,  with  that 
bevy  of  linttering  angels  about  that  take  the  pluce  of 
clonds  in  landscape.  The  minor  Iieads,  painted  cliiefly 
from  the  same  model,  arc  full  of  sweetness  and  intelli- 
gence. 

Arteaga  has  a  noble  St.  Thomas ;  Jose  Juarez,  a  qnaint 
couple  of  child  nmrtjrs,  Saints  Jnsto  and  Pastor,  who 
trudge  along  haiid-in-hand  like  a  pair  of  burgomaster's 
children  (the  scenes  of  their  martyrdom  shown  in  the 
background),  wliile  angola  rain  down  upon  them  single 
pinks,  roees,  and  forget-me-nots,  carefully  painted.  A 
younger  Baltazar  Echave,  and  Juan  and  Xicolas  llodri- 
gnez,  are  of  almost  equal  force. 

A  second  period  begins  with  Ibarra  and  Cabrera — the 
latter  very  much  the  better — at  the  end  of  the  same  cen- 
tury. They  are  without  the  same  distinction.  Their 
figures  have  a  bourgeois  air.  They  aim  to  be  pictorial 
instead  of  decorative.  The  crude  red  and  blue  garments 
with  which  we  are  monotononsly  familiar  in  religious  art 
come  in  with  them ;  and  the  draperies,  in  smooth,  large 
folds,  are  apparently  made  up  out  of  their  heads. 

The  foreign  gallery  boasts  many  excellent  works  of  the 
school  of  Murillo,  and  an  original  each  of  Murillo,  Hi- 
bera,  Carreflo,  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  TenierR  tlie  elder,  and 
Ingres,  with  also  probable  Vandycks  and  Rembrandts. 

A  collection  has  also  been  formed  of  works  of  merit, 
contribnted  to  the  regular  biennial  exhibitions,  and  pur- 
chased hv  the  Academy  to  illustrate   modern   Mexican 
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art  The  religions  tradition  still  prevails  to  a  large  extent, 
thoagh  the  subjects  are  now  taken  from  the  JScripturos 
iiiAtead  of  the  Bollandists.  They  are  lliigar  and  Ibhmael, 
the  good  Samaritan,  the  Hebrews  by  the  waters  of  Baby- 
lon, and  Noah  receiving  tlie  olive-bninch,  and  the  like. 

There  is  in  this  contemporary  work  the  general  fault 
of  10  over-delicacy  and  smoothness  of  painting,  and  a  lack 
of  realism,  while  the  design  is  excellent.  Tliese  voyagers 
iu  the  ark  have  not  experienced  the  woes  of  a  delnge, 
Md  the  shepherds  have  the  complexion  of  Lady  Vere  do 
Vere.  Eebull,  who  studied  at  Rome  under  Overbeck, 
repeal*  here  the  dove-colors,  violets,  and  lemon -yellows 
of  the  modern  decorations  of  the  Vatican  done  under 
that  Khool. 

The  works  of  the  latest  period,  nndor  the  able  direc- 
tion of  Seilor  Salome  Pina,  a  pupil  of  Gleyre,  are  much 
more  virile,  and  the  subjects  more  secular.  We  have 
DOW  Bacchus  and  Ariadne;  the  death  of  Atala ;  the  slay- 
1^  of  the  sons  of  Niobe;  an  arcli  and  dainty  Cupid  poi- 
sing a  flower,  by  Ocaranza;  a  chiirming  iislier-boy,  by 
Gotierrex.  Some  of  the  artists  have  had  the  advantage 
of  stndy  also  abroad.  The  strongest  of  them  all,  Felix 
***ni,  now  enjoying  a  grand  prize  of  Rome,  produced 
^e  masterpiece,  a  great  canvas  representing  the  friar 
^  Casas  protecting  the  Aztecs  (from  slaughter  by  the 
^Pmiardfl)  —  a  work  in  sentiment,  drawing,  and  color 
Worthy  to  hang  in  any  exhibition  in  the  world — before 
^had  seen  any  other  country  than  his  own. 

'clasco  has  set  a  powerful  lead  in  landscape.  He  is 
^[*cially  a  master  of  great  distance.  His  favorite  theuie 
**  the  curious,  sienna-colored  Valley  of  Mexico,  which  he 
P«'"t8  to  the  life. 

There  are  some  scattered  works  of  the  early  school, 
''^idea,  in  the  houses  of  a  few  dUetianti  at  the  capital 
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and  Paebla ;  aud  some  few  in  the  cnthcdi-alB  of  the  same 
places,  though  scarcely  to  be  seen,  from  their  disadvan- 
tageous poeitions.  Good  pictures  need  not  be  looked  for 
iu  the  ciiurches.  No  doubt  they  were  once  numerous, 
but  they  have  been  sacked  from  the  country  by  invaders 
and  others,  and  found  a  profitable  market  abroad. 


11. 

In  sculpture  there  is  talent  coiTesponding  to  that  in 
painting.  The  stately  system  of  burial,  iu  ihe  j>anteo7iSy 
lends  itself  to  sculpture  and  funiishcs  opportunities  which 
with  us  are  relegated  to  the  commonplace  tombstone- 
makers.  The  pant^on  is  a  solid  city  of  tl»e  dead,  walled 
iu,  paved,  and  with  courts  aud  arcades  like  a  city  of  the 
living.  The  monument  of  greatest  note  is  that,  by  Man- 
uel Islas,  tit  tlie  Pantheon  of  San  Fernando,  to  Renito 
Juarez,  **  the  second  Washington"  of  liici  country,  old 
Padre  Hidalgo  having  been  the  first.  His  e?Agy  in 
marble,  so  realistic  and  corpse-like  that  it  seems  to  have 
been  modelled  from  an  actual  cast  in  plaster,  lies  upon 
a  mausoleum,  with  a  figure  of  Fame  bending  over  it- 
The  realism  of  the  principal  figure  is  alnmst  repulsive, 
but  it  is  redeemed  by  the  grace  of  the  angel,  and  no- 
body can  deny  to  this  large  work  great  vigor  and  dignity. 

The  bodies  are  not  buried,  but  scaled  np  in  mausolea, 
or  in  niches  in  a  wail,  \vhicli  present  BoiaewLat  the  aspect 
of  a  Romau  columbarium.  Some  of  the  nionuments  are 
of  the  lovely  Mexican  onyx,  with  letters  in  gilt.  I  noted 
one  beanng  only  the  initials  M.  M.  They  were  alluring 
to  the  curiosity,  aud  on  inquiring  I  found  that  it  was  that 
of  Miramon,  general-in-chief  of  Maximilian,  who  fell  by 
the  executioners'  bullets,  with  his  master,  and  General 
Mejia,  at  Queretero. 
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There  were  no  flowers  on  this  one  to-day,  but  the 
tombs  of  tlie  patriots  were  elaboi-ately  decked,  for  it  was 
the  great  festival  of  the  Cinco  de  Mayo. 

I  walked  ont  and  stood  in  the  round -point  by  the 
colossal  bronze  statue  of  Charles  IV.  The  Paseo  de  la 
Beforma  and  the  caaseways  glittered  with  bayonets;  the 
cadcta  were  coming  down  from  the  Military  School  back 
of  Chapultepec,  and  the  garrison  from  the  Citadel,  to  join 
in  the  procession.  The  troops  were  reviewed  in  front  of 
the  National  Palace — as  troops  in  smaller  nnmbers  seem 
always  being  reviewed  tliere.  They  are  mainly  of  Indian 
blood,  and  small  in  stature.  The  cavalry  especially  had 
a  rusty  look  in  their  outfit,  and  did  not  compare  with  the 
dashing  liuraU^.  The  officers,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
trimly  uniformed  and  quite  French  in  aspect.  There 
were  patriotic  speeches  in  the  Zocalo ;  the  main  thorough- 
fare was  strung  with  lanterns ;  and  our  Iturbide  hotel  was 
very  picturesrjuc,  with  its  three  tiers  of  balconies  draped 
in  the  national  colors — green,  white,  and  red. 

From  time  to  lime,  as  the  procession  moved,  cannon 
were  fired  in  the  Plaza,  and  the  bells  of  the  cathedral 
turned  over  and  over,  like  the  wheels  of  machinery.  I 
never  saw  a  better-conducted  crowd.  There  was  no  fight- 
ing, no  inconvenient  elbowing,  no  drunkenness.  In  the 
evening  the  lanterns  were  lighted,  and  the  great  square 
was  filled  with  venders  of  fruits  and  knickknacks,  around 
little  bonfires  of  sticks,  where  they  would  bivouac  for  the 
night.  Later,  red  lights  were  kindled  in  the  towers  of 
the  cathedral,  and  every  detail  within  stood  out  npou  a 
lurid  ground  as  if  they  were  burning.  One  could  imag- 
ine the  camped  venders  in  the  square  to  be  the  ancient 
Aztecs  resting  upon  their  arms,  in  order  to  attack  Cortez 
in  his  quarters  on  the  morrow. 


128 


OIM  Mt'XWO  AXV  HKH  LOST  rJiOV'lA'VhS 


in. 

Scarcelj  the  same  improvement  is  to  be  got  from  Mex- 
ican literatnre  as  from  Mexican  art,  but  it  is  not  witltont 
its  interest,  both  in  itself  and  as  an  aid  to  knowledge  of 
the  people. 

Jonrnalfi  are  verj  numerous.  They  are  started  upon 
slight  provocation,  and  as  easily  disappcnr.  They  attain, 
as  a  rule,  but  a  circulation  of  a  few  hundred  copies.  It 
is  thought  that  the  Mmiiior  litpubl icano^  by  far  tlie  most 
im{>ortant,  may  circulate  from  six  to  eiglit  thousand.  The 
problem  of  existence  for  many  of  them  would  be  diffi- 
cult without  goverimient  aid.  Subventions  are  given, 
without  public  objection,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  to 
the  greater  part  of  those  managed  with  ability.  The 
system  of  subventions  to  the  press  waa  begun  by  our  old 
friend  of  school  history,  Santa  Anna,  and  has  been  con- 
tinued ever  since  by  governments  which  could  not  afford 
to  have  anything  more  than  the  tnith  told  about  tliem, 
at  any  rate.  It  is  an  encouraging  sign,  however,  that  the 
MwiiUyr  is  not  a  snbventioued  organ,  yet  speaks  its  mind 
temperately  and  without  apparent  nialice. 

There  is  no  etiicacious  law  of  libel,  since  extreme  vio- 
lence of  language  is  often  indulged  in  by  the  periodicals 
in  their  controversies  with  each  other  and  outsiders.  The 
duel,  which  still  survives,  is  somewhat  of  a  corrective 
upon  this.  The  newspaper  is  about  such  a  one  in  appear- 
ance as  at  Paris,  and  includes  a  daily  section  of  a  serial 
story.  A  Sunday  edition  is  published,  with  literary  selec- 
tions, and  particidarly  poems,  in  large  supply. 

Actual  litei-ature  as  such  is  poorly  paid.  The  reading 
public  is  small.  A  thousand  copies  is  a  good  edition  even 
for  a  popular  book.     The  chief  literary  lights  are  found, 
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There  were  no  flowers  on  this  one  to-tlay,  but  tlie 
tombs  of  tlie  patriots  were  elaborately  decked,  for  it  was 
Ibe  great  festival  of  the  Ciaco  dc  Mayo. 

I  walked  out  and  stood   in  the  round -point  by  tlie 

eoloasal  bronze  statue  of  Charles  IV.     The  Pasco  de  la 

Keforma  and  the  causeways  glittered  with  bayonets ;  the 

cadets  were  coming  down  from  the  Military  School  back 

of  Cliapultepoc,  and  the  garrison  from  the  Citadel,  to  join 

i      in  tlie  procc8£ion.     The  troops  were  reviewed  in  front  of 

^ptbe  National  Palace — as  troops  in  smaller  numbers  seem 

"  nlwavii  being  reviewed  tliere.    They  are  mainly  of  Indian 

Ijlood,  imd  small  in  stature.     The  cavalry  especially  had 

I       »mtylook  in  their  outiit,  and  did  not  compare  with  the 

(filing  Jiuraleit.     The  officers,  on   tlio  other  hand,  are 

Iiriiuly  uniformed  and  quite  French  in  aspect.  There 
'^cre  patriotic  specclies  in  the  Zocalo;  the  main  thorough- 
fare was  strung  with  lanterns ;  and  our  Itnrbide  hotel  was 
^erypicturcsi^iue,  with  its  three  tiers  of  balconies  draped 
in  tlie  national  colors — green,  white,  and  red. 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  procession  moved,  cannon 
*€fe  fired  in  the  Plaza,  and  tlio  bells  of  the  cathedral 
turned  over  and  over,  like  tlie  wheels  of  machinery.     I 

tuetersaw  a  better-conducted  crowd.  There  was  no  fight- 
*'^^!no  inconvenient  elbowing,  no  drunkenness.  In  the 
^^euing  the  lanterns  were  lighted,  and  the  great  square 
'*8filJed  with  venders  of  fruits  and  kiiickknacks,  around 
^'t^e  bonfires  of  sticks,  where  they  wonld  bivouac  for  the 
'"ol>t.  Later,  red  lights  were  kindled  in  the  towers  of 
^'c  cathedral,  and  every  detail  within  stood  out  upon  a 
Inrid  groand  as  if  they  were  burning.  One  could  imag- 
'"^  tiio  camped  venders  in  the  square  to  be  the  ancient 
Aztece  resting  npon  their  arms,  in  order  to  attack  Cortcz 
ID  iiis  quarters  on  the  morrow. 
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would  like  to  be  Horatian,  snmmons  njmplis  to  disport 
with  liini  in  the  Bhade,  and  abounds  in  florid  terms,  with- 
out thouglit. 

Carpio  is  inspired  more  or  less  bj  Biblical  subjects,  as 
Pharnoh  and  Bclshazzaj*.     In  De  Castro,  Zuragoza»  Gob- 
tave  Baz,  and  Cuenea  are  found  charming  conceits,  of 
pensive  cast,  and  bits  of  description  of  a  limpid  pnrit}'. 
Jewellers  in  wards  they  may  be  called  at  their  bcst^affil 
iated  to  the  Venetian  school. 

The  argument  of  Zaragoza's  "  Armonias"  (Harmonies) 
is  briefly  as  follows:  "When  the  flowers  are  dead,  andifl 
spring  is  over,  the  swallows  take  their  fli^'ht;  and  wlieu™ 
again  the  flowers  of  spring  adorn  the  mead,  they,  too, 
return,  bringing  blessings  on  their  wings.  fl 

"  But  when  the  illnsious  depart  and  leave  behind  them 
only  the  thorns  of  the  passions,  in  vain  we  invoke  and 
wait  for  theni  to  return.  The  illusious,  the  swallows  of 
the  heart,  return,  alas!  never/'  fl 

So  Gustave  Baz,  brooding  in  the  sere  winter  over  some 
heavy  sorrow,  reflects  upon  the  return  of  spring.  But 
the  very  contrast  of  its  joyousness,  the  frosh  ripi>ling  ofM 
the  brooks  and  melody  of  the  birdsj  will  but  render  his" 
sadness  the  heavier.  *'  Then  most  keenly,"  he  laments, 
"will  break  fortli  my  grief.  Then  weightiest  will  the 
air  be  laden  with  my  sighs." 

The  gem  of  the  Lyra  Mexicana  is  undoubtedly  a  cei 
tain    fugitive   sonnet,  "  A   Rosario,"  by    an    unfortunal 
young  man,  Acuna,  who  ended  by  taking  his  own  lif< 
The  poem  expresses  the  charming  ideals  in  love  and  the^ 
bitterness  of  its  disappointment,  in  a  youth  of  fine  and 
sensitive  nature.     It  has  a  poignancy  and  realism  which 
have,  perhaps,  never  been  surpassed.     He  returned  from 
a  long  journey,  as  the  story  is  told,  and  found  his  be- 
trothed the  wife  of  another.     The  shock  proving  unen- 
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Erible,  lie  committed  snicuic,  leaving  to  the  faithless 
one  the  poera,  a  part  of  wliich  may  bo  thns  rendered : 
^^Well,  then,  I  have  to  say  that  I  love  yon  still,  that  I 
rorsliip  yon  with  all  my  bein^^.     1  comprehend  that  your 
kisses  are  never  to  be  mine,  that  into  your  dear  eyes  I  am 
never  to  look.  .  .  .  Sometimes  1  try  to  sink  you  into  ob- 
llWioHf  to  execrate  you.  .  .  .  But  alas,  how  vain  it  ist  my 
will  not  forget  you.     What  will  you,  then,  that  I 
do,  oh,  part  of  my  life  ?    Wliat  will  you  that  I 
fthonld  do  with  such  a  heart  I  .  .  .  Oh,  figure  to  yourself 
bow  beautiful  might  have  been  our  existence  together! 
•  •  •  Bnt  now  that  to  the  cntruneing  dream  succeeds  the 
bUck  gnlf  that  has  opened  between  ua — farewell!  love 
of  my  loves,  light  of  my  darkness,  perfume  of  all  flowers 
ttiat  bloomed  for  me  I  niy  poet's  lyre,  my  yonth,  fare- 
well r 


IV. 

If  one  try  to  select  the  most  obvious  trait  iu  the  na- 
h'e  fiction  it  is  Jndonbtedly  patriotism.  This  patriotism 
"*  "^mpant  in  the  press,  and  in  the  forms  of  official  life. 
^'e  authorities  are  Citizen  President,  Citizen  General, 
****!  the  like,  as  in  the  first  French  Republic,  and  they 
^^dade  their  official  documents  witlt  the  formula : 
"Mberty  In  The  Constitution.''  Tlio  usurpation  of 
^^^iinilian  served  to  bind  tlie  country  into  a  certain 
^'^Jty  and  awake  this  feeling  to  its  utmost. 

I'D  romancers,  General  Riva  Palacio,  and  Juan  Ma- 
have  made  use  of  the  events  of  the  French  invasion 
*"  4  cnrious  class  of  bulky  novels,  to  call  them  so, 
^bicli  Lave  scored  a  popular  success.  "  Tlie  Hill  of  Las 
^mpafias,"  and  *'  The  Sun  of  May,"  of  Mateos,  are  re- 
spectively more  or  less  authentic  accounts  of  the  final 
lefoat  and  execution  of  Maximilian,  and  the  defence  of 
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Poebla,  sliglitly  disguised.  The  "  Calvary  and  Tabor," 
Riva  Palacio,  treats  of  the  career  of  t!ie  Army  of  the 
Centre  in  the  same  wars.  Numbers  of  the  characters 
therefore  are  persons  actually  living,  to  be  met  with 
every  day,  which  gives  to  this  iiation  a  singnlar  effect. 

Thus,  in  *'  El  Sol  de  Mayo/'  Manuel  Payno,  Aitaniira- 
no,  and  Riva  Palacio  himself  are  mentioned  and  their 
manners  described  in  tlie  debate  on  tlie  financial  measure 
which  brought  on  the  Intervention.  Lerdo,  long  since  an 
exile,  resident  in  New  York,  was  at  that  time  ^^el  jyto- 
feta  in^pirada  de  nit^'^tra  navimutltd<ur^  (the  inspired 
prophet  of  our  nationality). 

1  pick  out  from  the  same  book  this  paragraphie  men- 
tion of  our  own  civil  war:  ^^And  Ediiiundo  Lee  shone 
like  a  star  in  the  victories  of  Springfield  and  Bull  Run." 
Perhaps  the  friends  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee  would 
have  some  difficulty  in  recognizing  him  under  such  a 
description. 

These  novels  are  printed  with  each  sentence  aa  a  sepa- 
rate paragraph,  for  easier  reading.  They  first  began  to 
rival  somewhat  the  popular  P'eruandez  y  Gonzalez,  by 
Bome  called  "the  Spanish  Dumas,"  whose  works  are 
printed  in  the  joiirniilB,  together  with  translations  of  those 
of  Gaboriau  and  Dickens.  Another  flimsy  series,  in 
covers  of  green,  white,  and  red,  called  ^'' EjnsoiUoa  iVo- 
cion^deH^"^  aim  to  sugar-coat  a  didactic  exhibition  of  the 
events  of  tlie  War  of  Indepeudance.  One  individual 
after  another  tells  a  long,  dreary  narrative  about  what 
happened ;  these  fall  in  with  somebody  else  who  tells 
more,  and  so  it  goes. 

These  stories  are  read  chiefly  by  the  middle  and  lower 
classes,  the  upper  class,  as  in  most  provincial  states  of  so- 
ciety, preferring  books  from  abroad.  Their  favorable 
reception  may  be  accounted  for  in  part  by  the  lack  of 
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rpgnlar  histories  and  of  newspaper  intelligence,  so  that 
tLe  populace  maj  to  Boinc  extent  be  getting  their  infor- 
I     matiou  for  the  first  time. 

^ft  Biva  Palacio  has  written  also,  with  Manuel  Payno,  a 
^Byn  work  appropriatelj  called  El  Llhro  Ri\}o  (The  Red 
HRR).  It  gives  an  account  (and  graphic  illustrations) 
of  the  heroes  and  other  notables  in  Mexican  history  who 
I  have  come  to  violent  ends.  This  is  a  fate  that  has  over- 
^^uken  aspirants  to  distinction  quite  regularly,  and  the 
^■plates  from  the  book,  hnng  up  at  the  book-stalls  in  the 
f      Portales,  are  a  ghastly  chamber  of  horrors.      The  thi'ee 

Lfigliting  curates  of  the  early  insurrection,  Hidalgo,  More- 
lo6,  and  Matamoras  begin  the  series;  and  Maximilian, 
^6Jit,aDd  Miramon,  standing  with  bandaged  eyes  at  tbe 
Hill  of  las  Cainpafias,  for  the  present  conclude  it. 

Several  minor  writers  have  feebly  essayed  the  Aztec 
iittteri&l  for  fiction.  RIva  Palacio  has  availed  himself 
*!«>  of  the  picturesque  life  under  the  Spanish  viceroys. 
^  him  it  is  to  be  said  that,  though  of  the  sensational 
*l»ool,  aud  careless  in  plan,  he  lias,  not  unfrequently, 
PWttges  of  genuine  force,  and  unhackneyed  incidents 
wit  eacbain  the  attention. 
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XI. 

SOME  TRAITS  OF  PECULIAR  HISTORY.  AXD  THE 
MEXICAN  **WARWICX:* 


It  would  seem  that  liistory  in  Mexic?o  inlgbt  be  a  8ora< 
what  confusing  study ;  and  eo,  in  fact,  it  is.  There  hav( 
been  fifty-four  PresidentSj  one  regency,  and  one  Emperor,! 
in  fifty-six  years,  and  a  violent  change  of  government 
witli  nearly  every  one. 

Picking  up  the  little  vohime  by  Manuel  Piiyno,  use* 
in  the  schools,  and  opening  it  at  random,  I  find — 

"  Question. — What  events  followed  ? 

^^Anifwer. — Trnly  itnagination  ia  lost,  and  mennory  con- 
founds itself,  among  so  many  plans  an*]  projiimeiaTnefitm ^ 
but  we  will  follow  the  thread  as  best  we  can."  ■ 

The  period  referred  to  is  that  of  the  revolt  of  Texas, 
wliich  proceeded  to  constitute  itself  "The  Lone  Star  Re- 
pablic.^'  Looking  a  little  farther  with  interest  to  see  boi 
this  is  accotinted  for,  we  fjud : 

"  The  settlers  were  North  Americans,  a  portion,  as  w 
have  said,  colonized  by  Stephen  Austin.     They  set  o] 
the  pretext  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  sell  theirj 
lands,  and,  later,  that  the  Federal  Constitution  had  been 
violatetl ;  and  they  rose  against  the  Government.     The 
latter  felt  it  necessary   to  put  down  the  rebellion,  ant 
took  measures  to  assail  that  remote  and  sterile  State." 

These  dispositions,  as  we  know,  ended  in  the  defeat  and| 
capture  of  Santa  Anna  at  San  Jacinto.    There  ia  always 
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ation  in  being  behind  the  scenes,  and  I  confess  that 
little  opportunity  of  finding  out  what  was  thought 
^^  itself  by  a  country  which  has  jarred  so  much  with  our 
^Hrn  was  one  of  the  attractions  of  being  in  Mexico.  The 
^Hjneriean  war  is  accounted  for  as  a  wicked  attempt  to 
BKistaia  and  annex  the  revolted  province  of  Texas;  and 
cfia&lly  good  solutions  are  found  for  the  various  other 
invwions  by  foreign  powers. 
What!  is  there  no  absolute  right?  Are  all  combatants 
ikcMriking  for  their  altare  and  tlieir  fires,  and  resisting 
Dton  aggression?  Will  not  these  Mexicans  even  yet 
niit,  though  beaten,  and  tliougli  it  has  passed  into  his- 
rj,  that  they  terrorized  our  frontier,  and  oppressed  an 
dastrioua  and  enterprising  province?  Wliy,  then,  per- 
p«  both  sides  were  wrong ;  and  let  us  aspire  for  the 
ywhen  all  sncli  quarrels  may  be  settled  by  an  interna- 
ibnaj  arbitration. 

II. 

Tlie  jonng  Mexican  learns  first  about  his  Aztec  ances- 
Mhc  mild  semi -civilized  aborigines,  who  built  cities 
*<i  temples,  and  were  ruled  by  luxurious  Montezuma  and 
lolarly  Nezhualcoyotl.  The  latter,  at  Texcoco,  was  a 
^^t  of  rei^ses  and  stoical  raaxims  like  another  Marcus 
ireiias. 

Cortez  conquered  the  Aztecs  in  1519.     Then  folJowed 

'fovemment  of  nearly  three  hundred  years  by  sixty-four 

liah  viceroys.     A  rebellion,  of  eleven  years'  duration, 

rked  by  many  of  the  features  of  a  servile  uprising, 

►ve  out  the  Spaniards  in  1S21.     Grasping  and  incon- 

itato  in  their  colonial  management  as  their  way  has 

•ays  been,  the  Spaniards  had  probably  only  themselves 

thank  for  it. 

[turbide,  who  commanded  the  revolt  at  the  end,  made 
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himself  briefly  Ernperor,  His  generals,  notably  the  irre- 
pressible Santa  Anna,  who  first  here  comes  into  view, 
rose  against  hini^  and  proclaimed  a  Federal  Republic. 
Santa  Anna,  when  the  opportunity  offered,  made  himself 
Dictator,  and  changed  the  Federal  liepablic  to  a  central- 
ized republic,  and  the  states  to  departments.  Santa 
Anna  had  numberless  ups  and  downs,  having  obtained 
possession  of  the  supreme  power  no  less  than  six  times, 
with  intervals  of  overthrow  and  banishment. 

The  Federal  Republic  was  reconstituted  in  time,  with 
twenty-seven  states,  one  territory  and  a  federal  district, 
pretty  much  on  the  model  of  onr  own,  and  it  still  re- 
tains this  form,  as  it  is  likely  to.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  the  democratic  tendency  of  the  people,  but  perhaps 
it  is  something  in  the  impulsive  blood  of  the  Latin  race 
which  has  prevented  the  leaders  from  conceiving  a  repub- 
lic on  the  Anglo-Saxon  plan.  They  hfive  been  inspired 
almost  without  exception  by  u  craving  for  the  sweets  of 
power.  Their  rampant  patriotism  has  been  like  the  re- 
ligion of  those  persons  who  would  die  for  a  cause,  but  will 
not  live  in  accordance  with  the  least  of  its  dictates.  There 
seems  to  have  been  no  conception  until  lately  of  that 
larger  patriotism  which  educates  the  people  in  their  du- 
ties, and  constitutes  a  state  of  society  where  the  rights  of 
all  are  guaranteed  and  people  go  about  their  avocations 
without  interference. 


in. 

Would  you  recall,  by-the-way,  what  became  of  Santa 
Anna  i  He,  who  had  so  indignantly  shaken  off  the  yoke 
of  Iturhide,  wrote  a  missive  of  congratulation,  while  Kv- 
iug  in  banishment  in  the  West  Indies,  to  Maximilian,  and 
endeavored  to  take  service  under  htm.  Ilis  aid  was  re- 
jected, wbereuj)on  he  turned  to  Juarez^  only  to  be  re- 
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pnlsed  again.  Id  a  rage  at  both  eidee,  be  fitted  out  an 
expedition  on  his  own  aceountf  landed  in  the  coiuitrj,  and 
was  well-uigh  being  ahot,  after  the  model,  and  ahnost  on 
the  same  ground,  as  that  Iturbide  whom  he  had  pro- 
nounced against  forty-two  years  before.  The  court-mar- 
however,  spared  his  life,  **  in  consideration  of  the 
icient  services  done  to  his  country  in  Texas,  at  Tam- 
pico,  and  Vera  Cruz,"  and  sent  him  again,  superannuated 
^fxA  poor  (for  he  had  sqnnndcred  an  ample  fortune  in  tliis 
Ltcmpt),  to  finisli  liis  days  in  banislnucnt. 
I  cannot  forbear  going  a  little  farther  into  tlie  ques- 
tions and  answers  of  tlic  little  history.  Of  the  gallant 
geiitrals  who  fought  so  well  for  the  Independence,  Vic- 
torit  was  the  fii-st  President.  Bravo  pronounced  against 
uim,  and  whs  exiled  to  South  America.  Guerrero,  de- 
feited  as  a  candidate  for  the  succession  by  Pedraza,  took 
lip  arms  and  seized  it  by  force,  lie  repelled,  while  in 
office,  a  new  attempt  by  the  Spaniards  to  recover  the 
country. 

^Que8tuj7i, — I  suppose  that  with  this  triumph  the  gov- 
cnniient  of  Guerrero  was  tirmly  established? 

''An^tcer. — This  was  to  have  been  hoped,  but  that 
Hpened  which  always  happens  in  Mexico — just  the 
contrary." 

Bustamente,  in  fact,  pronounced  against  Guen-oro;  and 
*^en  the  latter  would  have  returned  to  the  capital  from 
*n expedition  designed  to  put  down  tiie  revolt,  lie  found 
•tcloeed  against  him,  and  in  favor  of  Bustamente  also. 
'*?.— What  end  had  this  rev(flntion? 
^A. — The  most  terrible  that  can    be  imagined.     The 
[Go»eniment  at  Mexico,  feeling  that  it  could  not  over- 
Guerrero  .  .  .  bought  over,  for  $70,000,  a  Geno- 
'bamed  Picaluga,  who  commanded  a  vessel  anchored 
In  the  harbor  of  Acapulco.    Picalnga  invited  Guerrero 
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to  dine  ou  board,  and  tliis  manifestation  of  hospitalitj 
was  accepted  in  good  faith.  Wlien  they  had  dined  tlie 
Genoese  signified  to  Gnerrero  tliat  he  was  a  prisoner,  and 
set  sail  with  liim  to  the  port  of  Iluatulco  and  delivered  I 
him  into  the  liands  of  his  enetnies.  This  great  and 
good  man,  valiant  and  worthy  of  the  respect  and  grati- 
tude of  tlie  nation  .  .  .  was  shot  in  the  puebia  of  Cui- 
lapa,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1831." 

It  was  not  till  1848,  for  the  first  time,  that  the 
Presidency  was  transferred  without  violence,  and  under 
the  law.  The  Incinnbent  was  General  Ilerrera,  and  he  ■ 
was  succeeded  peaceably  by  General  Arista.  These  two 
adininlBtrationg  'Mvill  forever  place  themselves  before 
historians,  both  Mexican  and  foreign/^  says  the  history  ■ 
"as  models  of  honor,  economy,  and  order."  But  Arista 
was  deposed  in  two  years,  and  in  the  next  three  months 
there  were  four  Presidents,  the  last  of  them  Santa  Anna, 
on  one  of  his  periodic  returns.  ■ 

Thufi  the  turmoil  of  revolutions  has  continued  down 
to  recent  times.  A  certain  Dun  Jose  Maria  Gutierrez 
Estrada  directed  a  letter  to  the  authorities  in  1840,  pro- 
posing, as  a  measure  of  relief,  that  a  monarchical  gov- 
ernment should  be  established  in  Mexico;  and  the  idea,  in 
the  distracting  state  of  things  we  have  seen,  cannot  bo 
considered  wholly  without  reason.  It  caused  great  scan- 
dal nevertheless,  but  Gutierrez  Estrada  stuck  to  it  tena- 
ciously, and,  by  a  very  singular  coincidence,  he  was  one 
of  those  who,  twenty- four  years  after,  went  to  Miramar 
to  present  the  imperial  crown  to  the  Archduke  Max- 
imilian. 

If  I  cite  a  number  of  such  events  from  the  past  it  is 
not  for  the  purpose  of  being  disagreeable  or  arguing 
that  the  same  state  of  things  is  to  last.  It  is  partly 
because  they  are  amusing,  and  partly  to  obtain  a  moi 
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icouragin^  point  of  view  for  the  present.  It  will  be 
sei'ii  that  the  later  administrations,  though  not  without 
tbcir  fanlts,  are  a  vast  improvement  upon  their  predece&- 
son,  and  do  not  constitute  a  declining  ratio. 


MMtnitJU   1>IA£,  LX-FKEaElUIUiT  UK   VEXIOO. 


General  Porfirio  Diaz  occnpied  unmolested  a  full  term, 

>ni  iSTfl  to  18S0,  and  handed  over  tlit;  place  to  General 

Mind  Gonzales,  who  holds  it  at   present  in  the  same 

iritj.    Diaz  began  the  current  career  of  improvement 

'J  Ills  Iil>eral  chartering  of  railroads,  and  Gonzales  fol- 

'ow*  in  his   track.     Both   must  be  considered  to   have 

"ade  a  most  exemplary  and    promising   use   of   their 

powerii.      But,  since  wo    have   arrived  at  *'  Don   Porfi- 

no,"  let  ns  see  how  he  entered  upon  oflice  in  the  be- 

giooing. 


U(.t        OLD  ^n£X!r^^  AXJ)  HKH  f.OST  i'HOi'fSCb'S, 


IV. 

Since  he  is,  bj  general  admission,  the  power  behind 
throne,  the  Mexican  "  Warwick,"  the  President  who  has 
been,  is,  and  is  to  be,  let  ns  inqnire  a  little  also  who  he 
was.  "  Ills  influenee  in  the  country,"  aays  the  Monitor, 
"is  decisive,  incontestable.  Something  more  than  Ben- 
itez  in  the  past,  he  is  not  only  tlie  great  commoner,  buti 
the  one  man  of  tlie  present." 

Porfino  Diaz  was  born  in  Oasaca,  in  1S30.  His  family 
destined  him  for  tlm  law,  but  he  took  to  soldiering  in-] 
stead.  Beginning  as  a  private,  he  entered  the  city  of^ 
Mexico  as  general-in-chief  of  the  forces  which  wrested  it 
from  the  French.  Once  in  these  wars,  when  a  prisoner 
at  Pnebla,  he  let  himself  down  by  a  rope  from  a  tower 
and  made  hia  escape.  His  career  is  studded  with  ro- 
mantic incidents^  but  the  career  of  what  Mexican  leader] 
is  not  ? 

The  Latin  race  admires  the  military  type,  and  "Don 
Porfirio,"  or  more  familiarly  ^^Porfirio,"  as  the  people  de-1 
light  to  call  him,  bethought  him  to  turn  his  prc.stige  in' 
the  lield  to  account.  lie  offered  himself  for  the  Presi*] 
dency  against  Juarez,  on  the  platform  of  no  re-election,] 
in  1871.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme; 
Court,  was  also  in  the  field  as  a  third  candidate.  I^t  tb* 
figui^es  in  this  reinitrkable  election  be  noted,  as  an  indi( 
tion  of  the  acute  interest  the  Mexican  voters  take  in  the! 
own  balloting.  In  a  population  of  8,83(5,411  a  total  oi 
only  12,861  votes  were  cast.  Juai-ez  received  5837,  Dii 
3555,  Lerdo  2874,  and  95  are  recorded  as  "  scattering.'' 

"^. — Relate  to  me  what  happened  thereafter. 

^^  A. — General  Porfirio  Diaz  issued,  from  his  hacieni 
of  La  Noria,  a  manifesto,  hence  called  the  PUm  of 
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Ti>rw,  repndiRting  tlie  existing  powers,  and  proposing  to 
retain  military  command  until  the  establishment  of  a  new 
order  of  things." 

A  bloody  war  of  more  than  a  year  followed,  in  which 
the  Poriiristas  were  utterly  routed.  Diaz,  amnestied,  pre- 
aeoted  himself  at  the  capital,  and  was  affably  received 
I  bj  Lerdo,  who  assured  him,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
'  nieol,  that  he  might  live  tranquil  without  fear  of  perse- 
^^Dtion  or  harn).  "Nothing,"  breaks  forth  our  liistorian, 
^Hi  onthofiasm  about  these  times,  "gives  a  better  idea  of 
^Be  constancy  and  elevation  of  the  Mexican  character,  a 
^^eriuge  from  its  Spanish  ancestry,  tlian  what  passes  in 
oar  ware,  both  civil  and  foreign.  It  appears  that  defeats 
t serve  as  stimulus  and  fresh  aliment  to  the  fray." 
Upon  what  possible  theory  tiiese  ambitious  chiefs  have 
wa_V8  made  their  partisans  so  ready  to  be  slaughtered  for 
tbem,ia  a  speculation  which  I  shall  not  go  into.  Porfirio 
»■  remained  quiet  till  1876,  when  he  issued  the  Plan  of 
oI<t  Bhueo^  fkud  rose  against  Tjcrdo,  who  had  succeeded 
larez.  lie  captured  Matamoras  by  a  bold  stroke  of 
;  was  himself  captured  ou  shipboard ;  and  ea- 
from  the  Lerdists  by  leaping  into  the  sea,  through 
tiie  connivance  of  the  French  captain,  whom  he  after- 
*«nl  made  consul  to  St.  Xazaire.  After  a  scries  of  such- 
e  Adventures  his  persistence  won  the  day,  and  Lerdo 
k  to  flight.  "  Don  Sebastian  '^  Lerdo  is  spoken  of  as 
bahly  the  most  scholarly  and  accomplished  President 
republic  ever  had.  Ho  had  been  a  school -master, 
er,  and  tried  to  govern  the  country  in  the  peda- 
Bpirit  to  which  he  had  been  need,  lie  lost  favor, 
bj  his  lack  of  military  talent,  and  fled  when  his  fort- 
es were  by  no  means  desperate.  The  country  people 
''■fire  strongly  on  his  side  at  firet,  but  this  singular  thing 
happened  —  that,  finding    hiin    unable   to   protect    tliem 
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against  the  roving  bands  of  rcvolntionists  favoring  Diaz, 
tiiey  joined  them  in  disgust,  and  went  on  with  them  to 
the  capital. 

It  is  upon  ench  original  guarantees  that  the  antliority 
which  Poriirio  has  devoted  to  tlie  extension  of  law  and 
order  and  the  beuefitg  of  civilization  reposes. 


V, 

The  subject  of  these  i-emarks  is  a  pereori  neither  talk- 
ative nor  tncitnrn.  lie  is  of  comninnding  height,  a 
swarthy,  half- Indian  complexion,  a  figure  stalwart  but 
not  lieavy,  and  of  a  military  yet  somewhat  nonclialant 
bearing,  all  of  which  may  form  a  part  of  his  attraction. 
He  knows  how  to  ntllize  ti»e  artB  of  peace  as  well  as 
war.  Perhaps  lie  believes  a  little  in  the  motto,  ^  I^t  me 
make  the  songs  of  a  nation,  and  I  care  not  who  makes  its 
laws,"  for  the  ballad-singers  at  Santa  Anita,  on  the  Viga 
Canal,  whither  the  populace  swarm  on  Sundays  to  indulge 
in  dancing, /)»//7»/*%  tuhuilat,  and  flowers  from  the  floating 
gardens,  l»ave  many  a  long-dniwn  refrain  to  the  praises  of 
Don  Porfirio  Di-i-iaz.  It  is  hardly  fair,  perhaps,  to  sug- 
gest that  these  are  subsidized,  since  they  may  rest  upon 
pure  admiration  of  his  merits,  after  all. 

The  Mexican  law  prohibits  re-election,  except  after  an 
interval  of  four  yeai-s,  and  Fortirio  Diaz  was  too  ardent 
a  one-tcrmcr  to  be  able  to  overstep  tJiia  prohibition  with 
any  conaiateney.     lie  has  placed  his  friend  and  fellow- 
soldier  Gonzales  in  office  as  his  htcum  ienens.     lie  will 
assume  it  himself  for  the  next  term,  dating  from  1884. 
After  that — so  the  plan  is  supposcnl  to  be  arranged — he( 
will  give  it  to  General  Trevifio,  his  companion  in  arms' 
and  strong  auxiliary  in  Ins  pronunciamentos.      TrevifioJ 
has  married  the  daughter  of  an  American  genei*al,  Ordi 
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»nd  it  may  be  supposed  that  American  interests  will  not 
snffer  in  his  hands. 

Portirio  is  romantic  even  in  his  ilachiavellianism. 
The  onlj  source  from  which  he  might  have  had  any- 
thing to  fear  was  perhaps  a  lingering  Lerdist  sentiment. 


omnia  uaxccl  oonzaus,  nusiDt.sr  or  mexioo. 

It  represents,  or  represented,  a  conservative  element,  of 
■^^ter  80cial  position  than  tlje  rude  democratic  force  in 
pwer.  He  set  to  work  to  conciliate  this  Lerdist  senti- 
^'^cnt  He  has  been  able  to  take  of  late  tiie  effectual 
of  marrying  into  the  very  midst  of  it,  having 
»OBen  for  his  third  wife  the  daughter  of  Senator  Ho- 
"lero  Rabio.  Romero  Riibio  was  the  right-hand  man  of 
^fdo,  and  his  companion  in  exile.  He  is  now  president 
^i  the  Senate,  and  the  official  who  is  empowered  hy  law 
to  call  and  control  a  new  election,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in 


I 


old  wonDd,  received  &t  Poebla,  And  it  ha«  been  tbooght 
faj  some  thMi  Diax  mtgbt  need  to  be  called  to  the  c^ir 
eren  before  the  tppoiDted  lioiit  of  time. 

Nor  coold  he  bare  had  anj  pereoiutl  repogmnee  to 
overcome  in  this  match.  His  nBaal  good-fortnne  attends 
him.  The  voaog  ladj  u  under  twentj,  accomplished, 
and  of  a  higli-bred  air.  She  will  be  recollected  bj  Amer- 
icans as  among  the  prettiest  of  the  belles  who  took  paK 
in  the  ronod  of  festivities  given  in  honor  of  General 
Grant  at  his  last  visit.  This,  too,  will  be  pleasing  to  the 
people.  Don  Porfirio  means  that  the  people  ftball  be 
pleased.  When  General  Grant,  on  his  first  visit  to  the 
oonntrj  in  his  tonr  around  the  world,  was  the  cariositj 
and  hero  of  the  hour,  Porfirio  was  his  inseparable  at- 
tendant and  conrteoos  host.  A  certain  resemblance  was 
traced  between  tbenu  Both  had  been  illustrions  gener- 
als, both  president*.  When  Grant  relumed  a  second 
time,  and  was  now  less  popular,  on  account  of  his  inter- 
est in  the  railway  concessions,  and  a  jealousv  which  had 
meantime  arisen  of  American  aggression,  Don  Porfirio 
was  unfortunately  obliged  to  be  far  distant,  distributing 
charity  to  sufferers  on  the  nortliem  confines  of  the  re- 
pnblic. 

The  work  of  conciliation  has  long  been  going  on.  Old 
fanctionaries  hare  been  reinstated  in  place;  veteran  army 
officers  have  been  approached  and  offered  new  commands. 
One  of  these  latter  told  me  that  President  Gonzales  had 
sent  for  him,  after  having  kept  an  espionage  on  his  con- 
duct for  some  time,  and  a^kcd  him,  in  a  bluff  way, 

'*  Why  do  you  continue  to  talk  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  pass  your  time  in  idleness — you  who  were 
once  so  good  a  soldier  T' 

"Sir,"  he  replied,  "you  know  my  sentiments,  and  the 
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rase  for  which  I  fought.     F  cannot  deny  timt  I  hold 

im  Btill.     I  take  the  consequences.     I  have  pawned 

valuables  and  clothing  for  food.     If  I  rust  in  idleness 

is  because  I  have  no  occupation  to  turn  to." 

"I  admire    your   manliness,"   the    President    replied. 

"Here  is  your  appointment  to  the  command  of  a  regi- 

tt.    Yuur  cause  is  dead,  as  yoa  know,  and  cannot  be 

svived.     I  ask  of  you  no  political  services.     I  ask  of 

foil  only  to  be  as  before — a  soldier." 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  after  this  there  was  at  least 
[ODe  Lerdist  the  less. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  finding;  fault  with 
tlii* policy  of  astute  conciliation;  far  from  it.  Tlie  ham- 
mer-and-tongs  method  has  been  so  long  in  vogne  that  it 
i»i  delightful  relief.  The  chicanery  of  matrimonial  al- 
liances, and  nfisuniption  of  frank  and  soldierly  inainiers, 
^11  be  welcomed  by  all  the  foreign  capital  in  the  coun- 
tn'uagreat  improvement  upon  throat-cutting. 

From  vast  estates  in  Oaxaca,  which  with  a  commend- 
•We  economy  he  has  amassed  meantime,  the  Mexican 
"Vvick,  controls  the  destinies  of  his  country  with  an 
^fiMe  like  moving  one's  little  finger.  lie  pleases  himself 
tie  inteiim  to  be  governor,  and  commander  of  the 
►fees,  of  this  fighting  state.  In  the  absence  of  any 
icicnt  electoral  system  the  country  is  under  his  abso- 
flnte  dictatorship;  wliile,  with  the  ostensible  division  of 
P<3*er»,  there  is  no  way  of  tracing  the  responsibility  to 
its  wnrco. 
^*ot  that  there  is  the  least  danger  of  anybody''s  trying 
4)  80.  There  are  apparent  Brutuscs  in  both  Houses 
Congress,  oratoi-s  and  poets  who  have  turned  off  many 
<Jiatribe  and  many  an  ode  to  freedom  on  the  best  claseic 
id  French  republican  models,  but  they  iiave  nothing  to 
\J  against  this  Caesar.     They  are  not  very  free  agents, 
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to  tell  the  truth.  They  are  reallj  sent  by  the  governors 
of  the  respective  states,  and  these  governors  have  been 
manipulated  in  advance.  Portirio  can  undoubtedly  make 
threats  as  well  as  promises;  and  an  unlucky  representa- 
tive, if  content  to  forego  a  better  place,  may  even  lose 
the  one  he  has.  lie  cannot  depend  upon  adequate  sup- 
port, either,  should  he  have  a  notion  to  resist.  The 
**  boys''  arc  much  given  to  "going  back"  on  one  anoth 
in  Mexican  hifitory. 

I  shall  be  found  fault  with  by  some  persons,  as  likely 
as  not,  for  undue  seventy.  He  is  a  beneficent  Caesar, 
after  all*  compared  with  former  times;  he  has  brought 
back  something  like  a  Golden  Age;  he  oppresses  nobody, 
at  least,  not  the  foreigners,  and  gives  a  stimulus  to  every 
worthy  enterprise. 

So  bo  it;  and  probably  there  is  no  more  genial  gov- 
ernment than  a  Ctesarism  of  the  beneficent  sort,  fairly 
established.  But  it  is  too  full  of  dangers.  Portirio  is 
doing  notliing  to  educate  the  nation.  "  In  effect,"  one 
of  his  own  papers  says  to  him,  "it  is  not  alone  with  rail- 
ways that  a  nation  so  disorganized  as  onrs  can  reconstiM 
tute  itself;  not  alone  the  locomotive  and  the  telegraph^ 
that  can  make  us  happy.  There  should  emanate  from 
the  regions  of  power  something  like  an  impulse  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  law  and  ohserviince  of  the  institutions  upon 
which  the  social  and  political  well-being  of  the  country 
rests." 

It  is  not  probable  that  tliere  will  soon  again  be  serio 
disturbances.     **  All  the  grabbers  have  got  places,"  sa; 
some  critics  of  a  cynical  turn,  "and  there  will  be  no  mo 
revolntions."     A  better  saying,  however,  is  current:  " 
bad   government   is  preferable    to  a  good   revolution.* 
There  is  a  weariness  of  fighting.     The  country  seems 
savor  the  little-known   luxury  of  peace  with  a  positi 


SOME  TRAITS  OF  PECUUAR  HISTORY,  ETC.       147 


sto.     The  railways  rlitninisli  the  chance  of  trouble  by 

r  the  lirbt  time  furuitihing  ample  employment  to  the 

le,  who  formerly  occupied  themselves  in  plunder  and 

were  ready  to  follow  the  banners  of  insurgent  chiefe. 

EThey  will  be  a  potent  military  engine  in  enabling  the 
Government  to  mass  its  forces  at  points  of  danger.  The 
fear,  too,  may  be  present  of  interference  by  foreign  gov- 
ernments, should  the  enterprises  of  their  citizens  be 
|khreatcned  with  serious  damage  by  new  upheavals. 
I  Still,  there  are  great  administrative  abuses.  The  civil 
service  is  notorionsly  corrnpt.  Opportunities  for  gulling 
oppression  are  open  to  the  governments,  both  federal 
Hnd  state,  and,  most  ominous  of  trouble,  redress  by  the 
billot  is  not  possible.  The  anomaly  is  presented  of  a 
^public  in  which  there  is  no  census  nor  regietration  of 
TOlere,  no  scrutiny  of  the  ballot-box  except  by  the  party 
in  power.  There  is  hardly  a  ray  of  interest  in  the  polit- 
ical machine  by  the  people  themselves.  The  number  of 
vot€g  cast  at  elections  is  pitifully  small,  as  we  have  seen. 
It  is  not  considered  worth  while  to  vote.  The  lower 
clafifies  read  no  informing  journals,  have  no  public  speak- 
^^  No  organized  opposition  exists.  Such  oppoi^ition 
*6  there  is  is  purely  personal.  All  contests  for  otiice  are 
pwional,  and  not  a  matter  of  principles.  The  Govern- 
ment—that  of  the  centre  influencing  the  states,  and  these 
<n  tani  the  communities — sustains  and  counts  in  what 
<*Bdi<Jate8  it  pleases.  There  are  no  data  for  objection, 
wnce  nobody  can  point  to  the  real  number  of  voters  in 
*  given  place,  nor  their  names. 

When  this  is  understood  it  seems  to  aeconnt  for  almost 
**'  thftt  has  happened.  There  is  absolutely  no  remedy 
fw  oppressive  domination  but  in  rebellion.  With  the 
0€<t  of  dispositions,  the  most  entire  patience,  what  has 
iuppsoed  in  the  past  may  happen  again. 
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If  there  be  any  etatesmanship  in  Mexico,  maj  we  not 
hope  to  Bee  some  champion  arise  to  remedy  this,  instrnct 
the  masses  in  their  rights,  enumerate  and  register  them, 
and  insnre  them  the  first  essential  of  a  free  government 
— an  accurate  and  unfettered  suffrage? 
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XII. 

QVATITLAN,  Am>  AROUSD  LAKES  XOCHIMIICO 
AKD  CHALCO. 


I. 

The  Baying  ib  cnrpent  that  "Outside  of  Mexico  all  is 
Cmtitlan," 

It  allows  that  the  capital  entertains  a  true  Parisiaa  ob- 
*^'n  for  itself,  and  a  cmTesponding  contempt  for  the  reet 
'^'  the  country.  Cuatitlan  is  a  little  village  twenty-live 
*"iles  to  the  northward,  reached  by  a  narrow-gauge  rail- 
^,  liuilt  by  Mexicans,  but  purchased  by  the  Mexican 
"(intrJ.  It  was  at  Cuatitlan  that  I  saw  my  first  bult- 
"g'lt-  It  is  one  of  the  two  places  in  the  vicinity  where 
WiecipitjU  thus  amuses  itself,  the  eport  being  prohibited 
'^town.    In  some  states,  as  Zacatecas,  it  is  abolisiied  en- 

'Oiere  were  five  bulls  killed  that  day,  and  three  horses, 
'^''t  no  men — unfortunately,  the  novice  in  these  cowardly 
'"'^  diaagreeable  representations  is  inclined  to  think. 
'^H  ball  came  in  ignorarit  of  the  fate  of  liis  predcces- 
^J^^ind  ran  at  the  streamers  with  a  playful  air.  You  felt 
"ke  scratching  his  back  and  calling  him  "good  old  fol- 
I'^V  instead  of  waiting  to  see  presently  hia  pained  aston- 
'•iiitient  and  torture,  his  glazing  eye  and  stfjggering  step, 
*0o death  like  that  of  an  actor  in  nieh»drama.  TIic  horses 
Wfero  wretched  hacks,  allowed  to  be  gored  purposely  as  a 
P*rtof  tlie  spectacle.     They  were  driven  around  the  ring 
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rterward  till  they  dropped,  and  tlieir  life-blood  poured 
witb  an  audible  noise,  like  the  spatter  of  a  rivulet.  Upon 
which  the  boieterons  youth  of  Mexico,  of  the  lower  class, 
cried  ^^ BdLor^  ^''BdLismnon  in  frenzied  delight. 

kThe  gray  old  walls  of  the  parish  church,  immense,  and 
excellent  design  (aa  they  all  are),  rise  above  the  amphi- 
leatre.   Within  are  lignres  of  saints  grotesquely  adorned, 
wf  realisticftlly  horrible,  in  the  usual  style.     The  devout 
Indians  are  not  art'litfologists,  and  have  no  idea  of  paying 
)nor  other  than  as  they  understand  it.      I  have  it  on 
•ntliority  that  when  left  to  themselves  they  have  been 
bo\ni  to  equip  the  Saviour  of  the  World  in  a  twenty- 
dollar  hat,  chajtarreras  (a  kind  of  riding  breeches),  spurs, 
and  revolver,  sparing  no  expense  to  make  him  a 
tier  of  the  first  fashion. 
The  houses  of  tlio  town,  built  of  concrete  or  adobe, 
sometimes  plastered  and  tinted,  are  of  one  story.     There 
•niBorae  email  portals  for  the  use  of  out-of-door  merchants, 
^  i^'K  pulqneriatfy  SiX\d  tliread-nccdle  shops,  and  a  mfmony 
ion,  "of  the  Divine  Providence,"  where  enornious- 
wagons  arc  corralled  in  line,  and  muleteers  sleep 
their  packs,  as  in  the  times  of  Don  Quia-vt^, 
This  is  CuAtitlan,  this  the  Mexican  village,  which  can 
^dreary  enough  to  one  who  does  not  look  at  it  with  the 

P^^li  interest  of  a  new-comer.  Yon  cannot  take  as  much 
cciiifort  iu  the  lower  class  of  people  as  you  would  like, 
^  icconnt  of  their  habits.  Tliero  is  no  denying  that  in 
'^w  neighborliood  of  Mexico  s^t  least  they  are  very  dirty. 
They  do  not  clean  up  even  for  their  festivals.  I  saw 
^W  dancing  at  a  public  ball  at  tho  Theatre  Hidalgo, 
*'iich,  among  other  amusements,  the  municipality  pro- 
^Hlwi  for  them  free,  on  the  national  festival  of  the  5th 
^iiay.  There  were  charcoal  dealers  and  such  jx^rsous, 
^>tli  their  women,  and  they  had  not  takeu  the  pains  to 
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remove  a  single   smndge   of   their  working-daj  coodi- 
tion. 

Caatitlan  vras  the  birth-place  of  the  simple  peon  Jnan 
Diego,  wiko  in  1531  saw  the  iniracQloos  apparition  of  the 
Virgin  of  Guadalnpe.  He  was  passing  the  barren  hill 
where  her  elaborate  pilgrimage  chua-h  now  stands,  and 
fthe  g^re  him  roses  which  had  flowered  where  no  flower 
bad  ever  been  seen  before.  A  banner  with  tlie  image 
of  this  niiractiloas  Virgin  was  carried  all  through  the  wars 
of  the  Independence,  (ruadalnpe  is  still  one  of  the  spots 
to  he  visited,  and  you  bny  such  sacred  knick-knacks  there 
as  at  Loardes  or  Einsiedlen.  bat  the  cbnrch  is  stripped  of 
its  treasnres  now,  and  the  surroundings  have  a  shabby 
aspect. 

II. 

At  San  Angel,  Tla]{>an),  and  other  similar  points  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  capital,  there  was  formerly  an  extensive 
villa  life.  It  has  curiously  decayed,  even  while  the  secur- 
ity of  living  in  such  a  way  has  increased.  There  are  no 
fierce  heats,  however,  to  drive  people  to  the  country.  It 
is  always  comfortable  in  town.  No  watering-places  nor 
summer  resorts  in  our  sense  of  the  word  exist.  People 
who  go  to  their  haciendas  visit  them  more  to  look  after 
their  business  interests  than  in  need  or  love  uf  country 
life.  Bilia  are  up  in  tlie  grated  windows  of  the  long, 
low,  one-storied  villas  at  San  Angel,  and  the  fruits  fall 
uiitasted  in  the  orange  and  myrtle  gardens.  The  vil- 
lagers endeavor  to  atone  for  this  neglect  of  them  by 
feasts  of  flowers,  and  little  fairs,  which  last  a  week  at 
a  time.  On  these  occasions,  among  other  attractions, 
existing  ordinances  against  gambling  are  set  aside,  and 
their  small  plazas  are  tilled  with  games  of  hazard. 

The  Viga  Canal,  as  far  as  Santa  Anita,  is  a  livelier  and 
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more  uniquo  re&ort.  Santa  Anita  is  the  St.  Cload  oi 
Bougival  of  Mexico.  Thither  go,  especially  on  Sundays, 
lively  persons  to  disport  themselves  on  the  water  and^ 
pass  a  day  of  the  picnic  order,  taking  lunch  with  them,fl 
or  defending  on  such  cheap  viands  as  the  place  offers. 
The  wide  yellow  canal  is  more  Venetian  than  French  at 
first.  A  mouldering  red  villa  or  two  on  its  banks,  with 
private  water- gates,  might  belong  to  the  Brenta.  Af- 
terward lines  of  willows  and  poplars  are  reflected  in  the 
water,  and  then  it  is  Frencli  again, 

Flat-boats  coming  on,  piled  up  with  bales  of  hay  and 
■wood,  echo  each  other  peacefully  from  distance  to  dis- 
tance. Swift,  small  chalupm  (dug-outs)  follow,  managed 
by  the  Indian  master  in  poses  fur  a  sculptor,  while  his 
wife— or  it  is  as  often  an  Indian  woman  alone — is  en- 
sconced among  flowers  and  vegetables,  with  which  it 
overflows.  This  is  the  region  of  the  chinam-paSy  the 
gardens  from  which  tlic  markets  of  Mexico  are  most 
liberally  supplied.  They  are  formed  by  the  division  of 
what,  was  once  a  marsh,  by  narrow  branch  canals,  into 
small  oblong  patches.  The  patclies  are  so  small  that  the 
owner  passes  around  the  borders  in  his  canoe,  and  keeps 
all  portions  moist  with  water,  which  he  throws  out  upun 
them  with  a  calabash.  By  this  care,  and  the  rich  charac- 
ter of  the  redeemed  soil,  luxuriant  crops  are  produced.       m 

Tiie  honses  of  the  village  are  generally  of  bamboo,  and  ™ 
without  windows,  sufficient  light  penetrating  through  the 
interstices.  The  first  business  of  the  participants  in  the 
Sunday  festivities  here  is  to  provide  themselves  with  large, 
tliick  wreaths  of  lovely  poppies  and  blue  and  white  corn- 
flowers, which  are  sold  for  the  merest  trifle.  They  wear 
these  upon  their  heads,  in  their  caperings,  with  a  higlily 
classic  effect.  A  general  frizzling  sound  is  heard,  where 
eatables,  of  whiih  peppers  form  a  large  ingre<iient,  ai 
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prepared  on  little  charcoal  furnaces  without  and  primi- 

ve  fire-places  witliin.     "  Come  in  I''  the  busy  venders 

;  "  come  in,  sef&ors,  sefioras,  and   seAoritas,  and   be 

[leated !    Aqui  los  nifioa!    Hero  is  the  place  for  the  c)iil- 

dren !    Here  is  the  place  where  they  are  appreciated,  and 

by  no  means  considered  a  nuisance  ['' 

*^Tamalts  caHentitos!  dear  little  tamai^^s^  very  nice 
»nd  hot!"  they  cry.  In  the  same  caressing  way  a  cab- 
man in  want  of  a  job  will  call  yon  jKitroneUc,  **dear  little 
patron/'  though  you  may  be  as  large  as  a  grenadier. 

Tbey  decorate  their  little  stands  with  tnrnips  and  rad- 
ishea  cut  into  ingenious  shapes  of  flowers,  and  with  a 
.profusion  of  little  birds  in  wax,  and  the  Mexican  Goddess 
of  Lil>erty  astride  of  an  eagle.  A  swann  of  flat-boat  men 
duster  at  the  edge  of  the  canal,  bidding  for  your  patron- 
age. Dancing  is  going  on  in  almost  every  court-yard; 
the  ballad-singers  strike  up  lazy  refrains;  and  in  the  Car- 
eel,  in  a  dirty  little  plaza,  by  a  fountain,  a  single  prisoner 
inoDotonously  rattles  his  wooden  grating,  and  glares  out 
•ttbegayety  like  a  madman.  No  self-respecting  Ameri- 
^^  prisoner  could  be  induced  to  stay  in  a  place  so  easy 
t<*  escape  from.     But  there  is  no  accounting  for  tastes. 


III. 

^»t  are  there  no  real  chinamjxis,  no  gardens  that  actn- 
%  float,  according  to  the  tradition  ?    Was  all  that,  then, 

*«»ytb? 

^ot  at  all.  The  soil  hereabouts  is  sohdified  now,  an- 
**ore(l  down,  as  it  were;  but  it  has  in  its  time  floated, 
*"«  in  that  condition  borne  crops.  Farther  on  whole 
Wpftnses  are  found  only  kept  in  position  by  stakes,  with 
lonr  feet  of  water  below,  and  yet  strong  enough  to  sua- 
^Q  grazing  cattle.     An  expedition  was  organized,  in 
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which  T  was  privileged  to  set  off,  under  the  hospitable 
guidance  of  the  Director  of  the  Drainage  of  the  Valley, 
to  witness  these  marvels  iu  porson.  We  had  a  lar^ 
row-boat,  rowed  bj  five  oarsmeu ;  and  in  our  party  wa 
an  amiable  English  traveller,  who  lias  written  a  book 
about  Mexico,*  and  described,  among  others,  this  very 
expedition.  fl 

We  started  about  seven  o'clock  in  tlie  morning  from" 
the  garita  of  La  Viga,  an  old  Spanish  water-gate,  at  which 
toll  is  taken  from  the  market  boats.  The  current  was 
against  us.  The  canal  of  La  Viga,  a  stretch  of  about  si.x- 
teen  niilos,  is  the  outlet  of  Lake  Xochiniilco  into  Texeoco. 
Chalco  and  Xuchiinilco  are  practically  the  same  lake,  be- 
ing separated  only  by  a  narrow  causeway  of  ancient  date^fl 
which  is  open  at  the  centre  and  spanned  by  a  little  bridgo.^ 

There  are  niniierons  hamlets  along  the  way,  built  like 
Santa  Anita,  and  each  with  a  few  venerable  palm-trees  in 
its  plaza.  The  Jefe  Politico  of  one  embraced  our  Director 
of  tlio  Desa^iio  and  kissed  his  hand.  At  another  a  solid 
little  bridge  had  lately  been  thrown  across  the  canal,  and 
we  heard  of  a  batiquet  that  had  been  given  on  the  occa- 
sion. The  orator  of  the  day  had  delivered  a  resounding 
addrcBS  on  human  progress,  and  declared  that  he  wi 
proud  to  be  a  resident  of  a  village  which  could  acco 
plish  such  a  feat.  We  lunched  at  a  fort-like  hacienda 
at  Ixtapalapa,  the  point  where  the  canal  issues  from  the  j 
lake,  and  there  found  horses  awaiting  to  take  na  to  thll^| 
top  of  the  mil  of  the  Star.  Upon  this  eminence,  accord-" 
ing  to  Prescott,  were  rekindled  the  extinguished  fir 
and  the  beautiful  captive  sacrificed  at  the  end  of 
of  the  cycles  of  fifty  years,  when  the  Aztecs  thought  th 
existence  of  the  world  was  to  be  terminated. 


*  Brocklehurst'B  *'  Mexico  To-day."    Johu  Murmy:  London,  1888. 
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We  found  nothing  on  the  enmmit  but  a  few  heavy 

foundation  etoncs,  possibly  remains  of  a  sacrificial  altar. 
Onr  horses  had  to  be  walked  actively  about,  to  prevent 
their  taking  Ecrious  cold  from  the  rapid  evaporation.  It 
)■  chiefly  iiieinories  that  are  fonnd  on  such  places.  I 
plucked  there,  however,  to  send  in  a  letter,  a  dark -red 
icoimnon  flower,  and  pleased  myself  with  the  fancy  that 
[it  migiit  have  drawn  its  sanguinary  hue  from  the  ground 
ftj  steeped  in  slaughter. 

Though  at  the  entrance  of  the  lake,  no  shining  expanse 
[of  vnter  was  visible.  The  greater  part  of  the  surface, 
E,  is  covered  with  a  singular  growth  of  entwined 
and  dehrh^  supporting  a  verdant  meadow.  Pas- 
^  through  it  is  effected  by  canals  and  shifting  natural 
wiantiels,  which  change  with  the  wind. 

Two  of  our  men  after  a  time  got  out  and  towed  the 
^t-  The  ostensible  ttrrafirma  sank  under  their  weight 
like  the  undulatioua  of  *' benders"  in  thin  ice.  Now  and 
Iheti  ono  floundered  and  went  in  waist-deep,  whereat  the 
tithers  laughed.  The  margins  are  kept  in  place  along  the 
pennaiient  channels  by  pinning  them  down  with  long 
fiUkes. 

"e  fell  in  with  wandering  strips  of  growing  verdure, 
*^lled  tn^ixitw  (ribbons),  and  larger  ones,  Jnindoienm  (ban- 
*J'^  drifting  about  at  their  own  sweet  will.  Our  host 
^"1  08,  though  this  he  would  not  guarantee  as  of  his  own 
^perience,  that  in  the  earlier  times  a  garden  of  flowers 
and  vegetables  waa.now  and  then  wrecked  along-shore 
[^Jtor  a  gale  of  wind,  as  if  it  had  been  a  bark.  Contra- 
idists,  robbere  who  occasionally  beset  the  market-boats, 
^(l  political  refugees  have  sometimes  found  this  a  favor- 
able place  of  refnge^and  escaped  pursuit  by  diving  nnder 
.iJie  illusive  area  and  coming  np  elsewhere. 

We  dined  al  freaoj  ut  Mas  Arriba,  a  place  named  quite 
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in  the  American  style,  literally  Farther  On.  The  margins 
were  full  of  yellow  water-lilies,  and  the  elear  spaces  re- 
flected distant  nionntains.  Evening  drew  on,  and  then 
night.  The  frogs  and  crickets  waked  up  their  lonesome 
refrain,  and  lire -flies  twinkled  brightly  in  the  morass. 
A  few  drops  of  rain  fell,  which  increased  in  time  to  a 
shower. 


IV. 


ikfl^l 


I 


We  reached  the  long  canseway  between  the  two  la 
late  at  night,  in  pitch  darkness  and  torrents  of  rain,  and 
screened  oureelves  a  while  under  the  little  bridge,  which 
barely  accommodated  the  boat.  Here  was  Tlahuac,  an  an- 
cient island  town  or  village,  at  tlie  centre  of  the  causo^f 
way.  Waiting  was  useless.  We  landed  in  the  rain,  bought 
candles  at  a  M'retched  tieada  kept  by  Indians  as  solemn 
as  statnee,  and  set  out  in  search  of  a  lodging.  A  mozo 
preceded  ns,  like  a  great  fire-bug,  Ghcltering  a  burning 
cattdle  under  a  straw  mat  as  best  he  could,  to  aid  us  in 
keeping  out  of  the  deeper  puddles. 

We  were  recommauded  to  the  Padre,  as  the  only  pep- 
son  capable  of  entertaining  visitors  of  our  distinction,  and 
found  him  in  an  ancient  Dominican  convent  looming  up 
in  the  darkness.  He  received  us  with  many  apologie6|H 
gave  lis  a  good  supper,  manifested  an  interest  in  the  late 
gossip  of  Mexico,  and  put  us  to  sleep  on  the  church  car- 
pets on  the  floor  of  a  vast,  bare  room,  provided  with  a 
few  old  religions  pictures  and  bits  of  furniture.  ^| 

Any  temporary  discomforts  of  this  night  of  adventure^" 
wei*e  amply  atoned  for  by  tlie  beautiful  bright  morning^— 
of  the  next  day.     We  found  Tlahuac  a  kind  of  Yenetiaifc^ 
island,  a  Torcello,  as  it  were,  on  which  some  population  oKr 
Kew  Zealandei*8  might  have  put  up  their  thatched  huts— 
The  church  rising  in  the  centre  had  one  of  the  usual  shin  — 
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ing  tiled  domes,  and  was  preceded  by  a  court  and  arclied 
ewav.  Ite  outer  walls  were  covered  with  a  large  pat- 
of  quatre-foiia  in  red  and  yellow.  1  do  not  recol- 
lect jnst  sacb  a  design  again  till  I  came  later  to  the 
I  old  Spani&li  mission  of  San  Juan  Capistrano,  in  Southern 
^^klifomia.  The  island  has  sunk,  or  rather  the  lake  has 
^Hfiften,  in  conrse  of  time,  and  the  bases  of  the  columns  in  the 
^Hibnrch  are  some  four  feet  below  the  level  of  the  ground. 
^"  Near  by  was  the  village  school^  and,  as  we  got  under 
wav.  vce  heard  the  shrill  little  voices  of  the  children  re- 
citing their  spelling  in  concert.  All  the  shock -headed 
*iult  residents,  in  their  garments  (►f  white  cotton,  looked 
ttBtnpid  as  possible;  bnt  it  is  not  always  safe  to  judge 
b/  appearances. 

From  here  the  view  of  the  two  great  snow-clad  vol- 
cinoos  is  uninterrupted  and  glorious.  We  were  told  to 
M  with  the  oars  at  one  place  in  the  canal  tlie  pave- 
fflenta  of  a  snbmei^ed  Aztec  city.  Cortez  mentions  such 
•  one  in  his  letters.  In  1855  the  rumor  of  a  new  Pom- 
peii spread  abroad,  based  upon  tlie  finding  of  a  few  suU- 
^^f^  Aztec  hnts  in  Lake  Chalco,  but  no  remains  of 
wyreul  importance  have  ever  come  to  light. 


V. 

Ott  this  day,  in  I^ake  Chalco,  we  took  our  mid-day  meal 
>t  the  base  of  Xico,  a  little  island  volcano  now  extinct. 
"18  of  solid  granite,  without  so  much  as  a  blade  of  grass 
eternally,  and  the  ascent  is  smooth  and  difficult.  The 
*^linen  sometimes  see  "Will-o'-the-wisps"  on  its  sum- 
^tj  which,  they  say,  are  kindled  by  the  witches.  We 
"imbed  it,  notwithstanding,  and  found  a  gently  sloping 
^•^ter,  tilled  with  maize -fields,  which  could  easily  Lave 
Rieen  approached  from  tlie  other  side. 


IGO 
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The  water  began  to  be  clmrmingly  clear,  and  the  bol 
torn  was  full  of  a  red  weed  like  coral.  We  gatliered 
ferns,  lilies,  tlie  fragrant  little  white  flower  of  St.  John — 
flor  de  San  Juan,  8old  in  large  bunches  in  the  market — 
and  other  flowers,  yeUow,  purple,  and  vivid  scarlet,  of  un- 
known name^. 

The  clouds  still  hung  threateningly  al)out,  and  gave  us 
now  and  then  a  slight  sprinkle  of  rain.     Bnt  as  wo  drew 
near  to  Clialco  and  the  end  of  our  two  days'  voyage  they^J 
cleared  away.  ^M 

The  prospect  from  this  point  is  the  subject  for  a  land- 
scape painting  of  the  grand  order.  Tlie  town  of  Chalca 
with  an  aueiont  and  noble  church  editice,  supplies  the 
element  of  human  interest.  In  front  is  the  blue  water 
in  spaces,  with  their  reflection,  and  a  wealth  of  marsh 
plants,  arrow  and  lance  heads,  ferns,  and  flowers.  In  th( 
distance  is  the  great  guow-clad  mountains,  upon  whi< 
wreathing  niiets  throw  changing  lights  and  shadow 
Ixtaciliuath  the  White  Woman,  though  the  lesser,  I  con^ 
tinually  And  the  more  picturewj^ue  of  the  two,  in  its  shai 
and  rugged  outline.  Popocatepetl,  in  the  more  perfi 
symmetry  of  its  cone,  is  a  little  monotonous,  like  Orizabj 

We  came,  by  a  short  branch  canal,  to  the  station  of 
Compania,  on  the  Morelos  railway,  and  took  the  trail 
back  to  town.     We  were  just  in  lime  to  licar  of  a  dit 
turbance  near  by  by  (rcneral  Tiburcii*  Montiel,  and  hi 
iirrest  by  the  Government  forcoa.     It  was  said  that 
had  headed  a  communistic  uprising  of  Indians  for  tl 
recovery  of  their  lands,     lie  declared  through  the  press! 
afterward  that  he  had  but  gathered  a  posse  to  aid  him^ 
in  the  execution  of  some  legal  process.     Quaint  risings  ol 
a  eonnnunistic  sort,  however,  have  not  been  nneommoi 
Demagogues  have  more  than  once  told  the  simple- mii 
peons  that  the  lands  of  the  country  were  theirs — had 


nmoo^H 
lindo^l 
Ibe^l 
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crested  from  their  ancestors  bj  the  Spanish  conquerors 
—and  it  was  high  time  to  get  them  back.  An  ingenious 
liacendado,  waited  upon  bj  such  a  delegation,  admitted 
tbeir  view,  but  met  it  with  another. 

"  Yes,"  said  he,  "  the  Spaniards  took  your  lands,  it  is 
trae;  but  before  that  you  Aztecs  took  them  from  the 
Toltecs.  Find  me  first,  therefore,  some  Toltecs ;  I  will 
yield  my  title  only  to  them." 


\ 
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XIII. 

TO    OLD    TSJCCOVO, 


Mr  next  journey  was  bj  lake  across  Texcoco  to  the| 
old  capital  of  that  natue.  I  had  lioped  to  take  Ei  Nes- 
hua^<Xft/oU,  which  lay  in  the  niiid  by  tlie  Garita  of  San 
Lazaro,  when  I  went  to  make  preliminary  inqoiries. 
There  would  have  been  a  certain  fitness  in  approaching 
the  ancient  capital  in  a  boat  named  after  the  sovereign 
who  made  it  illtistrions ;  but  it  was  not  its  day  for  sailing. 

The  Nezhual^^oyotl  was  clipper-built,  as  it  were,  a  long, 
rusty,  gondola-like  scow,  devoted  exclusively  to  passenger 
traffic.  We  took  instead  a  freight-boat  of  much  larger 
and  heavier  bnild,  Lti  Ninfa  Encantfxdora^  or  "the  En-fl 
chanting  Nymph."  She  would  have  been  called  the  Manj 
Ann  or  Bifmj  Jane  elsewhere,  but  such  is  the  difference 
in  the  tropical  imagination. 

A  cabin  sheltered  the  passengers  and  some  budgets  of] 
goods  which  were  done  up  in  the  m^y xXMq  petate^^  rush 
mats,  and  included  two  bags  of  silver.  There  were  a 
couple  of  young  women  going  to  pasear — take  a  little 
vacation — at  Texcoco.  **It  will  be  triste,  of  course," 
they  said,  *'like  everything  ont  of  Mexico;  still,  we  are 
going  to  try  it  for  a  while."  Tiiey  offered  a  part  oi 
their  lunch,  as  travelling  coujpanions  were  continually 
doing  wherever  I  went,  and  the  skipper  offered  us  pulque* 
Two  older  women,  in  blue  rebosas,  eat  like  statues,  hold- 
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their  parcels  and  an  Indian  baby  in  their  laps,  from 
'one  end  of  the  long  journey  to  the  other. 

The  canal  of  San  Lazaro  on  this  side  extends  about  a 
leftgae  to  the  lake.     It  is  very  much  less  attractive  than 
that  of  Chalco.     Its  terminus  in  the  city   is  the   point 
of  &  most  animated  and  Venetian-like  market  scene,  but 
one  earns  his  pleasure  in  dealing  with  this  canal  at  the 
expense  of  many  a  bad  odor.    Six  men  put  fi  sort  of  bar- 
0668  on  themselves  and  dragged  us  along,  ])iotIding  on 
tbe  tow-path,  as  Russian  peasants  drag  their   boats  in 
wme  of  their  rivers.     A  man  on  horseback  with  a  tow- 
rope  also  Assisted,  on  tbe  other  side. 

Tbe  water,  shoal  in  the  beginning,  shoaled  more  as  we 
teuton,  till  we  were  aground  on  flats  in  the  edge  of  the 
We,  The  city  sewage  was  aground  with  us.  Still,  the 
8ita»tion  was  relieved  by  the  striking  prospect.  The  teo- 
ttlli-Iike  Pefiol,  where  there  are  warm  baths,  was  close 
*tliiiDil.  Sky  and  water  were  of  an  identical  hlue;  the 
8li»IIow  expanse  reflected  the  circuit  of  dark  and  purplish 
™*bill8  and  great  snow-peaks  beyond  as  perfectly  as  if 
>th»d  been  as  deep  as  they  were  high. 

*^iir  crew  walked  for  an  hour  in  the  mud,  pushing 
•gainst  long  poles  projected  from  tlie  sides,  before  we 
could  be  said  to  be  fairly  afloat.  Then  they  came 
*Wrd  and  poled  the  rest  of  the  way.  They  walked  up 
••i  inclined  plane,  carrying  tlie  poles  over  their  heads,  and 
carne  down,  pushing,  with  them  supported  against  their 
i*l'0Qider8,  in  a  bold  and  striking  motion.  It  was  eight 
<>t'iock  when  we  set  out,  and  four  wlien  we  reached  the 
'^»Hth  of  the  short  branch  canal  which  makes  up  to  Tex- 
^^-  The  distance  mast  bo  about  thirty  miles.  A  cross 
Wosc  out  of  the  lake  half  way  over,  and  our  polcmen 
•*<>PI)ed  at  it  and  shouted  three  times,  with  startling  ef- 
N,  ^^Alaho  al  gran  poder  de  Diots!     Ave  Maria  pu- 
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rismm'ar — "Hail  to  the  almighty  power  of  God!    I 
Mary  the  purest !" 

Unexpectant  of  anything  of  the  sort,  I  hnrried  oat 
from  the  cabin,  taking  it  to  be  some  defiance  at  enemies^  fl 
or  disturbance  among  ourselvea.  We  met  other  packets 
like  our  own,  loaded  witli  people.  A  considerable  part  of 
the  cargoes  was  the  fine  large  red  earthen  jars  and  dishes 
we  saw  at  Mexico,  which  are  made  at  Toxcoco.  The 
piled-up  bales  and  pottery,  the  strange  figures,  and  the 
flasliing  poles  of  one  of  these  craft,  coming  on,  make  it 
a  highly  original  and  spirited  subject. 

Then  wc  fell  in  with  one  of  the  curiosities  of  tl)C 
lake —  disbelieved  in  by  some  —  swarms  of  the  moscHy 
a  little  water-fly,  so  thickly  settled  on  the  water  that  we 
took  them  for  tiiit-s  and  reefs.  They  resemble  mosquitoes, 
but  neither  sting  nor  even  alight  on  tiie  boat.  They  are 
taken  in  fine  nets  and  carried  to  Mexico,  as  food  for  the 
birds;  and  they  have  eggs,  which  are  sold  in  tlie  market 
and  made  into  tortillas,  which  are  said  to  be  very  pal- 
atable. 

The  shores  are  encrusted  with  native  alkali,  which  has 
its  share  in  the  production  of  the  disagreeable  odors. 
Peasants  gather  the  crude  product  and  load  it  upon  don- 
keys, to  carry  to  a  salt  and  soda  works,  and  a  manufactory 
of  glass,  situated  at  Texcoco.  M 

Was  it  in  this  same  branch  canal  that  Cortez  laiiuched  ™ 
his  brigantines  for  the  destruction  of  tl»e  naval  power  of 
the  Aztecs?    There  is  water  in  but  a  part  of  it  now;  and 
traces  of  subBtautinl  locks  are  found,  where  grass  is  g 
ing  and  cows  feeding. 


II. 


I  spent  nearly  a  week  at  Texcoco  assimilating  the  quiel 
interior  life  of  the  country.     I  dined  at  die  Restaurantel 
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UoivcrBO,  both  cheaply  and  better  as  a  rule  than  at  Mex- 
ico, and  found  a  chamber  with  the  keeper  of  the  princi- 
pal tietida,  there  being  no  inn.  1  even  became  some- 
thing of  ttu  expert  in  jful^u^.  The  true  oonuokseur  takes 
it  mitad  y  mitad:  half  of  agiia  Piiel  newly  from  the 
maguey  field,  and  half  the  stronger  beverage  of  longer 
standing,  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Jefe  Politico, 
a  polite,  youngish  man,  said  to  be  a  terror  to  evil-doers. 
He  had  made  the  roads  safe.  He  had  a  way  of  shooting 
at  brief  notice,  and  transporting  to  Yucatan,  or  if  he  con- 
tented himself  with  a  mere  tine  it  was  a  sounding  one. 
The  pxdqnerias  must  be  closed  at  six  o'clock,  and  other 
shops  at  nine.  One  day  the  Deputy  returned  from  his 
seat  in  Congress,  and  was  given  a  characteristic  reception. 
A  troop  of  twenty  or  so  of  his  conetitnents  mounted  on 
horseback,  and  preceded  the  omnibus  in  which  he  was 
drawn,  from  the  railway  station  back  into  the  town,  at 
tbo  top  of  their  speed,  shouting  and  firing  pistols.  Crack- 
ers and  pistols  were  fired  also  from  the  omnibus. 

I  made  the  acquaintance  also  of  the  IocaI  druggiet,  an 
intelligent  pei-son,  who  had  a  collection  of  antiquities. 
He  was  of  the  pure  Indian  race,  and  professed  himself 
prond  of  being  an  Indian,  and  proud  of  being  a  Texco- 
can.  He  had  lately  brought  out  a  very  strong  distillation 
of  pnlque^  a  kind  of  patent  medicine,  and  asked  my  ad- 
vice about  introducing  it  in  the  United  States.  He  evi- 
dently thought  we  were  made  of  money,  for  I  am  sure 
we  never  should  have  been  willing  to  pay  so  much  a 
bottle. 

The  place  has  now  about  six  thousand  people.  Its 
churches  are  immense.  It  has  a  long,  shabby  plaza,  with 
a  market  arcade  on  one  side,  and  an  Alameda,  also  in 
poor  condition.  The  Jefe  Politico  might  extend  his  pro- 
tection next  to  a  few  internal  improvements.     Hamlets 
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cl  lister  near  together  in  a  fertile  area  ronnd  about.  1 
not«d  one  day  two  peons  soberly  carrying  on  their  shoul- 
dere,  among  the  magueys,  what  appeared  to  be  a  dead 
t>odj.  It  proved  to  be  instead  the  saint  of  the  village 
cHorch,  which  they  were  quaintly  conveying,  as  a  loan,  to 
_onc  of  the  others,  to  assist  in  a  festival  of  the  morrow. 

In  the  hamlet  of  Santa  Crnz  the  population  are  pot- 

'ters.    Each  has  a  little  round  tower  of  a  furnace  attached 

to  Ilia  honsc,  works  on  his  own  account,  and   sets  out 

tbe  large,  ruddy  jars  on  his  roof  to  dry.     Ue  could  ac- 

(l>iire  a  competence  if  persevering,  but  the  moment  he 

ha6  a  dollar  ahead  he  stops  work  till  it  is  spent.     In  other 

hoDses  persons  were  seen  at  looms  w^eaving  blue  cotton 

etufEgfor  apparel. 

ifnmbers  of  ancient  carven  stones  occur,  let  into  the 
cHnrch  walls  and  pavement,  and  set  up  in  the  Alameda. 
Remains  of  teoeallis  are  also  numerous,  as  they  might 
*oll  be  in  a  place  once  the  seat  of  the  Augustinian  age  of 
Aztec  culture.  They  are  treated  with  no  respect  at  all. 
They  are  worn  down  into  mere  knolls,  and  planted  with 
Q^pfi.  From  the  site  of  one  now  levelled  a  proprietor 
'fW  said  to  have  taken  out  a  treasure.  What  with  its 
^the  destruction  of  haciendas  in  the  wars,  and  the 
pfaetice  of  the  Indians,  still  prevailing,  of  burying  their 
^Qey  in  the  ground,  there  ought  to  be  treasure-trove  in 
Mexico,  if  anywhere.  Certain  it  is  that  my  host  at  the 
^^a^  Sefior  Macedonia,  had  in  his  till  some  beautiful 
^W  Spanish  coins,  which  he  displayed  to  the  gossips  who 
^tneiu  the  evening  to  sip  beverages  and  play  dorainos. 

Among  the  gossips  thus  sociably  i-omando  eopas  (taking 
***?«)  at  the  ti^mda  there  was  one,  a  certain  **  Don  San- 
^^0,'*  who  told  me  that  he  was  pulling  down,  in  his 
^*tlen,  the  largest  pyramid  of  the  place,  to  sell  the  ma- 
terial for  building  purposes.    This  was  of  real  interest 
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Going  tbitLcr,  Lis  pyramid  was  found  to  l>e  indeod 
imposing  size.  It  was  laid  np  in  regular  courses  of 
sun-dried  brick,  and  there  were  vestiges  of  a  facing  and 
superposed  pavements  of  cement,  as  at  San  Juan  Teoti- 
liuacan.  There  was  present  in  the  place  with  me  an 
archaeologist — a  newspaper  archa>ologist,  I  should  call  him. 
He  termed  himself  an  "expedition ;''  he  had  an  omnivor- 
ous taste  for  unearthing  things,  without  knowledge  of  the 
language,  or  apparent  acquaintance  with  any  previous  re- 
searches or  theories;  and  ills  discoveries  were  intended 
principally  to  redound  to  the  fame  of  a  journal  which 
had  sent  him  out.  Between  us  we  brought  to  light  a  boc- 
tion  of  a  great  bass-relief  which  now  occupies  a  place  in 
the  National  Museum  at  Mexico.  It  was  probably  seven 
feet  in  its  longest  dimension  and  five  in  the  other,  and 
must  have  been  a  quarter  or  so  of  the  whole  work.  It 
contained  a  calendar  circle,  no  doubt  establishiug  the 
date,  and  part  of  tlio  figure  of  a  wamor  in  elaborate  re- 
galia, possibly  that  of  old  2sezliunlcoyotl  himself.  The 
archffiologist,  whom  ]>crl]ap8  I  unfairly  disparage  for  the 
auspices  under  wliich  ho  appeared,  set  to  work  with  a 
will,  and  soon  had  half  a  dozen  natives  taking  the  sur- 
face off  the  rest  of  the  soil  in  the  vicinity,  for  the  re- 
maining fragments,  but  without  success.  It  was  the 
fierce  practice  of  the  Bpaniards  to  break  the  religious 
emblems  of  the  conquered  pagans,  to  prevent  them,  as 
far  as  possible,  from  returning  to  their  idolatrous  prac- 
tices, and  most  likely  they  rolled  down  one  fragment  of 
the  great  stone  one  way,  and  another  another,  to  separate 
them  as  widely  as  possible ;  so  that  they  will  be  found 
on  different  sides  of  the  pyramid.  All  day^  long  it  was 
"Don  Santiago!"  here,  and  "Don  Santiago!"  there,  as 
the  excavatoi's  plied  their  laltors;  while  I  s|>ent  some  part 
of  it,  shaded  by  an  impromptu  awning  of  mats,  noting 
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down  In  a  drawing  the  peculiarities  of  the  "find"  we 
had  inade.  I  do  not  profess  myself  an  archieologist, 
except  from  the  picturesque  point  of  view.  It  is  my 
private  surmise  that  a  great  deal  of  good  investigation  is 
irislied  upon  these  matters  which  had  much  better  be 


THE   "nSD. 


•pent upon  the  present;  l>i]t  here  was  a  case  in  whicli  the 
'^timent  of  the  picturesque  was  amply  gratified.  There 
Wft«  a  genuine  pleasure  in  being  one  of  the  tirst  to  salute 
wi'iinicrestjng  fi^agmeut  of  antiquity  after  its  long  sleep, 
to  tenderly  brush  the  dirt  from  it  and  trace  its  enigmatic 


III. 

There  is  a  decided  resemblance,  to  this  day,  in  looks 
and  habits,  between  the  Mexican  peon  and  the  China- 
tntn.    Writers  on  the  subject  have  generally  represented 
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America  as  origitifllly  peopled  from  Asia,  tl»e  Asiatics 
having  crossed  over,  perliaps,  at  Beln-ing's  Straits,  and 
made  their  way  Boiith.  Ono  Mexican  writer  stoutly 
maintains  that  Mexico  was  the  cradle  of  the  race,  and 
the  migration  was  in  the  opposite  Bensc.  This  accords, 
at  any  rate,  with  Buckle's  general  theory,  that  the  thickly 
settled  i>ortions  of  the  earth  were  at  first  those  where 
climate  and  a  natural  food-snpply  made  the  maintenance 
of  life  easy.  In  these  places,  too,  civilization  began. 
The  warm  and  fertile  area  of  Central  America,  there- 
fore, would  have  teemed  with  humanity  before  the  waste 
North  was  peopled.  Tliere  may  have  been  sculptured 
cities,  one  npon  another,  long  before  even  Uxmal  and 
Palcnquc,  the  origin  of  which  was  lost  in  obscurity  to 
the  Aztecs. 

However  this  may  be,  the  Aztecs  themselves,  whether 
descendants  of  a  race  expatriated  from  the  South  and 
become  rugged  in  the  North,  or  having  crossed  over  from 
Asia,  came  down  from  the  colder  regions,  like  the  Goths 
and  Vandals  npon  Italy,  The  tradition  on  this  point  is 
clear.  One  day  two  leading  personages,  llnitziton  and 
Tecpultzin,  in  their  far-off  northern  regions,  wherever 
they  were,  heard  u  small  bird  singing  in  the  branches 
iirhai!  ii-hul! — let  us  go!  They  listened  intcfitly  and 
took  counsel  together.  '*  Tins  is  really  very  singular," 
we  may  suppose  Ilultziton  saying,  while  Tecpultzin  sage- 
ly laid  a  linger  beside  his  nose  and  listened  again.  One 
would  like  a  historic  picture  by  some  competent  hnmorist 
of  these  two  simple  worthies  deciding  the  fate  of  their 
nation.  Ti-hui!  ti-hui !  piped  the  little  songster  inex- 
orably, and  that  there  seemed  nothing  for  it  but  that  the 
Aztec  people  should  move  southward,  which  they  pro- 
ceeded to  do. 

They  overwhelmed  the  civilized  Toltec  capital  at  Tula 
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in  their  progress.     Tliey  had  a  farther  oracle  enying  that 
ihej  were  to   stop  when  tljcy  should   arrive  where  an 

I  eagle  was  sitting  on  a  nopal  plant ;  and  this  ttiey  found 
bt  Mexico,  on  the  verj  spot  wliich  now  is  the  plaza  of 
Ban  Domingo.  The  whole  district  became  filled  in  time 
with  small  kings  and  princes  tributary  to  the  Moiito- 
zunias.  The  most  refined  and  peaceable  type  of  them 
I     aJl  arose  at  Texcoco. 

In  the  Cerro  of  Texcocingo,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles 
I      back  of  the  town,  remain  extensive  vestiges  of  an  archi- 
tectural magniUcence  which  show  that  the  accounts  of 
e  historians  are  not  made  of  whole  cloth.     We  had  a 
ooper  appointed  us,  as  an  escort  and  guide,  by  the  Jefe 
olitico,  and  rode  out  to  visit  them. 
Ascending  the  liill,  of  perliaps  two  thousand  feet  in 
eight,  overgrown   with  hardy   nopal  and  maguey,  you 
me  to  excellent  flights  of  steps  cut  in  the  solid  rock, 
giving  access  to  aqueducts,  bathing  tanks,  cisterns,  and 
caverns,  heavily  sculptured  within  and  without,  which  are 
remains  of  temples  and  palaces. 

Oor  trooper  had  little  ambition  in  these  matters,  and 
»^lor  sbownng  us  a  part  declared  tluit  there  was  no  more, 
and  went  comfortably  to  sleep.  It  was  only  by  climbing 
•lone  to  the  top  that  I  found  the  principal  display.  Here 
*''*  philos<>phic  Nezhualcoyotl,  in  his  retirement,  hung  in 
'"c  iiir,  above  the  wide  prospect  of  his  capital,  the  lake, 
wd  bis  rival  of  Mexico.  And  here,  in  the  JeserteJ  moun- 
^^1  with  a  guide  who  had  gone  fast  asleep  below,  his 
PoBt  might  be  half  expected  to  be  met  with  wandering 
***  tile  still  sunshine,  but  unfortunately  it  was  not.  lie 
*^t«  poeras  of  a  pensive  cast,  lie  reflected  even  in  his 
^*'*ie  as  to  whether  life  is  worth  living,  and  his  general 
^ewe  was  the  vanity  of  all  things  mortal. 
"Where   is  Chalchintmet,  the   Chicamecar^  he   aaks. 
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"Mitl,  the  venerator  of  tbe  gods;  Tolpiltzin,  last  of 
the  Toltecs:  and  the  beantifal  Xinlitzal — where  are 
they  I" 

These  no  donbt  once  famons  personages  can  be  llio 
better  epared  now,  on  occonnt  of  tlieir  unpronounceable 
names,  bnt  to  the  writer  thcj  represented  something  very 
tangible  and  solid. 

"  Very  brief  is  the  realm  of  flowers,"  he  continnes, 
^and  brief  is  human  life.  .  .  .  Our  careers  are  like  tlie 
BtreamB,  whiiih  but  run  on  to  excavate  their  own  graves 
the  more  surel}'.  .  .  .  Let  us  look,  then,  to  the  immor- 
tal life.  .  .  .  The  stars  that  now  so  puzzle  us  are  but  the 
lamps  that  light  the  palaces  of  tlie  heavens." 

Such,  if  he  he  pro|>erly  presented  by  Spanish  adapters, 
were  the  Bentimeuts  of  this  early  nionarcii.  Truly  the 
latent  capacities  even  of  the  natural  man  are  not  so  far 
below  the  surface;  and  it  may  be  tliat  no  agency  will 
be  found  so  potent  to  awaken  them  with  a  rush  as  the 
modern  facility  in  railway  transportation. 


IV. 

On  the  return  we  visited  a  country  residence,  combined 
with  large  mills  for  making  paper  and  grinding  grain. 
It  was  called  the  Molino  del  Flores,  and  belonged  to  tlie 
wealthy  Cervantes  family  of  Mexico.  One  of  this  Cer- 
vantes family  was  the  subject,  in  1ST3,  of  a  celebrated 
exploit  by  t\\^  phujiarioity  or  kidnappers,  lie  was  seized 
while  coming  out  of  the  theatre  at  night,  a  cloak  was 
thrown  over  his  head,  and  he  was  bundled  into  a  cab. 
He  was  buried  a  long  time  under  the  floor  of  a  house,  just 
enough  food  being  given  him  to  sustain  life.  The pla^i- 
arios  did  not  secure  the  large  ransom  they  demanded, 
after  all,  but  were  Anally  apprehended,  and  shot— three 
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of  them — agaiiiBt  tlie  wall  of  the  house,  the  Callejon  Zn- 
cate,  No.  8,  where  they  had  detained  their  victim. 

The  Molino  del  Flores  was  not  only  charming  in  itself, 
but  may  serve  as  a  text  for  mentioning  the  very  different 
sentiment  thrown  around  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  man- 
ufactory from  that  prevailing  with  us.  Mills,  I'esidence, 
granaries,  and  chapel,  terraced  up  into  a  steep  hill -side 
from  a  little  entrance  court,  are  constructed  upon  the 
same  motif,  and  form  a  single  establishment.  It  is  set  in 
a  striking  little  gorge.  The  water-power,  after  turning 
tije  mills,  is  utilized  for  lovely  gardens,  in  wliich  there 
are  a  hundred  fantastic  jets  and  surprises.  There  is  an 
out-of-door  bathing  tank,  for  instance,  at  the  end  of  a  se- 
cluded walk,  screened  by  shrubbery.  The  disrobing  seat 
is  managed  in  a  small  cave  in  the  cli£F,  and  the  shower, 
on  pulling  a  ring,  falls  from  the  summit,  forty  feet  above. 
It  is  a  place  that  might  have  served  for  such  an  adven- 
ture as  that  of  Susannah  and  the  Elders. 

In  the  novel  of  '*  Maria,"  one  of  the  most  charming  of 
stories,  with  which  T  first  made  acquaintance  in  Mexico, 
thou;rh  its  scene  is  laid  among  similar  customs  in  South 
America,  tlie  heroine  is  rcpi*esented  as  preparing  the  bath 
for  the  hero  in  such  a  tank  by  scattering  fresh  roses  into 
it  with  her  own  fair  hands. 

A  rustic  bridge,  on  which  La  Sonnambula  might  have 
walked,  is  thrown  across  the  cataract  to  a  quaintly  fres- 
coed, rock-cut  mortuary  chapel,  where,  among  others,  the 
last  titled  ancestor  of  the  house  lies  buried.  He  had  ten 
distinct  surnames— was  Marques  de  Flores,  a  General  of 
Brigade,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Indcpcndancc,  Cap- 
tain in  Itnrbide's  (^uard,  Cavalier  of  the  Order  of  Gua- 
dalupe, Regidor,  Governor,  NotahlU}  under  Maximilian, 
and  more;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pomp  of 
the  hidnlgns  well  survived  in  Mexico, 
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The  same  caressing  way  of  looking  at  industrial  estab- 
lishments here  noticed  is  nnivcrsal,  and  is,  in  part,  no 
doubt,  due  to  their  rarity  and  a  thorough  appreciation  of 
their  usefulness.  I  recollect  everywhere  the  sugar  Iiaei- 
endas,  "  beneficiating"  liaciendas,  or  ore-reducing  works, 
and  cotton-mills  treated  in  similar  fashion. 

One  voyage  across  Lake  Texcoco  was  quite  sufficient 
of  its  kind,  and  I  returned  by  diligencia  to  the  junction 
point  of  the  since  completed  railway,  and  thence  by  rail 
to  the  capital.  Tlie  pulling-gear  of  onr  diligencia  was  a 
thing  of  shreds  and  patches.  A  boy  ran  beside  the  nniles 
all  the  way  to  mend  the  broken  ropes  and  supplement, 
with  whistling  and  flapping,  the  exertions  of  the  driver. 
The  houses  in  tlic  villages  are  of  unwhitcwashed  adobe, 
with  palings  of  organ-cactus.  It  was  like  riding  tlirough 
a  brick-yard.  Fine  irrigating  canals,  fed  from  the  moun- 
tains, frequently  crossed  onr  course,  indicating  the  sub- 
stantial scale  on  wliieh  agricultural  works  are  conducted. 
More  than  one  monnmental  ruined  hacienda,  too,  showed 
that  they  had  formerly  been  on  even  a  more  elaborate 
scale  than  now. 
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XIV. 

POPOCATEPETL  ASCENDED. 


I  DO  not  know  whether  I  advise  everybody  to  climb 
Popocatepetl.  There  it  is  always  on  the  liorizon,  tiie 
highest  inonntHtn  in  North  America,  and  one  of  the  few 
highest  in  tlie  world — a  standing  inducement  to  the  ad- 
venturous. Few  accept  it,  however,  though  among  those 
who  have  done  so  are  said  to  be  ladies.  I  should  some- 
wliat  doubt  this,  but,  even  if  so,  there  seem  to  be  some 
features  of  this  ascent  which  make  it  uncertain  whether 
the  effort  "pays"  quite  as  well  as  Alpine  monntaineering. 

At  any  rate,  if  one  will  go,  let  him  have  all  tlie  par- 
ticnlars  and  the  necessary  outfit  in  advance,  at  the  capital 
itself.  Little  aid  or  comfort  will  he  found  elsewhere  on 
liis  way.  The  proper  preliminary  for  ascending  Popo- 
catepetl is  to  tind  some  one  who  has  been  there  and 
knows  all  abont  it,  and  to  bear  in  mind  besides  the  few 
following  points,  for  his  informant  will  be  sure  to  have 
forgotten  them. 

The  feet  are  to  be  kept  dry  and  warm,  for  there  are 
hours  of  climbing  in  wet  snow.  This  is,  perhaps,  best 
accomplished  by  superposed  p:iirs  of  stout  woollen  stock- 
ings. The  guides  usually  recommend  strips  of  coarse 
cotton  cloth,  to  be  bound  around  in  Italian  eontadino 
fashion  ;  but  this  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare,  and  tliey 
mean  it  to  be  so.     They  consider,  very  justly,  that  if  the 
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traveller  can  be  made  so  iincomfortftble  as  to  quit  the 
ascent  before  it  is  half  accoinplisiied  they  shall  collect 
the  price  agreed  upon  and  be  saved  a  great  part  of  their 
trouble. 

There  should  be  shoes  provided  with  some  arrange- 
ment of  spikes  in  tlie  soles^  against  tlte  painful  slipping 
backward.  There  should  be  a  supply  of  food  and  M'arm 
covering  for  camping-out,  since  absohitcly  nothing  is  to 
be  had,  and  the  temperature  is  very  cold  at  the  shelter 
of  Tlamaoa,  where  probably  two  nights  will  have  to  be 
passed. 

I  accomplished  tlie  ascent  with  two  companions.  We 
had  in  the  beginning  fiuch  assurances  of  special  assistance 
that  it  seemed  about  to  be  robbed  of  all  its  terrors.  The 
volcano  is  regularly  owned,  and  worked  as  a  sulphur 
mine,  by  General  Sanchez  Ochoa,  Governor  of  the  Mili- 
tary School.  Wo  were  put  in  charge  of  one  of  his  super- 
intendents, who  was  to  see  that  we  had  every  conven- 
ience, and  that  tlte  malacate^  or  windlass,  was  put  ia 
order  for  us  to  descend  into  the  crater.  I  surmise  that 
this  particular  superintendent  did  not  greatly  care  to  en* 
counter  tlic  needed  hardships  on  his  own  account,  for 
certain  it  is  that  in  the  6et|ue]  we  were  left  sliort  of  man? 
elementary  necessities,  and  there  was  no  ifwlneate  for  the 
descent,  nor  any  reference  to  it. 

You  arrive  at  Amccameca,  forty  miles  from  Mexico, 
by  train.  Everybody  slionld  go  tliere.  It  is  one  of  the 
loveliest  of  placet;,  and  has  inns  for  the  accommodatioD 
of  visitors.  Auieeameca  will  one  day  be  frequented  from 
many  climes,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken.  It  has  features 
like  Interlakeu.  Cool  airs  are  wafted  down  to  it  fvoxA 
the  mountains,  and  its  site  resembles  an  Alpine  vale. 
There  are  points  of  view  in  the  vicinity  whence  a  sharp 
minor  peak  separates  itself  from  the  main  snow  mass  of 
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Popocatepetl,  like  the  Silberhorn  froiu  the  Jiingfrau,  at 

[ctcrlaken.     I'lic  stt^cts  are  cleau,  nnd  the  houses  almost 

II  ncatlj  linie-waslicd  in  white  or  colors.    The  market- 

jlace  is  a  scene  for  an  opera — a  long  arcade,  full  of  bright 

Lires;  behind  this  ia  a  group  of  chnrclies  and  coiirt- 

irds;  behind  these  the  vast  snow  mountains,  as  at  Chal- 

but  nearer.     A  little  hill  at  the  left,  across  a  strip  of 

laize-iields,  is  called  tlie  Sacro  Monte,  and  has  a  saci*e<l 

lapel  of  some  kind.    I  cHrnbed  thither  while  tlie  negoti- 

tions  for  horses  and  guides  were  in  their  first  tedious 

ige,and  found  a  quaint  Christ  in  the  chapel,  and  a  most 

igftging  view  from  its  terrace. 


II. 

We  set  off  with  a  captain,  or  ehief  guidej  who  culled 
liimseif  Domingo  Tenario;  a  peon  guide,  MarcelHuo  Car- 
doba,  who  had  worked  for  three  years  at  suljihur-mining 
le  volcano.  He  also  acted  as  muleteer.  We  had  four 
and  a  mule — tlie  whole  for  eight  dollars  a  dny. 
Domingo  Tenario  would  also  ascend  the  mountain  for  a 
"ollar  more.  We  were  to  be  gone  three  days,  the  greater 
P^^of  which  the  expedition  .consumes. 

Tlie  first  part  of  the  way  wound  among  softly  undulat- 
'^?  slopes,  yellow  with  barley,  out  of  which  projected 
"'^'*  and  there  an  anuicnt  pyramid,  planted  with  a  crop 
*%  By  the  roadside  grew  charming  white  thistles, 
"11  bliie  lupines,  and  columbines.  We  crossed  arroyos^ 
"^Aj.  and  harrancas,  gorges.  The  aspect  cliangcd  to 
""lof  an  Alpine  pasture.  There  were  bunch  grass,  ten- 
ofif  flowering  mosses,  and  cattle  feeding.  An  eccentric 
"^,  who  was  attached,  it  seemed,  to  one  of  the  horses, 
tti  had  the  ambition  to  ascend  the  mountain  also,  instead 
of  saving  hie  strength  for  it,  iiero  niti  up  and  dowu  and 
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bit  at  the  heels  of  the  lierds  in  the  most  wasteful  luan- 
Der.  It  seems  ft  small  deUil  of  an  enterprise  of  pith  and 
moment  to  mention,  but  "Pcrro,"  as  we  called  him,  for 
want  of  aoqnaintance  with  his  name,  if  he  had  one,  con- 
trived a  score  of  sage  and  amnsing  devices  to  attract  an 
attention  to  hiniself  beyond  liis  deserts.  The  horses 
were  frescoed  on  the  Hanka  with  a  kind  of  Eastlake  dec- 
oration made  up  of  the  brands  of  successive  owners. 

The  English  landed  proprietor  in  our  small  party  occu- 
pied himself  with  collecting  specimens,  and  soon  had  a 
kind  of  geological  and  botanical  pudding  in  his  satchel. 
The  American  engineer  took  observations  with  his  ba- 
rometer and  thermometer.  Crosses  are  set  up  at  intervals 
along  the  way.  These  indicate  places  where  a  death  by 
violence  has  occurred,  but  not  always  a  death  by  the  hand 
of  man.  Did  the  custom  prevail  of  setting  up  a  cross 
in  New  York,  for  instance,  wherever  a  violent  death  had 
occurred,  wo  too  should  have  a  liberal  sliare  of  these 
emblems. 

"We  entered  the  deep,  solemn  pine-woods;  the  night 
came  on,  and  a  sharp  cold  seemed  to  penetrate  to  the 
marrow.  Buildings  appeared  in  tlio  gloom,  with  red 
flames  dancing  merrily  through  the  windows.  Aha!  the 
rancho  of  Tlamaea,  with  hospitable  Ares  niade  up,  no 
doubt,  expressly  for  our  reception  ! 

What  a  disappointment!  The  buildings  proved  to  be 
but  some  shelters  of  rongh  boards,  with  plentiful  inter- 
stices, and  not  a  M'hole  pane  of  glass.  The  cabin  devoted 
to  the  uses  of  the  superintendent  contained  but  a  single 
cot.  The  dancing  flames  were  those  from  the  process  of  ^ 
smelting  the  crude  enlphnr,  which  is  done  in  brick  fur- 
naces in  the  principfil  structure.  Two  Indian  boys  stirred 
the  fires,  and  coughed  in  a  distressing  wa}'  all  night  long. 
We  threw  ourselves  down  to  sleep  among  the  sulphur- 
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sacks.  One  was  choked  by  the  fnmes,  if  near  the  fur- 
naces, and  penetrated  by  the  draughts  through  crevice 
and  broken  window-pane,  if  remote.  Tlaiuaca  is  itself 
12,500  feet  above  tlie  eea,  and  its  thermometer  ranges 
about  40"  Fahrenheit.  Without  other  coveriui^  than  a 
light  rubber  overcoat — for  1  !iad  not  been  instructed  to 
bring  other — it  wa«  impossible  to  sleep.  I  went  out  and 
paced  the  yard,  sentry  fashion,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  as  the  only  resource  for  keeping  the  blood  in 
circulation.  It  was  moonlight,  and  I  had  the  partial  com- 
pensation of  studying  the  volcano,  bathed  in  a  lovely 
silver  radiance. 

Moantaina  are  rather  given  to  making  their  poorest 
possible  figure.  Here  we  are,  at  this  poi?»t,  already  12,500 
feet  above  the  sea,  and  this  is  to  be  subtracted  from  the 
total.  Shall  we  ever  meet  with  a  good,  honest  mountain 
rising  its  whole  19,673  feet  at  once,  without  these  shuffling 
evasions  ?  I  fear  not.  They  arc  only  to  be  found  in  the 
designs  of  tyro  pictorial  art. 

I  say  19,673  feet,  because  so  ranch  General  Oehoa  in- 
sists that  Popocatepetl  is,  by  a  late  measurement  with  the 
barometer  of  Gay-Lussac.  He  even  estimates  1700  feet 
more  for  the  npper  rim  of  the  crater,  which  has  never 
been  scaled.  1  do  not  know  that  this  has  ever  passed 
into  any  official  form,  but  I  had  it  from  his  own  lij>s. 
The  latest  Mexican  atlas  makes  it  bnt  5400  metres,  or 
17.8S4  feet,  which  coincides  with  the  measurement  of 
Humboldt,  1  much  prefer  to  rally  to  General  Ochoa, 
for  ray  part,  and  to  believe  that  I  have  climbed  a  raoun- 
tain  of  21,373  feet,  instead  of  one  of  a  mere  17,8S4. 

The  barometer  of  our  own  expedition,  unfortunately, 
stopped  at  17,000  feet,  the  limit  for  which  it  was  set — 
a  limit  which  barometers  are  not  often  called  upon  to 
surpass. 


180 


OLD  MEXICO  ASD  UEH  LOST  PROVIS'CSS. 


III. 

We  left  the  Ranclio,  at  six  in  the  morning,  on  horse- 
back, and  rode  three  hours  toileomel}'  over  rocks  of 
basalt,  and  black  sand.  The  poor  antmals  suffered  pain- 
fully, but  we  needed  all  our  own  strength  for  the  later 
work,  and  could  not  spare  them.  They  were  left  at  a 
point  called  Las  Crnees,  wliere  a  cross  tops  a  ledge  of 
black,  jaggedly- projecting  volcanic  rock.  The  lines  of 
composition  in  this  part  of  the  ascent  were  noble  and 
magnificent,  the  contrasts  Btartling.  Across  the  vast, 
black  undulations,  on  which  our  shudows  fell  purple- 
black,  appeared  and  disappeared  in  turn  tlie  rich  red  cas- 
tellated Pico  del  Fraile,  and  the  dazzling  white  breadths 
of  tlie  greater  mountain  engaging  our  efforts. 

Backward  from  Las  Crnees  lay  a  dizzy  view  of  the 
world  below.  Across  was  the  height  of  Ixtacihuatl,  the 
White  Woman,  keeping  us  company  in  our  ascent.  The 
valley  of  Mexico  could  be  seen  in  one  direction,  the  val- 
ley of  Pucbla,  and  even  the  peak  of  Orizaba,  150  uiilcs 
away,  in  the  otiier.  Against  the  mysterious  vastness 
stood  the  figures  of  our  men  and  horses  on  the  ledge  of 
volcanic  rock,  as  if  in  traukless  space. 

It  was  here  that  '*  Perro'*  charged  down  the  slope  after 
crows,  which  tantalized  him  and  drifted  lazily  out  of  his 
rciit'h,  and  ho  wasted  Lis  ftirces  that  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the  expedition.  I>as  Cruces  was  14,150  feet  up. 
The  climb  now  began  on  foot,  in  a  soft  black  sand.  One 
of  the  leading  dithculties  of  the  climb  is  said  to  arise 
from  the  exceeding  tliinness  of  the  air,  which  makes 
breatliing  difilcult.  I  canjiot  say  that  I  disuriminated  be- 
tween this  and  the  shortness  of  breath  due  to  the  natural 
fatigue. 
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Isolated  pinnacles  of  snow  stood  up  like  monuments 
in  tiie  black  sand,  as  preciii'^ors  of  the  perinancitt  snow- 
line. The  cool  snow-line  was  a  luxury  for  tiio  tirpt  few 
moments.  We  sat  down  and  lunched  by  it,  and  from 
there  took  our  last  views  backward.  Cumulus  douds 
presently  lilled  np  the  valley  with  a  symmetrical  arrange- 
ment like  pavement.  Such  bits  as  appeareti  tliroiigh  fur- 
tive openings  recalled  the  charming  lines  of  Holmes's,  in 
which  a  spirit,  "homesick  in  heaven,"  looks  back  on  the 
earth  it  has  left: 

"  To  caich  perchance  some  flnshing  glimpse  of  green. 
Or  br«Athe  some  wild-wood  fragnuire,  wafted  through 
The  opening  gates  of  pearl. " 


Up  to  this  point— a  littlR  higher,  let  ns  eay — the  effort 
is  rewarded.  A  view  of  "  tliy  kiiit^nJonis  of  the  world  and 
t]ie  glory  thereof"  has  been  had  which  coutd  not  be  gut 
elsewhere.  Eut  above  this  it  has  little  more  reward  than 
that  of  being  able  to  boast  of  it  to  your  friends.  A  few 
steps  in  the  snow,  and  imperfectly  protected  feet  were 
sodden,  nninb  with  cold,  and  not  to  be  dried  again  till  the 
tinal  descent.  There  was  a  paijiful  slipping  and  falling 
in  the  snow,  and  blood -marks  were  left  by  ungloved 
band^.  The  grade  is  excessive,  the  top  invisible.  Who 
can  estimate  when  lie  shall  attain  iti  The  proBpect  con- 
sists of  jagged  snow-pinnacles  without  cessation,  an  end- 
less staircase  of  them  reaching  up  into  the  sky.  Some- 
times, in  the  sun,  all  the  pinnacles  glitter;  again,  thick 
fogs,  like  a  gray  smoke,  gatlier  round.  There  is  no  more 
casting  yourself  down  now  in  warm  scoria;  and  sand.  If 
you  fiit  yon  are  chilled.  Yet  rest  you  must  continually. 
Every  step  is  a  calculation  and  an  achievement.  You 
calculate  that  yon  will  allow  yoni-sclf  a  rest  after  ten, 
after  twenty   more.     The  snow  is  not  dangerous;  there 
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aro  no  crevasses  to  fall  into,  as  in  the  Alps;  it  is  only 
nionotonoiis  and  fatiguing.  T  seem  to  have  gone  on  for 
an  hour  after  fartber  endunince  was  intolerable.  The 
guides  encourage  yon — when  they  find  that  you  really 
mean  to  go  np — with  the  adjuration,  *^Poco  a  jmco--  (lit- 
tle by  little);  so  that  we  paraphrased  our  mountain  as 
"  Poco-a-poco-catepctl." 

Finally,  with  sighs  and  groans  of  labored  effort,  instead 
of  the  lightness  with  which  one  might  be  expected  to  sa- 
lute a  point  of  so  extreme  high  heaven,  we  staggered  over 
the  edge  of  the  crater  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. I  had  doubted  at  one  time  wlietlier  the  English 
lauded  proprietor  would  be  ahlo  to  reach  it.  lie  had 
grown  pinple  in  tlie  face.  Perhaps  I  had  even  hoped 
that  he  might  need  a  friendly  arm  to  assist  him  down 
again  on  the  instant;  but  he  said,  witii  the  true  British 
tenacity, 

"Oh,  bless  jo\},  I  am  going  to  the  top^  you  know." 

And  so  he  did. 


IV. 

It  was  a  snpreme  moment.  One  seemed  very  near  to 
eternity.  It  seemed  easy  to  topple  through  the  ice  mina- 
rets guarding  the  brink,  and  down  into  the  terrific  chasm. 

Tliere  is  no  comfort  at  the  top  when  reached.  It  is 
frigidly  cold.  None  of  the  expected  lieat  comes  up  from 
the  interior.  An  elemental  war  rages  around,  and  it  is 
no  place  for  human  beings.  There  is  a  kind  of  fearful 
exaltation,  A  slope  of  black  sand  descends  some  fifty 
feet  to  an  inner  edge,  broken  by  rocks  of  porphyry  and 
flint,  which  the  imnginatio!i  tortures  into  fantastic  shapes. 
Hence  a  sheer  precipice  drops  two  tlionsand  feet,  a  vast 
ellipse  in  plan.  There  was  snow  in  the  bottom  of  the 
crater.     Jets  of  steam  spouted  from  ten  sul/afaras^  or 
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sources,  from  which  the  native  sulphur  is  extracted.  The 
bands  who  work  thore  are  said  to  live  in  the  Bhelter  of 
caves,  and  remain  for  a  month  at  a  time  without  exit. 
Thev  are  lowered  down  by  windlass,  on  a  primitive  con- 
trivance they  call  a  cahalto  de  mina-n — horse  of  the  mines. 
The  sulphur  is  hoi&tcd  in  bags  and  tsHd  down  n  long 
groove  in  the  enow  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  rancho. 
It  takes  the  palm  in  puritj  over  all  sulphurs  in  the 
world.  A  company  has  been  formed,  it  is  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  working  the  deposits  more  eifectually  and 
utilizing  the  st<^ain- power  in  the  bottom  for  improved 
hoisting  machinery. 

The  men  were  on  strike  at  the  time,  as  it  happened, 
and  the  windlass  was  not  in  place,  and  was  not  adjusted. 
If  it  had  been,  and  we  had  descended,  we  might  have 
found  the  wamilh  for  which  we  were  well-nigh  perish- 
ing. Suow  began  to  drive  from  the  heavy  cloud-banks. 
When  it  snows  the  crater  within  is  darkened,  roarings 
are  said  to  be  heard,  and  strange -colored  globules  and 
flames  play  above  the  sulfataras. 

'^  What  if  tliere  should  be  an  eruption?"  suggested 
the  alarmi&t  of  tlio  party,  as  wo  began  to  beat  our  retreat 
from  tlie  untenable  position. 

"There  has  not  been  an  emption  for  at  least  seven 
thon&and  years,"  said  the  scientiiic  member,  with  con- 
tempt. **A  certain  kind  of  lignite  in  the  bottom,  re- 
quiring that  letjgth  of  time  to  form,  establishes  it." 

"So  much  the  more  reason,  then,"  said  the  alarmist: 
"  it  is  high  time  there  was  another." 

With  that  we  slipped  and  floundered  down  the  snow- 
mountain  with  tlie  sjune  celority  with  which  Vesuvius  is 
descended.  We  crossed  again  the  black  volcanic  ticlds, 
mounted  our  horses,  and  spent  once  more  the  night  at 
Tlamaca,  having  learned  by  experience  how  to  make  it 
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slightly  more  comfortable  than  the  otlier.  'The  next  day 
we  rode  back  to  Ameeameca. 

When  Scilor  Llaridesio,  Professor  of  tlie  Fine  Arts  at 
Mexico,  made  this  ascent,  as  he  did  in  IStJO,  lie  fiays  that 
he  found  two  attempts  necessary  before  he  succeeded.  I 
have  the  painplilet  in  wliich  he  describes  it.  "The  guide 
and  peon  wJiispered  together  eontiiuially/*  he  says, "  wliich 
made  nie  think  they  were  going  to  play  ns  some  trick." 

Sure  enough,  they  did.  After  a  good  wny  up  tliey 
represented  that  it  was  perilous,  impossible^  to  go  farther. 
He  descended,  and  liad  taken  his  seat  in  the  diligcncia  to 
return  to  Mexico,  when  he  met  auot!ier  party,  with  more 
honest  guides,  and^  turning  back  with  them,  this  time 
eucceeded.  lie  describes  a  young  man  so  fatigued  on 
tlie  mountain  that  he  desired,  with  tears  iu  his  eyes,  to 
be  left  to  die.  Auotlicr  succumbed  owing  to  the  singu- 
lar cause,  that  he  had  fancied  that  ardent  spirits  would 
have  no  effect  in  the  peculiarly  attenuated  atmosphere, 
and  liad  emptied  nearly  a  whole  bottle  of  bi'andy, 

Sefior  Llaiulcsio  was  told  by  the  Indians  that  they  be- 
lieved in  a  genius  of  the  mountain,  wliom  they  called 
Cnantulpostlc.  He  was  a  queer  little  man,  who  dwelt 
about  the  Pico  del  Fraile,  helped  the. workmen  at  their 
labors  wlicn  iu  a  good  liumor,  antl  embarrassed  them  as 
much  as  possible  when  in  a  bad.  They  said,  also,  that 
presents  were  offered  by  some  to  propitiate  the  volcano, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  rain,  and  tbe  like.  These 
were  buried  in  the  sand,  and  the  places  marked  by  a  flat 
stone.  This  practice  may  account  for  some  of  the  discov- 
eries of  Charnay,  who  unearthed  about  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  much  interesting  pottery. 
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XV. 

~Ar~BASQLrBT,  AXD  A    TRAGBDY,  AT  CUAVTLA-MORBLOa. 


Whe5  I  saw  Amccameca  again  it  was  to  pass  it  on  board 
%  gala  train  g<)ing  down  to  celebrate  the  completion  of 
tLe  Morelos  railway  to  Cuatitia,  in  Tlerni  Calunte.  Tlie 
Morelos  railway  is  a  native  Mexican  work.  It  was  built 
under  tlie  anspioes  of  Delfin  Sanchez,  a  fton-in-law  of  Pres- 
ident Juarez,  was  rushed  forward  with  grt^ut  expedition, 
in  order  to  secure  valuable  premiums,  added  to  the  regu- 
lar subsidy  by  Government,  and  there  was  much  defective 
work  in  its  construction.  It  is  laid  to  the  niirrow  gauge, 
and  projected  ultimately  to  reacli  Acapulco,  but  this  lat- 
ter need  hanlly  be  looked  for  in  any  predicable  time.  At 
present  it  reaches  about  seventy  five  miles — to  Cuantla- 
Murelos,  ca|>ital  of  the  state  of  Morelos. 

All  oHicial  and  distinguished  Mexico  was  aboard  that 
day — the  President,  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
generals,  senators,  litterateurs^  and,  greatest  of  all,  Porli- 
rio  Diaz.  "  Porfirio"  wore  a  felt  hat  with  a  tall  top,  and 
bis  manner  with  his  friends  was  easy  and  nn pretentions. 
Ilad  the  accident  of  a  week  later  liappened  that  day  in- 
stead, the  IJcpnblic  of  Mexico  would  have  needed  to  be 
reconstructed  from  the  bottom  upward. 

A  locomotive  arpJoradora^  a  look-out  engine,  went  on 
ahead  of  us  to  see  that  all  was  safe.  Every  little  place 
Lad  its  music  and  firing  of  crackers,  and  the  local  detach- 
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ment  of  Hurales  reined  np  at  the  station.  At  Atneca- 
meca  there  were  as  maiij  as  tifty  of  the  latter,  with  drawn 
swords,  all  on  white  Lorbcs,  which  the  tiring  made  plunge 
with  great  spirit.  At  Ozuinba  was  a  battalion  of  niotinted 
riflemen,  under  command  of  a  handsome  young  officer  in 
an  eye-glass,  who  might  liave  come  fresh  from  the  mili- 
tary school  of  Saint  Cyr.  Tlie  Indian  populations,  wlio 
could  never  have  seen  the  locomotive  before,  maintained 
nevertheless,  as  their  way  is,  a  certain  stoicism.  There 
were  no  wild  manifestations  of  surprise,  no  shouts;  they 
even  fired  oflr  their  crackers  with  a  serions  air. 

The  line  is  a  congeries  of  curves  without  end,  to  over- 
come the  tlirec-quarters  of  a  mile  gntdc  perpendicular 
from  Amecameca  to  Cuautla.  Cnautia  has  seven  thou- 
sand people.  For  tho  ten  years,  up  to  this  time,  there 
had  not  been  even  diligence  communication  with  it,  and 
the  railway  was  an  event  indeed.  The  eiitcrpriso  was  car- 
ried through  chiefly  by  the  e.Kertions  of  a  Sefior  Mendoza 
Cortina,  who  Ima  great  sugar  estates  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  streets  were  decorated  with  triumphal  arches,  and 
borders  of  tall  banana-planta.  They  wera  shabby,  and 
tha  place  mure  sqnalid  than  is  tho  rule  in  the  temperate 
climates  above.  The  Indians  liud  an  apathetiu  look. 
Few  young  and  interesting  faces  were  seen  among  them, 
bat  an  extraordinary  number  of  hags.  I  found  in  use 
some  very  pretty  pottery,  wliich  I  wus  told  was  made  at 
Cnenmvuca,  forty  miles  away.  Simple  hits  of  stone  and 
shell  were  impasted  in  the  common  earthenware  with  an 
effect  like  tliat  of  old  Iloman  mosaic.  There  was  a  dis- 
tinctly Indian  Christ  in  the  parish  church.  In  the  plaza  in 
front  stands  a  great  tree,  somehow  connected  with  a  nocke 
truAe  of  the  patriot  Moretos.  Like  Cortez  at  Mexico,  he 
was  forced  to  retreat  one  rn'ght  in  1812,  after  a  gallant 
resistance  of  sixty-two  days  to  a  siege  by  the  Spaniards. 
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II. 

The  extremely  civilized  company  pouring  down  to  this 
shabby  little  place  Iiad  a  grand  banquet  in  an  old  con- 
vent now  utlapted  to  tlie  uses  of  a  niilway  station,  and 
plentiful  fipeecli-njaking  afterward.  There  were  a  num- 
ber of  merry  young  journalists  of  the  party,  and  they 
comported  tliemselves  as  merry  young  journalists  are 
apt  to.  They  rapped  on  the  table  and  called  *'otroI" 
"otro!"  —  another  I  —  with  pretended  enthusiasm,  even 
after  the  dullest  speeclies.  It  seemed  typical  of  some- 
thing curiuusly  illogical  in  tlic  Mexican  mind  that  in  fes- 
toons about  the  banqueting  hall  were  set  impartially  the 
names  of  the  presidents  and  other  great  men  of  the  past, 
from  Itiirliide  down  to  Manuel  (Tonzales.  Iturbide  ad- 
joined flravo  ami  (Tuerrcro,  by  whom  he  was  sliot  as  a 
usurper  and  enemy  of  the  public  peace;  and  Lerdo  Por- 
firio  Dia2»  by  whom  ho  was  ousted  as  traitor  atul  tyrant. 
In  the  same  way  these  pei-sonages,  alternately  oiie  anoth- 
er's Ceesars  and  Brntuses,  are  honored  im|)artially  in  tlie 
scnes  of  portraits  in  the  long  gallery  of  the  National 
Palace. 

There  was  naturally  prominent  here  the  portrait  of  the 
Padi^  Morelos,  with  the  usual  handkerchief  around  his 
head,  and  bold  air  of  bandit  chief.  It  is  curious  that 
priests  should  have  taken  such  a  bhure  in  the  early  in- 
surrection. They  recall  those  warrior  ecclesiastics  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  who  used  to  put  on  quite  as  often  the  secu- 
lar as  the  spiritual  armor.  Probably  the  oppressions  of 
the  Spaniards  were  often  too  intolerable  even  for  ecclesi- 
astical endurance.  Morelos,  strangely  enough,  when  th^ 
revolt  broke  out,  was  curate  under  Ilidalgo  at  Valladolid^ 
in  Michoacan,  and  followed  him  to  the  Held.     lie  canie^ 
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in  his  turn,  to  be  generalissimo  of  the  Mexican  forces, 
Rud  to  have  the  name  of  Valladolid  changed  to  Morelia 
in  his  honor.  He  liad  nndonbtcdly  the  military  gift. 
His  defence  of  Cuaiitla  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
glorious  deeds  of  Mexican  history.  It  was  the  third  in 
the  trio  of  priests,  Matamoras,  his  intimate  and  lienten- 
ant,  who  broke  the  siege  with  a  hundred  Jiorse  and  aided 
his  retreat  wlien  it  finally  became  necessary. 

Matamoras  in  due  course  was  taken  and  shot,  at  Yalla- 
dolid,  by  no  other  tlian  Iturbide,  the  future  b'berator. 
Itnrbide,  then  in  the  Spunish  forces,  "had  signalized 
himself,"''  to  quote  onr  history  again,  "by  liis  repeated 
victories  over  the  insurgents,  and  the  excessive  cruelty 
of  which  he  made  use  on  frequent  occasions."  He  routed 
Matamoras  at  Puruapan,  took  liini  prisoner,  and  put  him 
to  death,  as  lias  been  said.  To  repay  this,  Morelos  butch- 
ered two  hundred  Spanish  prisoners  in  cold  blood.  So 
the  strife  of  incarnate  cruelty  went  on.  Morelos  himself 
was  made  prisoner  by  an  act  of  treachery,  and  sliot,  after 
the  customary  fate  of  Mexican  leaders,  at  San  Cristobal 
Ecatapee,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  of 
December,  1S15. 

Iturbide's  account,  in  his  minutes,  of  the  insnrgcnt 
chiefs  whom  he  was  so  active  in  exterminating  is  very 
far  from  flattering.  And  here  they  are  all  apotheosized 
together.  Verily  it  seems  as  if  some  high  court  of  in- 
quiry and  review  should  be  constituted  for  apportioning 
ont  a  little  the  relative  merits  and  defects  of  the  past-  The 
Mexican  national  antliem,  a  stirring  and  martial  air,  in- 
vokes among  other  things  the  sacred  memory  of  Iturbide. 
But  if  Iturbide  really  deserved  to  be  shot  on  setting  foot 
on  shore  after  iiis  banishment,  it  seems  much  as  if  Amer- 
icans should  invoke  the  sacred 'name  of  I^nedict  Arnold. 
Arnold,  too,  rendered  excellent  services  to  his  countrv. 
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Nobody  was  a  braver  or  better  soldier  than  he  before  he 
attempted  to  betray  it  to  the  British. 

Well,  I  snpposo  the  Mexicans  nnderstand  it,  but  I  don't. 
Are  they  content  witli  such  a  mixed  ideal  of  good  \  Can 
a  pei*sou  have  been  such  a  patriot  at  one  time  that  no 
subsequent  crimes  can  weigh  against  him  \  One  very 
simple  lesson  from  it  all  would  seem  to  be  a  less  impa- 
tience with  the  ruling  powers,  on  the  one  hand,  and  much 
less  haste  with  powder  and  sliot,  on  the  other. 


IIL 

I  stayed  a  couple  of  days  at  Cuantla,  to  visit  tlie  sugar 
haciendaa.  The  sugar  product  is  large,  and  the  district 
one  of  tlie  most  convenient  sources  of  supply  for  central 
Mexico.  A  week  afterward  the  newly  inaugurated  road 
was  the  scene  of  an  accident  unequalled,  I  think,  in  the 
annals  of  railway  horrors.  Five  hundred  lives  were  lost, 
in  a  little  barranca,  an  insecure  bridge  over  which  had 
been  washed  out  by  the  rain.  A  regiment  in  garrison  at 
Cuautla  was  ordered  to  Mexico,  and  started  in  a  train  of 
open  **  flat "  cars,  there  not  having  been  passenger  care  suf- 
ficient for  the  purpose.  On  other  flat  cars  was  a  freight 
of  barrels  of  ayuardimU.  The  start  was  made  in  the  af- 
ternoon. There  was  delay  on  tlie  track.  The  sliower 
came  on,  the  night  fell,  and  the  men,  pelted  by  the  storm, 
without  protection,  broke  open  the  aguardiente^  and  drank 
their  till.  Some  say  that  the  engineer  reported  the  road 
unsafe,  but  was  forced  by  an  exasperated  officer  to  go  on 
with  a  pistol  at  his  head.  They  came  to  the  broken 
bridge,  and  the  train  went  througli.  The  soldiers  who 
were  not  mangled  and  incapacitated  outright — drunk,  and 
crazed  with  excitement — stabbed  and  shot  one  another. 
The  barrels  of  aguardiente  burst  and  took  fire;  the  car- 
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tridges  in  the  belts  exploded ;  the  swollen  torrent  claimed 
its  own ;  and  the  fury  of  a  tropical  storm,  in  a  night  as 
black  as  Erebns,  beat  down  upon  the  writhing  mass  of 
horror. 

It  was  at  this  price  that  the  extra  subventions  for 
speedy  completion  of  the  work  were  earned.  A  white- 
washing report  was  made  afterward,  I  believe,  bnt  the 
Government  caused  the  road  to  be  put  in  order  before 
it  was  again  opened ;  and  the  case  may  serve  as  a  needed 
lesson  to  all  railway  builders  in  Mexico. 


192 


OLD  MEXICO  AND  HER  LOST  rBOVLVCSS. 


XVI. 

SAy  JVAK,  ORIZABA,  AND  CORDOBA   REVISrTSD, 


The  impressions  of  the  iirst  journey  upward  from  the 
coast  urc  too  vague  to  satisfy,  yet  it  is  better  to  push  on 
to  the  cnpital  and  not  take  oS  the  edge  of  the  novelty 
by  dallying  on  the  way.  The  intervening  places  are 
returned  to  afterward. 

How  different  the  feeling  now!  The  tilings  that  had 
seemed  so  ftinntdable  are  linrniless  enough.  You  take 
now  with  gufeto  the  pulque^  handed  up  at  Apani.  You 
underetand  the  n^otley  figures,  the  interiors,  the  flavors 
of  the  strange  fruits  and  cakes,  the  proper  expressions  to 
use.,  and  prices  to  pay.  The  helpless  feeling  of  standing 
in  need  of  continual  directions  is  got  rid  of,  and  travel 
has  become  a  matter  of  confidence  and  pleasure.  Our 
Mexicans  of  the  lower  class  are  not  over- quick  in  the 
matter  of  directions,  to  tell  the  truth.  I  recollect,  as  an 
example,  asking  a  small  shop-keeper,  one  day,  the  way 
to  a  neighboriitg  street. 

"There  it  is,"  he  said;  "but"  (insisting,  in  a  flustered 
way,  on  being  puzzled  by  my  accent,  though  he  had  com- 
prehended what  I  meant)  *'no  haUainos  Americano  aquV^ 
' — "  Wc  don't  speak  American  liere." 

I  found  a  lodging  at  a  tienda  at  San  Juan  Teotihuacan, 
<incient  city  of  the  dead.  The  owner  had  before  en- 
ed  Americans.     He  had  a  dog  to  winch  he  had 
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given,  in  pleasant  recollection  of  one  of  them,  as  ho 
«ii,  the  remarkable  name  of  "Levis,*'  whicli  afterward 
►roved  to  be  "Lewie;.'*  Adjoining  was  a  barracks  of 
EnraUa^  whose  bngles  sonnded  a  cheerfnl  reveUU  in  the 
niorning.  The  central  plaza  is  perhaps  three  rniles  from 
the  station.  On  the  way  you  cross  a  handsome  stone 
bridge  built  by  Maximilian.  The  river  San  Juan  had 
vanished  from  under  it  and  left  a  mere  gulch,  us  is  the 
way  with  most  of  the  streams  in  tlie  dry  season. 

The  inhabitants  have  their  huuses,  gardens,  and  all, 
often  above  the  cement  floors  loft  by  the  extinct  race, 
and  the  edges  of  these  floors  crop  out  beside  tlie  road, 
worn  down  through  them.     Nobody  has  framed  a  satis- 
factory theory  of  the  place,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a  great  pantheon,  or  burial-place,  for  the  dead  of 
importance.     Maximilian  encouraged  excavations,  and  a 
great  Egyptian -looking  head,  urieurtlied  in  his  time,  is 
seen.    Charnay  dug  there  later,  and  so  did  my  friend  of 
llie  newspaper  expedition.    Probably  a  commission  ought 
to  be  issued  by  the  Government  for  tunnelling,  witliout 
impairing  their  form,  the  two  pyramids,  to  ascertain  if 
^lero  be  not  something  of  importance  within.     It  is  at 
pfoent  both  conservative  and  apatlietie  in  such  matters. 
*lie  larger  pyramid,  that  of  tlie  8nn,has  an  excellent  zig- 
^  plane  approaching  its  summit.     A  long  road,  called 
m  "Street  of  the  Dead,"  strewn   on  both  sides  with 
'"*|»8  of  weather-worn   stones,  indicating  constructions, 
wtends  from  it  to  that  of  the  Moon.     Both  are  now 
([rowh  with  scrubby  nopals  and  pepper-trees. 

A  coDple  of  children  ran  out  frcuii  a  cottage  at  the  foot 
^^\\t  Pyramid  of  the  Sun,  to  sell  '' carltm,^'  the  little 
I'ltiqnities,  the  day  1  approached  to  climb  it.  From  the 
(cp  }'ou  see  other  villages,  as  San  Francisco,  Santa  Maria 
Cnillan,  San  Martin.     The  inliabitants  of  San  Francisco 
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have  erected  a  croee  hero,  where  an   idol,  with  a 
nishcd  shield,  once  stood  to  oatch  the  first  ravs  of 
rising  6un,  and  come  in  procession  each  year,  on  the  3d  ^j 
of  May,  to  conduct  a  religions  ceremonial  and  drape  >t^| 
with  flowers.     The  white  summit  of  Pojx)catepell  barely  ^^ 
shows  itself  above  the  intervening  range  of  the  Rio  Frio. 
The  otticiators  at  the  pagan  altar  may  have  hailed  it  spar- 
klinn;  afar,  like  another  sacriticial  lire.    The  country  round 
al)oiit  is  garden -like,  abounding  in  maize  and  maguey, 
sheep   and  cattle.     I  observed  some  large  straw -rlcka, 
fashioned  by  leisurely  employes,  in  the  prevailing  taste 
for  adornment,  into  the  Uinn  of  houses,  with  a  figure  of 
a  saint  chopped  out  in  bass-relief.     It  was  a  calm,  lovely 
Sunday.      A  fresh  breeze  played,  though   the   enn   was 
warm;  cumulus  clouds  piled  themselves  up  magnificent- 
ly; and  the  tinkle  of  tlic  cliurch-hells  came  up  from  tiie 
surrounding  villages. 

The  clonds — *'' luminous  Aiides  of  the  air,^'  as  a  poet 
has  aptly  called  them — are  of  especial  impressivencss,  I 
think,  above  this  great  plain.     1  noted  ihem  again  witli 
great  pleasure  at  Iluamantia,  in  the  state  of  Tlaxcala.     It 
is  a  sliahhy  ])lace  of  unpainted  adobe,  out  of  which  risoJ 
the  line  domes  and  belfries  of  a  dozen   churches,  as  i£j 
they  were  eucloscd  iq  a  brick-yard.    Thither  Santa  Anna, 
retired  for  his  last  futile  resistance,  after  the  Americana 
under  Scott  had  taken  the  capital ;  and  there,  according  to 
the  school  Litilory,  *'  the  terrible  Ameiian  guerilla,  Walker, 
was  killed  in  pcreonal  combat  by  an  intrepid  Mexican  of- 
ficer, Eidalio  Villasefior."     Near  by  is  Malinche,  a  moun- 
tain dubbed  with  a  nickname  given  by  tUe  Aztecs  to 
Cortcz,  which  is  a  feature  of  all  this  part  of  the  country- 
It  is  not  of  great  height,  but  of  peculiar,  volcanic  sliap< 
It  is  a  long  blope,  made  up  of  knobs  and  jags,  reaching! 
to  a  central  point  as  sharp  as  an  arrow-head.     Peons  arej 
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plongiiing,  witli  oxen  and  the  primitive  wooden  plough, 
ID  fertile  ground  aronnd  its  base^  and  its  dark  mass  is 
thrown  out  boldly  against  dazzling  banks  of  cloud. 


11. 

At  Orizaba  you  are  down  in  the  tropics  again,  but  not 
tropics  of  too  oppressive  a  kind.     A  young  friund  from 
Mexico  was  n»aking  a  visit  tlierc  in  a  family  to  wliicli  I 
was  adtnitted,  and  I  was  ghid  to  see  somctliing  of  the 
place  in  a  domestic  way.     It  has,  say,  fifteen  tliousand 
inhabitants.     The  Alameda,  with  its  two  fountains,  stone 
seata,  orange-trees,  and  other  shrubberies,  is  veiy  charm- 
ing;  so  is  the  little  Zocalo,  by  the  Cathedral.      There 
grows  in  the  gardens  here  the  splendid  tulipan,  a  slirub 
in  size  like  the  oleander,  the  large  flowers  of  wJiieh  ^\o\v 
from  a  diBtanco  like  scarlet  lanterns.     Tall  bananas  bend 
over  the  neatly  whitened  houses.     My  Hotel  de  Diligen- 
cias  was  white  and  attractive.     Next  to  it  a  torrent  tum- 
bled down  a  wild  little  gorge,  amid  a  growth  of  bananas, 
ftTKl,  passing  under  a  bridge,  turned  flouring  and  paper 
ttufls^     I  had  this  under  my  eyes  from  my  window ;  and 
IWl  also  an  expanse  of  red-tiled  roofs,  gray  belfries  and 
tlomes,  and  tlio  bold  hill  of  El  Burrego  beyond.    The  city 
is^clo6cd  by  a  rim  of  hills.    It  was  now  the  seaeon  wlien 
the  rains  were  growing  frequent;   and  a  humid  atmos- 
pliere,  and    wet  clouds,  dragging   low   and   occasionally 
cropping  their  contents,  kept  tlic  vegetation  of  a  fresh, 
vivid  green. 

At  the  hotel  taUe  d^hote  a  couple  of  young  men  of 
^^7  Indian  physiognomy  —  lawyers,  I  should  judge,  by 
pw>fe8Bion  —  talked  pantheism  and  such-like  subjects  in 
thetone  of  Victor  TTngo's  students.  A  lady  whose  hus- 
band was  a  general  ofiicer  told  me  that  she  iiad  been  in 


the  United  States — at  New  Orleiiiis — accounting  thus  for 
a  little  knowledge  of  English.  That  meant  tliat  she  had 
sliared  her  hnsbiind's  exile  there.  One  comes  to  under- 
stand and  smile  at  it  after  a  while.  ^^Tomo  el  nimho  d 
ki  emki^  y  miJw  de  la  RepuWca^  e/nhareandoae  jmru  Or- 
leana'''* — "He  took  tlie  road  to  the  const  and  sallied  from 
the  Republic, embarking  himself  for  New  Orleans" — has 
passed  almost  into  a  formula  in  the  accounts  of  public 
men,  New  Orleans  having  always  been  a  notable  place 
of  temporary  refuge  and  plotting  for  their  return. 
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There  was  a  gay  party,  of  station,  who  had  come  down 
to paeear  a  little,  iu  a  private  car,  and  were  t;ikit»g  back 
with  them  a  gre«at  supply  of  tlie  flowers  and  fruits  of  the 
tropics.  Sliull  I  reluctantly  admit  that  they  all  ate  with 
their  knives,  and  with  the  sharp  edge  foremost?  Our 
waiter  gave  us,  smilingly,  soup  without  a  spoon,  this  and 
that  other  dish  without  a  fork,  and  hastened  off  for  long 
absences;  or  he  would  apathcticully  say,  **iV-y  /wy" — 
"There  is  none" — of  a  dish,  but  would  bring  it  if  it  were 
insisted  on  with  decision.  A  fellow-guest  informed  me 
at  dessert  that  he  had  been  in  New  York,  and  that  the 
American  fruits  and  dnlces — sweets — were  all  alike  and 
insipid.  This  shows  that  there  is  a  natural  equilibrium 
in  things,  for  it  is  precisely  t!ic  complaint  that  visitors 
from  the  North  tirst  make  of  those  of  the  tropics. 

My  acquaintances  in  the  place  were  the  family  of  tlio 
Licenoiado — let  us  say — Ilerrera  y  Arroyo.  The  names 
of  both  masculine  and  feminine  progenitors  are  thus 
usually  linked  together  by  the  "y"^aud.  They  told 
me  tliat  there  was  very  little  formal  entertaining  done. 
They  occupied  themselves  with  embroidery,  studying 
English,  and  domestic  matters.  Their  house  was  roomy, 
but  had  little  furniture.  The  rocking-chair  can  never 
again  be  called  a  peculiarly  Yankee  feature  by  anybody 
who  has  seen  it  in  the  lower  latitudes.  The  typical  Mex- 
ican parlor,  or  living-room,  has,  like  the  one  here,  a  mat 
spread  down  in  the  centre,  on  a  brick  floor,  and  two  cane 
rocking-chairs  on  one  side  and  two  on  the  other,  in  which 
the  inmates  spend  much  of  their  time. 

We  had  a  kind  of  picnic  one  day  to  the  Barrio  Nnevo, 
a  very  pretty  coffee  and-milk-like  cascade  of  the  Rio  Ori- 
zaba. Boys  ran  out  from  thatched  cottages  in  the  edge 
of  town  to  pick  flowers  and  offer  them  to  the  sefioritas, 
expecting  to  be  rewarded,  of  course,  with  a  little  con&id- 
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eration.     There  is  anotlier  cascade,  even  prettier — the 
Rincon  Grande. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  the  sng&r  mgenio  of  Jalapilla. 
A  fine  wide  avenne  of  trees  stretclied  np  to  it.  The  lo- 
custs were  singing  in  them.  The  grass  and  trees  were 
exquisitely  green.  The  enow-peak  of  Orizaba,  hidden  at 
the  town  itself,  here  rises  above  intervening  hills.  There 
were  arcades,  and  monumental  gateways,  and  a  massive 
aqueduct  on  arches,  which  brings  the  water  from  a  fine 
torrent.  In  the  sunless  green  archways  of  the  old  aque- 
duct the  seGoritas  found  with  ]*apture  specimens  of  rare 
and  delicate  ferns  growing.  Ox-wains  brought  the  cane  to 
the  mills.  We  watclied  it  through  the  processes  of  crush- 
ing in  the  machinery,  and  tasted  the  pleasant  sap  when 
first  expresseil,  and  later  at  some  of  the  stages  of  boiling 
down.  Aguardunte  is  also  made  on  a  large  scale.  The 
peasants  along  the  road  sell  you  a  draught  of  it  in  its 
unferinented  state,  with  tamales.  The  residence  attached 
is  a  large,  two-story  white  house,  with  a  high  iron  gate 
between  white  posts.  It  was  loaned  to  Maximilian  as  a 
country  retreat  by  the  conservative  owners  at  one  time. 
At  present  it  is  shabby  and  unfurnished,  but  a  single 
room  being  occupied  by  the  proprietor,  who  has  the 
rough-and-ready  tastes  of  a  ranchero,  and  little  taste  for 
display. 


III. 

At  one  of  the  theatres  at  this  time  was  playing,  by  a 
Zarazuehi,  or  "variety"  company,  ** La  Torre  de  Neslo 
6  Margarita  de  Borgogno;"  at  the  other,  by  a  juvenile 
company,  "  La  Fille  de  Madame  Angot." 

Whoever  would  thorougldy  enjoy  Mexico  must  have 
the  taste  for  old  architecture.  There  is  no  end  to  it,  and 
it  is  often  the  only  resource.    It  is  of  that  fantastic  ro- 
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COCO  into  which  tlie  Renaissance  fell,  in  the  Jnxnry  and 
florid  invention  of  its  later  stages;  but  even  where  least 
defensible,  from  the  poii»t  of  view  of  logic  and  fitness,  it 
is  redeetned  now  by  its  mouldering,  its  time-stnins,  and 
superposed  layers  of  half* obliterated  colors.  Little  can 
be  said,  except  in  this  way,  for  the  carvings  and  various 
detail,  but  the  masses  aix!  invariably  of  a  grand  and  noble 
simplicity.  The  material  is  generally  rubble-stone  and 
cement,  and  caiwiot  be  very  expensive.  The  principal 
lines  of  the  style  are  horizontal.  The  dome,  semi-circular 
in  shape,  plays  a  great  part  in  it.  I  have  counted  not 
less  than  eight,  like  tliose  of  St.  Markka,  at  Venice,  on  a 
single  church.  Tlio  dome  is  built,  if  I  mistake  not,  of 
rubble  and  cement  also,  on  a  centring  of  regular  masonry, 
perhaps  even  of  wood.  It  is  a  reminiscence  of  the  Moors. 
These  edifices  were  put  up  three  hundred  years  ago,  by 
builders  in  the  flush  of  the  Byzantine  influence,  which 
radiated  from  Granada,  tlien  lately  conquered.  I  know 
of  no  school  in  which  the  niggling,  petty,  and  expensive 
character  of  our  own  efforts  in  this  lino  could  be  better 
corrected.  Va/neufMf  Will  not  some  of  our  leisurely 
young  architects  with  a  taste  for  the  pictnresque  travel 
here,  with  their  sketch-books,  and  bring  ns  back  plans 
and  suggestions  from  this  impressive  work,  for  use  among 
ouraelves? 

Some  of  the  old  churches  take  an  added  interest  frou) 
their  present  fate.  It  would  have  been  monotonous  tu 
have  them  all  alike  in  full  ceremonial,  and  now  they  ai'e 
pathetic.  1  used  to  linger  to  hear  the  bnglers  practise  in 
the  cloistered  clinrch  of  Carmen,  used  as  a  barracks.  It 
is  stripped  of  everything,  the  pavement  broken,  the  walls 
full  of  bnllot-hole6,and  painted  with  the  names  of  detach- 
ments, as  18°  de  In/anUrw^  1^  Coinpana  de  Gnnaderos, 
which  have  occupied  it.     In  the  smoke-stains,  the  damp, 
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to  which  patches  of  gilding  still  adhere,  and  the  vestiges 
of  scaling  fresco,  diiiij  mysterious  visions  are  made  out. 
The  bare  chancel  dais,  still  surviving,  gives  to  the  inte- 
rior the  aspect  of  some  noble  throne-roorn.  In  our  own 
country  such  a  monument  would  be  inestimably  pnzed, 
and  would  become  a  pilgrimage-place  from  far  and  near; 
but  liDre  it  is  simply  one  of  a  great  number. 

In  the  little  pu!)lic  plaza  outside  a  few  convicts  were 
repairing  the  i>;itlis,  A  pair  of  them  would  bring  some 
dirt,  about  au  onlinary  wlieelbarrow  full,  on  a  etretclier, 
dump  tt  in  a  leisurely  way,  and  go  back  for  more,  all  with 
plentiful  deliberation.  Tliey  might  have  been  laborers, 
engaged  by  the  city  aldermen,  on  a  New  York  boulevard. 
A  couple  of  soldiers  M-ith  muskets  lounged  on  the  stone 
benches  to  guard  them  as  they  worked.  The  pnnishmeut 
of  the  prisoners  could  liardly  have  been  in  what  they  did, 
but  principally  in  the  exposure — unless,  indeed,  they  were 
taken  from  a  dilTerciit  part  of  the  country.  I  wondered 
if  their  friends  L*ame  hero  sometimes  and  watched  them; 
and  what  a  pain  it  nmst  liavo  been  for  the  sensitive  to 
work  thus,  hedged  round  by  an  iiivultierable  restraint  and 
infamy,  in  sight  of  the  homes  where  they  had  lived  and 
all  the  ordinary  avocations  of  life  in  which  they  had 
engaged. 

An  important  cotton-factory  at  Orizaba  lias  a  fine  ar- 
chitectural gateway,  and  a  statue  of  the  founder,  Manael 
Escandim  (1807  to  1862),  in  the  court,  after  the  practice 
heretofore  adverted  to.  Paper  is  also  made  here,  A  se- 
ries of  tines  is  prescribed,  in  printed  rules,  for  the  hands 
coming  late  in  the  morning  and  falling  into  other  misde- 
meanors. The  sum  of  the^c  makes  up  a  fund  for  chari- 
table use  among  themselves.  A  savings-bank  departtnent 
is  also  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  the  operatives.  To 
encourage  savings  an  extra  liberal  interest  is  paid  when 
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the  amount  on  deposit  has  reached  fifty  dollant.  To 
avoid  in  part  the  interruption  of  the  frequent  chnrcli 
holidays,  a  dispensation  had  been  obtained  from  the  ec- 
elcBiafitical  authorities,  allowing  work  to  go  on,  on  most 
of  thetD,  as  usual. 


lY. 


Cordoba 
nmde  aeqim 


Cor- 


int- 


From  Orizaba  the  next  stage  was  to 
doba  is  in  the  full  tropics,  and  there  I  first 
ance  witli  the  coffee  culture,  the  leading  industry  of  tlie 
place.  The  plant  is  \&%  striking  in  aspect  than  I  had 
expected.  It  is  a  bush,  witli  small,  dark,  glossy  leaves, 
its  stem  never  over  six  or  seven  inches  in  diameter,  even 
»t  an  age  of  lifty  years.  It  is  twelve  feet  high  at  most, 
but  usually  topped  ai»d  kept  lower  for  greater  conven- 
ience in  harvesting  the  prodnct.  It  bcare  a  little  axillary 
white  flower,  fragrant  like  jasmine,  and  the  green  berries 
tt  the  same  time.  A  coffee  plantation  has  not  the  breadth 
of  t\\Q  pUitnnartu^  the  fields  of  towering  bannnaa;  but  it 
needs  shade,  and  large  oaks  are  left  distributed  throngh 
it  which  accomplish  this  pnr|>ose.  If  left  to  the  sun 
wholly  it  yields  large  crops  at  first,  tlien  dies.  The  cof- 
fee plant  should  bear  after  tlie  fourth  or  fifth  year,  and 
yield  a  half-pound  yearly  for  fifty  or  sixty  years.  It 
should  have  cost,  up  to  the  time  of  beginning  to  bear, 
about  twenty-five  cents.  This  is  supposing  a  high  culti- 
vation. By  the  more  shiftless  method  commonly  found 
in  nse  hero  it  costs  but  half  as  much,  but,  on  the  other 
liand,  yieUls  no  moro  than  thrue  ounces  on  an  average. 

Some  few  Americans,  and  other  foreigners,  have  estab- 
lished themselves  at  Cordoba,  and  lead  a  dreamy  existence 
in  the  shade.  At  one  time  it  was  the  scene  of  an  exten- 
sive coffee-planting  by  ex-Confederate  generals,  but  these 
attempts  were   not  successful.     I  was  fortunate  enough 
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to  be  conducted  almnt  by  an  old  gentleman,  of  German 
birth,  who  had  lived  liere  forty  years.  He  had  the  tastes 
of  a  naturalist  and  farmer,  and  the  existence  pleased  him. 
He  took  in  his  hand  a  mackefs  from  the  wall,  and  we  set 
forth  for  a  walk,  with  inncli  improving  disconrse  by  the 
way,  in  the  liclds  and  phmtations.  Tlie  inach^U^  a  long 
half  cleaver,  half  sword,  opens  you  a  path  through  a  thick- 
et, cuts  you  a  coffee  or  an  orange  stick,  lop^s  an  orchid 
from  its  high  perch  on  the  rugged  tree-hark,  or  brings 
down  a  tall  banana,  and  splits  open  its  covering  to  servo 
as  H  protection  to  a  budget  of  botanical  specimens.  Some 
Binall  grandchildren  of  the  house  begged  to  accorajiaiiy 
us.  They  had  hardy,  ont-of-door  liabits,  and  ran  by  our 
sides  with  merry  clamor,  finding  a  hundred  things  to 
interest  tlietn  along  the  way. 

My  genial  gnrde  had  planted  coffee  himself.  Much 
money  has  beeti  lost  at  it,  it  seems,  and  it  cannot  be 
very  prolitable  except  under  economical  processes  and  an 
improved  market.  Wlien  transportation  becomes  clieap- 
er  we  shall  have  introduced  into  the  United  States  from 
Mexico  also  many  choice  fruits,  notably  the  ^no  Ma- 
nilla mango,  not  now  known.  Tiie  fruits  of  tlie  country 
grow  on  you  with  experience.  To  my  taste  the  juicy 
mango,  which  at  its  best  combines  something  of  tlie  me]> 
on,  pine-apple,  peach,  and  pear,  is  the  most  delicious  of 
them  all.  Other  fruits  are  the  chirimoya,  guava,  inara^, 
granadita  (or  pomegranate),  zapote,  cliazapote,  tuna,  agna- 
cute,and  many  more,  the  distinctive  peculiarities  of  wliich 
I  con  Id  not  describe  in  a  week. 

The  best  Bt>il  iov  the  coffee  is  that  of  virgin  slopes,  ca- 
pable of  being  well  manured.  It  should  be  manured  once 
in  two  years.  Tlie  jihinting  takes  place  in  the  rainy 
season,  and  the  principal  harvest  is  in  November  and 
December.     Women   and   children   cut   off  the  berries, 
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which  are  tlien  dried  five  or  six  weeks,  and  barked;  or 
are  barked  eflrlier  by  a  machine.  The  chief  labor  con- 
sists in  destroy' ing  tl»e  weeds,  which  must  be  done  from 
two  to  six  times  a  year.  The  plants  are  set  in  squares, 
at  a  distance  of  about  seven  feet  apart.  Tlic  trees  rec- 
oniniendeii  for  sliade  are  the  fresno,  or  ash,  cedro  (cedar), 
the  hnisaclic,  nguacate,  maxcatle,  cajiniquil,  and  tepchnajd, 
the  characteristics  of  whicli  I  ciniUl  fiardly  ex})]ain,  more 
than  those  of  tlie  fruits,  except  thiit  tliey  are  generally 
dark  and  glossy-leaved,  and  many  of  then*  as  large  as  our 
elms.  There  is  a  theory,  too,  in  favor  of  shading  by  ba- 
nanas, and  plantations  are  found  wliere  the  two  grow 
together. 

But  a  native  proprietor  with  whom  I  talked  objects  to 
this.  "  TIio  platano  is  a  selfish  and  grasping  platit  "  lie 
Bays,  indignantly.  "It  draws  twice  and  thrice  its  propor- 
tionate amount  of  nourishment  from  the  soiL  Is  it  not 
Ijcaten  down,  too,  in  every  storm?  And  tlic  ravaging 
hedgehog  comes  in  search  of  it,  and,  while  he  is  about 
it,  destroys  the  coflFee  as  well.  No,  indeed,  no  combina- 
tion of  platano  and  coflfee  for  me !" 

The  poor  platano!  However,  it  can  stand  abuse.  TIow 
quickly  it  grows  I  Its  great  leaves,  more  or  less  tattered 
by  friction,  flap  and  rustle  above  your  head  like  banners 
and  sails  as  you  walk  about  in  tlie  tropical  plantation.  It 
is  called  the  "  bread  of  tlie  tropics.'^  An  acre  of  land 
will  produce  enough  of  it  to  support  fifty  people,  whereas 
an  acre  in  wheat  will  support  only  two.  If  the  tropics 
had  had  a  good  deal  liarder  time  in  getting  their  bread, 
by-tl»e-way,they  would  not  have  been  in  so  down-trodden 
and  slipshod  a  condition. 

I  will  not  say  that  we  had  tiie  better  coffee  at  our  hotel 
for  being  in  its  own  country.  It  is  the  old  story  of  ''shoe- 
maker's children'"  again,  I  suppose.     On  the  contrary,  I 
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recollect  it  &6  esjHicially  pofl*.  The  hotel — possibly  it  has 
improved  by  this  time — was  wretchedly  kept  and  served. 
They  gave  us  half  a  dozen  kinds  of  meat  in  succession, 
without  ever  a  vegetable,  in  such  a  luxuriance  of  them. 
The  waiters  were  sunk  in  apathy,  the  management  even 
more  eo.  They  seem  often  to  say  to  yon,  with  an  ill- 
concealed  aversion,  at  a  Mexican  hotel,  "  If  yon  will  stay, 
if  yon  will  insist  on  bringing  your  traps  in,  we  will  do 
what  we  can  for  you,  but  we  are  not  at  all  anxious  for  itJ" 

Pack-mules  were  kept  in  the  court,  and  under  a  cloi&- 
ter  at  one  side  women  and  girls  were  stripping  tobacco. 
Your  room,  at  a  provincial  liotel,  opens  npon  a  gallery  in 
which  mocking-birds  are  hnng  in  wooden  cages—always 
one  at  least.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  Mexican  mocking- 
bird to  sleep  continuously  throughout  the  day,  so  as  to  be 
in  health  and  epints  for  the  exercise  of  the  night.  He 
begins  at  midnight,  and  continues  his  dulcet  ingennitj  of 
torture  till  daybreak.  Niitnralists  have  had  much  to  say 
of  the  nuicking-bird,  comparing  him  to  a  wliule  forest  full 
of  song6tei*s,  and  the  like.  It  may  be  unwise  to  set  np  in 
opposition  to  so  much  praise,  but  there  are  times  when 
a  planing-mill  in  the  vicinity,  or  a  wiiole  foundery  full 
of  trip-hamtners,  would  be  a  blessing  and  relief  in  com- 
parison. 

Should  the  mocking-bird  have  injndicionsly  impaired 
his  strength  during  the  day,  so  as  to  allow  of  a  brief 
respite,  the  interval  is  filled  ii)  by  the  shrill,  quavering 
whistles  of  the  street  wntclimen,  who  blow  to  each  otlicr 
every  quarter  of  nn  Lour  during  the  night,  to  show  th&t 
tbey  are  awake  and  vigilant. 

You  leave  Cordoba  at  4.30  in  the  morning;  that  is,  if 
yon  go  by  the  up-train.  I  was  awakened  an  Iiour  too  soon 
at  my  hotel,  which,  having  to  call  me,  wanted  it  over  as 
soon  as  possible.     I  liad  leisure  while  waiting  to  collect 
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tlie  views  of  one  of  these  watchmen.  \\q  allowed  me 
the  Remington  rifle  with  which  lie  was  artiied.  He  said 
that  he  went  on  duty  at  7  p.m.  and  Unished  at  5.30  A.M., 
and  received  three  and  a  half  reals — forty-two  cents — a 
day,  which  he  did  not  think  enongli.  There  are  no  cabs 
at  Cordoba.  It  is  a  tram -cur,  making  a  total  of  two 
trips  a  day^  that  takes  you,  bag  and  baggage,  two  dark 
milee  or  do  to  the  station. 


But  I  did  not  leave  before  first  visiting  the  Indian 
village  of  Amatlan.  I  do  not  insist  tiiat  erudition  of 
incalcnliible  value  has  been  brought  to  light  in  these 
travels,  but  they  were  a  succession  of  excursions  into 
the  actual  heart  of  things.  I  was  pleased  when  I  could 
iind  something  unmo<titicd  by  the  innovations  of  railway 
travel,  and  witness  the  familiar,  every-day  life  of  the 
people.  Perhaps  we  Tiever  tliorouglily  understand  any- 
body until  wc  learn  his  routine.  A  stimulus  to  what  we 
asually  neglect,  and  tjike  as  a  matter  of  course,  is  aroused 
abroad.  Law-making,  education,  buying  and  selling,  eat- 
ing and  drinking^  marriage,  and  the  burial  of  the  dead,  all 
yield  entertainment.  The  traveller  who  spreads  before 
us  only  the  ouirt  and  startling  that  he  has  seen  ma}'  still 
leave  ns  very  much  in  the  dark  about  where  he  has  been. 
In  Mexico,  however,  almost  everything  is  outre. 

To  Amatlan  and  back  is  a  comfortable  day's  excursion. 
We  found  saddle-horses  for  hire,  and  a  young  Indian  as  a 
guide,  and  set  off.  My  compunion  on  this  excursion  was 
a  csomniercial  traveller,  a  sprightly  young  American  of 
Spanish  origin.  Commerciul  traveller  in  machetes  and 
other  cutlery:  such  was  his  profession.  The  tnachetes 
were  of  American  make.    I  have  one  hanging  in  my  room 
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at  this  writing  which  came  from  Water  Street,  in  New 
York.  This  agent  bad  taken  his  last  order  (iiaving  can- 
vassed the  little  storekeepers  in  the  plaza  under  my  own 
view,  as  if  they  had  been  those  of  Kalamazoo,  Aurora, 
or  Freeport),  and  was  awaiting  the  sailing  of  his  steamer 
from  Vera  Cruz.  Having  nothing  more  to  do,  lie  entered 
into  the  examination  of  nmnners  and  customs  for  their 
own  sake  with  a  certain  zest,  thoiigli  perhaps  compre- 
hending for  the  first  time  that  anch  things  could  bo 
worth  anybody's  notice. 

Amatliin  is  the  richest  Indian  village  in — well,  one  of 
the  richest  of  Indian  villages.  Its  plantations  of  pine-ap- 
ples are  tlie  tinest  in  tlie  state  of  Vera  Cruz,  to  which  all 
this  territory  from  Orizaba  down  belongs,  Orizaba  being 
its  capital.  The  pines  grow  about  sixteen  inches  in  lieight, 
and  should  last  ten  years.  They  are  set  iu  narrow  lines, 
and  the  general  aspect  of  the  field  from  a  little  distance 
is  that  of  large  sedge-grass.  You  will  buy  three  of  them 
sometimes  for  a  (laeo,  one  cent  and  a  half.  We  met  na- 
tives driving  donkev-ioads  of  tiietn  to  niarket.  There 
were  some  fields  of  tobacco,  of  fine  quality,  in  flower. 
The  Peak  of  Orizaba  is  magnificently  seen  from  all  this 
district.  It  is  lovelier  and  holder  than  at  first  upon  famil- 
iar acquaintance.  Clinrcb,  the  painter,  finds  the  prefer- 
able point  of  view  farther  up  the  railroad,  using  the  wild 
gorges  of  Fortin  as  a  foreground.  Tlie  village  proved  to 
be  composed  chiefly  of  wooden  and  cane  huts,  shingled 
or  thatched,  and  the  population  to  be  exclusively  Indian. 
They  do  not  wish  any  others  to  join  tltem.  They  display 
everywhere  the  same  clannish  disposition.  If  jwrsons  of 
European  origin  who  might  come  to  remain  could  not 
be  got  rid  of  by  churlishness,  it  is  thought  that  severer 
means  would  be  resorted  to. 

The  Indian  race,  as  a  rule,  is  patient  and  untiring  iu 


SAX  JUAX,  OHIZABA,  AXD   CORDOBA   JiKVlSlTEJ).    207 

certain  minor  directions.  They  make  long,  swift  jonr- 
neys,  for  instance,  acting  ns  beusts  of  burdt^n  or  tneeson- 
gers,  so  tliftt,  seeing  tlieir  performances,  the  words  of  Buf- 
fon  cooie  forcibly  to  mind:  *^The  civilized  man  knows 
not  half  Ilia  powei*8.''  But  in  the  greater  concerns  of  life, 
those  requiring  forethougljt  for  a  permanent  future,  they 
are  very  improvident.  Perhaps,  liowever,  those  of  Amat- 
Ian  diflFer  from  others,  or  perhaps  tlie  general  reputation 
may  not  be  wholly  deserved,  for  the  Cordobans  tell  yon 
that  Ainatlan  is  even  richer -than  Cordoba. 

There  are  said  to  be  a  number  of  native  residents  worth 
from  !^0,n00  to  $80,0W  eacli.  They  buy  land,  and  bury 
their  surplus  cash  in  the  ground.  It  may  well  enough  be 
that  the  lack  of  savings-banks,  or  any  more  seenre  place 
of  deposit  for  money  than  the  ground,  has  something  to 
do  with  the  improvidence  complained  of.  Tiie  alcalde, 
the  chief  of  them,  was  estimated  as  worth  a  million, 
tbongh  tliis  I  should  very  much  doubt.  Ilo  had  no  large 
ways  of  nsing  his  wealth,  but  was  said  to  inclino  to  ava- 
rice and  delight  in  simply  piling  it  np.  Tliere  was  a 
project  at  one  time  to  build  a  tram-road  honce  to  Cor- 
doba, tlic  capital  to  be  supplied  in  part  by  the  Indians, 
but  it  fell  throngh.  Some  of  the  well-to-do  send  their 
Bonfi  to  good  schools,  and  even  to  Mexico,  to  take  the 
degree  of  licentiate.  These  favored  scions,  on  their  re- 
tnni,  mnst  pnt  on  the  usual  dress,  and  live  in  no  way 
differently  from  the  rest.  The  daughters,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  never  educated,  but  set,  without  exception,  to 
roBing  tortillas  and  the  other  domestio  drudgery. 


VI. 

We  dined  at  an  open-air  shanty  posada,  witli  dogs  and 
piff»  running  freely  about  under  our  feet.     Coffee,  with- 
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oat  milk,  sugar,  and  pine  apples  Mcrc  all  supplied  by  the 
fields  about.  Some  few  spectatore  were  interested,  but 
not  very  much,  in  a  slight  sketch  1  made  of  their  build- 
ings and  coetunie.  My  commercial  traveller,  by  way  of 
arousing  greater  enthusiasm  in  this,  represented  that  it 
was  to  be  "put  in  a  machine ''  afterward,  and  showed, 
by  a  dexterous  chuckle  and  twiet  of  the  thumb,  bow  it 
would  then  be  so  improved  tliat  you  would  never  know 
it.     But  even  this  stirred  them  only  indifferently. 

We  visited  the  alcalde  in  his  quarters.  He  was 
bristly-haired,  clad  in  cotton  shirt  and  drawers,  and  bare- 
legged, like  the  rest.  Otticial  business  for  the  day  was 
over,  but  he  showed  us  the  cell  in  which  on  occasion  he 
locked  up  evil-doers.  He  was  said  to  administer  justice 
impartially  to  the  rich  and  poor  alike,  and  with  a  natural 
good-sense.  But  for  occasional  perversions  of  justice  ef- 
fected by  a  Spanish  secretary'  he  was  obliged  to  employ, 
he  himself  beitig  illiterate,  it  was  tliought  that  his  court 
averaged  well  with  the  more  pretentious  tribunals  of  the 
country. 

We  rode  back  by  a  different  way,  through  a  large,  cool 
wood.  It  abounded  in  interesting  orchids,  and  there  was 
an  undergrowth  of  coffee  ran  wild,  the  glossy  green  of 
its  leaves  as  shining  as  if  just  wet  by  rain.  There  was 
not  that  excessive  tangle  and  luxuriance  supposed  to  be 
characteristic  of  the  tropica;  our  own  woods  are  quite  as 
ran»pant.  All  that  is  found,  you  Icarn,  iu  Tdiuantopcc,  for 
instunce,  ami  Central  Atnerica.  There  tree-growths  soize 
upon  a  dwelling,  cruucli  its  bones,  as  it  were,  and  hear  up 
part  of  the  walls  into  the  air;  and  it  is  vegetable  more 
than  animal  life  that  is  feared.  We  forded  three  pretty 
brooks,  and  came  to  an  uplaud  where  cows  were  pastur- 
ing, and  the  steeples  of  Cordoba  were  agaiu  in  sight. 
Our  young  guide  lassoed  a  cow,  led  her  to  a  shed  where 
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tobacco  was  drjiDg,  and  offered  ns  the  refreshment  of  a 
draught  of  new  milk. 

Being  asked  if  this  were  quite  regular  and  correct,  he 
answered  that  the  cows  were  there  at  pasturage  in  charge 
of  his  nncle.    I  trnst  that  this  was  so. 
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XVII. 

PtlEBLA,  CHQLVLA,  TLAXCALA, 


You  turn  off  from  the  jtinctioii  of  Apizaco,  on  tho  Vera 
Cruz  railway,  to  go  to  the  large,  tine  city  of  Puebla.  It 
is  the  capLtnl  of  the  state  of  tlie  same  name,  and  has 
population  of  about  seventy-seven  tliotisand.  Many  pros- 
perou8ya/ym*a*  (faetories)  are  seen  aU»ng  the  fertile  val- 
ley of  approach;  then  tlie  forte,  attacked  and  defended 
on  the  great  Cinco  de  Mayo,  appear  on  the  hills,  looking 
down,  like  Mont  Valerieu  and  Charentori  above  Paris. 

Certainly  everything  out  of  Mexico  is  not  Cuatitlan. 
Puehla  is  very  clean,  well  paved,  and  well  drained.  The 
streets  are  not  too  wide,  iis  matiy  of  theitj  are  at  the  capi- 
tal. I  thou^^ht  oui-  hotel,  De  Diligeneias,  which  was  very 
well  kept,  by  a  Frenchman,  mnch  better  than  the  Itnr- 
bide.  It  had  been  a  palace  in  its  day,  and  had  traces  yet 
of  armorial  sculptures.  Our  rooms  opcficd  upon  a  wide 
upper  colonnade,  where  the  table  was  spread.  It  was  full 
of  flowers,  which  shut  out  whatever  might  have  been 
disagreeable  to  the  eye  below.  I  am  bound  to  admit  that 
the  remorseless  mocking-bird  sang  all  night  auiong  lliem. 
I  have  mentioned  heretofore  the  tiled  front  of  a  shop, 
"La  r^iiidad  de  Mexico."  A  picturesque  mosain-work  in 
tilori  of  earthenware  and  china  upon  a  ground  of  blood- 
red  stone  abounds.  Sometimes  it  is  a  diagonal  pattern, 
covering  a  wJiole  surface;  again  only  a  broad  wainscot  or 
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frieze.  Plaques,  representing  saints,  which  yon  take  at 
tii'st  for  hand-bills,  are  let  into  walls.  These  tiles  a]*e 
made  at  Paebla,  where  there  are  as  many  as  ten  fabriem 
of  them,  the  best  in  the  conntry.  I  visited  one  of  tliese, 
found  the  manufacture  cheap,  and  brought  away  some 
specimens.  The  workmanship  is  rude  and  hasty,  but  the 
effect  artistic  and  adapted  to  its  purpose.  The  most  lib- 
eral example  of  their  use,  and  one  of  the  most  charming 
interiors  I  liave  ever  seen,  was  that  of  what  is  now  the 
Ca^ta  de  DenienUs^  or  lunatic  asylum  for  men,  of  the  state 
of  Pnebla.  It  was  formerly  a  convent  of  tlie  nuns  of 
Santa  Rosa,  and  wiis  decorated  after  their  tnste.  En- 
trance, vestibule,  stairs,  central  court,  and  cloisters,  with 
fountain  in  the  centre ;  bahtstnide,  benches,  tanks  and 
bath-tube,  kitchen  furnace,  and  numberless  little  gurderi 
courts,  are  all  encrusted  with  quaint  ceramics.  It  is  like 
walking  about  in  some  magnitied  piece  of  jewelry.  Tlie 
blue-and-yellow  fountain  in  its  coui-t  ia  as  Moorish  as 
anything  in  Morocco. 

Tiiere  are  forty-two  patients  in  this  institution,  with  an 
attendant  appointed  to  each  ten.  The  ricli  among  tliem 
pay  $10  a  niontii,  the  rest  nothing.  Another  one,  Sau 
Roqne,  contains  thirty-two  women,  also  maintained  by  the 
stat4».  The  general  hospital,  of  San  Pedro,  another  large 
ex-convent,  with  a  nice  garden,  was  clean,  cool,  and  well 
ordered;  and — curious  feature  to  note — departments  for 
allopath  and  homceopath  arranged  impartially  side  by 
aide.  Tliese  governments  take,  officially,  no  sides  with 
either,  bot  give  them  both  a  sliowing. 

The  Catiiedrul  at  Puebla  is  equal  in  magnificence  to 
that  at  Mexico.  There  is  the  U6ual  Zocalo,  full  of  charm- 
ing plants,  before  it.  The  large  theatre,  "De  Guerrero,'' 
entered  by  a  passage  from  the  portalee,  had  but  a  scant 
audience  on  tJie  evening  of  our  attendance,  bat  was  itself 
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worthy  of  inspection.  It  had  four  tiers  of  boxes  and  a 
pit;  the  decoration  wns  in  white  and  gold,  upon  a  ground 
of  bhie-and-vvliite  wull-piiper,  tbe  wliolc  of  u  chaste  and 
elegant  effect.  Tlie  peasant  costumes  of  women  in  each 
of  the  provinces  vary  in  colors  and  material^  thou<^h  the 
Bame  general  shapes  are  preserved.  At  Cordoba,  white 
and  striped  cotton  stuffs  were  in  order;  at  Mexico, 
Egjptian-Iooking  bhie-and-black  woollen  goods.  Those 
iti  all  this  part  of  the  country  T  thought  particularly 
pleasing ;  and  the  great  market  and  gay  Parian,  or  ba- 
zaar, where  they  are  principally  displayed,  were  not  soon 
exhausted  as  a  spectacle.  The  men  are  usually  bare- 
legged, and  in  white  cotton.  Tn  the  warm  part  of  the 
day  they  carry  their  bright-colored  scrapes  folded  over 
one  shoulder,  and  when  it  is  cooler  put  them  on,  by  sim- 
ply inserting  their  heads  through  the  slit. 

Now  comes  by  a  woman  in  white,  with  a  red  cap  and 
girdle;  now  two  girls  of  fourteen,  all  in  white,  hurrying 
swiftly  along  under  heavy  burdens.  Hero  are  women  in 
embroidered  jackets,  otiiers  in  cliemises,  with  profuse 
bands  of  colored  beiids,  or  rebosos  of  rayed  stuff,  like  tbe 
Algerian  burnous.  Skirts  are  of  white  blanket  material, 
with  borders  of  blue,  or  blue  with  white,  or  yellow. 
The  principal  garment  is  a  mere  skirt  of  nncnt  goods, 
wrapped  around  the  hips  and  kept  in  placo  by  a  briglit 
girdle.  Above  this  is  whatever  fantastic  waist  one 
pleases,  or  a  garment  with  an  opening  for  the  head,  after 
the  fashion  of  the  scrape.  To  all  this  is  added  a  profu- 
sion of  neukliices  of  large  beads,  amber,  blue,  and  green, 
and  large  silver  ear-rings,  or  others  of  glass,  in  the  Mex- 
ican national  colors,  green,  white,  and  red.  There  is  a 
universal  carrying  of  burdens.  The  u»en  acconimodnte 
theirs  in  a  large  wooden  onge  divided  into  coinpartments. 
The  women  tio   over  their  backs  budgets  done  up  in  a 
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png  of  coarse  magrucy  fibre.  Often  they  carry  a  child 
or  ail  earthen  jar  in  it;  or,  when  full,  pile  a  large  green 
or  red  water-jar  on  the  top. 

A  (fording  so  abundant  material  for  the  artist,  they 
were  exccsdively  suspiL-ious  of  any  attempt  to  turn  it  to 
acconnt.  There  were  traditions  amoni;  them  that  bad 
luck  would  be  encountered  should  th(3y  allow  pictures  to 
be  taken.  It  was  to  take  away  something  from  them- 
selves, and  they  would  be  left  incomplete — probably  to 
waste  and  die.  Nor  could  their  costumes  be  bouglit  from 
them  except  with  gi-eat  difficulty.  Much  as  still  remains, 
there  has  been  a  great  change,  and  disnp|>ear.ince,  since 
the  close  of  Maximilian^s  empire,  of  local  peculiarities  in 
dress.  There  has  been  a  disappearance,  tao,  with  the  ad- 
Tent  of  machinery  and  imported  notions,  of  many  pretty 
band-made  articles  that  formerly  adorned  the  markets. 
Among  these  were  carvings  in  charcoal,  once  of  a  pecnl- 
iar  excellence.  Of  those  that  remain  still  of  great  in- 
terest are  life-like  puppets,  in  wax  and  wood,  of  figures 
of  the  country,  costumed  after  their  several  types. 

On  the  evening  of  May  19th,  as  we  sat  at  dinner  in 
the  hotel  corridor,  down  came  the  rain  in  the  conrt.  In 
a  few  momenta  a  row  of  long  gargoyles  were  spouting 
streams  which  were  white  against  the  blackness,  and 
crossed  one  another  like  a  set  display.  "Ta/  for  the 
rainy  season  !"  said  the  host.  It  usually  begins  by  the 
15th.  "TW/o/  ten  months  past  in  which  we  have  had 
scarcely  a  drop !" 

As  almost  any  desired  climate  can  be  had  by  varying 
more  or  less  the  altitude,  the  rainy  season  is  of  variable 
date  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  At  Mexico  it  is 
very  mnch  later.  1  did  not  find  it,  either  here  or  elsewhere, 
so  incommoding  as  might  be  fancied.  It  rains  princi[>al- 
\y  at  night,  and  the  succeeding  day  is  bright  and  clear. 
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In  Mexico,  as  in  California,  the  rainy  season  means  that 
in  wliicli  rain  fallR  about  as  with  us,  while  the  dry  sea- 
son is  that  in  which  there  is  none  at  all. 


Have  any  forgotten  the  trap^'c  advent,  and  preliminary 
agitations,  of  the   entry  of  Cortez  into  the  sacred  city 
of  Choliila?     lie  assembled  the  caciques  and  notables  in 
the  gi*eat  sqnare,  and,  at  a  given  fiigiiul,  turned  his  arms 
npon  them  and  slew  them,  to  the  number  of  three  thon- 
eand.     lie  iuid  discovered  an  artful  plot  among  them  for 
the  destruction  of  liiis  army,  and  it  wjis  liis  aim  in  this  way 
to  strike  such  a  terror  into  the  country  that  he  should 
liavB  done  with  such  tilings  once  for  all.     Tlie  god  wor- 
shipped at  Cholnla  was  a  far  milder  one  than  the  bloody 
war  god  at  Mc'xico — tlic  peaceful  Quetzalcoatl,  God  of  the 
Air.    He  instructed  the  people  in  agriculture  and  the  arts. 
IIis  reign  was  a  golden  age.     Cotton  grew  already  tinted 
with  gorgeous  dyes,  atjd  a  single  car  of  maize  was  as 
much  as  a  man  could  carry.     To  iiis  honor  the  largest  of 
at]  the  tcocallis  and  tcjnplcs  was  erected.     He  was  repre- 
sented with  painted  shield,  jewelled  sceptre,  and  pinnies 
of  lire.     Could  Cortez  have  waited  till  now  (such  are  the 
changes  of  time)  lie  might  have  gone  into  Cholula  from 
Puebla,  to  the  foot  of  this  very  pyramid,  in  a  beautiful 
horse-car.     A  tram-way,  ultimately  to  l>c  extendetl,  and 
operated  by  steam,  reached  to  tlds  point,  a  distance  of  six 
miles,  and  our  conveyance  was  a  horse-car  with  a  glass 
front  (Xew  York  built)  which  I  have  never  seen  equalled 
elsewhere.     The  driver  of  it  was  a  Tennessee  negro,  who 
had  married  an  Indiun  maid  and  settled,  much  respected, 
in  the  country,     lie.  had  formerly  been  body-servant  of  a 
Mexican  general,  had  travelled  with  him  in  the  Unitod 
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States  and  Europe,  and  picked  up  eeveral  languages.  He 
called  upon  ns  afterward  at  our  hotel,  to  politely  inquire 
our  impressions  of  his  trarn-waj. 

The  principal  features  of  the  trip  were  exquisite  views 
of  Popocatepetl  and  IxtacilmatI  across  jr'ellow  grain-fields; 
A  dilapidated  convent  turned  to  an  iron  founder^  ;  an  old 
aqueduct  crossing  the  plain  ;  a  Spanish  bridge,  sculpt- 
ured with  armorial  bearings,  across  the  liver  Atoyac; 
and  a  fine  grist-mill;  and  fartlier  on  a  cotton-inill,  turned 
by  the  water-power  of  the  same  river. 

There  has  been  a  controversy  as  to  whether  the  great 
mound  was  natural  or  artificial  in  origin.  I  do  not  see 
how  there  can  be  doubt  about  it  now,  for  where  numerous 
deep  cuts  have  been  made  in  it,  for  roads  or  cultivation, 
the  artificial  structure  of  adobe  bricks  is  plainly  visible, 
8uGh  a  place  as  it  is  to  lie  upon  at  ense  and  dream  and  go 
back  to  the  traditions  of  the  past!  You  may  cast  youi-self 
down  nnder  large  trees  growing  on  tlie  now  ragged  slopes, 
or  by  the  pilgrimage  chapel  on  the  crest^  where  the  God  of 
the  Air  ouce  reared  his  grotesque  bulk.  Thcro  is  a  sculpt- 
ared  cross,  dated  1666,  at  the  edge  of  the  terrace,  and 
roee-bnshes  grow  out  of  the  pavement.  I  know  of  no 
prospect  of  fertile  hill  and  dale,  scattered  with  quaint  vil- 
lages, in  any  country  that  surpasses  it.  An  American 
was  there  that  day  with  the  purpose  of  buying  a  haci- 
enda, if  he  could  find  one  suitable,  and  I  for  one  thought 
there  were  many  plans  much  less  sensible. 

Cholula  had  four  hundred  towers  in  its  pagan  times, 
and  it  niay  have  had  round  nbont  it  almost  as  many  spires 
when  the  Christian  domination  succeeded.  Let  me  recite 
the  nanics  of  a  few  of  the  villages  seen  from  the  top 
«jf  the  great  pyrauiid,  all  with  their  churches,  by  twos 
and  threes,  or  more:  San  Juan;  San  Andres;  Santiago; 
Chicotengo;   La  Santissima;   La  Solcdad ;  San  Rafael; 
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San  Pablo  Mexicalcingo ;  San  Diego ;  La  Madalena ; 
Santa  Marta ;  Santa  Maria;  San  Isidore;  San  Jnan  Cal- 
vario ;  San  Jnan  Tlnniitlu;  Snn  Mateo;  San  Miguelito 
(Little  Saint  Michael);  Jesus;  San  Sebastiau. 

One  of  the  old  churches  lying  deserted  in  the  fields 
might  be  purcliased,  no  doubt,  and  utilized  for  the  basis 
of  a  picturesque  manor-licuse.  Suppose  we  should  take 
yonder  one,  for  instance,  down  by  the  Flaciendita  de 
Cruce  Vivo — the  Little  Hacienda  of  the  Living  Cross  ? 
A  cloud  is  just  now  passing  over,  marking  the  place 
with  a  dark  patch.  A  brook  is  leaping  white  tJirough 
the  meadow,  trees  stretch  bat-k  from  the  walls,  and  the 
rest  lying  in  strong  light  is  divided  by  patches  of  an  ex- 
quisite cultivation  with  tlie  regularity  of  market-gardens. 

We  dined,  at  Cholula,  at  the  clean  Fonda  de  la  Re- 
forma,  in  a  large,  brick-floored  room,  invaded  by  flowers 
from  a  court-yard  garden.  No  people  can  fashion  such 
charming  homes  without  excellent  traits;  so  much  ia  pos- 
itive beyond  dispute.  Wo  were  admitted,  I  think,  to  the 
residence  portion  of  the  house,  the  owner  of  which  was  a 
doctor,  and  we  examined,  while  waiting  for  our  repast,  a 
lot  of  his  antiquated  medical  books,  some  dating  from 
1700. 

Tlie  plaza  is  as  large  as  at  Mexico,  but  grass-grown — for 
the  place  is  of  but  modest  pretensions  now — and  lonely, 
except  on  market-day,  when  the  scene  is  as  gay  and  the 
costumes  even  prettier  than  at  Puebla  itself.  In  the  cen- 
tre is  a  Zocalo;  at  one  side  a  vast  array  of  battlcmented 
churches.  That  of  tlie  Capilla  Real,  consisting  of  three 
in  one,  is  now  decayed  and  abandoned.  On  the  other  is 
a  fine  colonnade  devoted  to  the  Aynntamienta,  or  towD 
council,  with  the  jail.  What  a  pity  it  is  that  we  have  so 
scant  accounts  left  us  of  the  life  of  Mexico  when  all  this 
feudal  magniiicence  was  in  full  blast! 
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I  cannot  Bay  just  why  I  visited  bo  many  prisons.  Per- 
haps becanse  they  were  always  nnder  the  eye,  adjoining 
the  public  offices,  and  the  prisoners  were  a  cheerful  lot, 
who  did  what  they  could  to  attract  attention.  At  Cho- 
lula  we  found  thcni  weaving,  on  a  primitive  kind  of 
hand-loom,  bright  sashes  of  red  and  blue,  which  are  sold 
in  part  for  their  own  benefit.  Their  accommodations 
compared  favorably  witli  the  barracks  along-side.  When 
we  asked  questions  about  them  they  stopped  work  and 
listened  attentively.  Tlic  guards,  I  fancy,  thought  we 
were  trying  to  identify  some  persona  who  Lad  robbed  ns 
— not  conceiving  of  such  a  visit  for  the  pure  pleasnre 
of  it. 

III. 

"When  I  inquired  the  way  to  Tlaxcala  there  was  such 
an  ignorance  on  the  subject  at  my  hotel,  at  Puebia,  that  it 
alniost  seemed  as  if  I  was  the  first  person  who  could  ever 
have  been  tliere.  A  luxurious  Eriglbfiman  abandoned 
me  at  this  part  of  the  expedition,  claiming  that  nobody 
know  whether  there  were  conveyances  from  the  junction, 
whether  tliere  were  even  inns.  It  seemed  to  him  a  cafie 
of  sitting  on  a  Tlaxcalan  door-step  and  perishing  of  hun- 
ger, or  being  washed  away  by  the  torrents  of  the  rainy 
season.  I  found,  however,  that  tliere  was  a  choice  of  two 
tmins  a  day,  and  went  on  ulone.  What  then  i  I  suppose 
Cortex  did  rather  ujorc  than  tluit,  Tlaxcala  was  the  moet 
undaunted  and  terrible  of  all  his  enemies.  lie  made  his 
way  to  it  after  insuperable  obstacles,  and  it  was  only  by 
the  alliance  of  the  warlike  Tlaxcalans,  when  he  had  finally 
won  them  over  to  his  cause,  that  he  effected  the  conqnefit| 
of  Mexico. 

The   recollection   had  involuntarily  given    mo    rather, 
dark  and  depressing   ideas  of  Tlaxcala,  as  a  place  of] 
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gloomy  forests  and  gorges  suited  for  martial  resistance. 
Wito  tbnt  has  not  seen  it,  I  wonder,  has  the  propei*  con- 
ception of  Tlaxcala? 

IV. 

It  is  not  gloomy;  tliere  are  no  forests;  the  country  is 
open  and  rolling;  and  the  name  "Tlaxcala,"  it  now  ap- 
pears, 38  fertility,  the  "  Land  of  Bread."  I  left  at  11  a.m., 
nod  arrived  at  the  village  of  Santa  Ana,  on  the  railroad 


to  Api 


of  honrs.     After  a  time  a  convey 


►izaco, 
ance  was  to  be  iiau,  in  tue  snape  or  a  auapKJatea  nacK 
drawn  by  three  horses,  in  the  lead,  and  two  mules.  This 
was  nin  as  a  stage-line  to  TIaxc-ala;  and  in  an  hour  niorCf 
largely  uf  tionndering  over  ruts  and  following  the  beds 
of  swollen  brooks — for  nobody  ever  thinks  of  mending  a 
road  in  Mexico — we  were  there.  We  met,  on  the  way,  the 
carriage  of  the  state  Governor,  an  ancient  eoupt',  improved 
by  the  addition  of  a  boot,  and  drawn  by  two  horses  and 
two  mwles.  I  was  deposited  on  the  bidewjilk  at  the  np})er 
side  of  a  plaza,  and  scrutinized  keenly  when  there  by  tlie 
sliop-keepcrs  of  the  surrounding  arcades  and  loungers  on 
comfortable  stone  benches. 

Tlaxcalan   allies,  in   the  shape  of  a  small   bny  and   a 

larger  assistant,  seized  upon  my  satchel,  and  we  set  out 

for  a  personal  insj>eetion  of  such  houses  of  entertainment 

a»were  to  be  heard  of.     The  Posada  of  Genius  wns  alto- 

^thcr  too  wretched  and  shabby,  as  is  apt  to  be  the  way 

w^tli  genius.     The  Meson  of  the  —  I  have  forgotten  its 

name — was  too  full  to  offer  accommodation,  and  had  a 

^»oro6e  landlord,  who  seemed  to  rejoice  in  the  fact.      I 

^^e  at  last  to  a  house  where  simply  ehambcrs  were  to 

**^  let.    It  was  highly  commended  by  my  smaller  Tlaxca- 

^^  ally,  a  very  rapid-talking  small  boy.  with  the  air  of 

''*^G  inuch  in  the  habit  of  dinlging  nnssiles. 
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"It  will  be  two  reals"  (twentj-tive  cents)  "the  night, 
as  yon  see  it/'  said  the  proprietor,  waving  a  Land  in  au 
interior  bare  of  furniture. 

"Ah  !  two  rcale  tlie  night!" 

"But  perhaps  the  gentletuau  would  desire  also  a  bed, 
a  wash-stand,  and  a  lookinp-glass?"' 

"  Yes,  let  us  say  a  bed,  wash-stand,  and  looking-glase." 

"Tlien  it  will  be  four  reals  the  night." 

The  larger  Tlaxcnlan  allj,  who  had  had  nothing  to  do, 
established  a  claim  fur  services  by  offering  praise  of  each 
successive  article  of  furniture  as  it  was  brought  in,  as, 
^^Muy  huena  canuij  seflorT^  ^^Muy  honito  e^pejoP^ — "A 
y^ry  fine  bed,  sefiorl"  "A  very  chainiing  mirror,  sefior!" 
— atid  the  like. 


V. 

Now,  all  this  is  all  exactly  as  it  happened,  and  one 
should  hardly  be  compelled  to  spoil  a  good  story  by  add- 
ing to  it.  Yet  this  ap{:>earance  of  amusing  stupidity  is 
dissipated,  after  all,  by  remembering  the  inetliods  of 
travel  in  the  country.  Miuiy,  or  most,  journeys  are 
made  on  horseback,  and  the  guest  is  likely  to  want  only 
a  room  where  ho  can  lock  up  his  saddle  and  saddle-bags 
and  sleep  on  his  own  blankets,  or,  if  luxurious,  on  a  light 
cot,  carried  with  other  baggage  on  a  pack  nuile.  This  is 
all  the  accommodation  provided  at  the  general  run  of 
the  mesones. 

At  the  Fonda  y  Cafe  de  la  Sociedad  I  supped,  by  the 
light  of  two  candles,  witii  a  geutlema?)  in  long  riding- 
boots,  who  had  a  paper-mill  in  the  neighborhood.  Tie 
told  me  that  he  had  learned  the  busincsd  at  Philadelphia. 
He  was  of  a  friendly  disposition,  and  declared  that  I  was 
to  consider  him  henceforth  my  correspondent,  so  far  as 
1  might  have  need  of  one,  on  all  matters,  commercial  and 
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otlierwi&e,  at  Tlnxcnla.  And  to  tliat  extent  I  may  say  I 
do  so  consider  him  to  this  dfiv. 

My  room  had,  tirst,  a  pair  of  ghiss  doors,  then  a  pair  of 
lieavy  wooden  ones,  and  opened  on  a  damp  iitlle  court, 
in  which  tlic  rain  was  fulling.  There  were  do  windows 
nor  transonu  positively  no  other  opeuini^  than  a  conple 
of  diminutive  holes  in  tlie  wooden  door,  like 

"The  fiery  eyes  of  Pauguk  glnring  at  him  tlirougli  rhe  darkueas," 

as  one  awoke  to  them  in  the  early  morning.  An- 
other streak  under  the  door  figured  as  a  sort  of  mouth. 
There  was  a  clashing  of  swords  in  a  corner  of  the  shady 
and  handsome  Zocalo  wlicn  1  M*cnt  out,  and  I  fancied  at 
first  a  duel,  but  it  was  only  a  couple  of  Ramlt'a  going 
through  their  sabre  exercise  under  direction  of  an  officer. 
The  morning  was  briglit  and  beautiful.  Hucksters  were 
patting  up  their  stands  in  tJie  arcades  for  the  day^s  busi- 
ness. A  new  market  elsewhere,  consisting  of  a  series  of 
light,  open  pavilions,  wasione  of  the  best  in  arrangement 
1  have  ever  seen. 

Tlaxcala  recalls  some  such  provincial  Italian  place  as 
Este,  seat  of  the  famous  historic  house  of  that  name.  It 
has  once  been  more  important  than  now.  The  persons 
of  principal  consideration  are  the  state  employe!;.  It  is 
the  capital  of  the  smallest  of  the  states,  tlie  Kliodu  Islaud 
or  Delaware  of  the  Mexican  federation.  I  entered  the 
quarters  of  the  Legislature,  and  found  there  the  Gov- 
ernor, a  small,  fat,  Indian -looking  man,  scarred  with  a 
deep  cut  on  his  cheek,  conferring  witii  a  committee  of 
his  law-makers.  There  are  eight  of  these  in  all,  and  they 
receive  an  annual  stipend  of  Ij^lOOO  each.  In  tde  legisla- 
tive hall  a  space  is  railed  ofiE  for  the  president  and  two 
eecrelarics.  There  is  a  little  tiiljune  at  this  rail,  from 
which  the  speeches  are  made.     The  members  face  each 
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other,  iu  two  rows,  and  comfortably  sinoko  during  thuir 
sessiouB,  after  the  custom  of  the  Congress  at  Mexico  also. 
The  rest  is  reserved  for  spectators.  On  the  walls  are  four 
quaint  old  portraits  of  the  earliest  chiefs  converted  to 
Christianity,  all  with  **Don'*  before  their  names. 

The  secretary  of  the  Ayuntamienta  has  in  a  glass  case 
iu  his  office  S(nuc  few  idols,  the  early  charter  of  the  city 
and  regulations  of  the  province,  and  the  tattered  silken 
banner  carried  hy  Cortez  in  the  conquest.  This  last,  once 
a  nch  crimson,  is  faded  to  a  shabby  coffee-color,  and  the 
silver  has  vanished  from  its  spear-head,  showing  copper 
beneath.  Tossed  into  corners  were  two  large  heaps  of 
old,  velluru-boinid  books  from  the  convents.  This  is  a 
common  enough  sight  in  Mexico.  Treaeares  are  abun- 
dant here  which  our  own  connoisseurs  would  delight  to 
treat  with  the  greatest  respect.  Apart  from  this  there  \» 
no  other  museum  nor  especial  display  of  antiquity.  The 
town,  kept  nicely  whitewaslied,  looks  rather  new.    It  con- 

tains,howcver,  the  oldest  church 
in  Mexico.  The  chapel  of  San 
Francisco,  part  of  a  dismantled 
convent,  now  used  as  a  barracks, 
hcare  the  date  of  1529,  and  with- 
in it  are  the  first  baptismal  font 
(the  same  in  which  the  Tlaxea- 
lan  chiefs  above-mentioned  were 
baptized  by  Cortez)  and  the  tirst 
Christian  pulpit  in  America. 
The  ceiling  is  of  panelled  cedar, 
picked  ont  with  gilded  suns  and 
the  like.  The  approach  is  up  an  inclined  plane,  shaded 
with  ash-trees.  Through  three  large  arches  of  an  entrance 
ite-way,  flanked  by  a  tower,  the  town  below  appears  as 
through  a  series  of  frames.      A  massive  church  in  the 
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town  plaza  was  cracked  and  unfitted  for  use  by  an  earth- 
quake in  the  year  ISOO,  and  its  ruins  stand  untouched, 
with  the  bells  still  hanging  in  the  steeple. 


9. 
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To  counterbalance  this  a  modern  church,  very  white, 
and  a  landmark  to  \\\\  tlie  country  round  about,  has  been 
put  up  on  the  liii^h  hill  of  Ocatlan,  a  couple  of  niiiea 
bnck.  I  climl>ed  there  and  looked  down  niK>n  the  pros- 
pect. "Women  imd  ^irla  were  £;<'in^  up  to  the  sanetnary 
with  bunches  of  roses,  on  some  religions  errand-  There 
wore  wild  pinka  by  the  wayside,  the  air  was  full  of  the 
twittering  of  birds,  and  the  cliimes  ran^  musically. 
Looked  down   upon    from  the  height,  Tlaxcala  was  seen 
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geutleiuai)  confided  to  nie,  mysteriously,  that,  since  spend- 
ing some  time  here,  lie  had  reason  to  believe  that  thei*e 
were  mines  of  silver  and  gold  in  the  vicinity.  In  fact, 
he  knew  of  some.  ''An  Indian,  8<.)me  years  ago,"  he  said, 
"  brought  to  the  padre  of  one  of  the  churches  two  pa- 
pers containing  a  tine  dust.  It  was  pon4ht>  iVor — gold- 
dust — nutliinii^  less.     Wlmt  do  you  think  of  that  T^ 

I  thought  highly  of  it — as  I  always  do  of  treasure 
Btories;  nothing  is  more  entertaining. 

"There  are  indications,  in  reading  history,"  he  went 
on,  "tliat  nnich  of  the  supply  of  tiie  jirecious  mctala  in 
the  time  of  the  Conquerors  was  taken  from  here.  You 
:u*e  aware  that  most  of  the  valunblo  mines  were  aban- 
doned by  the  Spaniards  in  tlie  terrors  of  the  War  of  In- 
dependence, and  have  never  since  been  worked.  Often 
their  very  location  Itas  been  forgotten.  I  have  a  friend 
here  who  has  certain  knowledge  of  a  place  wlveve  pomlre 
J^or  can  be  found.'' 

He  paused,  perhaps  to  allow  an  offer  to  be  made  for 
An  interest  in  the  attractive  enterprise,  but  none  was 
made. 

He  continued,  alluringly  :  '*  It  is  my  intention  to  enter 
into  thorough  explorations,  now  that  I  have  leisure,  aa 
euon  as  my  health  is  slightly  more  restored." 

I  took  the  seat  beside  the  driver  on  the  ancient  convey- 
ance, going  back  to  Santa  Ana.  We  went  along  sandy 
lanes,  in  which  the  rain  of  tlie  night  before  was  altnctst 
dry,  and  between  hedges  of  maguey.  Maize  on  the  right 
— tall  but  slender,  and  without  tlie  large  ears  we  are  ac- 
cnstomed  to;  barley  and  %v}jeat  on  the  left.  All  tlie 
country  fertile.  Malinciie  boldly  in  sight,  and  a  sky  of 
rolling  clouds,  as  in  Holland.  Shoek-lieaded  Indian  chil- 
dren, with  u  Chinese  louk,  holding  babies,  and  peering  at 
lis  out  of  rifts  in  palisades  of  organ-cactus.     Bright  skeins 
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of  wool  in  door-yards,  and  glimpses  of  peasants  weaving 
serapes  in  interiors.  I  recollect  that  morning  as  one  of 
a  few  of  unalloyed  content.  Perhaps  it  was  because,  in 
being  at  Tlaxcala,  I  had  gratified  a  cariosity  of  an  excep- 
tional eagerness. 
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XVIII. 

MINES  AND  MINING    TRAITS,  AT  PACHUCA  AND  REOLA. 


We  bought  tickctfi  for  Pachnca  nt  the  Kotel  Gillow, 
in  Mexico.  Pachuca,  one  of  the  earliest,  and  richest,  of 
the  mining  districts  in  t!ie  country,  notable  for  both  its 
earlier  and  later  liistory,  is,  fortunately,  also  one  of  the 
most  accessible  to  the  traveller  from  the  capital. 

We  took  the  train,  from  Enena  Vista  Station»  at  six  in 
tl)e  morning.  At  Onieltiisco,  forty  miles  down  the  Vera 
Cruz  Line,  a  group  of  dilfgences  stood  in  waiting.  Our 
own  proved  to  be  drawn  by  eight  mules — two  wheelers, 
foor  in  the  centre,  and  two  leaders.  We  jolted  along  exe- 
crable roads,  turned  out  where  the  mud-holes  threatened 
to  engulf  us,  and  rode  instead  over  In'gh  uiuguey  stumps 
which  threatened  to  liurl  us  back  into  them.  The  coun- 
try was  covered  with  nm<;ueye.  The  driver,  by  whom  I 
sat,  on  the  box-seat,  for  the  better  view  of  what  was  pars- 
ing, asked  me,  in  a  patronizing  way, 

"Have  the  Norte  Americanos  n\'&o  pidqucf  and  do 
they  se  horra<;hau  (get  drunk)  with  it,  like  people  here?" 

We  reached  San  Agostin,  a  shabby  adobe  hamlet,  at 
eleven  oVlock,  watted  there  a  while  for  tlie  Philadelphia- 
built  horse-car  on  the  tramway,  of  which  I  have  before 
spoken,  and  were  at  Pachuca  about  sundown.  As  to  sce- 
nery, historically,  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  its  re- 
turns,  Pachuca  is  rivalled  among  mining  districts  perhaps 
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only  by  Guainijuato;  but  tlie  place  itself  is  shabby,  and, 
lying  nine  tbotisiind  fcot  abovo  the  sea,  its  atinosplicrc  is 
niw  and  jieiielratirij;  even  in  July.  Rei^nlarly  every  after- 
noon blow  up  a  breeze  and  a  dust  like  those  which  have 
attained  celebrity  at  San  Francisco. 

There  were  said  to  be  ten  thousand  miners  at  work  in 
the  rli.strict.  PerhajiB  five  hundred  are  Britisli  subjects, 
originally  from  the  tin  nnnes  of  Cornwall.  They  mani- 
fest in  their  new  surronndings  a  rude  independence  of 
character  amounting  to  surliness.  I  heard  liere  of  my 
French  engineer  who  bad  been  sent  over  to  examine 
mining  property.  He  had  eccentrically  given  his  left 
hand,  after  a  way  some  Frenchmen  have,  to  the  captciin 
of  one  of  the  mines,  on  his  descent,  and  the  colony  talked 
of  nothing  but  this.  They  had  banded  togetlier  to  guy 
and  mislead  him  in  his  inquiries  as  much  as  possible,  and 
one  of  them  told  n^e,  with  a  bitterness  the  trivial  circum- 
stance hardly  seemed  to  wurnint,  that  if  he  came  again, 
with  his  supercilious  way  of  treating  people,  they  would 
try  to  tumble  him  into  some  pit.  Our  poor  friend,  I 
fear,  went  away»  if  he  believed  what  was  told  iiim,  with 
some  very  singular  items  of  information. 


IL 

Pueliiica  has  become  a  good-sized  city  within  a  com  par 
atively  modern  period,  wliile  Keal  del  Monte,  adjoining, 
once  more  important,  still  remains  a  village.  The  Eng- 
lish e]eu]cut  is  not  new  in  either.  There  was  probably 
more  of  it  toward  1827  than  even  now.  On  the  close  of 
the  War  of  Independence  an  impression  wont  abroad  of 
most  brilliant  profits  awaiting  whoever  would  furnish 
capital  to  reopen  and  work  the  old  Spanish  mines  aban- 
doned and  ruined  in  the  disasters  of  the  long  struggle. 
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The  idea  was  seized  upon  with  especial  aviditv  in  Eng- 
land. It  was  represented  that  but  two  simple  things  were 
needed  :  tlie  pumping  out  of  the  water  which  had  ac- 
cnmutatcd  in  the  disused  shafts,  and  impi'oved  macliinery 
fur  working  at  lower  levels,  than  those  which  had  been 
within  tlie  reach  of  the  primitive  appliances  of  the  coiin> 
try.  Seven  great  Englisii  companies  were  fotincd,  wliich 
proceeded  to  pour  out  niilhons  upon  millions  of  pounds, 
distributing  the  money  among  the  several  mining  dis- 
tricts of  chief  repute;  and  these  half  depopulated  Corn- 
wall for  laborers  for  the  new  iuteicsts.  Tlic  idea  was 
in  itself  a  good  one.  Mexico  had  produced  in  three  hun- 
dred years  of  mining,  according  to  the  e^titiiato  of  Iliitn- 
boldt,  $1,767,952,000  of  value  in  tlie  precious  metals. 
The  yield  had  been  going  on  before  tlie  Revolution  at 
the  rate  of  830,000,000  yearly.  It  waa  an  industry  of 
the  greatest  regularity.  From  3000  to  5000  mines  were 
in  operation,  and  constituted  its  chief  wealth.  Its  towns 
were  mining  towns;  its  great  families  mining  families. 
Tho  funds  from  tliis  source  had  built  the  churches,  the 
dams  for  irrigation  by  which  the  great  agricultural 
estates  were  brought  under  cultivation,  and  had  supplied 
the  gifts  and  loans  to  the  King  by  which  the  nobility 
secured  their  titles.  By  tlie  Revolution  tiiis  source  of 
wealth  was  exliausted  and  dried  up.  The  new  Congress 
of  the  country  felt  the  imperative  need  of  doing  some- 
thing to  reopen  it,  nml  encouraged  the  advent  of  foreign 
capital  by  a  legislation  which  is  still  felt  as  a  liberalizing 
influence  in  tnining  matters. 

The  idea  was  a  good  one,  as  I  say,  but  the  foreign  in- 
vestors did  not  sufficiently  estimate  the  difficulties  of  their 
undertaking,  the  novelty  of  the  country,  language,  per- 
sons, and  processes,  and  the  physical  obstacles  with  which 
they  had  to  deal.      Almost  without  exception  they  lost 
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money.  The  *'boonr^  of  1824  was  followed  by  a  panic 
in  1826,  a  general  depression  at  home,  and,  in  course  of 
time,  the  transfer  of  the  interests  to  cheaper  hands. 

Among  the  English  companies  mentioned  was  tlie  Real 
del  Monte  Company,  whieli  bought  up,  among  others,  all 
the  mines  of  the  Count  of  Rcj^la,  at  Real  del  Monte  and 
Pachuca.  These  had  produced  in  fifty  years  $2(»,500,*>00. 
Tiie  history  of  the  growth  of  the  Count*s  magnificence  is 
briefiy  this.  Hie  principal  vein,  the  Biscaina,  had  been 
worked  continuously  from  the  njiddlc  of  tlic  eixteenth 
century.  Its  yield  in  172C  was  nearly  $4,500,000.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century  it  was  abandoned 
in  consequence  of  the  itnposaibility  of  drainage  with  the 
defective  appliances  of  that  day.  A  shrewd  individual 
took  up  these  mines  anew  in  later  years,  and  aseocintcd 
w^ith  him  Don  Pedro  Tcrcros,  a  small  capitaliet,  who  be- 
came Ills  heir.  In  17C2  Teseros  struck  a  bonanza,  and  in 
twelve  yeai-s  took  out  ^fi,00O,O0O.  Qe  procured  the  title 
of  Connt  of  Regla  by  his  munificent  gifts  to  Charles  III., 
and,  investing  hia  money  judiciously,  entered  upon  the 
career  of  splendor  to  wliich  reference  has  heretofore  been 
made. 

By  1801,  however,  he  found  liimself  at  such  a  depth 
with  his  levels  that  the  yield  was  ineuflicient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  extraction,  and  the  mines  were  again  disused. 
It  was  in  this  condition  tliat  the  English  company  took 
them,  knowing  full  well  that  there  was  treasure  in  the 
deeper  levels,  and  proposing  to  bring  it  out  with  its 
improved  machinery  and  Cornish  labor. 

The  director  took  a  salary  of  ^40,000  a  year,  built  him- 
self a  castellated  palace,  and  rode  out  with  a  hod3'-gnard 
of  fifty  horsemen.  A  magnificent  road  was  built  to  Reg- 
la,  six  leagues  away.  The  only  access  thither,  for  the  six 
hundred  mules  of  the  Count  of  Regla,  had  been  by  a  dan- 
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gerons  bfidlo-patb.  Five  large  steam-engines  and  lesser 
uiacljinerj  were  dragged  up  from  the  coast  at  Vera  Cruz, 
occnpyiiig  the  labor  of  m  hiindrei]  men  and  seven  bnndred 
innles  for  five  months. 

In  all  this  prubnblj  a  million  pounds  was  consumed. 
Treasure  was  not  found  as  expected — what  there  was  ap- 
pearing instead  in  new  mines.  After  struggling  hope- 
lessly a  while  the  management  passed  into  other  hands. 
The  parade  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  costly  macliinery 
iold  out,  to  a  Mexican  company,  for  about  its  value  as 
old  iron,  and  then  the  property  began  to  pay. 

An  English  "Anglo-Mexican  Company"  also  owned 
mines  at  Pachuca,  and  in  like  manner  came  to  grief. 
There  was  an  element  of  luck  in  all  this,  too,  it  must  be 
admitted.  Less  timn  a  hundred  feet  from  wliere  work 
was  stopped  in  the  Rosario,  for  instance,  one  of  the  mines 
of  the  latter,  the  new  company  strnck  a  bonanza,  which 
has  been  paying  mnnificently  ever  since. 

The  present  director,  Sefior  Llandero  y  Cos,  a  brother 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  lives  in  tlm  same  castellated 
palace,  but  on  a  simpler  scale.  I  had  reason  to  know 
tl»at  even  he  had  had  not  a  little  to  eaffcr  from  the 
tierce  independence  of  Lis  surrounding  Cornishmcn.  1 
descended  into  two  of  the  richest  mines,  Santa  Gertrudis 
and  San  Uosario.  Of  these  Santa  Gertrudis  has  paid  in 
a  brief  space  tliirty-nine  dividends  of  $20,000  each. 


III. 

The  interior,  even  of  the  richest  Mexican  silver-mine, 
18  hardly  what  the  novice  might  expect.  You  put  a  can- 
dle, pasted  by  a  lump  of  mud,  on  the  top  of  your  hat  and 
crawl  through  nil  sorts  of  dark  and  dripping  holes.  Now 
and  then  a  guide  flashes  his  light  on  some  black  and  gray- 
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ish  discolorations  with  a  look  of  profeBsioual  pride,  but 
you  do  Dot  exactly  fall  dowu  iu  ec&tasy  over  these.  Tbere 
are  no  forks  and  spoons  hanging  ready  to  your  hand,  no 
presentation  plate,  nor  even  ingots.  The  heaps  of  ore 
about  the  shafts  do  not  glitter,  and  seem  good  for  little 
but  to  tnend  tlie  roads.  The  principal  shafts  are  about 
sixteen  feet  in  diameter,  tlie  galleries  five  by  eight,  and 
spaced  about  eighty  feet  apart.  At  the  San  Pedro  mine 
the  pumping-engine  was  of  one  hundred  and  tifty  horse- 
power, an<l  another  of  the  same  power  drew  up  tlie  mal- 
acate,  or  skip,  full  of  ore  in  bags  of  maguey  fibre.  In 
some  of  the  old  mines,  at  Guanajuato  and  San  Luis  Po- 
tosi,  they  tell  us,  peons  still  tote  the  ore  up  tlie  intermi- 
nable ladders  on  their  backs;  but  this^  I  think,  must  tie 
mre.  The  dcptfi  of  the  Santa  Gcrtrudis  is  about  six  hun- 
dred feet.  Tije  material  ie  marl,  Itmestone,  and  quartz, 
ail  of  a  soft  chariicter  and  easy  to  work,  but  requiring  a 
heavy  timbering-iip.  The  clothing  of  the  laborers  is  ran- 
sacked for  nuggets  by  three  separate  searcliers  in  turn,  as 
the}'  emerge  from  their  work. 

There  is  a  Government  School  of  Practical  Mining  at 
Pachuca,  to  which  students  are  sent  after  finishing  the 
theoretical  course  at  the  Mineria,  or  school  of  technology, 
in  Mexico.  The  director,  an  affable  man,  showed  us  the 
procesa  of  benciieiatiug,  or  extracting  the  metal  from  the 
rough  ore,  in  miniature.  Yon  see  the  rock  first  crushed 
and  reduced,  witli  water,  to  a  paste,  then  uiiugled  with 
sulphate  of  copper,  common  salt,  and  quicksilver,  which 
get  hold  of  the  metal.  The  quicksilver  is  afterward  with- 
drawn and  reserved  for  continued  use.  He  gave  me,  also^ 
a  pamphlet  of  his  on  a  new  form  of  application  of  **  La 
Acuion  Mechanica  del  Vientt*" — the  mechanical  action 
of  the  wind.  A  large  wind -mill  was  moving  in  the 
court-yard  made  in  accordance  with  his  principle,  which 
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substituted  large  zinc  cones  for  the  ordinary  sails  aud 
slats. 

The  extracting  proccfises  were  more  entertainingly  seen, 
however,  at  the  beneficiatin^  haciendas  theiiiselves.  Tlie 
**Loreto''  is  one  of  tlie  principal.  Tlie  01*6  is  crashed 
either  bj  the  Cornish  stamp,  wliich  dr^ps  a  succession  of 
iron-shod  beams  upon  it;  the  Chilean  mill,  which  grirtds 
it  by  means  of  superposed  revolving  stones;  or  the  ar- 
raMra.  The  last  is  the  most  primitive,  cheapest,  and  still 
most  in  use.  The  crushing  is  done  by  common  stones, 
hung  to  tlie  arms  of  a  horizontal  cross,  dragged  round  and 
round  in  a  circular  bed  bv  mule-power. 

Then  follows  the  making  of  fo/'Uis,  "the  patio  system," 
which  had  its  origin  here  in  1557.  Nutncrous  large  mud- 
pies  of  the  powdered  ore  and  water  are  laid  out  on  a  vast 
>pen  court  floored  with  wood.  The  chemicals  mentioned 
nre  thrown  in  in  successive  stages,  and  troops  of  broken- 
down  horses  are  driven  around  in  the  mass  for  from  two 
to  three  weeks  in  suecesfiion,  thoroughly  mingling  it  to- 

itlier.  It  is  then  brought  in  who(U-barrow  loiulK  to  wash- 
lijg-tanks,  where  men  and  boys  puddle  it  bai-e-lcgged  till 
the  metal  falls  to  the  bottom  and  the  detritus  runs  away, 
"llebcllious"  ores  are  treated  by  tirst  calcining,  then  sep- 
arating with  mercury  by  "  the  barrel  process."  This  last 
18  done  chlcily  at  the  hacienda  of  Velasco,  on  the  way  to 
Regla. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  mines  in  the  dis- 
trict, seven  are  worked  by  the  Real  del  MoiUe  Company. 
The  paying  mines  are  comparatively  new,  discovered 
M'ithin  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years.  The  old  Spanisli 
mines  do  not  pay,  and  are,  in  fact,  little  worked.  The 
stories  of  old  Spanish  mines,  abandoned,  perforce,  at  the 
date  of  the  Independence,  and  ready  to  yield  splendid 
rctnrns  to  whoever  will  reopen  them,  serves  very  well  as 
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romance;  but  it  must  be  rciiiombcroJ  that  sixty  years 
have  ela]>scd  since  tlie  Independence,  and  there  have  been 
plenty  of  prospectoi-s  with  a  shrewd  eye  for  gain  in  the 
country  in  the  mean  time.  Tlie  Mexicans  themsolvcfi  are 
^ood  miners.  It  will  not  do  to  look  on  with  amused,  con- 
tempt even  where  very  primitive  processes  are  largely 
retained,  for  these  are  often  better  adapted  to  the  j>ecnl- 
iar  conditiontt  than  any  otiiers.  Thus  the  puddling  of 
tlio  tort^xa  hy  mules  and  liumau  legs,  with  labor  at  but 
thirty  eents  a  day,  is  deliberately  preferred  to  machinery. 

Whoever  might  care  to  make  purchases  in  such  a  place 
would  do  well  to  buy  among  the  newly  discovered  mines. 
Or  one  may  yet  prospect  for  liiinself,  for  the  district  ap- 
pears by  no  incar»s  exiianstod.  Robbers  in  the  state  of 
Hidalgo  long  served  as  an  impediment  to  freedom  of 
prospecting  in  out-of-the-way  places,  and  it  is  only  of  late 
that  their  power  has  bceu  broken.  The  last  Governor 
is  said  to  have  shot  three  hundred  of  them.  Wild-cat 
pro|>ertics  and  pitfalls  of  the  usual  sort  await  the  un- 
wary liere.  That  perversity  which,  by  some  natural  law, 
seems  to  take  hold  upon  dealers  in  mines  as  well  as  in 
horses  pussetises  them  in  Mexico  not  less  than  elsewhere. 

The  Mexican  mine  is  divided  into  twenty-fonr  imagi- 
nary equal  parts,  Z»a/v</*,  and  fractional  parts  of  these  are 
bought  and  sold  as  its  stock. 


TV. 

As  to  the  mining  laws  of  the  country,  I  have  heard 
them  described  by  some  Americans  as  better  than  our 
own.  In  certain  respects  this  is  true.  The  reprehensi- 
ble looseness  with  which  our  American  *' district  record- 
ers'' receive  conflicting  claims  covering  the  same  property 
many  times  over  is  unknown.     An  oflicial  goes  to  the 
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field  and  settles  the  equity  of  tbe  case  at  once,  and  never 
records  but  one  title.  Litigation  about  tbo  original  title 
of  a  Mexican  mine  is  almost  unknown,  while  that  of  an 
American  miuc  of  any  value  is  invariably  in  litigation. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  arc  some  drawbacks.  While 
a  foreigner  may  liold  property  in  mines  in  Mexico  with- 
out being  subject  to  the  obligation  of  residence,  as  in  re- 
spect to  other  real  estate,  provided  he  have  a  resident 
partner,  nobody  in  Mexico,  foreigner  or  otherwise,  can 
acquire  a  mine  outright  and  in  absolute  Dwnersblp.  He 
cannot  own  it  in  fee,  no  matter  what  sum  he  pays  for  it. 
The  legal  theory  is  that  tbe  title  to  a  mine  is  only  that 
of  "conditional  possession,"  and  in  the  nature  of  usn- 
frnct,  wiiicli  is  '*the  right  of  using  and  enjoying  a  thing 
of  which  tlie  owner  is  another."  On  violation  of  the 
conditions  the  title  reverts  to  the  sovereignty — formerly 
the  King  of  Spain,  now  the  Tlepitblic  of  Mexico.  The 
body  of  the  Ordinances  as  at  present  followed  was  pro- 
mnlgated  by  tlie  King  of  Spain  in  the  year  1783.  To 
allow  a  mine  to  stand  idle  is  assumed  to  be  an  injury  to 
those  who  might  otiierwise  wf»rk  and  extract  profit  from 
it«     It  is  enacted,  therefore,  as  follows : 

*'I  (the  King)  order  and  command  that  any  one  who 
eliall  for  four  consecutive  months  fail  to  work  a  niine, 
with  four  openitives,  regnlurly  employed,  and  occupied 
In  some  interior  or  exterior  work  of  real  utility  and  ad- 
vantage, shall  thereby  forfeit  the  riijlit  which  ho  may 
La%*e  to  the  mine,  and  it  shall  belong  to  the  denouncer 
who  proves  its  desertion." 

The  method  of  acquiring  title  to  a  new  and  original 
mine  is  to  go  before  the  proper  ofticer  in  the  district 
in  whicli  it  lias  been  discovered  and  register  a  claim. 
Ninety  days  is  then  allowed  to  any  other  persons  who 
may  advance  pretensions  to  it  also,  to  appear,  after  which 
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it  ie  contirnied  to  him  wlio&e  cage  is  best  established, 
Abandoned  and  forfeited  properties  are  "denounced" 
by  a  similar  fonnality.  Veins  or  mines  may  be  de- 
nounced not  only  on  common  lands,  but  those  of  any 
private  individual,  on  paying  for  the  surface  occupied. 
In  order,  however,  to  obviate  malicious  or  idle  destruc- 
tion, the  searcher  may  be  made  to  give  security,  before 
beginning  his  trial,  for  any  damage  he  may  occasion  to 
the  owner  of  the  ground.  Sites  and  waters  for  reduc- 
ing works  are  included  in  the  same  permission. 

The  denouncer  must  take  possession  and  begin  the 
prescribed  work  witliiu  sixty  days.  The  discoverer  may 
have  three  p*.'rte7u*nt'ia^y  or  claims,  continuous  or  inter- 
rupted, on  any  ]>rincipal  vein  which  is  absolutely  new. 
The  j>ertenen<rui  consists  of  two  hundred  mt'tres  along 
tlie  line  of  the  vein  and  tme  hundred  on  each  side  (or  as 
the  miner  may  desire),  as  meiisured  on  a  level.  A  per- 
son, not  the  discoverer,  can  denounce  two  contiguous 
mines,  on  the  same  vein,  but  one  may  acquire  as  many 
others  as  he  likes  by  purchase. 

The  ancient  code  created  a  General  Tribunal  of  Min- 
ing for  New  Spain,  and  gave  it  cognizance  of  all  mining 
matters.  It  was  composed  of  a  President,  Director-gen- 
eral, and  three  Depnties-genei-al,  elected  by  the  NealeSy 
or  mining  districts,  and  two  Deputies  besides,  elected  by 
each  HeaL  The  Heal  bad  to  bo  a  place  containing  a 
church,  six  mines,  and  four  reducing  establislunents,  in 
actual  operation.  Tlie  qualifications  for  holding  office 
were,  that  one  should  have  been  engaged  in  practical 
mining  for  ten  years,  that  he  sliould  he  an  Aiuerican,  or 
European  Spaniard,  free  from  all  inferior  blood,  and  that 
he  should  agree  to  **  defend  the  mystery  of  the  Immacu- 
late Conception  of  Our  Lady." 

It  would  seem  tliat  offices  were  not  always  in  as  active 
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demand  as  in  our  days,  for  heavy  tines  are  enacted  for 
non-acceptance  on  election,  besides  being  compelled  to 
eervo  afterward.  An  honest  and  straiglitforward  purpose 
appears  iu  the  rules  of  procedure  quite  wortliy  of  imita- 
tion elsewhere.     Let  us  cite  some  examples. 

"As  said  classes  of  causes  and  suits,^'  says  the  King, 
"ought  to  be  determined  between  tlie  parties  briefly  and 
summarily,  according  to  timnifest  truth  and  good  faith, 
as  in  commercial  transactions,  without  allowing  delays, 
declarations,  or  writings  of  lawyers,  it  is  my  will  that 
whenever  any  persons  appear  in  said  Royal  Tribunals  .  .  . 
to  institute  any  action,  tliey  (the  tribuniils)  shall  not  ad- 
mit any  complaint  or  petition  in  writing  until  after  they 
have  cited  tlie  parties  before  them,  if  it  be  possible,  so 
tliat,  hearing  orally  their  complaints  and  answers,  they 
may  settle  with  the  greatest  despatch  the  suits  or  dispute 
between  tbem  ;  and  not  being  able  to  succeed  iu  this,  and 
the  matter  in  question  exceeding  the  value  of  two  linn- 
drcd  dollars,  petitious  iti  writing  will  be  admitted,  pro- 
vided ihey  be  not  drawn  up,  arranged,  or  signed  by  law- 
yers, ...  In  the  judgments  which  may  be  pronounced  no 
consideration  shall  be  paid  to  any  default  in  observing 
the  minute  formalities  of  tbe  law,  or  to  inaccuracies  or 
other  defects;  but,  in  wliatever  stage  of  the  proceedings 
the  truth  may  be  ascertained,  the  causes  shall  be  decided 
and  adjudged/' 

The  legal  fi*aternity  had  secured  a  repute  for  somc- 
Umes  misleading  justice,  it  is  seen,  even  so  far  back  as 
this.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  Omauhido^  or  Tri- 
bnna]  of  Commerce,  upon  pictty  much  the  same  plan. 
This  ancient  system  has  been  swept  away  by  various 
etagea.  Since  the  day  of  the  republic  the  power  once 
vested  in  tlie  old  tribunal  has  been  lodged  with  the  ordi- 
nary civil  courts  and  political  authorities. 


238        OLD  MEXICO  AKJ>  ffSH  LOST  PROVIKCSS, 

It  is  donbtful  whether  mining  has  ever  been  piir&nei) 

to  liRtter  advantage,  made  more  j)rodiiclive  and  reguliir, 
and  more  effectively  freed  from  the  element  of  wild-cat 
epeculation,  than  in  Xew  Spain  of  the  period  considered. 

There  were  decrecB  to  prevent  miners,  especially  those 
of  afflncnce»from  wasting  their  substance.  Negligence  in 
tunnelling,  imperfect  ventilation,  and  the  like,  by  M'hich 
life  and  healtli  are  endangered,  were  severely  punished. 

Criminals  and  vagabonds  were  made  to  labor  in  the 
mines,  but  the  main  bulk  of  hiborcrs  in  early  times  con- 
sisted of  the  Indians,  apportioned  to  proprietors  as  repar- 
tammitos,  and  held  in  a  kind  of  slavery. 


V. 

The  gorgeous  Count  of  Regla  wjis  a  great  tnine-owner 
here  in  his  day.  It  was  hence  thnt  he  would  have  taken 
the  ingots  for  the  King  of  Spain  to  ride  upon  from  the 
coast  to  the  ciipital,  should  they  have  been  called  for  by 
an  actual  acceptance  of  his  splendid  invitation  before 
mentioned. 

His  ancient  bcncficiating  hacienda  of  liogla,  say  eigh- 
teen miles  from  Pachnca,  is  of  great  interest.  A  most 
excelletit  wagon-road,  constructed  by  the  Real  del  Monte 
Company,  at  large  expense,  leads  to  it.  As  many  ae 
eighty  heavily  loaded  ore -wagons,  each  drawn  by  from 
eight  to  a  dozen  mules,  traverse  it  in  a  single  day. 

Seftor  Llandero  y  Cos  kindly  provided  us,  for  this  and 
the  remaining  part  of  onr  expedition,  with  horses  and  a 
mozo,  to  be  kept  at  our  convenience.  White  posts  of 
substantial  masonry  dotted  the  abrupt  slopes,  by  way  of 
locating  the  various  claims.  Some  lonesome  -  looking 
wooden  structures,  not  unlike  Swiss  chalets,  generally 
marked  the  sliafts  of  tlie  smaller  mines  as  we  went  On- 
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ward,  while  a  small  arrastra  or  two  was  turned  hy  mule- 
power  in  tl»e  neighborhood.  One,  called  tho  Fortune,  if 
wliiit  was  snid  were  true,  should  rather  have  been  the 
Misfortune  or  the  Ill-fortune,  for  it  had  never  produced 
a  tlttco  of  profit. 

Convolvuli  and  fragrant  jlor  de  San  Juan  touched 
witli  a  trace  of  beauty  the  sterile  liills.  Ibcal  del  Monte, 
entbowered  in  rich  woods,  presented  a  scene  tike  a  fine 
landscape  in  Pennsylvania.  We  stopped  first  at  the  old 
Pre^tidioy  above  the  Tereros  Mine,  where  the  convicts 
drafted  for  mining  labor  were  formerly  kept;  then  dis- 
mounted and  went  down  a  ravine,  to  see  tho  mouth  of  a 
tunnel,  seven  thousand  yards  in  length,  built  to  drain  tho 
works  of  the  original  Ilea!  del  Monte  Company. 

Hamlets  were  set  near  together  along  tho  road,  and  the 
conntry  continued  bold  and  generously  wooded.  At  the 
abandoned  Moran  Mine,  one  of  tlie  Count  of  Regla^s  prin- 
cipal treasure-stores  in  its  lime,  we  found  picturesque  re- 
tuains  of  walls  and  colmtins,  with  a  round  tower,  which 
bad  once  contained  a  hoisting  drum.  It  was  obliged  to 
be  abandone<],  like  the  Sanchez,  in  the  vicinity,  for  lack 
of  water.  Near  the  Sanche;^  is  the  mouth  of  the  gen- 
eral drainage  tunnel  constructed  by  tlie  Count.  Esteemed 
very  important  in  its  day,  it  has  been  wholly  eclipsed  by 
works  on  a  larger  scale  prevailing  in  the  mean  time, 
Velafico,  where  *' rebellions"  ores  arc  treated,  is  presided 
over  by  an  English  superintendent.  He  had  in  use  a 
cnishing-machine  of  still  a  different  pattern  from  those 
described.  Heavy  iron  rockers,  driven  by  steam-power, 
were  worked  back  and  forth  upon  the  ore  in  a  bath  of 
water.  It  was  claimed  that  one-fourth  nmre  work  could 
he  done  with  this  at  an  equal  expenditure  of  power  than 
by  the  Chilean  mill.  Attached  to  the  establishment  in 
tJte  nsual  way  were  a  charming  villa  and  gardens.    The 
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superintendent  at  Pachnca  sometimes  came  there  to 
a  fortniglit's  vacation. 

Tbo  immediate  Hppronch   to   Regla  is  along  the  side 
of  a  deep  tropical  barranca.     Bananas  grow  generously 
within  it,  and  a  palin-tliatched  Indian  village  crowns  its 
0]>posite  verge.    Tlie  hacienda  itself  is  set  down  in  a 
most  impressive  natnral  formation.     It  is  encoTnpasscdj^H 
by  grand  cohnnniated  cliffs  of  basalt,  like  those  of  th^^^ 
Giant's  Causeway.     The  columns  are  hexagonal  in  shape,      n 
with  an   average  diameter  approaching  three  feet,     A^H 
places   whole   areas   of    them    have   been   distorted   an^^^ 
twisted  hitlier  an*!  thither   in   the   cooling,  with  a  niog^j 
wild  and  singular  efTect.  ^^| 

A  cascade  Ifkt;  ii  little  Niagara  tumbles  roaring  dowT^^ 
among    them,   and    furnishes    the    strong    water- pow< 
for  tiie  works.     The  liacienda  belongs  to  the  Real  di 
Monte  Company,  and  it  is  chiefly  ores  of  that  companj 
which  arc  bronglit  to  this  strangely  attractive  scene  to 
treated.     Tnn^ps  of  horses  were  going  roimd  in  the  iieni 
way  in  a  gi-cat  walled  patio,  making  the  tortas.     Con- 
nected  with   this    were   smdring-funiaces   and   kindr 
buildings  of  many  sorts.     Madame  C^ilderon  de  la  Han 
who  also  visited  liegla,  found  it  snrh  a  ]>iaco  as  inigl 
have  been  conjured  up  bv  magic,  by  some  giant  enchant- 
er, for   his    own    purposes.      Mediieval- looking  towers, 
gateways,  terraces,  a  chapel,  and  prison  garnish  it.     Op- 
posite the  chapel  is  a  pretty  residence,  Moorish  in  aspect, 
surrounded  by  vines  and  flowers.     The  wliole  is  said 
have  cost  some  two  millions  of  dollars. 

We  spent  a  night  here  with  the  superintendent,  Don 
Ramon  Torres,  a  youngish  man,  who  had  learned  his 
avocation  in  the  miTies  at  Guanajuato.  lie  seemed  but 
too  delighted,  in  his  comparative  isolation,  to  entertain 
company  and  honor  the  introduction  of  his  chief,  Scfii 


Onr  next  stage  from  here  was  to  be  tlie  hacienda  of 
TepenHca.«co,  near  Tiilancingo,  where  Mr.  Brocklehurst 
and  myself  had  been  invited  to  visit,  in  order  to  witness 
the  manner  of  life  on  oTie  of  tlie  great  eonntrj  estates. 
Regla  is  rather  famous  for  timnder- storms,  and  on  the 
duv  of  oar  departure  we  had  one  of  the  traditional  sort. 
Within  a  few  minutes  after  its  commencement  the  cas- 
cade was  blood -red  with   soil  torn  out  by  the  swollen 
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streiini.  The  storm  abated  at  first,  hut  we  cncountero* 
it  in  renewed  fury  on  wide  green  uplimda  like  an  Illinoiftj 
prairie,  known  as  the  Plains  of  Mata.  As  we  gallop* 
in  the  midst  of  it,  tlie  rain  pouring  in  torrents  from  oi 
rubber  blankets,  tlie  lightnings  (rayos)  darted  into  th( 
ground,  now  on  this  side,  now  on  that,  in  a  way  winch 
I  can  only  eompare — ])erhaps  too  trivially — to  spearing 
for  olives  in  a  jar  with  a  fork.  The  ratjtw  wtq  dan- 
gerous in  this  region,  as  naturally  on  open  plains  every- 
where, and  crosses  mark  places  where  hei'dsmou  have 
been  strit-ken  down  among  their  tloeka.  One  of  these 
victiniB  had  been  found  recently,  with  his  animals  gath- 
ered around  in  a  circle  at  close  qnarters  staring  ac  biux 
curiously,  while  he  lay  stark  on  his  face. 

The  rain  had  its  lulls  and  relapses,  and  twice  in  sncc* 
sion  we  took  shelter  under  the  sheds  of  isolated  ranchli 
whieli  we  fell  in  with.     We  were  joined  here  by  an  occa- 
sional ploii*^liuian,  wearing  tiie  \on^^  cloak  of  coarse  woven 
grass,  wLicli  diverts  tlie  water  from  the  wearer.    "We  were 
joined,  too,  by  all  the  domestic  animals  of  the  neighbor- 
hood.    The  wait  at  the  last  retreat  seemed  aa  if  it  would 
never  end.    At  lost  a  pig  ventnrcd  forth,  and  we  said,  idly, 
that  if  he  should  return  we  would  accept  it  as  an  augury 
that  the  deluge  was  over  and  the  waters  had  ceased  upol 
the  face  of  the  earth.     Sure  enough,  he  canic  back  pn 
ently,  munching  a  green  carrot-top;  and,  receiving  th 
like  the  olive-branch  brought  to  Noah,  we  sallied  forth. 
Our  confidence  proved  well  justified.    A  lovely  prismatic 
bow  of  promise  was  presently  6et  in  the  sky,  the  clouds 
rolled  away,  scattering  their  last  lingering  drops,  the  rills 
babbled  merrily,  and   the  face  of  the  country  sparkh 
with  an  enchanting  freshness.     Wo  paused  again  briefli 
at  a  hacienda  wliich   belonged  to  the  Governor  of  the 
state.     The  main  building  was  large,  plain,  and  yellow- 
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It  was  now  toward  evening.  The  snnset  glowed  warm 
upon  the  little  hamlet  of  Acatlan,  through  which  our  road 
was  seen  winding  below.  In  its  uiidst  lay  a  dismantled 
convent,  with  belfries  still  standing,  which  from  a  dis- 
tance resembled  an  English  ruined  abbey.  It  was  found 
on  being  reached,  however,  unlike  the  latter,  to  be  built 
of  bricks  and  adobe.  I  had  at  iirst  taken  this  for  our 
hacienda  itself,  but  the  hacienda  proved  equally  attractive 
in  a  different  way.  After  a  couple  of  miles  farther  on 
we  sent  back  our  horses  and  gnide  with  a  warm  missive 
of  thanks  to  their  owner,  and  were  hospitably  installed  at 
Tepenacasco. 
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XIX. 

A    WESK  AT  A    MEXICAN  COirKTRY-HOVHE. 


With  a  taste  for  country-  life,  so  novel  a  domain  to 
explore,  and  constantly  agreeable  weather,  I  fooud  a 
week's  stay  at  tlie  liacienda  one  of  the  inoet  agreeable  of 
experiences.  From  a  distance  the  extensive  habitiition 
has  a  stately  air,  like  some  ducal  residence.  In  approach- 
JDg  it  you  pass  first  through  tields  of  mague)-  and  blos- 
soming alfalfa,  then  by  a  long  stone  corral  for  cattle, 
extensive  barracks  and  hats  of  laborers,  and  a  pund 
bordered  with  weeping  willows.  It  is  bnilt  of  rubble- 
masonry  and  plaster,  whitcwiislicd^  and  consists  of  a  single 
liberal  story.  The  dwelling,  with  numerous  connected 
buildings, makes  in  all  a  facade  of  about  six  hundred  feet. 
A  belfry,  with  two  tiers  of  broi»ze  bells  hung  in  arches, 
sets  off  the  centre.  The  large  windows  are  defended  by 
cage-like  iron  gratings.  A  door,  flanked  by  holy-water 
fonts,  at  the  left  of  that  forming  the  main  entrance, 
opens  into  a  family  chapel.  In  a  gable  above  the  main 
entrance  is  inscribed  this  motto — which  has  not, however, 
prevented  the  hacienda  from  being  the  scene  of  more 
than  one  sack  by  revolutionary  forces: 

"^w  atjueete  deMiern)  tj  mledad  dlsfruto  del  temro  de 
ia  pas'*'' — "In  this  retirement  and  solitude  I  enjoy  the 
treasure  of  peace." 

Immediutelv  in  front  of  the  buildings  is  laid  out,  after 
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a  usual  custom,  a  siibsriiutially  paved  and  enclosed  area, 
scinicirctilar  at  one  end,  used  as  a  tliresliing-iioor.  Troops 
of  running  lioi-ses  are  driven  around  lierc  upon  tlic  grain, 
like  those  in  i\\Q  patio  process,  only  in  a  very  much  hve- 
lier  fashion.  The  long  fa^'ado  w:i8  made  up  in  part  of 
iirassive  trq;\«^  or  granaries,  comprised  under  the  same 
^roof  as  the  house.  Eatih  froje  lias  a  siiui^ial  natne  of  its 
own  Inscribed  upon  it.  There  were,  for  Instance,  the 
*'^Troje  de  la  K^pujero^^  ("Corn  in  the  Ear"),  the  "  Troje 
df  h  Teja "  ("  Tiled  Koof ") ;  and  the  "  YWyV  de  LlmlH) '' 
and  "  Trr^e  d^  Au<Mtro  iSerlor  del  Pilur,^''  The  walls 
of  tliese  granaries  were  of  great  thickness,  in  order  to 

(reserve  the  contents  cool  and  at  an  even  teui]»crature. 
'Heavily  buttressed,  and  with  their  long  lines  of  piers,  a 
yard  square,  extending  down  the  dim  interiors,  they  are 
moi'e  like  bftsilicas  of  the  early  Christian  em  than  simple 
bania.  The  centnil  cluster  of  huihlingd  alone^  not  count- 
ing those  detaeiied,  covers  periiiips  from  four  to  tive 
acres.     Mounting  to  the  roof  and  looking  over  its  ex- 

mnse,  br<»ket»  by  the  openings  of  numerous  courts,  yoa 
>m  to  be  contemplating,  as  it  were,  some  agricuUnral 
Louvre  or  Escorial.  Its  rear  wall  is  washed  by  a  presa^ 
or  artilicial  pond  for  irrigation,  which  stretuhes  away  like 
a  lake.  Beyond  thi^  rises  a  cliarming  grassy  hill,  called 
Uie  Cerro.  We  cliiubud  tlie  Cerro,  and  lounged  away 
more  tlian  one  ufternoon  there  in  sketching,  and  contem- 
platiug  the  beautiful  level  valley  of  Tuliincingo,  spread 
out  below. 

The  white  hacienda  with  red  roofs  lay  in  front,  re- 
flected clearly  in  its  pond.  Tubincingo  was  a  white  patch 
at  a  distance,  and  other  wliite  patches  nearer  by  were  the 
hamlets  of  Jaltcpec,  Ainutlan,  and  Zupitlan — the  latter  in 
ruins.  Stniight,  lane-like  roads  leil  from  one  to  another. 
The  mountains  on  the  horizon  atforded  glimpses  of  ba- 
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Baltic  cliffs  of  the  same  formation  as  those  at  Kegla,  and 
of  the  white  smoke  of  charcoal-burners  rising  from  their 
forests.  Cattle  wandered  in  line  heixis  in  the  grassv  past- 
ure, each  tended  by  its  herdsman  and  do^^.  We  saw  a 
troop  of  them  at  twiliglit  come  to  drink  at  the  pond,  and 
the  coinplicatiun  of  all  their  moving  forms  was  curiously 
picked  out  in  silhouette  against  tlie  gleaming  brightness 
of  the  water. 

At  evening  therc  returned  to  the  courtyard  of  the  ha- 
cienda, to  disband  after  their  day's  labor,  sometimes  as 
many  as  forty  ploughmen.  If  it  had  rained  they  wore 
their  barbaric-looking  grass  cloaks.  They  drove  yokes 
of  oxen  and  bulls  harnessed  to  the  primitive  Egyptian 
plough,  and  curried  long  goads  to  prod  their  animals. 
After  them  rude  in  now  and  then  an  armed  horseman, 
wrapped  in  his  serape,  who  overlooked  and  guarded  tliem 
at  work.  At  the  same  time  catne  troops  and  droves  of 
the  other  animals  needing  to  be  housed:  black  swine  from 
the  grassy  slopes  of  the  Cerro;  mule?  released  from  har- 
ness; young  horses  and  mules  not  yet  put  to  work; 
milch-cows,  and  young  steers  and  heifers,  eacli  wending 
its  way  sedately  to  its  own  department. 

Most  of  the  cattle,  I  observed,  were  hornless.  This  is 
brought  about  by  a  practice  of  paring  the  young  horns 
M'hen  first  sprouting.  It  would  seem  that  tliis  might  be 
desirable  among  ourselvcB,  both  on  the  farm  and  espe- 
cially in  tmnsporting  cattle  in  the  cars  ordinarily  in  use. 
Milking-time  came  only  once  a  day — in  the  morning — 
and  not,  as  witli  us,  twice.  The  hind-legs  of  the  cows 
are  lassoed  together  wlien  being  milked.  Tlic  calves  of 
tender  age  are  also  lassoed  to  the  side  of  the  mother, 
and  it  is  a  quaint  and  amusing  sight  to  see  their  impa- 
tient demonstrations  while  awaiting  the  conclusion  of  the 
process. 
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1  sjit  down  one  day  with  *•  Don  Kafael,"  the  adn»inistra- 
dor,  or  salaried  manager,  of  the  estate,  to  niiike  a  rough  map 
of  its  general  dibtrihntion  and  extent.  The  property  proved 
to  be  some  eighteen  miles  in  length  by  twelve  in  its  great- 
est width,  and  of  very  irregular  pattern  It  had  no  less 
than  eleven  large  prt'M4ij<^  formeil  hy  dams  at  convenient 
points  for  irrigation.  The  principal  dam  was  a  mile  in 
length,  and  by  means  of  it  had  been  formed  a  lake  of  two 
miles  in  its  principal  diinensiun.  Oii  the  borders  of  this 
etands  tlie  feudal-looking  ruined  hamlet,  with  church  and 
hacienda,  of  Znjiitlan,  before  mentioned.  The  bulk  of 
the  estate  was  in  grass,  but  irregular  patches  of  ground 
ha*l  been  taken  out  here  and  there  for  vaiious  crops,  and 
to  eacli  was  given  its  special  name.  Tiius  the  field  of 
San  Pablo  was  devoted  to  n)uize  and  alfalfa ;  Las  Animas, 
San  Antonio  the  Greater,  and  San  Antonio  the  Less  were 
given  up  to  maize;  Del  Monte  and  San  Ignacio  el  Grande 
to  barley. 

Tlie  vuigueyaleH^  or  maguey  fields,  were  of  considerable 
extent.  The  making  of  the  pulque  from  tlieir  product 
was  contided  to  a  special  functionary  cxilled  the  tlachi- 
qnero.  The  heart  of  the  maguey  is  ent  out  at  a  certain 
stage  of  its  growth  and  a  bowl  thus  formed,  into  which  a 
qnaiUity  of  sweet  sap  continues  to  mn  regularly  for  sev- 
eral tnontha,  l^y  the  end  of  that  time  the  plant  is  dead, 
and  id  uprooted  and  replaced  by  another.  The  sap  is  at' 
first  ciilled  agua  miel,,  or  honey-water,  wlucii  it  resembles. 
The  tlachiquoro  makes  a  daily  pilgrimage  to  the  fields, 
and  draws  off  the  agua  mid  by  moans  of  a  bulky  siphon 
formed  of  a  gourd.  Sometimes  he  bears  simply  a  bag, 
made  of  undressed  sheepskin,  like  the  wine-skins  of  Old 
Spain,  on  his  back  ;  again,  he  is  accompanied  by  a  donkey 
loaded  with  a  number  of  these  skins.  He  transfers  the 
sap  to  these  bags,  and  returns  with  it  to  a  department  of 
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his  own,  called  the  Tinecal,  There  he  ponrs  it  into  shal- 
low vats  of  undressed  skin,  where  it  is  allowed  to  ferment. 
Without  describing  t!ic  piocoss  farther  in  detail,  in  a  fort- 
night it  is  ready  for  Bale  or  for  home  consumption. 

The  pasture  tietds  have  their  distinctive  titles  also. 
There  were,  for  instance,  San  Gaetano,  San  Ysidro,  and 
San  Dionjsio;  aiid,  again,  the  corrals  of  San  liicardo, 
San  Gaetano,  and  Las  Palinas,  wliere  cuttle  were  enclosed 
at  various  times.  Dairy-fanning  was  the  prljujipal  indus- 
try of  the  estate.  Its  neut  cattle  numbureJ  seventeen 
hundred  head.  The  pay-roll  showed  a  total  for  the  week 
of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  boys. 

The  living  apartments  of  the  dwelling  were  set  along 
two  sides  of  an  arcaded  ctmrt-yard,  which  had  a  disman- 
tled fountain  in  the  centre.  Offices  and  store-rooms  occu- 
pied the  other  two  sides.  A  department  for  the  butter 
and  cheese  making  had  a  special  court  to  itself  in  the 
rear.  One  of  the  store-rooms  contained  an  ample  supply 
of  agricnitural  implenicnta.  Those  of  the  slighter  sort,  I 
learned,  such  as  ploughs,  spades,  picks,  hammers,  and  tlie 
axiy  a  peculiar  cutting-iioo,  aro  mado  in  the  country, 
at  Apulco,  not  far  distant,  where  are  also  iron -works. 
An  iron  plough  made  at  Apnlco  costs  %1^  while  the  im- 
ported AmericaTi  plough  costs  If  10.  There  are  wooden 
pitchforks  and  spades  among  the  iinplements.  This 
wooden,  or  Egyptian,  plough  is  much  more  in  use  than 
that  of  iron.  It  coiisists  siniply  of  a  wooden  beam  shod 
with  an  iron  point,  and  has  an  adjustable  cross-piece 
for  service  in  case  the  furrow  needs  to  bo  made  wider. 
The  purpose  to  wliicli  it  is  most  applied  is  that  of  turn- 
ing shallow  furrows  between  rows  of  command  for  this  it 
appears  well  enough  adapted.  At  Pensacola,  in  the  state 
of  Puebla,  such  larger  pieces  of  agricultural  machinery  as 
reapers,  mowers,  and  separators  five  inannfactured. 
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II. 

We  happened,  among  other  accornmodations,  in  onr  ex- 
ploration of  tlie  corridors,  upon  a  prison,  described  as  for 
use  in  locking  up  the  refractory  peons  wlien  they  will  not 
work. 

"Can  you  do  that?  Have  yon,  then,  such  an  absoTute 
power  over  theinf  I  asked  our  host,  in  some  surprise. 

*'  Why,  no/'  lie  replied,  in  effect,  dcprecatingly,  *'  I  sup- 
pose not;  but, you  see,  now  and  then  it  is  the  only  way  to 
manage  thcio,  and  we  luive  t(f.  It  is  not  civilizated,  tJmt 
people,'^  he  continued,  in  an  Eii^lisli  wliiuh  left  something 
to  be  desired,  *'  and  we  do  the  bee^t  what  we  can.'' 

Tiiis  seems  sometliing  very  like  a  feudal  control  on 
the  part  of  tiie  hacendado,  but  his  numerous  dependents 
du  not  eeeni  to  eonii>lain  of  it.  Cases  of  protest  before 
the  magistrates  ai*e  rai-ely  known,  and  should  they  be 
made  it  is  not  likely,  since  the  magistrates  are  friends  of 
their  masters,  and  of  the  same  social  station,  that  thej 
would  meet  with  any  great  attention. 

Wo  found  this  labonn<»;  pripulation  living  in  squalid 
stone  huts,  often  six  and  eight  persons  in  a  room.  The 
floors  wore  simply  the  dirt  of  the  ground,  and  tliere  was 
sometimes  not  even  so  much  as  the  usual  straw  mat  to 
sleep  or  sit  upon.  We  were  told  liere  again  that  the  peoits 
are  avaricious.  They  are  believei's  in  a  genenil  way,  but 
not  greatly  given  to  religion.  Few  attend  the  services  at 
the  chapel,  even  on  Sunday.  They  summon  the  priest 
when  about  to  die,  but  not  otherwise.  But  few  of  the 
children  go  to  school.  As  a  whole,  tliey  seemed  about  as 
wretched  as  the  poor  Irish,  except  for  tlie  advantage  over 
the  latter  in  climate.  In  every  interior  is  seen  a  woman 
on  her  knees,  rolling  or  spatting  the  intenniuablc  tortillas. 
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The  laborers  on  tlie  paj-roU  were  of  two  classes :  tliose 
employed  by  the  week, ai»d  those  employed  by  the  year. 
Tiie  former  "found  tliemselvcB;"  the  hitter  were  *•  found" 
by  the  estate,  and  paid  a  certain  sum  at  tlie  end  of  the 
year.  Wages  ran  from  six  cents  a  day  for  the  boys  to 
thirty-seven  for  the  best  class  of  adults. 


III. 

The  administrador  was  assisted,  in  the  management  of 
the  hacienda,  by  the  nuxyor-domo  and  the  sobre-mdietvLey 
who  acted  as  liis  first  and  second  lieutenants;  a  eaporaH.^ 
who  had  general  charge  of  tlie  stock ;  and  a  pasiero^  who 
had  charge  of  the  pastures.  The  pasU'ro  it  was  who  in- 
dicated the  condition  of  the  various  areas  of  pastarage, 
that  the  animals  might  be  moved  to  one  after  another  of 
them  in  turn.  Tliesc  minor  officers  wei'o  of  tlic  native 
Indian  race.  They  were  dark,  swarthy  men,  very  bandit- 
hooking  when  armed  and  mounted  on  horseback,  but  in 
reality,  when  you  came  to  know  them,  as  mild  and  ami- 
ble  persons  as  need  be  wished  for. 

One,  "Don  Daniel,*"  supervised  the  butter  and  ehceso 
making  interest.  A  book-keeper,  *'  Don  Angel,"  kept  an 
account  of  all  the  property  of  the  estate — receipts,  and 
disbursements,  and  an  inventory  of  stock — npon  a  system 
wincii  seemed  a  mo<lel  of  commercial  accuracy.  Every 
week  a  report  was  fuivvardL-d  to  tlio  owners,  at  Mexico, 
upon  a  printed  blank  filled  out  in  the  most  exhaustive 
detail,  so  that  they  could  see  at  a  glance  how  they  stood. 

The  administrador,  Don  Ilafael,  was  a  steady-going 
man  of  middle  age,  a  native  of  San  Luis  Potosi.  He 
had  land  and  cattitu^y  little  houses,  of  his  own,  wliicli  he 
rented.  He  had  also  a  iiouse  in  the  city  of  Tulaiieingo, 
near  by,  occupied  by  his  family,  whom  he  visited  once  a 
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week.  His  salary  reaclied  about  §1000  a  jear,  arid  he 
could  bo  called  a  person  of  snbBtance.  A  conspicuons 
8car  oil  his  forebcad  led  it  to  be  supposed  that  be  iiiiglit 
have  seen  service  in  the  field;  bnt  be  spoke  witb  con- 
teiupt  of  the  wars  of  bis  country  when  questioned  about. 
it,  and  said  that  be  1iad  got  bis  scar  in  breaking  a  horse. 

"A  sensible  man  can  always  find  better  occupation  than 
fighting/'  be  said.  "1  have  busied  myself  witli  regular 
industry.  The  North  Americans,  now,  understand  that. 
Tbey  have  good  ideas,  Tiiere  everybodj'  works  and  gets 
a  little  ahead  in  the  world.  Witliout  money  in  his  pock- 
et what  is  H  man  good  fur?  IJe  might  as  well  take  him- 
self over  to  the  cemetery  yonder  at  once  and  have  done 
with  it."  I 

Don  Angel  was  3*oung,  mild,  taciturn,  painstaking,  and 
a  native  of  Old  Spain.  His  handwriting  was  small  and 
neat,  and  he  iiad  a  great  head  for  details.  Bis  salary 
was  the  sum  of  J?400  a  year.  The  revenues  of  the  estate 
which  it  was  his  province  to  cast  np  amounted,  I  was 
told,  to  $20,000  a  year. 

Don  Daniel,  the  butter  and  cheese  maker,  was  young 
also,  but  large,  handsome,  rosy,  and  hiid  excellent  teeth, 
with  coal-blaek  hair  and  beard.  He  was  a  model  of  ro- 
bust health  and  lively  spirits.  He  too  had  a  wife  at  Tii- 
lancingo,  wtunn  he  visited  every  Sunday,  returning  before 
daylight  on  Monday  inoining,  to  be  in  time  for  the  milk- 
ing. He  was  given  to  strumming  on  a  guitar  in  the  even- 
ing, and  assembled  around  him  in  bis  room  such  conviv- 
ial spirits  as  the  hacienda  aiforded.     Nonsensical  refrains 

like 

•*  Amarillo  si,  anvflrillo  no, 
Amiirillo  y  verde,  me  ho  pinto," 

were  beard  proceeding  f]*oin  there  long  after  more  staid 
and  decorous  persons  were  in  bed. 
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Another  member  of  the  liousefiold  was,  let  ns  say, 
"Manuel,"  a  boy  of  eighteen,  looking  younger,  wlio  Lad 
formerly  been  a  cadet  at  the  national  miliUry  school.  lie 
was  here  learning  the  business  of  a  hacienda,  or,  as  some 
said,  he  was  a  young  seapegracc  whom  it  was  designed 
to  keep  out  of  mischief.  At  any  rate,  lie  was  an  aide-de- 
catnp  to  Don  Rafael,  and  took  his  ordei's  about  on  horse- 
back, lie  di-essed,  like  Don  Rafael,  in  a  substantial  suit 
of  buff  leather.  lie  was  a  very  garrulous  and  communi- 
cative pereon,  and,  as  our  attendant  and  guide — in  which 
capacity  he  offered  himself,  1  think,  somewhat  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  esciiping  more  onerous  labors — he  furnished  ub 
much  useful  information.  Ilia  elders  took  a  tone  of  rail- 
lery with  him,  representing  liim  as  a  very  callow  youth, 
whose  views  were  of  no  consequence,  and  who  should 
be  seen  but  not  heard  from.  Tliey  ridiculed  his  French, 
which  he  had  learned  at  the  military  school,  evc!i  affect- 
ing not  to  believe  that  it  was  French  at  all.  Our  visit 
was  the  occasion  for  a  strenuous  effort  on  his  part  to  set 
himself  right  on  this  point. 

^^ K'ai'je  pan  bun  ditV  he  cried  to  ns,  across  the  gen- 
erous dining- table  where  we  sat  togetlier,  stretching  at 
the  same  time  a  bony,  school-boy  artn  for  aid  in  putting 
tlie  scoffers  down. 

One  day  we  mounted  to  go  to  a  beautiful  clear  spritig 
of  water,  which  was  admired  even  as  early  as  by  Ilnm- 
boldt  in  his  tnivels.  On  others  we  visited  tlie  adjacent 
hamlets,  or  Tuluncingo,  from  wliich,  later,  we  were  to 
take  the  diligence  homeward.  Again,  we  made  our  ob- 
jective points  the  various  crops,  a  dam  undergoing  re- 
pail's,  or  the  remoter  pastures  and  corrals. 

The  herdsman  and  a  boy-assistant  at  these  corrals  slept 
at  night  in  their  blankets  under  a  mere  pile  of  stones. 
The  upper  irrigating  dams  are  discharged  of  their  wa- 
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terB,  when  it  is  desired,  by  the  primitive  device  of  lift- 
ing up  one  croBs-bcam  after  another  from  a  narrow  gate 
in  the  centre.  In  some  of  the  maize-fields  are  look-out 
boxes,  aloft  on  high  poles,  as  a  device  against  crows  and 
other  marnudorfi.  The  general  surface  over  whit^li  we  rode 
was  the  grassy  plain,  affording  a  duliglitful  footing  for 
the  horses.  It  was  of  a  fresh,  soft  green,  and  enamelled 
besides  with  dowers,  like  violets^  tlie  blue  inaravillM,  and 
mauy  varieties  of  a  yellow  flower  resembling  the  dande- 
lion, but  prettier. 

IV. 

The  room  first  entered  from  the  main  corridor  in  the 
house  itself  was  devoted  to  the  uses  of  a  d^itpacho^  or  of- 
fice. Here  was  the  department  of  Don  Angel,  and  the 
master  himself  soinetiines  took  his  place  behind  the  long, 
baize-covered  table,  strewn  with  mallei's  of  business  de- 
tail, to  bold  audience  with  the  peona  of  the  estate,  who 
came,  with  wide-hrimnted  hats  humbly  doffed,  to  make 
known  variona  wants  and  coniplaJutB.  In  the  corners 
stood  rifles,  spades,  and  the  long  branding- iron,  which 
is  heated  in  the  month  of  August  to  brand  the  3'oiing 
cattle  with  the  device  of  their  owner. 

A  fat  dark  peon  entere,  and  proffers  a  reqncst  for  an 
allowance  to  be  made  him  for  a  baptism  in  hi.^  family. 

/'A  baptism  T  says  the  master,  briskly.  *'  Well,  now, 
come  on  I  Speak  up ;  don't  stand  mund>ling  there  !  Let 
us  see  what  your  ideas  are.*' 

The  man  suggests,  dcferontially,  to  begin  with,  the  sam 
of  513  for  a  (jtHijiflide^  or  tui'kcy,  as  a  piece  de  rteiiiUmce 
for  Ilia  feast. 

"  You  are  always  wanting  a  gnajolotey  yon  people.  Yon 
don't  need  anything  of  the  kind.  However,  let  us  say 
^1.50 — twelve  reals — for  the  gitajoloie.     What  next?" 
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^''T\\c  pulque— Vihowt  forty  miuriiUas  of  pulque^ 

"Twenty  cuartiUa^  of  pulqitey"*  save  the  master,  ruth- 
lessly cutting  down  the  estimate  by  half,  "Well,  what 
next?     Speak  up  !'* 

The  peasant,  one  of  the  laborers  by  the  year,  perse- 
veres, in  his  Immhle,  suft  voice,  regularly  milking  his 
eetiniate  for  each  nrtidc  twice  the  rciil  figure,  and  having 
it  as  regnlarly  cut  down,  lie  caps  the  whole  by  demand- 
ing four  reals  for  a  sombrero^  well  knowing — and  know- 
ing perfectly  well  that  his  master  knows  also — that  the 
kind  of  sombrero  he  wonld  be  likely  to  want  costs  but 
one  real. 

We  had  proposed  to  witness  the  festivities  of  this  christ- 
ening, but  nnfortiiuately  delayed  too  long  at  table  on  the 
evening  of  its  occurrence,  and  lost  it.  But  the  sky  was 
gloriously  full  of  stars  ns  we  went  out  among  the  huts 
and  barracks,  A  woman  came  out  of  one  of  tlie  tene- 
ments and  made  a  complaint  of  a  neighbor  with  whom 
she  had  had  a  row,  but  got  no  great  sympatli}',  and 
hardly  seemed  to  expect  any.  They  are  admirably  po- 
lite, these  poor  rustics — nobody  can  deny  them  that.  As 
we  sat  by  the  road  one  day  at  Anmtlan,  sketching,  some 
of  the  women  called  to  us  as  they  went  by : 

**  Buen/nt  dia^j  seflorr*^/  Corrw  /tan  pasado^  ustedes, 
lit  liochef  Adios, sefloresf" — " Good-day,  sirs!  How  did 
yon  pass  the  night  ?     Good-bye,  sirs  V 

We  had  not  in  any  way  first  addressed  them,  and  they 
did  not  stop,  but  went  swiftly  onward,  scarcely  turning 
their  heads  to  look.  These  and  many  more  of  the  sort 
are  bnt  their  ordinary  salutations. 

The  immediate  faiiiily  at  the  hacienda  consisted  of  one 
of  the  several  heirs,  "Don  Eduardo,"  his  wife,  mother, 
and  two  small  children,  and  their  Indian  nurses.  They 
wevQ  in  the  habit  of  spending  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
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year  liere,  and,  when  they  came,  lived  in  quite  informal 
style.  Servants  and  employes,  equally  with  her  inti- 
mates^ called  tlie  young  mistress  ^*Ch(>lita/'  a  diminutive 
of  her  name  Soledad,  There  was  little  or  no  receiving  or 
paying  of  visits,  owing  to  the  great  distances  to  be  trav- 
ersed and  the  scarcity  of  neighbors. 


V. 

Social  life  in  the  country  is  hardly  known.  We  Iiad 
piano  music  and  singing  in  tJie  evening  in  a  stately,  dim- 
ly-lighted aalon  of  the  style  of  the  Fii"6t  Empire.  One 
day  a  large  farm  vehicle,  gayly  decorated  with  boughs, 
was  brought  around,  uU  hands  got  into  it,  and  we  pro- 
ceeded to  the  lake  at  Zupitlan  fur  a  picnic.  Tlie  provis- 
ions were  carried  on  a  litter  by  a  couple  of  men,  and  a 
guard  on  horseback,  with  his  rifle,  rode  along-side  for  our 
protection.  Snch  a  precaution  was  not  absolntely  needed, 
perhaps,  but  tliere  had  been  a  time — before  tlie  Governor 
of  Hidrtlgo  had  taken  his  summary  measures — when  the 
brigands  would  have  swooped  down  from  the  adjacent 
hills  and  seized  upon  such  a  procession  with  little  cere- 
mony. After  dining  al  fresco  we  amused  oui*selves  with 
shooting  some  of  the  ducks  and  cranes  which  abound  on 
the  lake. 

We  had  chocolate  and  buns  on  rising  in  the  rooming, 
and  two  over- liberal  repasts,  resemhliug  cacFi  other  in 
character,  at  noon  and  nine  in  the  evening.  Tlio  dogs 
Bwarmed  in  and  oat  over  the  house,  which  presented  the 
aspect  of  a  generous  farm  rather  than  a  villa. 

It  was  designed  in  its  day  for  much  greater  state.  The 
furniture,  though  battered  and  ruined  now,  was  of  the 
charming  artistic  pattern  of  the  First  Empire,  and  all 
the  rooms  were  large  and  of  fine  proportions.     In  one  of 


the  two  principal  bedrooms  the  bed  is  raised  npon  a  dais, 
ascetuliid  by  steps.  In  the  otlicp  tho  corners  are  rnt  off 
by  colutnns,  so  as  to  give  it  au  uetagon  shape.  In  three 
of  these  corners  the  beds  are  regularly  built  in  between 
the  columns ;  the  fourth  is  taken  for  a  door.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  1  had  not  read  Madame  de  la  Barca  before 
leaving  home.     Perhaps  I  had  but  a  rather  disparaging 
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idea  of  a  work  descriptive  of  Mexico  coming  down  no 
later  than  1839.  On  taking  it  up  after  my  return  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  find  how  little  the  country  had  changed. 
She  too  visited  this  hacienda  of  Tepenacasco.  She  noted, 
among  other  items,  a  quaint  wall-paper,  of  a  Swiss  pat- 
tern, on  the  octagon  room.  That  very  paper  is  there  to 
this  day. 

The  proprietor  was  of  qnitc  a  different  sort  in  those 
times.  He  used  to  give  bull-fights  in  the  court  before 
his  portal,  which  is  now  a  thrcfilnng-floor,  and  is  said  to 
have  entertained  half  the  population  of  TuJunciugo  at 
his  table.  He  finally  mined  himself  by  his  extravagance. 
It  is  said,  among  other  things,  that  if  he  took  a  sudden 
notion  to  go  to  Mexico,  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
away,  he  rode  Itis  horses  so  liard  that  they  sometimes 
dropped  dead  under  him. 


ox  HORSBBACK  AND  MULEBACK  TO  ACAPULCO. 
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ON  HORSBBACK  AND  MULEBACK  TO  ACAPULCO. 


The  time  came  at  lent^tli — all  too  soon— for  my  filial 
Mexican  journey — to  the  Pacific  coast  at  Acapulco,  where 
I  was  to  take  the  steamer  for  San  Francisco. 

I  was  advised  not  to  go  to  Acapulco.  There  are  always 
pers^ms  ready  to  advise  yon  not  to  ilo  perfectly  feasible 
lbiui;s.  It  was  now  An^iiKt,  and  the  rainy  seaBou  had 
begun  in  town  itself.  It  began  one  aftenioon  with  a 
rnsb.  I  had  been  reading  at  tbe  National  Library,  und, 
coming  out  at  four  o'clock,  found  the  streets  a  couple  of 
feet  deep  in  water.  The  cjtbs,  now  at  a  preniiuni,  and 
some  few  men  on  horseback,  who  could  give  a  friend  a 
lift,  served  as  impromptu  gondolas  upon  these  impromptu 
canals.  There  were  also  canjadores^  who,  for  a  medio, 
carried  you  on  their  backs  from  corner  to  corner.  I  was 
told  that  ladies  in  the  balconies,  watching  the  animated 
sight,  now  and  then  slyly  held  up  a  real,  in  consideration 
of  which  tlie  cargador  dropped  some  gallant  in  tbe  water, 
presenting  a  ridiculous  sight.  Such  inundations  lust  sev- 
eral hours  before  tbe  eluggish  sewers  can  carry  off  t!»e 
surplus  water,  and  they  leave  the  ground-floor  habitations 
of  the  poor  in  but  a  cheerless  condition,  as  may  be  im- 
agined. 

If  this  were  to  be  added  to  the  other  embarrassments 
of  life  every  afternoon,  it  was  not  interesting  to  think  of 
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remaining  longer  at  tlie  cflpital.  And  yet,  with  Macbeth, 
thei-e  seemed  "nor  flying  hence, nor  tarrying  here."  The 
jonrney  to  Acapuico  was  represented  as  very  diffii-nlt  and 
dangerous.  Tlie  route  was  a  mere  trail  or  foot-path,  a 
bfwn  camino  de  j^tjaroj^ — a  good  road  for  birds.  No 
wheeled  vehicle  ever  had  passed  or  ever  coold  pass  over 
]t.  All  this  was,  indeed,  the  case.  Three  large  rivers 
were  to  be  crossed,  and  these  unbrid^d. 

*^  Suppose/*  said  the  advieeiv,  putting  the  case  in  that 
bold  and  alarming  way  in  which  advisers  delight,  "that 
these  should  be  swollen  bv  the  floods,  as  is  natnrallr  to 
be  expected  now  in  the  rainy  season.  You  would  then 
be  delayed  so  long  on  their  banks  as  to  miss  yonr  steam- 
er, which  touches  at  Acapuico  only  once  a  fortnight. 
Again,  tlie  road  lies,  for  days  at  a  time,  in  ravines  and 
the  beds  of  streams;  but  wlien  tlie  waters  occupy  their 
clianncls  what  room  is  there  for  travellers  B" 

If  to  this  were  added  the  natural  reflections  of  the  nov- 
ice on  the  score  of  danger  to  property  and  person  in  en- 
tering upon  60  wild  a  section,  the  prospect  was  not  at  aII 
a  pleasing  one,  Nevertheless  it  would  be  almost  too  mwch 
to  expect  that  a  person  bound  for  California  should  come 
back  to  the  United  States  again  in  order  to  go  there,  and 
I  had  a  firm  conviction  that  the  Acapuico  trip  conld  be 
made. 


II. 


I  bad  negotiated  a  little  already  with  nn  arriero^ 
muleteer,  nanied  Vincente  Lopes,  in  a  street  called  Parque 
del  Conde.  He  would  fnmish  a  horse  to  ride^  and  a 
nnile  to  transport  rny  baggage,  each  for  $20 — all  other 
exi>on6cs  to  be  defrayed  personally  along  the  way — which 
makes  the  three  hundred  miles  come  a  good  deal  higher 
than  eo  much  railway  travel.     I  had  thus  dallied  with 
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the  idea,  and  u\y  deci&ion  was  precipitated  by  tlie  sud- 
den coming  dow]»  of  the  rain.  I  buiried  to  Parqiie  del 
Conde  Street,  and  closed  with  Vincente  Lopez.  I  was 
glad  to  learn  from  him  that  he  had  also  another  pa- 
tron wlio  \\i\6  gdiiriTj  in  the  person  of  a  colonel  of  the 
army.  The  journey,  under  the  most  favorable  auspicee, 
consumes  ten  days  on  horseback,  besides  the  day  occnpied 
in  going  down  by  stage-coacb  to  tlic  provincial  city  of  Cu- 
ernavaca,  where  the  bridle-path  begins.  ConBidering  all 
the  circumstances  as  stated,  there  were  many  companions 
one  would  iniicli  less  prefer  to  have  tlian  so  presumably 
bold  and  well-informed  a  person  as  a  Mexican  regular 
officer. 

lie  proved  to  be  a  veritable  military  man,  a  colonel 
who  had  seen  twenty  yt^ara'  service  in  different  wars  of 
his  country,  and  bure  huUeL-holes  in  bis  body  as  the  re- 
sult of  them.  lie  had  begun  in  the  War  of  the  Reform, 
which  overthrew  the  Church  and  aristocratic  party;  he 
had  foutrbt  against  the  French  and  Maximilian  in  the 
second  War  of  Independence;  ancljastly,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Lerdo  against  Porfirio  Diaz.  To  the  party  of 
tl»e  latter  he  was,  however,  now  reconciled,  and  he  was  go- 
ing to  take  a  command  on  the  distnrbed  northern  frontier. 
If  more  were  needed,  he  had  lately  foaglit  a  duel,  as  he 
told  me,  in  which  the  weapons  were  sfihrcs,  and  liad  so 
slashed  his  opponent,  a  brother  officer,  that  the  latter  was 
laid  up  in  a  grievous  state  at  the  hospital.  A  vacant  bar- 
i-acks  had  been  set  apart,  by  the  War  Department,  for  this 
proceeding.  Army  duelling,  as  on  the  (;ontiiient,  is  con- 
nived at.  The  case  seems  to  be  that,  if  you  tight,  you  are 
afterward  reprimanded;  bat  if  you  do  not, you  are  likely 
to  be  cashiered  as  pusillanimous. 

Not  that  the  colonel  was  in  all  respects  the  most  agree- 
able of  travelling  companions.     He  was  much  wrapped 
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Up  ia  his  own  affairs  at  tir^t,  and  later  displayed  some 
traits  of  a  certain  cliildish  scltislincns. 

Vinecntc  Lopez  coUeetod  our  baggjige  at  tlie  appointed 
time.  He  was  a  plausible  person,  and  wlien  lie  desired 
the  full  amount  of  his  bill  in  advance  I  liad  well-nigh 
yielded  to  hirn.  I  submitted,  however,  as  more  equitable, 
that  one-lmir  should  lie  piiid  down  and  the  rouuiindor  on 
the  completion  iif  tlie  journey  according  to  contract. 

"That  would  be  equitable,  indeed,  for  ordinary  arrlt- 
ron^^'  said  Vincente  Lopez,  "but  I  am  one  of  especial 
probity.  It  is  uiy  habit  to  watch  over  tlie  persons  who 
confide  tltcmsclvesj  to  my  care  with  a  tender  solicitude, 
and  in  the  present  instance  I  have  intended  to  multiply 
even  my  usual  pains.  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  never 
known  what  it  is  to  encounter  on  the  way  the  slightest 
delay  or  annoyance." 

He  seemed  wounded  in  his  finest  scnsibiliH{'R  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  mistrust,  whirh  was  to  him  hithertt>  unknown. 
There  were  considerations  in  his  favor.  lie  said  tliat  the 
colonel,  at  another  liotel,  had  paid  the  full  sum  in  ad- 
vance, and  thin  proved  true.  Whatever  money  was  to  be 
taken,  besides,  must  be  in  the  heavy  silver  coinage  of  the 
country,  $16  to  the  pound,  and  to  be  rid  of  the  weight 
and  jingling  of  even  a  part  of  it  was  desirable.  Still, 
on  the  whole,  the  contract  was  drawn  iu  my  way,  by 
the  advice  of  the  dark  setrretary  of  the  Iturbide  Hotel. 
Though  it  seemed  almost  cruel  at  the  time  to  act  in 
this  formal  mariner  with  so  good  a  man,  the  precaution 
proved  in  the  sequel  to  be  very  useful. 


IIL 

My  colonel  was  accompanied  down  to  Cuernavaca  in 
the  tiilt'gencia — in  which  we  were   all  extremely  jolted. 
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dnstj,  and  uncomfortable  together  —  by  two  genera 
They  had  aj>parently  come  to  give  \\\\n  parting  directio 
about  his  mission.  One  of  tliem  was  a  thick-set,  bla 
bearded  man,  with  a  husky  voice,  and  u  couKpicuous  scar 
upon  his  face.  I  must  not  branch  off  too  much  into  side 
issues,  but  the  history  of  the  scar  was  that,  while  com- 
manding in  Yucatan,  he  Irad  ordered  to  be  shot,  on  some 
of  the  ordinary  revolutionary'  pretexts,  a  member  of  the 
powerful  family  of  Gutierrez  Estrada,  a  family  with  com- 
mercial houses  in  Paris,  Mexico,  and  Merida,  and  noted, 
among  other  things,  for  the  beauty  and  intelligence  of  its 
women.  A  brother  of  the  victim  came  over  from  Paris 
as  an  avenger,  sought  out  the  general  in  question,  met 
him  in  a  duel,  and  left  this  mark,  wliicln  at  the  time  of 
its  inflictiou,  brought  the  recipient  to  dcatlfs  door. 

The  city  of  Mexico  is  some  7500  feet  above  the  sea, 
and,  having  come  up.  we  now  follow*ed  a  great  downward 
slope.  It  abounds  in  l)ald  paints  of  view,  from  which  the 
prospects  spread  visioii-Hke  at  vast  distances  i>eIow.  Cu- 
ernavaca  presents  one  of  the  most  tlirilling  of  tliese. 
WliaC  is  yonder  singular  detail  in  the  valley  ?  A  haci- 
enda set  in  the  open  side  of  an  extinct  volcanic  crater, 
of  whicli  the  whole  interior  has  been  brought  under  smil- 
ing cultivation.  And  yonder  yellowish  spot  *  The  sugar- 
cane tields  of  the  Duke  of  MoTiteleone.  He  is  an  Italian 
nobleman  of  Naples,  who  inherits,  by  right  of  descent,  a 
part  of  the  estates  reserved  here  for  himself  by  Cortez. 
The  Conqueror  was  made  "  Msirqiiis  of  the  Valley,"  with 
liis  port  at  Tehuantcpee,  and  an  estate  comprising  twent 
large  towns  and  villages,  and  23,000  vassals. 

Nowhere   is  there   a   quainter   grouj)    of   old    roc 
churches  than  that  in  this  solid  little  city.     They  ha 
flying    buttresses,  of   two  arches    in   widtli,  descending 
quite  to  the  ground,  domes,  and  other  inlay  in  colored 
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porcelain  tiles;  and  tliey  are  all  clnfltered  togothor,  with 
tombs  and  a  battlemented  wall  about  them.  A  student 
of  architecture  coining  this  way  with  his  sketch-book 
in  Iiis  hand  coald  find  material  liere  for  a  month.  I  am 
not  sure  tlmt  tlio  trip  conld  not  ho  made  enjovably,  as  it 
certainly  could  economiciilly,  on  foot,  with  an  attendant 
to  carry  a  knapsack,  as  we  met  some  German  naturalists 
and  prospectors  making  it  farther  on.  Close  by  is  a  gar- 
den on  a  great  scale  —  the  Jardin  Borda  —  to  which  one 
obtains  admittance  for  a  fee.  It  has  a  stone  fish-pond  ns 
large  as  a  lake,  terraces,  urns^  and  statues  worthy  of  tlio 
most  luxurious  prince  in  Euroiw?.  I  was  told  that  it 
could  be  bought  for  $5000.  I  asked  the  custodian  about 
the  owner — what  he  had  been  remarkable  for. 

*'He  had  uUoh  pe^n<r  replied  the  man,  which  is  Span- 
ish for  '*a  pile  of  money."  Bushels  of  delicionH  man- 
goes were  rotting  untouched  along  the  walks:  From 
the  outer  terrace  you  look  down  into  the  barranca  which 
Alvarado  crossed  by  a  fallen  tree  when  sent  by  bis  inde- 
fatigable general  against  the  disnffectcd  Gonzalo  Pizarro. 
Here  are  guava,  mango,  pine-apple,  banana,  and  plenty  of 
other  fruits,  but  not  yet  the  cocoa-nut,  which  only  flour- 
ishes lower  down. 

Behold  us  ready  to  set  forth  on  the  trail!  Vincente 
I^poz  is  not  proiicnt,  strange  to  say,  to  cast  about  ns  ihe 
fostering  Ciire  he  has  protnined.  On  the  contrary*,  he  has 
quietl}'  sold  ont  his  contract  and  gone  back  to  the  Parque 
del  Conde  with  his  profits.  We  are  in  the  hands  of  a 
new  muleteer,  "  Don  Marcos,"  who  has  never  made  the 
journey  to  Acapulco  before,  and  a  fourteen-year-old  boy, 
"Vincente,"  who  is  dej>ended  upon  to  find  the  way. 
Every  cavalcade  in  Mexico  is  bizarre,  and  ours,  ordinary 
enough  there,  would  attract  attention  elsewhere.  First, 
upon  the  mule  "  Venado"  rides  the  colonel,  a  tall,  spare 
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man,  in  inilitary  bootB,  wide  liat  vvitli  silver  braid «  and  a 
linen  bloase,  tlirough  whieli  project  the  handles  of  huge 
revolvei's.  lie  id  aiming,  not  at  display,  l)nt  comfort.  Of 
myself  1  shall  say  notliing.  It  is  a  privilege  of  tlie  narra- 
tor to  let  it  be  supposed  that  lie  is  always  gallant  and  im- 
posing in  appearance,  and  exactly  adapted  to  the  circnin- 
stances  of  tlie  case.  I  rode  the  rather  largo  bay  horse 
"  Pajaro."  Don  Marcos,  a  deprecating,  tricky  person, 
with  a  purpose,  soon  evident,  of  making  np  from  us  liis 
bad  bargain,  wore  a  crimson  poncho  nnd  cotton  drawers, 
and  bestrode  the  small  wliite  horse  "Palomito'*  (**  Little 
Dove").  Thus  appreciatively  had  he  thouglit  fit  to  name 
all  the  anituals,  though  he  had  but  on  the  instant  come 
into  possession  of  them.  The  trunks,  first  securely  sewn 
np  in  cocoa-nnit(*,  were  tied,  the  coloneVs  upon  the  back 
of  the  mule  '*  Nifta,"  and  mine  upon  *'Aceitnna."  Vin- 
cente,  the  boy,  ran  barefoot  most  of  the  way  to  Acapnlco 
behind  the  mules,  crying,  *^*^Eh!  machoHr-  and  cracking 
At  them  with  a  combination  whip  and  blinder.  With  tins 
same  blinder  their  eyes  were  covered  wliile  their  loads 
were  being  put  on  and  taken  off,  at  morning,  noon,  and 
night. 

There  was  a  bit  of  wagon-road  at  first,  as  tliere  is  out- 
side of  each  of  the  more  important  places  along  the  way. 
This  soon  merged  in  tlie  trail,  wiiich  was  of  increasing 
wildness.  The  lints  and  hamlets  we  fell  in  with  were 
of  cane,  well  thatched.  There  were  fields  of  cane, 
trains  of  mules  laden  with  sugar-loaves,  and  an  occasional 
stately  sugar  hacienda.  Now  and  then  there  wei*e  the  re- 
mains of  one  niiiicd  in  tlie  wars.  At  noon  the  mules 
were  unpacked  at  some  favorable  point,  and  the  ex|>edi- 
tion  rested  for  several  hours.  It  was  the  custom  to  take 
a  siesta  during  the  extreme  heat  of  the  day.  At  nighl 
there  were  occasional  mesonSy  or  rude  inns,  but  generally 
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our  stoppirig-p];icc  was  such  awonirntKJation  aa  could  be 
offered  by  the  inhabitants  of  tlio  villages.  The  baggage 
was  piled  up  under  a  thatched  pavilion.  Beds,  coneisting 
of  mats  of  stiff  canes  resting  npon  trestles,  were  arranged 
for  ns  along-side,  or  in  open  piuzzas.  These,  in  the  warm 
nights,  were  more  agreeable  than  niiglit  be  supposed.  A 
Ui  (jnerre  comrne  d  la  (jn^rre !  Sleeiniig  almost  under  the 
hdle  etoile^  you  could  study  the  constellations,  the  out- 
lines of  strange,  dark  hills,  your  own  thoughts,  and  hear 
the  dogs  bark,  down  at  remote  Sacocoyuca,  Rincou,  and 
Dos  Arroyos,  and  there  was  not  a  little  pleasant  novelty 
ill  tlie  situation.     At  the  gray  of  dawn  we  were  off. 

The  people,  all  of  Aztec  blood,  were  gentle  with  us, 
honest,  and  not  much  less  comfortable  in  their  circum- 
stances tlian  fiinners  newly  establislied  at  the  West. 
The  predicted  didienlties  of  the  nndertakJng  largely 
melted  away.  It  rained  chiefly  at  lught ;  there  were  but 
one  or  two  bIhiwlm-k  in  tlje  daytime,  Hiongh  of  these  one 
was  very  hard.  The  food  obtained  along  the  way  was  of 
rustic  quality,  and  occasionally  scanty,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  often  excellent.  Chickens  were  genei*ally  to 
be  had,  with  fritnl  bananas  as  the  most  frequent  vegeta- 
ble acconipaninient.  The  national  dish  of  frljoles  (black 
beans)  w&s  always  palatable.  There  was  milk  in  tlie 
morning,  but  not  at  night,  the  cows  being  milked  but 
once  a  day.  Wc  foi'agcd  more  or  less  for  ourselves. 
The  colonel  would  demand  u  couple  of  eggs  under  the 
offdiand  fijfmula  of  un  par  tie  hhmtjuillo^^  which  can 
hardly  be  translated,  bnt  is  as  much  as  to  say,  **  A  pair  of 
little  white  'uns."  He  declared  it  *'a  misenible  popula- 
tion "  where  they  were  not  to  be  had. 

On  the  very  first  da}'  out  Don  Marcos  came  to  say  that 
he  had  no  money  with  which  to  buy  feed  for  the  ani- 
mals.    It  was  with  the  reserve  I  had  retained,  doled  out 
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little  by  littlo,  that  this  necessary  purpose  was  thcreaftei- 
accomplislicd,  and  the  flrrttfro  perhaps  kept  from  leaving 
lis  in  the  lurch.  ^H 

It  was  d  pmpos  of  this  incident  that  luy  firet  glimpe^^ 
into  the  pt^culiar  nature  and  inclinationB  of  the  colonel 
was  obtained.  It  was  now  evident  that  it  would  have 
been  better  not  to  have  paid  the  mfin  in  advance.  But 
the  colonel  refused  eitlier  to  regi-et  tlvat  ho  had  done  so 
or  to  regard  it  aa  a  lesson  for  the  future. 

"I  am   a   philosoplier,"   he  said.     "The   philosophi 
makes  no  account  of  such  things."' 

These  views  he  professed  also  on  other  occasions,  an^ 
Bceincd,  with  a  bravado  of  stoicism,  almost  to  go  in  searcl 
of  inconveniences. 

"  But  is  it  not  rather  pliilosophy,"  I  ai^ned,  "  to  avoid 
snch  inconveniences  as   one  can   by  a  little  exercise  of 
forethought,  and  then  endure  the  inevitable  with  equi 
nimity  r' 

'*Ko;  that  is  the  civilian's,  not  tlie  soldier's,  point 
view,"  he  persisted,  with  obstinacy. 


IV. 

This  route,  probably  no  better,  and  certainly  no  woi 
was  travelled,  as  now,  nearly  a  liniulred  years  before  th 
Pilgrims   landed   at   Plytnonth   Rock.     It  was  the  sol 
highway    between    Acapnleo,    the   only   really    excelloi 
port  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  the  capital.     It  has  6< 
the  traiisit  of  convoys  of  treasure,  slaves,  silks,  and  spi< 
from  the  Indies,  bound  in  part  for  Old  Spain.     A  rei 
ular  galleon  used  to  sail  from  Acapnleo  for  supplies 
Oriental  goods.     It  has  seen  the  march  of  royalist  trooj 
nnder  the  sixty-fonr  viceroys,  and  of  many  a  wild  insui 
gent  troop.    Morelos  operated  here,  with  his  bandit  ham 
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kercJiief  round  his  Lead,  and  kept  the  district  clear  of 
Spaniards  down  to  the  sea  at  Acapuloo.  By  one  of  tlie 
rivers  still  lies  the  massive  stone-work  for  a  bridge,  the 
construi^tion  of  which  was  abandoned  in  tlie  War  of  In- 
dependence, seventy  years  a»^o. 

MoBt  nionicntous  of  all  the  processions  it  has  seen, 
however,  must  be  counted  that  of  Iturbide,  who  returned 
along  it,  with  his  new  t]*i-L'olored  flag  of  the  three  guar- 
antees— ^Ileligion,  Union,  and  Indepcndent'e — to  the  cap- 
ital, to  make  himself,  for  a  brief  season.  Emperor.  Tiiis 
brilliant  tignre,  of  such  an  ignominious  end,  is  still  great- 
ly honored  ia  Mexico,  and  there  is  something  rather  typ- 
ical of  Mexico,  or  of  Spanish  America  geiicrally,  in  his 
history.  Taking  the  position  wliieh  would  have  been 
that  of  a  Tory  here,  Iici  fought  agninst  the  earlier  insur- 
rection of  his  country,  from  its  outbreak,  in  180S,  till 
1820.  Sent  in  command  of  an  army  against  the  rebel 
chief  Guerrero  in  the  latter  year,  he  united  with  instead 
of  attacking  hiin,  seized  a  convoy  of  treasure  to  serve  as 
sinews  of  war,  and  drew  np  at  Iguala — a  cliarming  little 
city  on  the  route — a  plan  of  independence  of  his  own. 
The  Viceroy,  in  despair,  tried  to  buy  him  back  with 
promises  of  pardon,  money,  and  higher  command,  but 
without  success.  He  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  the 
capital  in  September,  1^21.  In  May  of  tlic  following  year 
a  sedition,  which  he  had  without  doubt  artfully  set  on  foot, 
roused  him  at  his  hotel  at  night,  with  a  clamor  that  he 
sliould  become  Emperor.  He  appeared  upon  his  balcon}' 
and  affected  to  reluctantly  consent  to  the  popular  will. 

He  modelled  himself  after  Napoleuti,  nearly  his  con- 
temporary. There  is  a  portrait  of  him  at  the  National 
Palace,  in  the  same  gorgeous  coronation  robes  affected  by 
the  latter,  though  in  his  own  whiskered  countenance  he 
is  more  like  the  English  Prince  Kegent  of  the  same  date. 
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lu  August  he  imprisoned  some  Deputies,  and  in  October, 
still  following  his  illustrious  prototype,  put  his  troublo- 
flotne  Congress  out-of-dooi's.  But  in  October  also  the 
country  rose  agniiist  liirn,  and  iic  was  obliged  to  leave  it 
and  take  refuge  in  Engljirjd.  Ue  returned  again  in  July 
of  the  next  year — another  Napoleon  from  Ell)a;  but,  in- 
stead of  sweeping  tiie  country  with  etithusiasni*  he  was 
seized  upon  landing,  and  ordered  to  prepare  for  death 
within  two  hours.  Four  days  of  grace  were  finally  given 
hinu  and  then  he  was  shot. 

Iturbide  was  a  person  of  a  lughly  politic  turn,  as  has 
been  seen.  A  tljorough  devotee  of  expediency,  he  tnain- 
trtincd  (and  tlierc  was  not  a  little  truth  in  this)  that  a  ]>eo- 
ple  made  uj)  so  largely  of  Indian  serfs  suddenly  released 
from  tyranny  was  not  ready  for  self-government.  He 
said  that  he  liad  meant  tlie  Empire  to  be  only  temporary. 
He  had  shown  no  personal  valor  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  as  thcrt;  had  been  no  occasion  for  it;  all  his  act- 
ual fighting  had  been  against  it.  Yet  he  is  commemo- 
rated in  the  nution^d  anthuni^^  and  ii  certain  hold,  in  the 
Napoleonic  way,  which  he  had  upon  tlic  popular  imagina- 
tion, was  relied  upon  by  the  Erench  wlien  tliey  endeav- 
ored to  eetablish  Maximilian  in  Mexico.  A  grandson  of 
Itnrbide  still  lives  wlio  was  adopted  by  Maximilian,  in 
order  to  give  his  dynasty  a  more  indigenous  effect,  and' 
made  heir  to  the  succession.  The  boy's  mother,  who  at 
first  acquiesced  in  the  usurping  order  of  things,  later 
repented,  and  endeavored  to  get  him  away.  This  was 
finally  effected  through  the  mediations  of  Secretary  Sew- 
ard and  Mr.  Jolin  Bigelow,  tlien  Mitiister  to  France. 


•  "tii  &  lo  lid  contra  hur^te  enemiga 
No8  (t)uvtKra  lu  trorapti  gueirera, 
De  Iturbide  In  eocm  banders, 
Mexicanos  valicntos,  seguid  I** 
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XXI. 

CONVERSATIONS  BY  THE  WAY  WITH  A    COLONEL, 


I 

^B  A. 


ItrRBiDE  was  the  subject  of  confab  between  the 
colonel  and  myself  iis  we  jogged  along  tlio  way;  and 
this  led  iiaturully  up  to  Maximilian.  My  companion 
had  served  nnder  Eecobedo  in  the  campaign  in  which 
Maximilian  was  overthrown,  and  had  witnessed  his  exe- 
cutiun  at  the  tragic  Cerro  de  las  Cainpanas, 
\  *^  He  died  like  a  true  soldier,'"  said  tlie  colonel.  "He 
was  not  afraid ;  thongli  lie  deserved  his  fate,  and  I  would 
ot  jjave  had  it  otherwise." 

It  seems  to  be  the  general  verdict  that  this  ill-starred 
nler  was  not  without  the  physical  fortitude  which  is  es- 
teemed a  part  of  the  heritage  of  princes.  But  he  was 
better  fitted  for  many  olher  things  than  the  tusk  of  fast- 
ning  a  monarchy  upon  belligerent  Mexico.  I  drew  the 
conversation,  when  an  opening  appeared,  to  the  present 
novel  relations  of  Mexico  with  our  own  countrj*. 

"Had  1  the  authority/**  said  the  colonel,  frankly,  "I 
would  never  have  granted  the  railroad  charters  which  are 
making  this  great  bustle.  I  fear  the  aggressions  of  the 
Americans.  The  conservative  Mexican  policy  is  to  grant 
you  such  privileges  only  when  they  are  balanced  by  others 
to  Europeans.  This  was  the  consistent  policy  of  Juarez 
jind  Lenlo.     It  was  Portirio  Diaz,  during  his  presidency, 

ho  fii-st  broke  it  down  and  brought  this  invasion  upon  us." 
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*'  We,  o»  the  contrary,  incline  to  make  it  one  of  liis 
merits,"  I  said — "ft  proof  of  liis  aiiperior  cntigliteiniient. 
He  stepped  over  the  boiiudarieH  of  iiiu-mw  ]>ie judice  and 
jealo«8y,  and  allowed  u  bej^iiming  to  be  made  of  duvelojv 
inn^  the  conntry  bj  tliose  who  were  readv  to  do  it,  with- 
out waiting  fartlier  for  tliose  who  would  not/' 

"  I  lift  cncniicB  &iiy  he  was  bonglit,"  rejoined  the  colonel, 
M'lio  had  eviderUly  no  great  love  for  Porfiiio.  "lie  lias 
not  been  wholly  nbove  corruption  in  Lis  time.  lie  uiade 
fabiiluns  ennis  out  of  the  liquidation  of  the  military  ar- 
rears, far  instance.  lie  paid  a  million  dollars  for  his 
mngniticent  hacienda  in  the  state  of  Oaxaca.  Where 
did  that  eome  from  i  That  is  a  great  weakness  among 
U8  for  official  eorruptiun.  Tliere  are  too  many  examples 
of  it.  A  defanlling  pei'son  in  a  high  place  is  rarely  pun- 
ished. When  I  see  a  case  of  that  kind  treated  with  se- 
verity I  sliali  begin  to  conceive  new  hopes." 

"But,"  I  argued,  "  tlie  Ainericaivs  certainly  linve  no 
other  designs  than  that  of  comnterciHl  profit.  TJicy  do 
not  want  your  country.  What  AmerieauH  have  anything 
to  gaiti  by  taking  it  \  Who  would  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  war  of  annexation  ?  We 
look  out  for  oni*selve3  as  iudividuals,  and  we  fail  to  sec 
where  the  profit  comes  in.  We  are  large  cnongii  now 
to  gratify  i»ur  own  vanity  on  that  score.  Love  of  glory 
and  terntorial  aggrandizement  is  not  one  of  our  national 
traits.  Spoliation  might  rather  l>e  feared  at  tlio  liands 
of  some  ambitious  prince,  if  you  had  any  such  for  a 
neighbor,  who  could  turn  it  to  personal  account.'* 

"You  will  not  annex  ns  M'ith  bayonets,"  he  returned; 
''you  will  annex  ns  with  dollars.  I  feel  it;  I  know  it. 
Your  great  commercial  enterprises  will  insensibly  get 
hold  of  the  vitals  of  our  country,  and  the  rest  M'ill  follow. 
Perhaps  there  may  be  disturbancos,  and  your  governnieot 


VOyVEHSATIONS   WITH  A    VOLOSKL 


277 


called  in  to  protect  the  property  of  investors.  There  will 
naturally  be  sympathy  for  tliein  at  home,  and  they  will 
move  heaven  and  earth  rather  tlian  lose.  A  thousand 
times  better  tiiat  our  country  were  not  developed  at  all 
than  at  sueh  a  price.*' 

As  I  still  insisted  upon  the  unreasonableness  of  this 
notion,  the  colonel  continued:  "Even  granting  that  you 
are  sincere  in  what  you  say  of  the  wishes  of  your  people, 
I  feel  that  it  is  the  inunifeat  destiny  of  Mexico  to  be  taken 
by  the  United  States.  In  former  times  the  Latin  races 
ruled  the  world,  but  in  this  and  the  coming  ages  the  Sax- 
on race  will  do  it.  You  are  a  strong,  comujercial  people, 
and  commerce  is  the  breatli  of  the  nostrils  of  modern 
civilization.  Look  at  what  you  have  done  in  California 
since  it  ceased  to  be  a  Spanish  provinee.  T  have  been  at 
San  Francisco — a  great,  splendid  city  ;  I  looked  upon  it 
with  amazement.  'This  was  once  Mexican/  I  said  to 
myself.  *  Ah,  what  a  different  genius  from  that  of  Mex- 
ico I'  Yes,  you  will  ijet  ns.  It  will  be  the  amelioration 
of  many  abuses,  an*!  our  greater  pros]>erity,  without 
donbt;  but  I  hope  I  shall  never  live  to  see  the  day.  As 
a  pati-iot,  as  a  soldier,  1  would  give  my  life  fifty  times 
over  rather  than  consent  to  it/' 

"Bat,  since  you  concede  such  benctits  ns  probable,''  I 
ventured  to  say,  '*  what  is  this  patriotism  upon  which  yon 
so  strongly  insist?  We  do  not  want  you,  and  have  no 
designs  upon  you,  bnt — purely  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
and  talking  ns  cnliglitened  persons — is  it  not  rather  fan- 
tastic \  Is  a  bonndary-line  such  an  object  in  itself?  3Iay 
not  a  good  dual  that  lias  stood  for  patriotism  in  the  past 
be  a  mere  provincial  narrowness^  Supposing  that  Mex- 
ico, or  Canada,  without  force,  but  in  its  own  judgment  of 
what  was  for  the  good  of  its  people,  should  desire  to  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Union,  maintaining  its  organization  in 
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States  aud  its  local  self-government  as  now,  and  merely 
sending  delegates  to  Washington  to  represent  it  in  na- 
tional aflfairs,  would  yon,  as  a  Mexican  citizen,  fee!  bound 
to  resist,  as  if  it  were  tiie  consummation  of  somctliing 
scandalous  and  recreant?  Is  not  tlio  enjoyment  of  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  liappiness  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage, the  object  of  a  rational  being?  Is  tliere  any 
virtue  in  an  essential  Mexicani&ni,  Americanism,  or  An- 
glicism, that  it  should  be  preserved  at  all  hazards  { 

And,  having  asked  many  such-like  questions,  \  endeav- 
ored, farther,  to  explain  a  view  that  we  may  be  all  ap- 
proaching a  great  cosmopolitan  period,  when  we  shall  be 
raemborH  of  a  rei)ublie  of  iiatioiifj  and  foreigners,  as 
such,  shall  nowhere  any  longer  be  either  dreaded  or  de- 
spised. 

"That  is  all  very  well/*  said  tlie  colonel,  stubbornly, 
"since  the  advantage  is  to  fall  on  your  side;  but  I  tell 
yon  I  would  give  my  heart's  blood  rather  than  see  it." 

As  to  the  value  of  his  prognostication  I  have  no  opin- 
ion ;  but  this  seriousness  of  conviction  about  the  plans  of 
the  Americans  from  such  a  source  was  full  uf  interest. 
It  IB  held  by  the  bulk  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  it 
means  trouble  ahead  for  the  enterprises,  since  it  must 
increase  with  tlicir  very  Buceesa. 

"  Has  any  party  ever  been  Iieard  of,  with  yon,  in  favor 
of  annexation  f'  I  went  on  to  ask. 

"There  is  no  such  party,"  he  replied.  "There  are 
none  who  could  favor  it  —  unless,  singularly  enough,  it 
might  be  the  Church  party.  Protestant  country  though 
you  are,  with  you  they  could  enjoy  a  greater  freedom 
than  here.  Since  their  suppression  under  the  War  of  the 
Reform  there  can  be  no  convents,  religious  orders,  nor 
monastic  schools;  but  in  the  United  States,  I  understand, 
they  could  have  as  many  as  they  wished.'' 
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The  colonel  wus  rather  fond,  o^  stated,  of  dwelling 
upon  the  soldier's  point  of  view.  One  daj,  when  lie  had 
been  wi-iting,  as  lie  said,  to  his  motiier,  he  declared,  in  a 
gloomy  mood,  not  witliout  its  pathos:  "Tliat  is  the  only 
tie  that  hinds  me  to  life.  At  fortj-fonr»  as  you  see  nie, 
I  have  passed  Hirongh  many  disiippoiritinents  and  cha- 
grins. I  liHve  little  pk'Hsuru  in  tlio  present  and  no  great 
hopes  for  the  future.  Well,  that  is  a  proper  state  of  mind 
for  the  soldier. 

*'  The  soldier,"  he  went  on  to  say,  '^  should  be  one  who 
either  sets  little  value  upon  life,  and  looks  to  death  as  a 
release,  or  one  having  a  supreme  sense  of  honor,  of  pride 
in  his  profession, and  duty  to  his  government.  He  makes 
a  contract,  as  it  were,  with  authority.  He  is  well  paid  and 
highly  considered ;  in  return,  he  must  bo  ready  to  spill 
his  blood  whenever  his  employer  demands  it.'* 


II. 

The  display  of  childish  selfishness  on  my  conipanion''8 
part  to  wliich  I  have  adverted  consisted  in  getting  up 
one  morning  and  riding  off  on  my  horse,  without  saying 
so  much  as  *'  By  your  leave."  He  had  east  eyes  on  it  as 
we  went  along,  judged  it  to  be  on  the  whole  preferable 
to  his  mule,  and  in  this  direct  way  took  possession.  The 
matter  was  adjusted,  but  n^t  till  it  had  assumed  at  one 
time  an  almost  international  aspect.  It  was  in  the  cool- 
ness resulting  from  this  Incident  that  I  rode  on  alone 
and  fii-st  saw  Iguala. 

The  expedition  had  stopped,  after  its  usual  day's  march, 
before  sunset,  at  the  tropical  humlet  of  Platanillo.  I 
was  anxious,  howevei*,  to  pass  the  niglit  instead  in  the 
notable  city  named.  The  twilight  shuts  dowi^  very  rap- 
idly here,  and  from  the  estimates  of  casual  informants  I 


had  miscalcnlated  the  distance.  ^^ Adelanlitn^  Mefiorl 
they  siiid,  after  the  inaccurate  way  of  sucli  iuforinanU-^ 
"Just  a  Jitlle  way  ahead  ;''  "ylca  bajito^  no  tna^" — "  Ri 
down  there;  a  mere  trifle,  tliat  is  all.*'  I  had  a  distan 
glimpse  or  two  of  it  from  the  pass,  wliile  the  sun  glowed 
like  a  beacon-fire  on  the  crests  of  vast  mountains  encom- 
passing its  little  valley.  A  small  lake  sparkled  in  its  vi- 
cinity, and  plautatiuns  of  cane  near  it  sliuwed  a  brigliter 
green.  Of  the  town  itself,  wliich  might  have  been  a 
luammoth  hacienda,  only  a  dome  and  a  few  white  spots 
appeared  ont  of  the  midst  of  a  qnadran^jle  of  foliage 
marked  off  on  all  sides  to  an  even  line.  Tlien  night 
came  on,  a  dui-k  and  cloudy  one,  though  without  rain. 
My  horse  slipped  with  me  on  the  steep  over  rolling 
stones.  It  was  no  longer  safe  to  ride  after  that,  and  L^ 
led  him  most  of  the  way,  picking  out  the  path  in 
dark.  The  view  had  been  very  deceptive,  and  we 
many  miles  to  go. 

Lonely  gulches,  brooks,  and  bits  of  wood  were  p«i 
Cows  had  gone  to  sleep  in  upland  pastures,  and  one  occa- 
sionally loomed  np,  a  mysterious  shape,  in  the  path  and 
to(»k  hereelf  out  of  the  way.  The  rays  of  a  clouded  moon 
gleamed  now  and  then  on  a  wldte  patch  of  the  lake,  bat 
the  city  seemed  to  have  vanished  out  of  existence.  At 
last,  however,  a  dim  light  in  a  dome,  then  a  barking  of 
dogs,  and  andible  human  voices.  All  this  time  tJiere  had 
been  neither  house  nor  but.  It  was  after  nine  o'clot 
I  came  close  up  to  one  of  tlie  formal  lines  of  trc 
opened  a  gate  in  it,  aiid  was  In  the  midst  of  Ignala. 

I  do  not  know  wbetlicr  the  place  has  quite  advanta| 
enough  to  offset  so  much  discomfort.     What  there  is  t7 
be  seen  could  easily  have  been  taken  in  the  next  day  on 
the  march.     There  is  no  other  vestige  of  Iturbide  yielded 
to  inquiry  than  the  house  in  which  the  Plan  of  Iguala  is 
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Baid  to  liave  been  signed — the  oldest,  as  it  ia  one  of  the 
Bhabbiust,  in  the  place.  It  is  of  one  Btory,  like  most  pro- 
vincial Mexican  houses,  with  tlie  whitewash  badly  rubbed 
off  its  adobes,  and  is  now  a  poor  fonda,  or  restaurant, 
without  so  much  as  a  sign. 

But  Iguala  is  charming.  A  row  of  clean,  white  colon- 
nades, made  up  of  square  pillars  of  masonry,  supporting 
red-tiled  roofs,  extends  around  a  central  plaza.  The  win- 
dows of  the  better  residences  are  closed,  not  with  glass, 
but  projecting  wooden  gratings  of  turned  posts,  painted 
green.  Tlic  market,  a  little  paved  plaza,  opening  from 
the  otiier,  conn^ists  of  a  series  of  double  colonnades,  light, 
commodious,  and  very  attractive.  The  chwrch,  of  a  no- 
ble, massive  form,  made  gay  by  an  azure  belfry  and  clock, 
stands  in  a  grassy  enclosure  surrounded  by  posts  and 
chains.  Across  the  way  is  the  zocalo,  with  brick  benches, 
deep,  grateful  bhade  of  tamiinndoH^  as  large  as  elms,  and 
arbors  draped  with  sweet-peas  in  blossom.  Such  a  park, 
audi  a  church,  and  such  a  market  could  be  conscientious- 
ly recommended  as  wortliy  of  any  populace  in  the  world. 
The  heads  of  palm-trees  star  the  heavier,  Northern -look- 
ing foliage.  Grass  sprouts  plentifully  between  tlic  cob- 
blestones,  and  gives  a  rural  air.  A  band  played  in  the 
zocalo  in  the  evening,  though  tliere  was  but  a  small  scat- 
tering of  persons  to  hear  it. 

Ab  J  was  making  a  skctx^h  of  the  zocalo  from  a  portal 
some  very  well-dressed  young  men  and  a  p»*ofesHor  came 
out.  It  proved  that  this  house  was  a  school,  and  a  pleas- 
ant one  it  seemed. 

^''Amigo^^ — friend — they  said,  in  a  rather  patronizing 
tone,"  what  is  your  interest  in  this  place?  What  is  your 
picturing  designed  for?" 

Three  days  farther  on  is  Chilpancingo,  to  which  also 
complimentary  terms— in  a  lesser  nie^ure  than  Iguala — 
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may  be  applied.  It  is  the  cjipitul  of  tlils  rugged  Guerre- 
ro, a  state  named  after  the  patriot  general,  who  was  once, 
like  our  own  Marcos  and  Vincente  Lopez,  a  muleteer.  It 
contains  aa  ornate  Government-house,  a  zocalo  with  a 
muHie-Btand;  and  we  met  licrc  a  colonel  of  the  detacli- 
nient  of  cavalry  guarding  the  country,  gotten  up  in  such 
da}>pcr  civilian  riding-dress  as  if  for  a  promenade  in  Cen- 
tral Park.  Popnlalion — but  populations  are  liard  to  get 
at  in  Mexico.  I  should  say,  at  random,  for  either  place, 
about  tlijcp  thousand  people. 

At  Cliilpancingo  you  see  the  place  in  which  the  orig- 
inal Declaration  of  Independence  of  Mexico  was  pro- 
claimed, in  lbl3.  It  had  to  be  fouglit  for  many  a  long 
year  till  the  day  of  Iturbide.  This  is  merely  a  white 
house  with  a  tablet,  and  not  of  fartiier  interest.  It  was 
A  wild  and  problcnnUie  cause,  truly,  when  remote  CliiliMin- 
cingo  M'as  resorted  to  by  the  first  constituent  Congi'ess, 
assembled  by  Fadi-e  Morelos,  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
Spain. 

But  how  has  all  this  been  done?  These  little  bits  of 
ornate  civilization  are  like  enchanted  places  which  we 
liappen  upon  in  penetrating  the  fasttiesses  of  the  moun- 
tains. Perjiaps  we  had  better  take  out  at  once  some 
euch  commission  as  that  of  the  Adelantado  of  the  Seven 
Cities;  and  yet  greater  discoveries  may  await  us,  never 
before  heard  of  by  man.  Euch  lies  in  its  miniature  val- 
ley, smiling  and  fertile,  with  wagon-roa4i8  for  a  little 
space  around;  but  their  inhabitants  can  hardly  be  con- 
ceived as  going  over  the  wild  trail  to  siipply  themselves 
with  the  faeliions  and  comforts  they  possess. 

Candid  judges  from  without  would  pronounce  it  im- 
passable, and  think  it  a  practical  joke  that  they  were 
asked  to  consider  it  a  road.  We  crossed  and  recrossed 
Bwift^  small  streams,  the  water  reaching  to  the  animals* 
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eiiouldcrs.    Tlic  colonel  had  a  way  of  dangllnp;  his  military 
boots  OT)  such  occasions  iu  the  water,  to  let  lue  see  liow 
excellently  they  were  made ;  but  one  night,  1  observed,  lie 
could  not  get  thetn  off,  and  the  next  nioriting  lie  coul^H 
rot  get  them  on.     Ail  of  one  day  we  traversed  the  cafU^^ 
da,  or  gorge,  of  Cholitea,  over  a  sandy  bed  of  winch  the 
flood   had   not   yet   taken   possession ;  another  day, 
Ca5ada  del  2^pilote.     Our  old  friend  of  the  North, 
ailanthus,  was  couiaion  where  other  natural  features  we 
dreariest,  and  often  filled   the  air  insufiFerably  with 
odor.     The  threoL  rivers  crossing  our  way  were  swoll 
indeed,  as  had  been  predicted.      When   we   cjiir»e  do 
to  the  wide  Mcscain    it  was  opaqne  with   red  soil,  a 
tearing  past  at  twenty  miles  an  hour.     We  were  trans 
ported  across  it  in  a  flat  skif!  guided  by  an  oar.    There 
was  no  plank  to  aid  in  the  embarking  of  the  hoi*se8,  and 
one  of  them  fell  into  eiich  a  panic  as  caused  a  terri: 
combat  of  well-nigh  half  an  hour.    lie  was  finally  thro 
on  board,  more  dead  than  alive,  with  lassoed  legs. 

"Ah,  what  a  soul  you  have!"  (Ah^  qua  alma  tienea 
cried  Marcos  fervently  to  his  animal,  which  had  well-nigh 
kicked  ns  all  into  the  river;  and  losing  all  policy  in  li 
rage,  he  begged  to  borrow  my  revolver,  that  he  mi 
despatch  such  a  brute,  of  the  ownership  of  wJiich  he 
ashamed. 

The  Pa|)agallo  River  succeeding,  we  crossed  in  a  d 
out,  and  the  animals  swam.     I  asked  the  colonel,  in 
simplicity,  if  this  were  not  more  or  lefis  like  war,  meaning 
the  manner  of  travel,  our  foraging,  half  oj>eii-air  way 
sleeping,  and  the  like.     lie  smiled  in  disdain,  and  ga' 
me  a  sketch  of  his  campaigns  in  t!ie  day  of  the  Fren 
nsurpation.     The  rightful  government  had   had  at  o' 
time  so  little  foothold  in  the  country  that  it  was  call 
the  Government  of  Paso  del  Norte,  from  the  farth 
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town  on  tlie  nortliem  frontier,  to  whicli  it  was  driven. 
Eating  and  fileepin^^  seem  hurdly  to  liave  been  the  cnsloin 
at  all  till,  by  an  nnremitting  guerilla  warfare,  tlie  tide 
was  turned. 

Wlien  we  came  to  "the  Cajones,''  however,  lie  admit- 
ted that  this  waft  a  little  like  war.  \Vc  slijjped  ami  slid 
all  one  day  down  the  Cajonos — natural,  or  rather  mast 
wofolly  annatiiral,  stops  in  the  solid  rock,  in  the  midst 
of  a  dark  forest.  The  perpendiculai's  are  three  and  four 
feet  at  a  time,  and  often  there  are  inud-liole*  at  tlie  bot- 
tom ;  and  besides,  there  are  vines  that  aim  to  take  yoa 
under  the  chin.  The  eag'acious  steadiness  of  the  pack- 
tallies,  picking  their  steps  unaided  iu  the  most  critical 
situations,  was  wonderful  to  see. 

We  met  peons,  in  white  cotton,  coming  up  with  barrels 
of  ardent  spirits  on  their  shonhlera,  and  we  cuinc  to  a  full 
stop  to  allow  the  passage  of  jingling  rruile-tralnR  of  gooils. 
Tlie  water  ran  in  the  path  with  us,  courteously  sharing  Its 
right  of  way.  At  one  place  it  increased  and  converged 
from  every  side,  and  the  wood  was  full  of  its  murmurs, 
as  if  another  universal  deluge  were  coming  to  overwhelm 
us.  It  was  full,  also,  of  patches  of  pale-green  light  upon 
moss-covered  stones,  and  limpid  pools,  and  delicate  ferns, 
like  snow  crystals  turned  vegetable.  Kow  and  then  some 
white  cascade  stood  out  of  the  semi-obscurity  like  a  beck- 
oning Undine. 

Among  vegetable  growths  on  the  way  was  the  gum- 
copal,  not  unlike  our  white  birch.  There  was  a  tree,  the 
cuahuete — if  I  may  trust  the  pronunciation  of  Marcos — 
smooth,  bronze-colored,  and  often  of  a  repulsive  red,  as  if 
full  of  blood.  We  saw  a  good  many  charming  red-and- 
yellow  flowers  on  a  high  bush,  like  butterfliefi  alighted, 
and  once  or  twice  a  sprig  of  he^otrope  and  a  calla-lily. 
The  amap^y  found  in  the  villages,  and  somewhat  like  the 
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chestnut,  was  the  fioe&t  shade-tree.  There  woe  a  notal 
absence  throughout  the  jonrney  of  what  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  deem  the  essentially  tropical  features.  Ver/ 
often  one  migiit  have  been  riding  in  the  woods  of  Con- 
necticut. Tiierc  was  not  even  a  rank  hixuriance  of 
growth,  just  as  there  were  no  serpents  nor  the  ewarms 
of  pestiferous  insects  (other  than  a  few  gnats)  to  liave 
been  expected.  We  saw  once  a  couple  of  coyote  wolvc« 
trotting  demurely  akmg,  and,  again,  a  large  i^uanay  a 
liarniless  reptile,  one  of  whitrli  I  also  noted  later,  gliding 
around  an  old  bronze  gun  at  the  fort  of  Acapulco. 

Birds  I  hardly  recollect  at  all,  except  a  white  lieron  or 
two,  charmingly  reflected  in  an  upland  pool  one  earlj 
morning,  and  the  ffcn^rtt^  a  kind  of  black-bird.  Vincente 
pelted  at  these  latter  witii  snmll  stones,  by  way  of  trying 
Lis  aim.  The  organ-cactns,  however,  should  be  exempted 
from  the  complaint  of  a  want  of  tropicality.  It  abounds 
thickly  about  the  gorges  and  on  the  mountain  slopes. 
Rising  twcMty-iive  feet  and  more  in  height,  tlie  plants 
are  like  seven-branched  candlesticks  of  the  Mosaic  law, 
or  spears  of  the  gods  hurled  down  and  yot  (jnivering  in 
the  earth.  The  fan-j)alin,  too,  must  be  e.\cepted.  It 
crops  out  on  the  bleak  hill-sides  as  common  as  mullein- 
stalks  with  us.  I  can  never  respect  it,  in  the  conserva- 
tories, again.  To  see  it  tiiua  was  a  kind  of  shock  :  it  was 
]ike  seeing  some  exotic  belle  of  society  masquerading  as 
a  kitchen  wench.  For  one  day  before  reaching  the  coast 
we  had  the  cocoa- nut -palins.  Nobody  in  the  hamlets 
would  get  the  fruit  down  for  us  except  on  a  wholesale 
order,  for  muniticent  prices,  which  brought  the  cost  above 
what  it  is  in  New  York.  There  was  often  a  shortage  of 
the  otlier  fruits  and  commodities^  as  sugar,  in  the  same 
way,  in  or  near  the  very  places  where  they  grew. 

Toward  the  concluding  stages  of  the  march  we  fell  hi 
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with  another  travelliiig-companion,  an  officer  in  the  Cus- 
toms service.  Wlitiii  lie  leaniCLl  that  tl»e  colonel  wjis 
going  to  tlic  fnuitier,  with  a  vitjw,  auiotig  other  tilings, 
to  BUppresB  the  extensive  smuggling  carried  on  there, 
he  said,  "You  had  better  make  your  little  $20,000  or 
$30,000  by  protecting  it.  That  will  be  iniieli  less  trou- 
ble. The  sniugglera  will  buy  up  your  soldiers,  anyway; 
so  it  amounts  to  the  same  thing." 

I  must  not  represent  tiiat  tiie  colonel  was  always  of  an 
oppressively  serious  carriage.  On  the  contrary,  he  devel- 
oped a  vein  of  humor,  the  more  amusing  from  the  simple 
good-faith  of  those  at  whose  expense  it  was  generally  ex- 
ercised. 

"Do  you  charge  no  more  than  this  to  persons  of  our 
consideration,  my  good  woman  ?"  he  said  to  a  peiisiuit, 
whose  bill  was  modest,  though  but  in  keeping  with  the 
primitive  nature  of  the  accommodations.  "It  is  a  species 
of  affront,  as  one  miglit  say.  Do  you  comprehend  that  I 
am  a  colonel  in  the  army,  and  this  wrntletnan  a  learned 
traveller,  noting  down  the  manners  and  customs  of  for- 
eign lands?  "Wiien  strangers  of  onr  position  como  tiiis 
way  agflin  understand  that  double  what  yoii  have  de- 
manded is  the  least  that  yon  should  take." 

The  woman,  abashed,  received  doable  Iier  fee,  and  re- 
plied that  she  would  bear  the  lesson  in  mind  for  the 
benefit  of  future  comere. 

Again,  meeting  three  honest-faced  Indian  maids,  with 
pitchers  on  thuir  heads,  going  to  the  spring,  ho  said, 
"Good-day,  Marias!"  and  turtiing  to  me,  in  an  aside, 
"Not  that  I  know,  from  Adam,  whether  one  of  them 
is  Maria  or  not.*' 

He  praised  glaringly,  to  her  face,  as  of  exceeding  come* 
Jiness,  a  servant-maid  who  wore  g<dd  ear-rings  and  neck- 
lace, and  was,  perhaps,  not  of  more  than  average  dumpi- 
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11688  and  plainness.    She  waited  on  us  at  table  at  Tierra 
Colorada.    The  colonel  desired  to  know  her  name* 

"Victoria;^ 

*'  Well  are  yon  named  Victoria !''  he  eried,  in  simnlated 
enthusiasui.     ^^  Que  c<ira  Aimpatica/^'*  ("What  a  ejmpfr- 
thetic  face !'')  he  repeated  at  intervals. 
•  Meekly,  and  with  no  suspicion  of  raillery,  she  replied^ 
each  time,  *'  Mil  ijracioM  (**  A  thousand  thanks'*),  g^ftorJ*^ 

"Give  thanks  rather  to  Heaven,  which  made  you  &n, 
and  not  ns,  who  do  but  recognize  it,"  rejoined  tlie  colonel, 
piously. 

At  La  Venta  de  Peregrine  the  night  was  hot,  and  it 
still  rained,  after  having  ruined  all  day.  A  garden  of 
bananas  twenty  feet  tall  grew  next  the  basket-Iiko  house 
of  canes  where  we  stopped.  We  hung  up  our  wet  gar- 
ments and  properties  on  the  poles  of  tlie  thatched  porch, 
»ir  pavilion,  till  it  resembled  one  of  those  very  numer- 
ous national  establishincuts,  the  einjKnotf,  or  pawn-shops. 
Dogs,  cats,  donkeys,  horses,  pigs  and  fowls — "  shooed  "  out, 
when  they  became  too  familiar, with  an  emphatic  Oochi! 
— gathered  under  the  same  sljelter,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
Koah's  ark.  We  supped  on  pepper-sauce,  tongh  chicken, 
frijoles,  tortillas,  creara-cheese,  and  coffee  without  milk, 
spread  out  upon  a  mat  on  the  ground.  The  proprietor  in 
pei'son — a  man  in  an  embroidered  shirt  and  cotton  draw- 
era,  whose  talk  was  not  of  the  wisest  sort — held  pitch>pine 
splints  to  light  the  feast. 

"  Now,  how  does  it  happen,  hombre,"  inquired  the  colo- 
nel, as  if  in  a  speculative  way,  "  tliat  a  person  of  your  fine 
appearance;  a  person  of  inunners,  intelligtmce,  education, 
hospitality  ;  a  statesman,  as  one  might  Bay,  who  goes  to 
Dos  Arroyos  to  see  who  is  going  to  be  elected  mayor"  (the 
man  had  been  tliere  that  day,  as  he  told  ns), ''  with  a  tine 
house  like  this — how  does  it  happen,  I  say,  that  3'ou  have 
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not  a  table  of  anj  sort  to  serve  two  travellers  a  snpper 
upon  V^ 

^*Po8  ^Vn,"  said  the  lUitcrato  host,  both  pleased  and 
flustered,  scimtching  liis  head.  "  Tables  ?  Yes,  tables,  now, 
to  be  sure.  All  that  you  say  is  very  true,  but  there  is  a 
great  scarcity  of  carj^enters  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
iS»,  eacasen.  muncAo  (Yes,  they  are  mighty  scarce),  1  can 
tell  yoo." 

III. 

Two  days  after  this  we  came  down  to  Acapulco.  It  is 
ft  town  for  the  most  part  of  straggling  huts,  with  a  strag- 
gling thirty-five  hundred  of  people.  It  has  no  vestiges 
of  its  autiquity  but  an  old  Spanish  fort,  after  the  order 
of  Morro  Castle,  dismantled  by  Maximilian's  PVench  on 
tlieir  abandonntent  of  the  place. 

Near  the  fort  lay  a  couple  of  rusted  rails  in  position  on 
a  bit  of  washed-out  etiibaTikmerit,  the  beginning  of  a  rail- 
road inauguratod  here  with  a  flourish  on  the  oth  vi  May, 
1881.  Having  passed  over  the  line,  one  would  judge  that 
it  might  be  much  more  than  dread  of  American  aggrea- 
sions  which  would  prevent  its  speedy  completion. 

There  was  no  small  pleasure  in  discovering  at  last,  like 
another  Balboa,  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  boarding  the  fine 
steamer  of  the  Paciflc  Mail  Company,  the  Citt/  of  Greii- 
(ul'i,  which  had  come  her  long  jaunt  from  Panama  north- 
ward,and  re-establishing  connection  with  the  outer  world. 

With  this,  too,  began  an  acquaintance  wn'th  the  western 
ports  of  Mexico.  One  of  the  semi-montlily  steamers, 
rightly  chosen,  each  month  puts  into  them  all.  An  idea 
of  the  country  can  thus  be  got  which  would  not  be  possi- 
ble otherwise  without  much  greater  fatigue  and  expense, 
but  it  is  not  at  all  as  favorable  as  that  presented  by  the 
interior. 
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Neither  of  the  three  lower  ports  is  of  great  size.  Aca- 
pulco  lias  the  most  complete  and  charming  Iiarbor.  Man- 
zanillo  ifl  a  small  strip  of  a  place,  on  the  beacli,  built  of 
wood,  with  quite  an  American  look.  The  volcano  of 
Coliina  appears  inland,  with  a  light  cload  of  smoke 
above  it. 


.,-i^-^ 
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San  Bias  is  larger,  bnt  still  hardly  more  than  an  exten- 
sive thatched  village.  On  the  bluS  beside  it  exist  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient,  substantial  San  Bias,  ehaken  to  pieces  bj  an 
earthquake.  Some  old  bronze  bells  from  its  church  have 
been  brought  dawn  and  set  np  on  some  rude  wooden 
trestles,  on  the  ground  in  front  of  the  poor  chapel,  with- 
out a  belfry,  which  now  fills  the  ecclesiastical  needs  of 
the  place.  This  arrangement  is  sometimes  referred  to 
satirically  as  l<i  torre  de  San  Bl<is — the  steeple  of  San 
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Bins.  My  sllglit  sketcli  of  tliese  bells,  made  on  a  fly-leaf 
of  my  note-book  in  the  first  instance,  catne  to  liave  an 
iinportance  far  beyond  its  own  merits.  1  bavo  tlie  grati- 
fication of  knowing  that  it  proved  to  be  the  source  of 
notliing  less  tlian  the  last  inspiration  of  Longfellow.  The 
great  and  good  poet  died  on  tbo  24tL  of  March,  1S82. 
In  bis  portfolio  was  found  bis  final  work,  "The  Bells  of 
San  Bhi3,''  dated  March  15j  which  afterward  appeared  in 
the  AUanilcMmiihhj.  His  niertioraiidum-book  contained 
a  reference,  as  a  snggestion  for  a  poem,  to  the  number 
and  page  of  Harper'^a  Magazine  of  the  sauie  month,  in 
which  the  sketch  was  pul>lisiicd. 

At  Mazatlan  we  are  in  a  bustling  harbor,  and  a  well 
and  handsomely  built  little  city,  with  improvements  and 
shops  of  the  better  Rort,  which  other  countries  than  Mex- 
ico TTiiglit  be  aatistied  with.  It  seerns  aurprisiiig,  until  we 
comprehend  the  extensive  back  country  which  is  tributary 
to  it,  bow  a  city  of  but  fourteen  thousand  people  can  be 
justiticd  in  maintaining  so  elaborate  a  stock  of  goods. 

We  steam  finally  across  tlie  (Tulf  of  California  and  np 
the  coast  of  that  peninsula  which  seems  one  of  tlje  re- 
motest points  of  the  globe.  The  days  are  calm  and  blue; 
the  bold  outlines  of  the  shores  offer  constant  novelty.  An 
arbitrary  lino  is  passed:  we  have  lost  Mexico,  but  gained 
California — the  richest  and  most  marvellous  of  her  prov- 
inces. 

It  is  remarkable  now  to  recall  tliat,  upon  the  accession 
of  the  Emperor  Itnrbide,  Mexico  boasted  of  being,  with 
the  exception  of  Russia  and  China,  the  most  extensive 
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It  18  the  way  of  sea-coasts,  as  observed  from  the  water, 
to  tnaintaiu  a  close  reserve.  If  they  allow  iis  a  clifF  or 
two,  a  suggestion  of  green  forests,  or  a  mountain  in  the 
background,  it  is  as  much  as  they  do.  All  their  natural 
projections,  from  a  steamer's  deck,  retire  into  a  straight 
line.  ^*  You  have  chosen  your  element/'  they  seem  to  say, 
"and  you  sliuU  not  enjoy  at  once  the  pleasures  of  both. 
If  you  can  do  without  nie,  so  can  I  without  yon,  and  un- 
til you  take  the  pains  to  disembark  yuu  shall  know  noth- 
ing of  the  attractions  I  purposely  keep  out  of  eight  just 
over  the  surf-whitened  margin." 

The  coast  of  California  seems  of  even  an  especial  mo- 
roficness  in  tliis  respect.  You  pass  some  few  islands,  in- 
lets at  San  Diego  and  Wilmington,  the  Santa  Barbara 
Chanuel,  and  the  bays  of  Santa  Monica,  San  Luis,  and 
Monterey;  but  for  the  most  purt  the  coast  of  the  land  of 
gold  stretches  on  unbroken,  low,  brown,  and  bare.  Search 
is  vain  for  any  suggestion  of  orange-grove  or  palm.  It  is 
foreign-looking  to  one  who  arrives  from  the  east  of  the 
United  States.  Lions  might  come  prowling  down  such 
slopes.     It  might  be  Morocco,  and  we,  on  onr  travels, 
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some  uew  Crusoe  escaped  in  the  long-boat,  with  Xury, 
from  the  liovcr  of  8allea,  and  afraid  to  land  for  the 
howlings  of  wild  creatures. 

If,  in  our  Paciiic  Mail  steainer,  we  were  discovering 
the  conntrj  for  the  tii*8t  time — as  every  traveller  docs 
discover  a  new  country  for  the  first  time,  no  matter  what 
accounts  he  may  have  Iieard  of  it — we  shonld  try  along 
witliout  finding  a  single  good  harbor  for  four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  from  San  Diego,  at  the  Mexican  fron- 
tier, to  San  Francisco. 

Tlien  all  at  once  comes  an  opening  through  bold  Coast 
Range  at  the  water^s  edge,  and  we  are  in  the  far-famed 
'*  Golden  Gate."  It  is  a  mere  eyelet — a  strait,  giving  ac- 
cess to  a  wide  expanse  of  bay.  So  happy  is  the  opening, 
and  commodious  the  shelter  afforded,  that  the  reversal  of 
the  churlishness  prevailing  up  to  this  point  seems  miracu- 
lous. 

There  is  no  doubt,  when  once  the  site  is  understood,  as 
to  why  Sau  Francisco  is  located  just  where  it  is.  It  has 
the  only  natural  harbor  between  Astoria,  Oregon,  to  the 
north,  and  San  Diego,  to  tlie  south.  It  bears,  besides, 
with  this  advantage,  such  a  relation  to  the  resources  of 
the  back  country,  that  it  could  not  escape  a  destiny  of 
greatness. 

It  is  not  simply  a  bay  upon  which  we  have  entered,  bat 
an  inland  sea,  with  a  great  commerce  of  its  own.  Imme- 
diately in  front  rise  round-backed  Goat  Island  and  Angel 
Island,  resembling  monsters  asleep;  and  terraced  Alca- 
traz,  with  its  citadel,  as  picturesque  as  a  bit  of  Malta. 
Vistas  open  beyond  on  many  sides,  with  gleams  of  light 
falling  on  white  cities  iintler  lowering  atmosphereB  of 
smoke.  San  Francisco,  close  at  hand,  piles  up  irnpres- 
eively  on  steep  hills,  its  brifitling  structuree  covering  their 
undulations  sharply  from   numerous   hills.     The   water- 
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front  is  full  of  Bliipping.  French  and  Russian  and  British 
frigates,  and  a  Mexican  gunboat,  are  lying  at  anchor. 
Craft  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  cross  one  anotlicr's  wakes 
in  the  harbor.  The  lateen-sails  of  Genoese  and  Maltese 
fishermen  and  the  jtmks  of  Chinese  shriiup-catehcrs  are 
among  them.  Large  fcrrj'-boats,  superior,  as  a  rule,  to 
those  we  are  familiar  with  at  the  East,  ply  to  Oakland, 
the  Brooklyn  of  the  scene — a  city  already  of  fifty  thou- 
sand people;  Alameda,  with  its  esplanade  of  bathing 
pavilions;  Berkeley,  with  its  handtjoino  university  and 
institution  for  blind,  deiif,  and  dumb;  Sun  Quentin,  with 
its  prison  ;  and  rustic  Saocelito  and  San  Rafael,  under  the 
dark  shadow  of  Mount  Tamalpais. 

From  Oakland  projects  an  interminable  pier,  built  by 
the  Central  PaciiiL:  I^iiiway.  A  mile  in  length  as  it  is, 
it  was  to  have  gone  on  to  a  junction  with  vacant  Guat 
Island,  which  would  then  have  been  made  a  city  also,  and 
become  the  tenninns  of  all  transcontinentiil  journeys. 
This  project  was  stopped  by  violei»t  opposition  from 
property-holders  on  shore. 

Fatdies  of  yellow,  under  the  Presidio,  are  taken  by  our 
novices  on  the  steamer  for  the  "Sand-lots,"  famous  in 
tlie  Kearneyite  agitations.  The  Presidio  is  a  barracks, 
which  was  a  fort  and  mission  in  the  time  of  tlie  tirst  set-  ' 

tlemcnt  by  the  iSpaniurds  —  to  what  slight  extent  they      ^i 
ever  settled  the  place — iu  tlie  year  1776.     The  man  who  ^H 
has  "been  here  befoi*e"  plants  himself  squarely  on  the  ^^ 
deck,  pulls  down  a  silk  cap  over  his  eyes,  and  explains 
that  the  Sand-lots  are  not  the  Presidio,  but  nothing  lees 
than  the  large  yard  of  the  new,  unfinished  City-hall,  in 
the  centre  of  town.     But  Kearneyism  is  dead  and  buried, 
he  says — as  the  case  proved — and  there  will  be  no  chance 
to  see  one  of  these  traditional  assemblages. 

He  names  for  us  the  various  hills,  and  points  out  the 
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Palace  Hotel,  the  Market  Street  shot-tower,  a»d  the  homes 
of  some  of  the  great  millionnaires  who  have  made  such  a 
stir  in  their  day  and  generation.  Three  or  four  of  these 
latter  top  California,  or  "Nob,"  llill,  with  a  prominence 
in  keeping  with  their  owners'  statiiuj.  They  are  those  of 
the  railroad  kings,  Crocker,  Stanford,  and  Iloijkinb — tlie 
mining  kings  having  up  to  this  time  expended  their  prin- 
cipal building  effort!^  in  the  country.  ''Nob"  Hill  is 
three  hundred  feet  high,  plebeian  Telegraph  Ilill  nearly 
as  much,  and  Russian  Ilill,  to  the  west — the  latest  pre- 
cinct taken  into  favor  for  tine  residences — three  hundred 
and  sixty.  Mnrrny  Hill,  New  York,  be  it  noted,  is  but 
seventy-eight.  The  riff-raff  of  Telegraph  Hill  climb,  as 
JB  seen,  by  a  multitude  of  wooden  stairways;  bnt  how  in 
the  world  do  the  Cncsuses  get  up  to  their  habitations, 
which  cut  the  sky-line  so  imposingly  I     We  shall  see. 

The  city  does  not  begin  directly  at  the  ocean,  but  a 
mile  or  two  within.  It  follows  the  inner  shore  of  a 
long,  narrow  petiinsula  which  cuiJies  from  the  south  to 
meet  one  cutning  from  thu  north,  and  forms  with  it  the 
Btrait  and  bay. 

It  is,  indeed,  an  inland  sea,  this  bay.  Yon  go  south-. 
ward  upon  it  thirty  miles,  northward  as  far,  and  thirty 
miles  north-eastward  to  the  Straits  of  Carquinoz — which 
has  Bcniuia  on  ouc  side,  and  Martinez,  the  point  of  de- 
parture for  ascent  of  the  peak  of  Mount  Diablo,  on  the 
other.  Through  these  straits  you  pass,  again,  into  Suisun 
Bay,  which  receives  the  waters  of  the  Sacramento  and 
San  Joaquin  rivers,  and  is  itself  some  twenty  miles  in 
extent. 

II. 

You  are  strock,  on  coming  ashore  from  Mexico,  with 
the  excessive  thinness  of  everything  American.     Our  be- 
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longings  seem  all  of  a  piece  with  our  liglit-rnnning 
cliinery,  with  the  spider  Hues  of  yoti  American  buggy 
waiting  for  its  owner.  Wo  evade  Nature  by  a  deft  trick, 
and  do  nut  obstinately  u]>pose  lier.  There  the  old  walls 
were  as  solid  yet  as  the  everlasting  hills ;  hei*e  we  fieemed 
to  be  living  in  flying-machines.  | 

How  strange,  arriving  from  the  other  side  of  the  world, 
to  find  peujilc  lining  the  duck  dressed  in  the  common 
way,  and  chattering  the  eonitnon  speech,  even  to  the  lat- 
est bits  of  slang!  A  China  steamer,  however,  had  come 
in  along-side  just  before  us,  and  snjjplied  a  novel  element 
of  foreignness.  Almond-eyed  Celestials,  in  blue  blouses, 
swarmed  her  decks  and  poured  down  her  sides.  Groups 
were  loaded  into  express-wagons,  and  driven  away  up- 
town in  charge  of  frieudjj  come  down  to  meet  thcui. 
Others  trudged  stoutly  on  foot,  with  their  effects  depos- 
ited in  a  pair  of  wicker  baskets,  at  the  ends  of  a  long 
bamboo  on  their  shoulders.  This  way  of  carrying  burdens 
is  constantly  met  with.  The  vegetable  dealers  hawk  thus 
their  wares  from  house  to  house,  and  present  the  aspect 
of  the  figures  in  cuts  of  the  tea-fields.  It  is  poor  trav- 
elling when  the  curiosity  alone  and  not  the  imagination 
is  gratitied,  and  San  Francisco  promises  ample  material 
for  both.  ^H 

llad  we  come  in  the  gold  days  of  '49  we  should  b^^ 
landed  some  half-dozen  blocks  farther  inland  than  to-day. 
By  so  much  has  the  water-front  since  been  extended  and 
built  into  a  solid  commercial  quarter.  The  'Forty-niners 
found  but  a  scanty  strip  of  sand  at  the  base  of  tlie  steej 
bills. 

Why,  then,  did  the^-  stop  here,  and  build  their  city" 
such  infinite  pains  and  expense,  instead  of  seeking  a  more- 
convenient  site  elsewhere?  There  is,  or  was,  some  evea 
more  serious  objection  to  all  other  locations.     At  Oak- 
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land,  inenfficient  depth  of  water;  at  Saucelito,  where 
whalers,  Russian  and  other,  had  been  accuBtomed  to  refit, 
Tanialpais,  2700  feet  Iiigh,  as  against  Telegraph  Hill,  but 
300.  Distant  Benicia  and  Vallejo — the  latter  now  tlio 
naval  8tatit>n  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  once  briefly  the 
capital  of  the  State — were  much  too  far  away.  Steam 
was  little  iu  use.  The  greater  part  of  the  ships  came 
under  sail,  and  there  were  no  tugs  to  pull  theitJ.  They 
must  be  ablu  to  get  iu  and  out  with  all  greatest  attain- 
able expedition- 
Such  shipe  as  these  were,  according  to  the  accounts 
we  have  of  them!  The  mast  antiquated  and  dangerous 
hulks  were  furbished  up  once  more  for  this  last  voyage. 
The  eager  humanity  they  carried  took  little  heed  of  per- 
ils and  diftcomft>rt8  so  tliey  were  but  on  tlie  way  to  the 
goal  to  which  all  adventurous  spirits  turned.  When  the 
port  was  still  but  a  beggarly  scattering  of  luits  and  tents 
it  could  muster  two  hundred  sail,  good  and  bad,  at  once. 
Many  of  tlicm  never  got  out  agiiin.  It  was  not  on  ac- 
count of  nautical  diHiLMiUiea,  but  partly  becautie  tliey  had 
no  return  cargoes,  and  principally  because  their  crews  ran 
away  from  them  to  the  mines  the  moment  foot  touched 
shore.  Certain  craft  were  beached  and  converted  into 
dwellings;  others,  utilized  for  a  time  as  warehouses,  rot- 
ted at  their  moorings,  and  to-day  form  '*  made  ground/' 
The  remarkable  city  to  which  they  came,  which  had 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  soula  in  184S,  and  twenty  tliou- 

id   in  '49,  has  now,   in    an   existence  of    thirty-four 
"years,  three  linndred  thousand. 

The  buildings  on  the  level  made  ground  stand  gener- 
ally on  foundations  of  piling.  The  practice  prevails,  too, 
of  tying  them  well  together  with  iron  rods,  against  the 
jar  of  the  occasional  earthquake,  which  is  among  San 
Francisco's  idiosyncrasies.     It  is  proposed  to  improve  the 


304 


OLD  MEXICO  AXD  HEH  LOST  PROVISX'ES. 


I 


water-front  with  a  continuous,  maBsivc  sea-wull,  and  a 
portion  of  this  is  already  built.  Extensive  yards  of  at- 
tractive redwood  luiiiber,  wliicli  resoinbles  cedar,  and 
warehouses  for  grain,  arc  seen.  The  elevator  system, 
owing  to  luck  of  slifps  for  properly  carry ing  grain  in 
bulk,  is  nowhere  in  use  throughout  Cidiforuia. 

Wc  reach  next  an  area  given  up  to  heavy  traffic  in  the 
fruits  and  produce  of  the  country.  Battery  and  Sansome 
streets  succeeding  are  lined  with  large  wholesale  dry- 
goods  houses  similar  to  those  in  the  greater  Eustom  eitiee. 
Montgomery  Street  shows  stately  office  buildings,  ex- 
changes, and  hotels.  Kearney  Street  lias  been  hitherto 
the  cbicf  site  of  the  more  elegant  retail  trade.  Its  pres- 
tige is  passing,  however,  to  Market  Street,  a  wide  thor- 
oughfare which  recalls  State  Street,  Cliicago.  Having 
unlimited  room  for  extension  in  the  north  and  south  di- 
rection of  the  peninsula,  whereas  tlie  others  named  are 
contracted,  Market  Street  is  to  be  San  Francisco's  Broad- 
way of  the  future. 

The  financial  centre  ia  contained  in  the  area  uf  two 
blocks,  between  California  and  Bush,  Sansome  and  Mont- 
gomery Streets.  Uere  are  those  institutions  whose  great 
transactions  and  singular  history  are  unknown  now  to  but 
ftiw  parts  of  the  world. 

The  Nevada  Bank,  financial  lever  of  the  Bonanza 
kings,  and  point  from  which  has  been  supposed  to  em- 
anate all  the  weightiest  influences  connected  with  mining 
matters,  is  a  four-story  and  Mansard  iron  building,  with 
■  the  usual  classic  "orders."  The  Bank  of  California, 
whence    the    brilliant    Ralston    ruslicd    forth    from    his 

I  troubles  to  drown  himself  in  the  bay,  is  two  stories,  of 
"Wue  stone,"  of  a  pleasant  color,  and  exceedingly  sharp, 
agreeatde  cutting.  The  Merchants'  E.xchange,  erected 
so  long  ago  as  ISfiT,  is  a  very  ornate,  town-haU-looking 
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building,  of  trou  and  stone,  dark-colored,  with  a  clock- 
tower  in  the  centre.  It  is  adjoined  hy  the  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  in  a  similar  style,  in  tlie  basement  of  whicli  a 
glimpse  is  to  be  had  of  a  splendid  steel  treasure-chamber, 
with  a  dozen  life-size  men  in  ai'mor,  gilded. 

The  large  and  agreeably  prttportiuned  Stock  Exchange, 
on  Pine  Street,  is  of  gray  granite,  with  numerous  pol- 
ished columns.  Tlie  board-joon)  within  is  an  aiuphithe- 
atre,  and  a  bronze  railing  protects  tlie  circle  of  seats. 
With  its  agreeable  ilhjiiiination  and  neat  fiirnitiii'e,  in- 
clading  Axininster  rugs,  it  presentts  a  iiniclt  more  home- 
like aspect  than  is  tlie  rule  with  such  places.  Mining 
stocks  exclusively  are  dealt  in. 

It  is  quiet  enough  now.  We  have  fallen  upon  evil 
days.  Capitalists  liave  withdrawn  their  niillione  to  the 
East;  ships  come  only  in  Irallast,  for  grain,  iiiBt.ead  of 
with  valuable  exchange  cargues,  and  uhargo  rates  almost 
prohibitory;  there  is  not  one  *' turn-out"  now  on  the 
Cliflf  House  road  where  tliere  were  formerly  a  dozen ; 
and  real  estate  has  shriiuk  tifty  per  cent. — if  in  some 
places  it  have  any  value  at  all. 

This  board  M'as  otiec  tlie  theatre  of  a  speculative  move- 
ment which  took  hold  upon  tlie  community  like  madness. 
The  aggregate  value  of  the  unning  stocks  on  the  list,  at 
the  period  of  liiglicst  jtricee,  in  the  year  1875,  was,  in 
ronnd  numbers,  !?;iS^,(toO,(KiO.  The  aggregate  value  of 
the  same  stocks  in  the  sninmor  of  1881  was  but  ^17,000,- 
000.  Tliere  liad  occurred  a  shrinkage  of  :j;265,000,000, 
or  more  tlian  fifteen  times  t!ie  total  vahie  surviving. 

"What  had  happened  ;  The  "  bottom  lia<l  dropped  out" 
of  the  famous  **  Corastocke,"  perhaps  tlie  richest  mines 
known  to  history.  ''Consolidated  Virginia,"  valned  at 
$75,000,000,  was  now  worth  less  than  §1,000,000.  "Sier- 
ra Nevada"  fell  from  $27,<>OO,000  to  $825,000.     But  the 
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greatest  shrinkage  of  all  was  in  '*  California."  This  un- 
happy stock  shrank  from  ^84»000,000  to  $351,000, 

These  fi^nres  ex|>lain  a  (depression  the  vestiges  of 
which,  though  the  ruinous  crisis  has  long  passed,  still  re- 
main. The  stock-gHuibiing  mania  possessed  the  commu- 
nity without  distinctioti  of  station,  and  hardly  of  age  or 
sex,  and  when  the  bubble  broke  there  was  reason  enough 
for  gloom  with  all  who  had  laid  up  their  treasure  in  such 
unstable  form. 

Some  of  the  earlier  bnildingB,  now  flat,  thin,  and  un- 
ornamental,  were  obtained  at  expense  quite  out  of  pro- 
portion. The  stone  for  the  old  City  Hall  was  brought 
expressly  from  Australia;  tliat  of  the  Wells-Fargo  build- 
ing, and  the  Union  Club,  from  China.  The  granite  of 
the  Branch  Mint,  a  fine,  classic  design,  was  dressed  in 
Oregon.  The  newer  structures  exhibit  all  the  varieties 
of  form  and  color  in  which  the  nmdern  decorative  taste 
delights.  The  material  for  most  is  procured  in  the  State 
itself. 

The  idea  of  being  in  a  remote  part  of  the  world  is 
kept  before  you  in  many  ways.  Here  is  a  sign  of  the 
"  New  Zealand  Insurance  Company."  Fancy  New  Zea- 
land, where  a  cannibal  population  was  lately  eating  mis- 
sionaries, sending  us  over  its  insurance  coinpauios!  Here 
is  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  the  J^ank  of  British 
Columbia;  and  here,  its  inscription  gilded  in  Chinese  as 
well  as  English,  the  IIong-Kong  and  Shanghai  Banking 
Company.  An  occasional  building  is  without  the  usual 
entrance-doors,  its  staircase,  in  the  comparative  mildness 
of  the  climate,  left  as  open  tis  the  street. 

A  system  of  alleys  passes  among  the  colossal  stnietures, 
and  these  abound  in  refresliment  resorts — "  The  Dividend 
Saloon,"  "Our  Jacob,"  "The  Comstock  Exchange/'  and 
"The  New  Idea" — to  which  the  hastening  business  men 
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repair  in  intervals  of  their  labors.  The  San  Francisco 
boot-btacks,  a  model  to  their  ulass,  are  neatly  unifoi'iued 
men  instead  of  ragged  urchins.  Favored  by  the  climate, 
thej  establish  their  rows  of  eagj-chHire  ou  platforms  un- 
der a  canvas  awnin^^,  have  a  newspaper  and  the  gossip 
for  3'on  while  yon  wait,  and  somewhat  ui>iirp  the  place 
so  long  sacred  to  the  barber. 


LOXB    MOt.NTAIN. 


The  corner  of  California  and  Mont^mery  Streets  may 
be  considered  one  of  two  focal  points  iti  San  Francisco; 
the  "  Lotta  Fountain  "  is  the  otlier. 

The  Lotta  Fountain — a  tawdry,  little,  cast-iron  afiPair, 
presented  to  the  city  by  the  actress  after  whom  it  is 
named — has  been  given  a  place  of  distinguished  lienor. 
Five  important  streets  radiate  from  it.     Its  pedestal  is 
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a  place  where  the  timid  eeek  refuge  when  entangled  in 
the  throng  of  vehicles.  Market  Street  extends  to  the 
Oakland  Ferry  one  way,  a?ul  past  the  Mechanics'  Insti- 
tute and  pleiisiire  res(irt  of  Woo*lwar(J'8  Garden  to  the 
distant  Mission  Hills  in  the  other.  Geary  Street  takes 
you,  by  a  "cable  road/'  westward  to  Lone  Mountain, 
around  which  all  the  cemeteries  are  grouped,  and  Golden 
Gate  Park,  stretcliitig  to  the  ocean.  On  the  top  of  Lone 
Mountain  stands  np  to  view  from  far  and  wide  a  dark 
cross,  which  weirdly  recalls  that  of  Calvary.  Tliird  Street, 
a  thoroughfare  of  working-people,  abounding  in  small  res- 
taurants, markets,  and  "tin-type*'  galleries,  leads  to  the 
water  at  a  difTorent  angle  from  Market.  Finally,  Kearney 
Street  debouches  also  at  the  Lotta  Fountain,  and  Mont- 
gomery terminates  but  a  few  steps  below. 

The  Palace  Hotel,  vast,  drab-colored,  of  iron  and  stuc- 
coed brick,  looms  up  nine  stories  in  height  on  Market 
Street,  and  closes  the  vieta  from  Moiitgrxner}'.  Studded 
with  bay-windows,  it  lias  the  air  of  a  mammoth  bird-cage. 
The  Sun  Fram-iHcan,  wherever  met  with,  never  fails  to 
boast  of  it  as  tlie  most  stupendous  thing  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.  With  the  conviction  that  size  is  not  always  the 
particular  in  which  our  hotels,  like  some  of  our  communi- 
ties, most  need  improvement,  I  sliould  say  that  perfection 
had  hardly  yet  been  reached. 

Within  it  is  more  satisfactory.  At  night  an  electric 
light  strikes  upon  many  tiers  of  columns,  as  white  as 
paint  can  make  them,  in  a  large  glass-roofed  court,  with 
an  effect  quite  fairy-like  and  Parisian.  Twice  a  week  a 
band  plays  there,  and  the  guests  promenade  up  and  down 
their  galleries  or  look  over  the  balustrade.  In  the  bottom 
there  are  flowers,  people  sitting  in  chairs,  and  carriages 
stand  in  a  circular,  asphaU-paved  driveway. 

Though  the  resideiit  of  San  Francisco  feels  called  upon 
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to  complain  of  its  present  stagnation,  the  bare  existence 
of  such  a  place  strikes  the  ncw-conier  with  amazement. 

Its  air  is  not  ephemeral,  but  of  a  fine,  massive  gravity. 
Its  eliopa  arc  filled  with  costly  goods,  its  streets  with 
comely,  ()eaiitifully  dmssed  women.  It  has  an  art  and 
literature.  Private  galleries  contain  foreign  modern  pict- 
nrea  of  the  best  class.  Some  local  artists  have  made  for 
themselves  a  more  than  local  repntation.  There  is  a  well- 
attended  "School  of  Design/'  whirli  has  already  gradu- 
ated several  pnpils  whose  talent  has  been  recognized 
abroad.  The  *' Mercantile  Library'-  is  the  most  handsome 
and  complete  in  its  appointments  of  any  American  city. 

San  Francisco  "society,''  tFiougli  a  trifle  bizarre  in  the 
nse  of  its  newly  acquired  wealth,  has  an  under-stratum  of 
nnexceptionable  refiuemeiit.  Its  most  bizarre  side,  too,  is 
certainly  approved  of  in  Europe,  where  its  magnates  en- 
tertain kings  and  give  their  daughters  in  marriage  to 
lofty  titles. 

The  European  travellor  who  visits  "the  land  of  Bar- 
nam"  and  "of  Washington"  with  literary  intent  mnst 
be  craelly  broken  np  by  what  ho  will  find  here.  Such  a 
place  should  be  a  vast,  motley  camp,  as  it  is  known  to 
European  travellers  that  most  American  cities  sliould  be. 
With  its  thirty-three  ycare,  and  its  heterogeneous  ele- 
ments, it  should  exhibit  a  combi nation  of  squalor  and 
mushroom  splendor.  The  wretched  elmnty  ehonld  elbow 
the  vulgar  palace,  a  democratic  boorishnesa  of  manners, 
blazing  in  diamonds,  the  faint,  refined  natures  that  by  any 
chance  have  ventured  into  such  a  Bahcl.  But,  alas  I  we 
live  in  an  age  of  expedition,  of  labor-saving  inventions. 
With  unlimited  means,  such  as  here  enjoyed,  the  work  of 
years  is  condensed  into  months.  Camp  there  is  none,  but 
a  luxurions  city,  presenting  all  the  ordinary  characteristics 
of  civilization. 
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An  aseociation  comprising  in  a  genial  way  most  of  tlie 
l>e8t  elements  of  San  Francisco  is  the  Bolieniian  Ctnb.  It 
is  found  taking  a  very  creditable  interest  in  literature  and 
the  arte — it  numbering  tbe  profesaionale  and  amateurs  in 
these  branches  iu  its  membership — and  entertains  and 
welcomes  distiiiguislied  strancrers.  A  monthly  entertain- 
ment of  a  light,  composite  clianictor  is  held,  known  as  a 
*' Jinks."  The  grand  festival  of  the  year,  however,  is 
a  "High  Jinks/'  wlncli  takes  the  form  of  an  excursion 
into  the  country.  The  principal  ceremonial  of  the  High 
Jinks  has  sometimes  been  lield  at  night,  in  masquerade 
costiuno,  among  the  Big  Trees,  the  enormous  redwoods 
of  Sonoma  County,  to  the  nortliward.  It  may  well  be 
believed  that  the  doings  on  these  occasions  are  as  fantas- 
tic and  amusing  as  the  merry  inventions  of  a  couple  of 
hundred  bright  social  spirits  can  make  them. 


III. 

A  population  of  three  hundred  thousand  sonls  is  riot' 
extraordinary  now,  as  populations  go,  but  there  are  cor 
tain  things  which  make  San  Francisco  cosmopolitan  be- 
yond its  actual  size.  An  entirely  new  commercial  sitna- 
tion  gives  rise  to  a  new  milieu.  San  Francisco  faces 
toward  Asia,  the  great  English -speaking  colonies  of 
Oceanica,  and  the  islands  of  the  sea,  as  New  York  faces 
Europe.  It  enjoys  already  a  trade  with  the  Orient 
amounting  to  ten  millions  per  annum  in  imports  and 
eight  millions  in  exports.  The  possibilities  of  this  trade, 
extended  among  the  teeming  populations  in  the  cradle 
of  the  human  race,  seem  almost  limitless.  A  way  will  bo 
found  sooner  or  later  ont  of  the  imbroglio  into  which  our 
inexperience  has  plunged  us  on  the  Chinese  question,  and 
communication  will  flow  unimpeded.     In  countries  scpa- 
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rated  by  wirtcr,  and  dcmiinditig  cacli  other's  productions, 
cities  arise  at  the  places  of  transfer,  and  pn>p(Mlioried  to 
its  volume;  and  for  all  this  San  Francisco  has  one  of  tlie 
most  remarkable  of  situations. 

The  Oriental  trade  is  but  a  Binall  itein  in  the  total.  It 
has  shipe,  besides  those  bound  for  the  Eastern  and  Euro- 
pean ports,  going  out  to  the  British  and  Rtiesiau  posses- 
sions in  the  Xorth,  Mexico,  Central  and  South  Amer- 
ica, Talnti,  Feejee,  Manila,  the  Sandwich  and  Friendly 
Islands — to  all  those  far-off  points  in  the  South  Pacific 
whicli  now  in  their  turn  proniiBO  to  Bhinc  with  the  light 
of  civilization  and  become  powers  of  the  earth. 

Coals  are  burned  at  firesides — not  of  the  most  desira- 
ble quality,  it  must  be  confessed — which  come  from  the 
coast  once  characterized  by  the  poet  lu  the  line — 

"The  wolfs  long  howl  on  OoimlaBkaa  sliorc." 

Seventy  millions  pounds  of  sugar  a  year  are  brotiglit  from 
tlioso  Sandwich  Islands  whicli  slew  Captain  Cook,  now  a 
civilized,  modern  state.  But  it  is  particularly  Australa- 
sia, and  our  coming  relations  with  it,  that  awaken  admir- 
ing speculations.  Melbourne,  Austnilia,  liaH  alrcad\'  more 
than  280,000  people,  Sydney  225,000,  while  along  the 
coasts  of  that  once  cannibal  New  Zealand,  now  sending 
ns  its  insurance  companies,  scatter  also  a  line  of  flour- 
isliing  cities:  Dunedin,witli  its  43,000  people;  Auckland, 
with  40,000;  CiiriBtchurch,  32,000;  Wellington,  22,000; 
and  I  know  not  how  many  others. 

Astoria  and  Portland,  in  Oregon,  San  Diego,  and,  no 
doubt,  ports  to  be  created  in  time  along  the  Mexican 
shores^  will  receive  a  share  of  these  new  influences  in 
the  world,  but  at  San  Francisco  they  touch  ois  first  and 
nearest. 

There  is  a  definite  fascination  in  coming  to  the  *' jump- 
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ing-off  j)lae€,"  tlie  tiual  verge  of  llie  latest  of  the  conti- 
neuts.  An  excellent  situation  in  wliidi  to  feel  it  is  to  lie 
on  tlie  brown  heather  at  tlie  point  above  tlic  Golden  Gate 
— tiiougb  it  is  a  raw  atid  gustj  place  in  which  to  lie  too 
long — or  to  kiok  down  from  the  parapeted  road  or  piazza 
of  the  Cliff  House. 

Here  practicallj'  nolliing  intervenes  between  yow  and 
Japaa,  except  wc  make  mention  of  tlie  clump  of  Seal 
Rocks,  upon  whicii  the  grouty  sea-lions  arc  Houndering 
and  roaring,  down  thero  in  the  nurf  in  front. 

*' Ah  !  when  a  man  has  travelled,''  sjiya  Thorean,  *'when 
he  has  robbed  the  horizon  of  his  native  fields  of  itA  mys* 
tery,  tarnished  the  bine  i->f  distant  mountains  with  his  feet, 
he  may  begin  to  think  of  nnotlier  world.'* 

Very  wl*11.  Perhaps  it  may  do  a  man  no  harm  to  think 
of  another  world  now  and  then,  if  not  upon  one  pretext, 
on  another.  At  evening  the  Golden  Gate  is  the  way  to 
the  sunset.  The  orb  of  day  settles  into  the  sea  at  the 
end  of  the  gleaming  strait,  precisely  in  that  East  Arhere 
we  always  figure  it  t)»  ourselves  as  rising  in  tlie  morning. 
The  great  circle  is  at  last  complete ;  and*  as  the  extremes 
of  every  kind,  even  of  love  and  hate,  are  said  to  be  iden- 
tical, the  old,  quiescent  East  has  become  the  bound  of  tlie 
new,  iiiipetuons  AVest. 

*•  Wliat  ii^  a  world  to  do,"  you  idly  ask, "  when  it  has  no 
longer  a  West?  Ilow  is  it  to  get  on  without  that  vagnu 
open  region  on  its  borders,  always  the  safety-valve  and 
outlet  for  surplus  population  and  uneasy  spirits  T* 

"But  when  the  race  has  quite  arrived  at  this  farther 
shore,  will  it  stop  here?  or  will  it  possibly  start  round 
the  world  again  i  Will  it  go  on  yet  many  times  more, 
always  beginning  with  the  highest  perfection  yet  at- 
tained, weaker  types  dying  out  in  front  to  make  room, 
ftill  it  shall  become  in  ite  march  a  dazzling  army  of  light  I 
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Is  a  millennium,  perchance,  to  be  reached  in  this  euuiu- 
lative  way,  as  the  power  of  a  magnet  is  increased  by  the 
mnnhcr  of  tnrria  of  the  helix  T 

"The  sentiment  of  gain,'''  1  say,  contitining  tliese  wise 
epccniatioris,  "has  been  the  leading  factor  in  drawing  the 
ijatione  aronnt!  the  glolM».  Gold  has  Imen  dangled  a@  a 
bait:  first,  the  hupe  of  it  by  conquest;  later,  in  mines  of 
the  precious  metals.  It  Iiaa  danced,  Ariel-like,  willV-the- 
wisp-like,  before  them.  Tuntidized,  disappointed,  after 
fionndoring  on  a  wajH,  they  have  paused  to  develop  the 
lands  upon  which  they  found  themselves. 

"Bat  now  at  length,  when  the  vacant  spaces  are  full, 
and  tiie  need  of  subterfuge  exhausted,  the  bait  is  cast 
down,  to  be  gorged  upon  by  those  w!io  find  it.  Never 
before,  till  *49,  were  its  followers  rewarded  with  sncli  nn- 
stintcd  libenility.  The  treasure  of  tlic  earth  seemed  piled 
np  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  far  Pacific." 

I  recall  that  their  yield  since  tlie  year  1848  has  reached 
the  sum  of  $2,100,000,000,  and  is  still  going  on  at 
$80,000,000  a  year.  Gold,  scattered  at  first  in  the  very 
6ands,  was  later  washed  out  of  the  gravel-banks,  by  the  hy- 
dranlic  process,  and  later  yet  got  by  crushing  t!ie  qnartz 
rock.  When  gold  began  to  diminish  it  was  followctl  by 
silver.     The  srreat  "IjonauKa"   mines   of  Nevada  were 


d  isco  vered .      "  Consol  idated 
$65,000,000  ID  seven  years. 


Virginia"   alone   produced 


IV. 

What  fabulous  sums  besides — to  go  back  to  town — the 
managers  made  by  the  ingenious  process  of  **  milking  the 
market"  I  do  not  undertake  to  compute.  The  prices  of 
this  celebrated  stock  at  successive  dates,  not  far  apart, 
were:  first,  ^17  a  sliare;  then  $1 ;  ^110;  $42;  $700;  and 
then,  in  tlie  final  collapse,  in  1875,  little  or  notliing  at  all. 
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1  Imve  seen  a  poor  saloon  called  tlio  "Auction  Lnncli," 
on  Washingtuu  Street,  near  tlie  Post-otliee,  said  to  liavc 
been  kept  by  the  once  barkeepers,  Flood  and  O'Brien, 
who  attained  such  a  splendid  prosperity.  There  is  no 
historic  tablet  o%*er  the  door,  but  one  naturally  loiks  willi 
revpi'cnce  at  the  place  where  the  beginning  of  snch  tilings 
could  be.  The  ])roprietor8  of  the  "Auction  Lunch"  were 
in  the  habit  of  taking  gold-dust  occasionally  in  a  friendly 
way  from  miners,  for  safe-keeping  while  the  owners  were 
enjoying  themselvefi  about  town.  It  was  from  such  per- 
sons that  they  obtained  the  "points"  which  resulted  in 
their  getting  possession  iirst  of  **  Llale  and  Norcross,"  and 
then  of  the  greater  part  of  the  properties  of  the  Corn- 
stock  lode. 

I  fell  in  with  a  professed  friend  of  theirs  of  early  times, 
whose  fortunes  had  not  mended  at  all  at  the  same  pace. 
He  descanted  oti  the  inequalities  of  fate,  and  what  be 
termed  ''lull-dog"  luck. 

He  could  [n'ove  that  Flood  and  O'Brien  were  not  even 
good  business  men — ''though  Jimmy  Flood  does  go  about 
with  a  wise  air,"  lie  said,  ""and  Billy  O'Brien  left,  at  his 
death,  half  a  million  dollars  to  each  of  eight  or  ten  nieces." 

There  is  hardly  a  limit  to  tlie  exceptional  characters 
and  exceptional  doings  to  be  heard  of  in  San  Francisco. 
Though  the  city  affect— or  has  been  driven  into — a  quies- 
cent air  now,  it  has  hardly  ever  done  anything  like  any 
other  place.  It  began  with  the  wild  Argonauts  of  -49, 
wlioni  Bix't  Harte  has  so  strikingly  porti*ayed.  It  had 
bad  six  great  fire«,  which  destroyed  property  to  the 
amount  of  $23,000,000,  when  yet  less  than  three  yeai-s  of 
age.  It  was  ruled  for  months,  in  the  year  1S56,  by  a  vig- 
ilance committee,  which  rid  it  of  eight  hundred  evihdoera 
of  one  sort  and  another,  the  worst  by  eummary  execution, 
the  rest  by  banishment. 
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Tlie  politics  <»f  tlie  State  before  the  war  were  Demo- 
cratic, witli  a  rather  strong  Soutliern  bias.  There  was  a 
lon^  feuil  between  tlte  two  great  Senatorial  piiladiiie, 
Broderick  and  Guiii,  which  resulted  in  tlie  death  of 
Broderiek  by  the  duelliug-pistol  of  one  of  the  partisans 
of  the  latter.  Tlteiv  was  the  lon<:^  light  and  a  final  deliv- 
emnt'e  from  an  incubus  of  for«j;ed  Spanish  land  titles,  the 
nianufactui'e  of  whieh  ^Miad  become  a  business  and  a 
trade,"  and  which  covered  the  area  of  the  city  many 
times  over.  Tlien  came  the  war,  and  the  pecnliarities 
growing;  out  of  the  retention  of  a  solid  currency,  while 
the  rest  of  the  country  was  deluged  with  a  depreciated 
]>aper. 

The  brilliant  pei'ii>d,  later,  when  the  Bonanza  mines 
M-ere  pouring  out  their  floods  of  riches,  and  the  favorite 
stocks  were  nirjning  delightfully  up  and  down  the  gamut 
from  ^1  to  $700  a  hliare,  was  followed,  as  I  Iiave  said,  by 
a  depression  of  the  deepest  dye.  In  the  nnhearablo  dis- 
appointment of  their  losses,  and  the  stagnation  of  trade, 
a  part  of  the  comrnunky  snatched  at  a  tlieoi'y  held  out 
to  them  by  demagogues,  l}i:tt  it  was  their  political  institu- 
tions which  were  soniefiow  to  blame.  Upon  this  basis  a 
singular  new  party,  wild  and  half-connnuuistlc  in  charac- 
ter, arose,  and  met  with  a  brief  success.  The  truckman, 
Denis  Kearney,  was  its  Cains  Gracclnis  or  AV^att  Tyler, 
and  set  it  in  motion  with  hhisphemous  nioutliings  from 
an  improvised  tribune  in  the  Sand-lots.  It  elected  a 
mayor  who  was  at  tlie  same  tin»e  a  Baptist  preacher. 
This  mayor's  son — preaclier,  too — rode  up  one  day  and 
assassinated  at  his  own  t^our  an  editor  who  had  passed 
strictures  on  their  course.  The  party  voted  a  new  con- 
stitution, which  was  thought  to  be  a  prelude  to  universal 
confiscation,  and  ca]>italists  fled  before  it  in  alarm. 

And,  finally,  this  remarkable  city,  having  become  the 
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recipient  of  a  Chinese  iinmipT^tion  wliich  lias  i^iven  to  a 
part  of  it  the  aspect  of  a  portion  of  the  Flo\ver_y  Kingdom, 
has  been  agitated  hy  fears  of  complete  subversion  under 
Orientalism,  and  has  originated  new  problems  for  politi- 
cal economy  and  international  law. 

After  but  a  tithe  of  encb  violent  and  novel  experiences 
any  city  would  be  glad  to  rest  awhile.  San  Francisco 
seems  entering  upon  a  new  period,  and  likely  to  do  things 
henccfortti  more  in  the  normal  way.  There  has  been  a 
time  of  contemplation^  and  the  lessons  of  the  past  have 
strnek  in.  As  things  have  slowly  improved  the  gloom  of 
the  reaction  hits  disappciired  after  the  unliealthy  inflation 
that  gave  it  birth.  The  new  political  craze  was  of  but 
short  duration.  I  never  saw  anywiicrc  so  quietly  con- 
ducted an  election  as  that  of  the  last  autumn,  which 
dismissed  the  Kearney-Kallocli  faction  from  power.  A 
special  provision  prevents  the  approach  of  any  person  but 
tlie  voter  imtnediately  engaged  within  one  hundred  feet 
of  a  polling-place.  1  had  rather  expected  to  see  dead  and 
maimed  Chinamen  lying  at  every  corner,  or  fleeing  before 
infuriated  crowds.  But  though  San  Franciscans  enter- 
taiu  beliefs  of  their  own  as  to  the  nndesinibility  of  a 
great  Chinese  immigration,  during  a  long  stay  I  neither 
saw  nor  heard  of  an  attempt  to  molest  any  individual  on 
account  of  it. 

The  new  constitution  itself  proved  a  harmless  bngal)oo. 
It  is  a  gratifying  tribute,  in  fact,  to  native  common-Bcnse 
and  Anglo-Saxon  ideas  that  this  instrument,  produced  in 
a  time  of  gix'at  excitement,  and,  as  was  charged,  with  the 
most  subversive  intentions,  should  not  only  contain  so  lit- 
tle that  is  dangerous,  but  so  much  in  a  high  degree  com- 
mendable. It  does  not  harm  property.  Frightened  cap- 
ital may  return  with  entire  safety.  I  profess  myself  so 
far  a  person  of  incendiary  opinions  as  to  liold  that  an 
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honest  directness  of  ptirpose  in  tliis  new  constitution,  its 
effort  to  simplify  legislntion  and  sweep  away  einbarrasa- 
ment8,  often  maintained  much  more  in  the  interest  of  leg- 
islattjr  and  lawyer  than  the  public  good,  is  well  worthy  of 
imitation  eUewliere. 

Physical  and  commercial  conditions  arc  also  changing. 
Life  liei-cafter  will  depend  less  npon  spasmodic  "finds/* 
and  more  on  the  hiimdniin  and  legitimate  iudnstries. 
Mining,  though  tlie  supply  of  treasure,  with  improved 
machinery,  still  holds  out  in  a  uniform  way,  takes  a  Icfia- 
er  rank.  Agriculture  and  miiunfacturcs  come  every 
day  more  to  the  front.  California  produces  an  annual 
wheat  crop  of  lJl5O,O00,000,  a  wool  crop  of  ^10,000,0<M1, 
wines  to  the  amount  of  !f4,00O,()00,  and  fruits  worth  us 
much  more,  though  these  last  two  branches  are  but  in 
their  infancy.  Of  the  greater  part  of  all  this  San  Fran- 
cisco is  the  erdrepiit. 

The  smoke  of  the  soft  coals  of  Alaska,  Oregon,  and 
Australia  too  may  be  allowed  to  thicken  the  air  to  some 
purpose,  $\uvG  It  pniduecs  manufactures  to  the  amount  of 
li75,»XMJjUiJ0  per  auuum. 
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XXIII. 

SAX  FRAXCISCO  {VonlinurH). 


Kkarney  Street  (sharing  its  distioction  now  witli 
Market  Street)  is,  in  suiisliiTiy  weatlier,  the  pionicnade 
of  all  tlie  leisurely  and  well-dressed.  It  abounds  in  jew- 
ellers, who  often  combine  tlie  bnsiness  of  pawnhroking 
with  the  otlier,  and  are  fond  of  preHxing  *' I'nde ''  to 
their  names.  Thue,  "  I'nclo  Johnson,'''  "  Uncle  Jackson," 
or  *'  Uncle  Thi^nipeon,"  all  along  the  way,  make  a  genial 
proflEcr  of  their  hospitable  service.  There  are  shops  of 
Chinese  and  Japanese  goods,  though  this  is  not  the  reg- 
ular quarter,  and  **A8siamn11  and  AVassiamull"  invite  us 
to  inspect  the  goods  of  the  East  Indies. 

Perhaps  European  foreigner  of  distinction — English 
lords,  M.P.X  and  younger  sons,  German  barona  and  Rus- 
sian princcfi — on  their  way  round  the  world,  are  not  more 
numerous  tlian  in  New  York,  hut  they  sctMn  more  nu- 
merous in  pn>]iortion.  The  hooka  of  the  Palace  Hotel 
are  seldom  free  of  theuj,  and  tliey  are  detected,  at  a 
glance,  strolling  on  the  streets  or  gazing  at  the  large 
photographs  of  the  Yosemile  Valley  and  the  Big  Trees 
which  hang  at  prominent  corners. 

There  is  a  gciHal  feeling  about  Kearney  Street,  which 
arises,  I  think,  from  its  being  level — at  the  foot  of  the 
sleep  hills.  The  temptation  is  to  linger  there  as  long  as 
possible.     The  instant  you  leave  it  for  the  residence  por- 
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tion  of  town  you  liave  to  begin  a  back-bfeaking  climb. 
Tlie  ascedt  is  like  going  np-stairs,  and  nothing  less. 

Tlie  San  Francisco  iiouselioldcr  of  means  is  'Mike  tlie 
hemlU  Mercury  new-liglitud  on  a  Leavcn-kissiiig  iiill." 
How  in  the  world,  I  liavo  aaked,  doee  he  get  up  there? 
Well,  by  the  Cable  road.  I  consider  the  Cable  road  one 
of  the  very  foremost  in  the  lii?t  of  curiosities,  though  I 
Iiave  refrained  from  bringing  it  forward  till  now.  It  is  a 
peculiar  kind  of  tramway^  useful  also  on  a  level,  but  in- 
vented for  the  purpose  of  overeomiiig  steep  elevations. 

Two  cars,  coupled,  are  seen  moving,  at  a  high  rate  of 
speed,  without  jar  and  in  perfect  safety,  np  and  down  all 
these  extraordinary  undulations  of  ground.  There  i*  no 
horse,  no  stciini,  no  vestfge  of  machinery,  no  ostensible 
meauB  of  locomotion  of  any  kind.  The  astonished  com- 
ment of  the  Chiminum,  observing  this  marvel  for  the  first 
time,  may  be  worth  repeating  once  more,  old  as  it  is: 

'*  Mel  lean  man's  wagon,  no  pnshee,  no  pullee;  go  top- 
side hill  like  fl:»sliee." 

The  solution  of  the  mystery  is  an  endless  wire  cable 
liiddeu  in  a  box  in  tfio  road-bed,  and  tnrriirjg  over  a  great 
wheel  in  an  engine-house  at  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  fore- 
most of  the  two  cars  is  provided  with  a  grip,  or  pincei*s, 
running  nrtderneaih  in  a  eontinnous  crevice  in  the  box 
with  the  cable.  When  the  conductor  wishes  to  go  on  he 
clutches  with  his  grip  tlie  cable;  when  lie  wishes  to  stop 
lie  lets  go  and  puts  on  a  brake.  There  is  no  snow  and 
ice  to  clog  the  central  crevice,  which,  by  the  necessities  of 
the  case,  must  be  open.  The  system  has  been  applied, 
liowever,  with  emendations,  in  ChicaLro,  and  is  about  to 
be  on  tiie  great  Brooklyn  liridge,  at  Kew  York. 

The  great  houses  on  the  hill,  like  almost  all  the  resi- 
dences of  the  city,  arc  of  wood.  It  seems  a  pity,  consid- 
ering the   money  spent,  that  tliis  should   be  so.      It  is 
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flttrihnled  to  the  superior  warmlli  and  tlryncss  of  wood 
in  iio  iTioifit  aud  cool  a  i^liniHte,  aTid  also  to  it6  Bccurity 
against  the  bIiocIc  of  eartluiiiakes.  Whatever  be  tbe  rea- 
son, the  San  Francisco  Crccsuses  have  reared  for  tliem- 
selves  palaces  wln'ch  might  be  swept  off  at  a  breath  and 
leave  no  trace  of  their  existence.  Thuir  architefture  has 
nothing  to  commend  it  to  favor.  They  are  large,  rather 
over-ornate,  and  of  no  particnlar  style. 

The  Ilojikins  residence — a  costly  Gothic  cli^tean,  car- 
ried out  also  in  wood — may  be  excepted  from  this  descrip- 
tion. The  basL'iiioiU  slories,  however,  are  of  stone,  and 
there  is  enotigli  work  in  these  and  foiinduttons  to  bnild 
many  a  Hrst-clrtss  Eastern  mansion.  To  pre]iare  sites  for 
habitations  on  the  steep  hills  lias  been  an  enormous  labor 
and  expense.  The  part  played  by  retaining-walls,  ter- 
races, and  staircases  is  extraordinary.  The  merest  w^ood- 
en  cottage  is  often  prefaced  by  works  which  outweigh  it« 
own  importance  a  dozen  to  one. 

When  a  peerage  is  drawn  tip  for  San  Francisco,  the 
grader  will  follow  in  rank  the  i-ailroad-biiilder  and  tJie 
miner.  To  hardly  anybody  else  has  such  an  amount  of 
Incrativc  employment  been  open.  Wliat  a  cutting  and 
filling!  what  gravelling  and  paving! 

Striking  freaks  of  surface  and  arrangement  result. 
The  city  might  have  been  terraced  np,  like  Genoa,  or 
Naples  above  the  Chiaja.  It  is  picture.s<ine  still,  in  the 
thin,  American  way,  through  tlie  absolnto  force  of  cir- 
cumstances. You  enter  the  retaining-walls  of  stone  or 
plank  through  door-ways  or  grated  archways  like  the 
postern-gates  of  castles.  You  pass  up  stone  steps  in  tun- 
nels or  vine-covered  arbors  within  these ;  or  zigzag  from 
landing  to  landing  of  long,  wooden  stairways,  withont. 
Odd  little  terrace  streets  and  **  places,'*  as  Charles  Place, 
with  bits  of  gardens,  are  found  sandwiched  between  the 
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regular  formation.  A  wide  tboroiiglifnro,  Second  Street 
— cutthrongli  liincon  Hill,  the  Nob  Ililiof  a  former  day, 
to  afford  access  to  water  for  vehicles — ims  been  the  oc- 
casion of  leaving  isolated,  high  and  dry,  sonio  few  old 
houses,  with  cypress-trees  about  tfiem,  approached  by 
wooden  etaircases  almost  interminable.  Dark  at  sunset 
against  a  red  sky,  for  instance,  thej'"  present  effects  to 
delight  the  heart  of  an  etcher. 
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In  this  line,  however,  notliing  is  eqnal  to  Telegraph 
Iliil,  which  bristles  with  the  make-shift  contrivances  of  a 
much  huml»ler  popuhition.  Rret  Ilarto  lived  there  at 
one  time^  and  asserts  tliat  the  goats  need  to  l>rowse  on  his 
pots  of  gcraiiiuui  in  the  second-story  windows.  They 
also  pranced  on  the  roof  at  night  in  such  a  way  that  a 
new-comer  thought  tlicre  had  been  a  fine  tliunder-storm. 
Elsewhere,  instead  of  precipices,  yon  meet  witli  chasms. 
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Looking  down  from  tlie  foadwRy,  yon  will  see  some  poor 
figure  of  a  woman  sewing  in  a  bay-window  wliicli  was 
once  tilled  with  air  and  ennsliinc,  but  now  commands 
only  a  patch  of  naldewed  wall 

The  views  from  the  Iiills  are  of  no  common  order. 
As  yon  rise  on  the  Cabit!  roinl  V"^'  hung  in  tlu;  air  above 
tlie  body  of  the  t^ity,  ami  iihove  the  harbor  and  its  envi- 
ronment. The  Chiy  Street  road,  one  of  tlie  steepest, 
passes  throngh  the  Chinese  qnarter.  Ilalf-way  up  an 
ensign,  of  a  blue-and -crimson  dragon  on  an  orange 
field,  on  tlie  Chinese  Consulate-general,  liies,  a  bright  bit 
of  color  in  the  foreground.  The  bay,  far  below  the  eye, 
has  an  opaque  look.  On  some  rare  days  it  is  very  bUie 
in  colur,  but  oftener  it  is  of  slate  or  greenish  gray.  Pass- 
ing vessels  criss-cross  their  wakes  in  white  ui)oii  the 
green  like  pencils  on  a  slate. 

The  atmosphere  above  it  is  rarely  clear.  Some  lurking 
wisp  of  fog  at  best  is  generally  stealing  in  at  the  Golden 
Gate,  or  under  dark  Tanialpais,  wutcliing  to  rush  over 
and  seize  upon  the  city.  An  obscurity,  part  of  fog  and 
part  of  smoke,  liovers  in  areas,  iiirw  enveloping  only  the 
town,  again  the  prospect,  so  that  nothing  can  be  seen, 
though  the  town  itsulf  be  free.  Now  it  lifts  nionientari- 
ly  from  tlie  hori;:on  for  glimpses  uf  distant  islands  and 
cities,  and  the  peak  of  Mount  Diablo,  thirty  miles  away, 
and  shuts  down  as  suddenly  as  if  these  were  but  figments 
of  a  vision. 

The  view  down  upon  the  lights  at  night  is  particularly 
striking.  Set  in  constellations,  or  radiating  in  formal 
lines,  they  are  like  the  bivouac  of  a  great  army.  It 
might  be  the  hosts  of  Armageddon  were  encamped 
round  about  awaiting  tlie  dawn.  For  several  days,  from 
California  Street  Hill,  there  was  the  spectacle  of  a  devas- 
tating fire  in  the  woods  of  Mount  Taraalpais.     Its  daj'k 
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smoke  rendered  the  sunsets  lurid  and  ominone,  nnd  at 
niglit  the  burning  tnountafn,  reflected  in  the  bay,  wiis  a 
uiure  terrible  Vesuvius  of  Ileela. 


II. 

One  is  hardly  supposed  to  "travel"  as  yet  in  America 
as  in  Europe.  We  make  our  journeys  here  for  definite 
objects,  chiefly  on  business.  No  doubt,  if  we  could  bring 
ourselves  to  the  same  receptive  frame  of  mind,  the  satue 
readiness  to  be  amused  by  odds-and-euds  of  experience, 
a  good  deal  the  same  kiu<i  of  pleasure  could  be  got  out 
of  it  as  there.  Sati  Fnincibi'o  at  least  appears  to  afford 
a  few  of  exactly  the  same  details  which  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  the  leisurely  abroad. 

Italian  fishermen  eat  macaroni,  and  drink  red  wine, 
and  wait  upon  the  ti*les,  about  the  vicinity  of  Broadway 
and  Front  Streets.  The  Italian  colony,  for  the  rest,  is 
pretty  numerous.  Tiie  part  timt  remains  on  shore  is 
chiefly  composed  of  ^rocei's,  butchers,  and  restaurateurs. 
Cliinese  shrimp- catchers  are  fourtd  in  tlie  cove  at  Po- 
trero,  behind  the  large  new  manufacturing  buildings  of 
that  (piiii'ter,  and  again  at  San  P»runo  Point,  twelve 
mile??  (Iliwu  tlie  bay.  Tlicir  boats  and  junks  are  not 
on  a  large  scale,  but  display  the  usual  peculiarities  of 
their  nauticid  architecture. 

The  French  colony  is  also  numerous,  and  the  language 
heard  continuully  on  the  street.  Taking  advantage  of 
the  variety  and  cxcelience  of  supplies  in  the  markets, 
French  restaurants  furnish  repasts  — including  a  Lalf- 
bottle  of  wine  of  tlie  country — of  extraordinary  clieap- 
ness.  A  considerable  Mexican  and  S[mnish  contingent 
mingles  also  with  the  Italians,  along  Upper  Dupont, 
Vallejo,  and  Green  Streets.     Shops  with  such  titles  as 
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ities,  tlte  liHrdthood  and  good  looks  of  all,  while  eliminat- 
ing their  defects.  Certainly*  tiie  bright,  intelligent  aspect 
of  the  children  of  San  Francirico  docs  nothing  as  yet  to 
discredit  hucIi  a  theory. 

Such  vestiges  of  "49  as  yet  remain  are  extretnely  few. 
I  confess  to  snrpriso  as  well  at  tlie  slightnese  of  the  his- 
toric records  iit  the  Pioneer  Society.  I  make  little  doubt 
that  they  tould  he  easily  paralleled  in  many  otlier  libra- 
ries of  the  country,  '*  Nortli  Beach/*  nnder  Telegrapli 
Hill,  may  be  vieitcd  bulb  for  its  memories  and  present 
aspect  of  picturesque  ruin.  It  is  where  the  pioneer  ships 
landed.  Hence,  also,  the  ill-fated  Ralston  swatn  out  into 
the  bay,  and  here  are  the  remains  of  "Harry  Meigs's 
AVharf."  Harry  Meigs  was  a  famous  protoU'pe  of 
Ralston^s  in  the  Fifties.  Defeated  in  brilliiint  tinancial 
schemes,  and  Ijavirig  endeav(fred  to  nave  his  defeat  by 
forgery,  he  was  obliged  to  take  liight.  He  chartered  a 
schooner  to  take  litm  to  the  South  Sea  Islands,  which  lay 
off  the  wharf  for  hJui  at  midniglit. 

"  This  is  iiell,"  he  is  reported  to  have  said  as  he 
stepped  on  board,  expressing  tlius  his  Lucifer-like  sense 
of  liumiliation  and  downfall. 

He  did  not  reuuiin  long  at  tlie  South  Sea  Islands,  bnt 
sailed  for  ]*oru.  There  he  began  tlio  world  again,  built 
all  the  railways  of  that  republic^  became  a  great  million- 
naire,  sent  back  and  paid  all  his  debts,  and  was  divested, 
by  act  of  Legislature,  so  far  as  legislation  could  do  it,  of 
the  stignm  of  his  crimes.  Ilis  story  is  by  no  means  a 
good  one  to  liold  up  to  the  emulation  of  youtli,  but  it  is 
ronniTitic,  and  in  si>tnc  sense  characteristic  of  California. 

Tiie  biackened  old  pier  is  a  dumping- place  for  city 
refuse  now,  and  swarms  of  v/iifoniers  gather  nronnd  it 
to  pick  out  such  scraps  of  valne  as  they  may  before  they 
are  washed  awny  bv  the  daily  tides. 
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Tlic  leadinsr  streets  of  San  Frani-Uco  eoiiimeinorate  tlie 


of  State 


nior>is  tin 


piuneei 

names  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  simple  numbers, 
which  are  carried  already  to  Forty-fifth,  for  avenues,  and 
Thirtieth  for  streetjs.  The  fust-growing,  tongh,  fragrant, 
hut  fccrawny,  eucalyptus  is  niut-Ii  in  use  as  a  siiade-tree. 
In  the  door-yards  groNr  cypresses,  the  Spanisli-baj'onet, 
and  the  orditiHry  flowers,  needing  a  great  deal  of  sprink- 
ling to  keep  tlieni  in  good  order. 

The  San  Franeiseo  school  of  writers,  devek>ped  in  the 
successful  days  of  the  Overland  Mtrnthly^  Lave  not  made 
much  nee  of  the  city  itself  in  tlieir  literature.  Bret  Ilurfe 
confined  his  local  range  to  the  doings  of  certain  small 
boys,  some  "Sidewalkings,"  and  the  disagreeable  features 
of  the  climate,  in  "  >Jeiglib<>rlioods  I  Have  Moved  From." 
It  was  from  Folsorn  Street  that  the  a<h-enturons  Master 
Charles  Snmmurton,  aged  tive,  set  out  for  his  great  expe- 
dition to  Van  Dicman*s  Land,  by  way  of  the  Second  and 
Market  Street  cars.  I  liad  occasion  to  visit  Folsoin  Street 
sometimes,  and  even  this  slight  incident — such  is  tlie  po- 
tency of  the  literary  touch — has  given  it  a  genial  interest 
which  many  otliers,  as  good  in  Hppearauce,  and  even 
stately  Van  Ness  Avenue,  on  the  other  side  of  town — 
very  much  better — by  no  means  sliare. 


in. 

San  Francisco  offers,  in  my  view,  the  advantage  of 
saving  a  trip  around  tlie  world.  Whoever,  having  seen 
Europe,  slirlnks  from  farther  wanderings  may  derive  iiere 
frotn  a  corjipact  Chinese  city  of  30,0(i0  souls  such  an  idea 
of  the  life  and  doings  of  the  Celestial  Empire  as  may 
appease  curiosity  and  take  tlie  phice  of  a  voyage  to  the 
Orient. 
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The  Ciiinesc  iinmigmritfi,  it  is  true,  riircly  erect  h 
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ingfi  of  their  own,  but  lit  tlietiibelves  to  what  they  iiiid. 
They  fit  thciiisclves  ii»  with  all  thuir  peculiar  industries, 
their  smells  of  tobacco  and  eookitig-oil,  tlieir  red  and  yel- 
low signs  and  haiid-billB,  opium  pipes,  high-soled  slip]>ei*3, 
sticks  L»f  India  ink,  silver  pin?,  and  packets  of  face-pow- 
der, tlieir  fruits  and  fisli,  tlieir  curious  groceries  and  more 
curious  bntcljcr*8  nicat — tliey  have  fitted  all  this  into  the 
Yankee  buildings,  aiid  taken  8uch  absolute  possession  that 
we  are  no  longer  in  America,  but  Shanghai  or  Ilong- 
Kong.  The  restaurants  make  the  nearest  approach  to  the 
national  facades,  but  this  is  brought  about  by  adding 
highly-decorated  balconies,  lanterns,  and  inscriptions,  audj 
not  building  outright. 

I  had  the  curiosity  to  try  one  of  the  !>cst  of  the  rcfil 
rants — fpiite  a  gorgeous  affair,  at  the  head  of  Ooitimer< 
Street — and  found  the  fare  botli  neutly  served  and 
table.     There  was  a  certain  tnonot(»ny  in  the  bill,  whicl 
ascribed  to  a  desire  to  give  us  dishes  as  near  the  Amer- 
ican style  as  possible.     We  had  chicken-soup,  with  flonr 
paste  resembling  macaroni;  a  vevy  tender  chicken,  sliced, 
through  bones  and  all,  in  a  bowl ;  a  bowl  of  duck ;  a  pew- 
ter cliufing-dibli  of  quail  with  spinach.    All  the  food  is  set 
out  ID  bowls,  and  each  helps  himself,  with  ebony  chop-, 
sticks,  to  such  moi-sels  as  he  desires.    The  chopsticks,  held 
in  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  somewhat  after  tlie  man- 
ner of  castanets,  arc  about  as  convenient  to  the  novice  asj 
a  pair  of  lead-poneils.     Wo  drank  ftaki^  or  rice  brandy,  in 
infinitesimal  cups,  during  the  dinner,  and  at  dessert  vMj||| 
fine  tea.  ^H 

The  upper  story  of  these  places  is  reserved  for  guests 
of  the  better  class.  Those  of  slender  purses  are  accom- 
modated below.  To  these  is  served  a  second  drawing  of 
the  same  tea  which  lias  been  used,  iind  such  meats  as  re- 1 
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mail!  in  a  tolerable  state.  Tlie  upper  storj  is  decoi'iited 
with  carved  work,  painted  scarlet^  and  heavily  gilded,  and 
screens,  lanterns,  and  teak-wood  tables  and  stools;  while 
below  pine-wood  tables  arc  deemed  good  enongli. 
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A    DALOONT    IN    TnR    CniNKSC  qiTARTKIt. 


Dropping  in  late  cue  evening  for  a  cup  of  tea,  I  bad 

the  fortune  to  witness  a  snpper-partj — a  novel,  genre  pic- 
ture, glowing  with  color.  There  were  a  dozen  dignified- 
looking  men,  dressed  in  handsome  silk  clothing— black, 
blue,  and  purple.  With  them  were  as  many  women — 
young,  slender,  and  pretty,  of  their  type,  wliile  the  women 
seen  walking  about  the  streets  are  very  coarse  and  clumsy. 

15 
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Their  black  hair  was  carefully  smoothed,  and  looped  u 
with  silver  pins,  and  their  complexions  were  daintily  mad 
of  pink  and  wliite  and   vermilion,  realizing  exactly  th 
heads  painted  on  their  silken  fans.     The  moat  interestiii 
girl  was  of  Fellah  or  Hebrew  aspect,  and  was  probably 
not  without  an  adtnixtare  of  other  blood  in  her  veiuB. 
The  men  occupied  carved  teak-wood  stools  about  a  large 
table,  sprciui  with  a  white  cloth,  and  covered  with  charm- 
ing cliina.    The  women  stood  by  and  served  them.     Now 
and  then  ono  of  the  latter  rested  momentarily  on  a  corner 
of  a  stool,  in  a  laughing  way,  and  took  a  morsel  also.    The 
whole  was  a  bit  of  briglit  Chin&iaerie  worth  a  long  jou 
ney  to  witness. 

They  were  very  merry,  and  played,  among  other  amm 
ments,  a  game  like  the  Italian  viora.  In  this  one  wou 
hold  up  lingers  in  rapid  succession,  while  the  others' 
shouted  the  probable  number  at  the  tops  of  their  voiceSw 
What  with  this,  their  laughter,  drumming  on  the  table^ 
and  general  hubbub,  besides  an  orchestra  of  their  peculiar 
music  addiiig  its  din  from  behind  a  screen,  they  were  not 
very  unlike  a  party  of  Parisian  canotiera  and  gi\ 
supping  at  Bougival. 

The  temple  and  the  tlieatre  of  the  Chinese  emi 
have  an  identical  chi^ractor  wherever  he  goes.  I  1 
here  the  same  scenes  in  both  I  had  witnessed  in  Havana 
at  the  beginning  of  my  journey.  The  temple,  economi- 
cally set  up  in  some  upper  rear  room,  abounds  in  gandy 
signs  and  some  good  bronzes,  bnt  is  little  frequented. 
Tiio  theatre  is  far  more  popular.  The  dresses  used  here 
are  rich  and  interesting-  The  performers  are  coutina- 
ally  marching,  lighting,  spinning  about,  pretending  to  be 
dead  and  jutnping  up  again,  and  singing  in  high,  cracked 
voices  like  the  whine  of  a  bagpipe.  A  doughty  warrior, 
who  may  be  Gengis  Khan  or  Titiiour  the  Tartar,  and  bea 


340 


OLD  MEXICO  ANI>  JJBR  LOST  PHOVmCBS. 


himself  with  tlte  "most  haughty  stride  and  withering 
pride,"  will  Bing  you  Itis  lines  in  this  same  puny,  whining 
voice,  aiul  no  other.  The  elightness  of  the  means  of  illu- 
sion is  a  naive  feature  of  interest  in  the  Chinese  drama. 
As  one  of  the  simple  rnstics  in  the  Muhummer  NigJWs 
Dream  holds  up  an  ann  to  represent  a  wall,  across  which 
Pyramns  and  Thisbe  are  supposed  to  talk,  so  liere,  if  it 
be  designed,  for  instance,  to  represent  the  march  of  an 
army  through  tlic  woods,  a  screen  is  put  up  at  one  side 
of  tlie  stage,  bearing  an  iirscrtption  which  no  doubt  says 
"Woods,"  and  around  this  the  military  betake  them- 
selvea. 

The  cemetery  is  more  curious  even  than  the  theatre  of 
Chinadoin  in  San  Francisco.  I  came  upon  it  in  the  course 
of  a  long  stroll  one  afternoon,  and  was  almost  the  only 
spectator  of  some  peculiar  corcmonial  rites  in  propitiation 
of  the  dead.  It  is  not  grouped  in  the  general  Golgotha  Bt 
Lone  Mountain,  but  adjufns  that  devoted  to  the  city  piu- 
pers,  out  among  the  melancholy  saiid-dunes  by  the  oceau. 
It  is  parcelled  ot!  by  white  fences  into  a  large  number  of 
enclosures  for  separate  burial  guilds,  or  (vn<j8.  These  have 
large  signs  upon  them — *'  Fook  Yam  Tong,"  "Tung  Sen 
Tong,"  *'  Ye  On  Tong,**  etc.  One  has  ultno^^t  diiiicnlty 
to  persuade  himself  that  he  is  awake  witnesi^ing  such  do- 
ings as  here  take  place  in  the  broad  sutilight  of  Yankee- 
land. 

It  IB  the  practice  to  convey  the  bones  of  their  dead  to 
China,  but  there  are  preliminary  funerals  in  reguhirfonn. 
All  the  ''hacks'*  in  San  Francisco  are  often  engaged. 
Tlie  bones  are  left  in  the  ground  a  year  or  more  before 
removal. 

Toward  three  in  the  afternoon  a  number  of  express- 
wagons  of  the  common  sort  drove  up  with  freights  of 
Chinamen  and  Chinawomen,  and  curiously  assorted  pro- 
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vieione.  The  "hoodlum"  drivers  conducted  themselves 
peaceably  enough,  but  seemed  to  have  a  certain  sardonic 
air  at  tlio  idea  of  having  to  draw  their  profits  from  pa- 
trons of  such  a  ehiss.  The  pi'ovisions  weru  uulmulcd,  taken 
up  and  laid  on  small  wooden  altars,  of  which  there  is  one 
at  the  front  of  each  totuj.  Most  conspicuous  were  whole 
roast  pigSj  decorated  with  ribbons  and  colored  papers. 
There  were  next  roast  fowls,  rice,  salads,  sweetmeats, 
fruits,  cigars,  and  rice  lirandy.  Tlie  participants  set  to 
work  to  lire  revolvers,  buiuija,  and  crackerB,  kindle  pack- 
ages of  colored  pnpcr,  niake  profound  genuflections  before 
the  graves,  and  scatter  libations  upon  them  of  food  and 
liquors.  Only  the  roast  pigs  were  reserved  and  tiiken 
home  agjiin  ;  all  the  rest  was  scAtterod  iibout.  The  din 
and  smoke  increased  apace;  the  strange-garbed  figures 
pranced  about  like  sorcerers,  and  the  decorated  pigs 
loonted  out  with  a  goblin  air.  It  seemed  a  veritable 
witches*  Sabbath.  Some  of  the  fruits  and  cigars  were 
hospitably  offered  to  me  as  I  looked  on  ;  and  I  will  say 
that  parsimony  does  not  seem  a  vice  of  the  Cliiniiman, 
though  he  lives  upon  so  little,  and  is  content  with  mod- 
erate returns. 

Coming  back  the  same  way  in  tlie  evening,  I  noted 
prowling  iigures  of  white  men  among  the  graven,  gath- 
ering up  the  fragments  cast  down  by  the  improvident 
heathen, 

I  am  glad,  on  the  whole,  not  to  have  tlie  mooted  Chi- 
nese question  to  settle  in  person.  On  the  one  Iiand,  a 
great  law  of  political  economy — the  natural  right  of  man 
to  seek  happiness  where  he  will ;  on  the  otlier,  a  view  that 
the  best  goo<I  of  a  community  does  not  necessarily  consist 
in  mere  size  and  value  of  "improvements."  The  reflect- 
ive mind  will  find  it  rather  in  the  greatest  average  distri- 
bution of  Comfort.     I  should  sav  that  there  have  been  no 
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evils  of  consequence  experienced  from  the  presence  of  the 
Chinese  popuLatiou  a8  >et.  Without  them  tlie  railroads 
could  not  have  been  built,  nor  the  agricultural  nor  min- 
ing interests  developed.  With  all  the  complaint,  too,  of 
competition,  the  wages  of  white  labor  are  better  here  than 
at  the  East,  and  the  cost  of  living  is  certainly  not  more. 

A  proper  male  costume  for  San  I'njncisco  is  humor- 
ously said  to  be  a  linen  duster  with  a  fur  collar.  The 
variability  of  the  climate  within  brief  spaces  of  time  is 
thus  indicated.  It  varies  largely,  in  fact,  in  different 
parts  of  the  same  day,  though  the  mean  for  the  year  is 
remarkably  even.  The  moan  for  January — the  coldest 
month — ia  but  fifty  degrees,  and  for  September — the 
warmest — fifty-eight.  It  is  a  famous  climate  for  work, 
but  the  average  temperature,  as  is  seen,  is  pretty  low  for 
comfort.  People  go  away  for  warmth  in  the  summer 
quite  as  much  as  for  coolness.  The  rainy  season— the 
winter — is  really  the  pleasantest  of  the  year.  The  air  is 
clearer  then,  while  the  prospects  are  verdant  and  best 
worthy  to  be  seen.  At  other  times  fogs  prevail,  or  bleak 
winds  arise  in  the  afternoon,  and  blow  dust,  in  a  dreary 
way,  into  tlie  eyes  of  all  whoso  misfortune  calls  them  to 
be  then  in  the  streets. 

We  return  to  town  from  our  Chinese  ceremony  along 
wide  Point  Lobos  Avenue,  the  drive  to  the  Cliff  House. 
It  is  skirted  on  one  side  by  the  public  pleasure-ground, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  an  area  of  half  a  mile  by  tlirec  miles 
and  a  half,  wliieh  is  being  redeemed  from  an  original  con- 
dition of  drifting  sand  in  a  wonderful  way.  All  the  outer 
tract  near  the  ocean  is  as  desert  and  yellow  as  Sahara,  A 
few  scattered  dwellings  appear  in  the  sands,  each  with  its 
water-tank  and  wind-mill,  a  yucca-plant  or  two,  and  sonne 
knots  of  tough  grass  about  it.  The  city  appears  on  the 
edge  of  the  steep,  as  if  it  were  looking  over  in  surprise. 
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I  HAD  marked  out  as  a  field  of  travel  SoutLern  Cull- 
fornia. 

It  is  not  easj  to  decide  on  the  idstant  jnst  what  South- 
ern California  should  be  deemed  to  comprehend.  Most  of 
the  State,  leaving  out  the  tnitiing  and  luiiibcrin^  districts, 
displajs  some  of  those  tropical  features  in  which  the  idea 
of  Southeriiness  to  the  iinaginatioD  of  the  temperate  cli- 
mates consists.  You  see  orange,  lig»  and  pomegranate 
trees  surrounding  pleasant  homes  at  Sonoma,  well  to  the 
north  of  San  Franciseo.  One  of  the  most  important  dis- 
tricts for  ramin-cuUnre  is  near  Sacramento  and  Marya- 
ville,  north-west.  At  the  spririjj^s  of  Calistoga,  seventy- 
five  miles  north,  is  found  a  group  of  the  finest  palm-trees 
in  California.  It  is  safe  to  assume,  however,  that  all  this 
will  be  found  in  the  greater  perfection  as  the  low  lati- 
tudes arc  approaclicd. 

San  Francisco  lies  not  far  from  midway  of  the  State,  and 
Southern  California  may  conveniently  be  taken  as  all  that 
part  south  of  the  seaport  and  metropolis.  It  was  upon 
the  area  just  below,  around  the  Bay,  that  the  Rev.  Starr 
King  lavished  his  most  polished  eulogies,  describing  the 
**  flowers  by  the  acre,  flowers  by  the  square  mile,"  which, 
he  saw  there,  in  the  spring.  To  the  vicinity  of  San  Jos6, 
fifty  miles  down,  Bayard  Taylor  proposed  (if  he  should 
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live  to  be  old,  and  note  liU  faculties  failing)  to  retire  in 
order  to  renew  liis  youth.  And  but  seventy-five  miles 
farther  south  arc  the  Bunimer  resorts — and  winter  resorts 
as  well — of  Santa  Cruz  and  Monterey. 

I  set  out  in  uiid-antumn,  tlkc  time  of  the  county  fairs, 
when  the  products  of  au  agricultural  couutry  should  be 
seen  to  particular  advantage.  There  was  held  at  San 
Jose  the  combined  fair  of  the  counties  of  Santa  Clara 
and  Santa  Cruz,  and  that  I  made  my  iii*&t  objective 
point. 

There  are  no  means  of  exit  from  San  Francisco  by  land 
except  to  the  southward,  the  lofig,  narrow  peninsula  on 
which  it  lies  being  surrounded  on  all  oilier  sides  by  water. 
One  may  cross,  liowever,  by  ferry  to  Oakland — the  Jersey 
City  and  lloboken,  as  well  as  Brooklyn,  of  the  place — and 
go  around  the  bay  on  that  side  by  a  road  which  readies 
San  JoSe  also.  In  doing  so  you  traverse  Alameda  County, 
which  raises  nearly  a  million  bushels  of  wheat  a  year 
from  a  single  township,  together  with  tons  of  sngar-lxiets, 
and  more  hay  than  any  other  county  in  the  State.  It 
conies  third  also  in  rank  fur  grape-vines,  and  has  tropical 
pretensions  of  its  own,  making  an  exhibit  of  orange  and 
lemon  trees  in  certain  favored  nooks.  But  the  more  di- 
rect way  is  tlie  coast  division  of  tlie  Southern  Pacific 
Railway,  down  tlje  peninsula. 

Let  us  glance  at  topography  a  moment.  California  ]& 
fenced  off  into  valleys  by  two  long  north  and  south 
ranges — the  Sierra  Nevadas,  immensely  high,  and  the 
lower  Coast  liangc.  Tlicsc  meet  in  acute  points,  north 
at  ShaBta,  and  south  at  the  Tejon  Pass,  and  become  one. 
They  enclose  between  tliem  the  vast  central  space  known 
in  its  upper  portion  as  tlie  Sacramento  Valley,  and  its 
lower  as  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  from  the  two  main  riv- 
ers by  which  it  is  drained.    The  granite  Sierra  Nevadae 
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contain  the  peaks  of  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  thousand  feet 
elevation  which  have  obtained  an  extensive  fame  in  the 
world.  The  Coast  Kange,  of  softer  materials,  averages 
only  from  two  to  six  thousand  feet. 

The  Sierra  Nevadas  do  not  greatly  divi<]e  their  strength, 
bnt  the  Coast  Range  throws  out  freijuent  spura  parallel 
to  itself.  These  take  separate  names,  as  Sierra  Morena, 
Santa  Clara,  and  Santa  Crnz  mountains,  and  form  numer- 
ous long,  narrow  valleys  and  benches  of  table-land  be- 
tween themselves  and  tlie  Pacific  Ocean. 

Down  the  large  Santa  Clara  Valley,  one  of  those  formed 
in  this  way  in  the  midst  of  a  diversified  region,  our  first 
excursion  takes  us. 

By  the  time  the  files  of  frcight-cara  constituting  the 
immediate  environs  of  all  American  cities  are  passed  we 
find  ourselves  running  through  a  tract  of  small  vegetable 
gardens  and  windmilla.  Clusters  of  buildings  in  white 
enclosures,  that  looked  from  town,  on  their  hills,  like 
Mexican  haciendas,  arc  "institutions"  of  various  sorts. 
A  long  arm  of  San  Francisco  Buy  accompanies  us  thirty 
miles  south,  and  is  seen  gleaming  to  the  left,  wnth  a  wide 
stretch  of  mareh  between.  Ark-like  structures  on  piles,  at 
intervals  along  the  water's  edge,  are  guard-houses,  keeping 
watch  over  beds  of  the  small  California  oyster,  which  has 
never  yet  been  either  coaxed  or  driven  into  a  grandeur  com- 
mensurate with  the  pretensions  of  everything  else  about  it. 

The  conception  that  has  gone  out  about  Southern  Cali- 
fornia is  that  it  is  an  earthly  Paradise.  I  will  say  at  once 
that  it  is  very  cliarming,  even  in  the  <]ry  season,  but  it 
is  an  earthly  Paradise  very  different  from  the  beet  idea 
of  it  one  has  been  able  to  get  by  previous  investigation. 
I  found  myself  there,  in  short,  in  the  dry  season,  and 
most  writers  have  spoken  of  it  only  as  viewed  in  the 
season  of  rains  and  verdure. 
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The  guide-book  promises,  "after  a  few  minutes'  ride, 
orcliards,  vineyards,  elegant  farm -bouses,  prospects  to 
charm  all  who  love  the  beauties  of  nature.'"  But,  really 
—one  nibs  his  eyes— where  are  they?  Tlie  ground  is 
raournfnlly  bare  and  brown,  llardly  a  ti-ee  or  a  bush  is 
seen ;  not  a  green  blade  of  grass.  At  length  some  einall 
trees,  a  variety  of  scnib-oaks,  at  a  little  distance  resem- 
bling the  olive!  Farm-houses  are  few,  and  not  at  all 
**  elegant."  The  hills  arc  of  the  color  of  camel's  hide, 
and  not  iinlike  the  earners  humps. 

At  Millbrae,  liually,  there  is  a  glimpse  of  the  wooden 
towers,  in  the  American  style,  of  a  villa,  and  a  large 
dairy  barn.  At  Belmont  the  h>w  hills  are  close  at  hand. 
At  Menlo  Park  a  charming  llower-bed  is  cared  for,  by 
the  track,  as  at  foreign  railway -stations.  We  ai*e  in 
the  chosen  site  for  villa  residences  of  tlie  San  Francisco 
millionnaires.  The  surface  is  liat,  and  with  its  growth  of 
oaks  recalls  the  outskirts  of  Chicago,  as  at  Hyde  Park  or 
Riverside. 

The  valley  widens  till  the  hills  are  distant  and  veiled  in 
blue,  with  tawny  grain-fields  between  ;  but  still  no  ver- 
dure! And  where  are  the  wild  flowers?  One  hardly 
expects  tlicm  now  "by  the  acre  and  by  tlie  squai-e  mile," 
it  is  true,  since  it  is  autuiun;  but  of  all  the  primroses, 
the  larkspur,  the  lupin,  the  poppies  of  tradition,  not  one! 
Not  a  narcissus!  not  a  chrysanthemum!  Oh,  my  prede- 
cessors! wiiat  shall  I  think  of  you  ? 

In  the  spring  the  flowers  bloom  and  carpet  the  earth 
as  grass  carpets  it  elscwliere.  Speaking  of  the  spring  the 
eulogists  do  uot  say  a  word  too  much.  But  it  is  my 
originality  to  have  seen  Southern  California  in  the  au- 
tumn and  winter — as  it  is  for  seven  months  of  every 
year,  and  as  it  may  be,  in  exceptional  seasons,  the  whole 
year  tlirough. 
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Koi  to  nuke  a  great  deal  of  this  bareneee  and  dnrness 
voald  be  to  neglect  a  moat  eteential  featare.  Tbe  an- 
nual nina  begin  in  Deeember,  Janoary,  or  February,  and 
oonttnnc  till  Jane,  diininkfaing  in  Maj,  which  is  some- 
tinea  itself  a  dry  month.  In  tlie  antninn  tbe  learee  fall 
— what  oomparatircly  few  there  are  to  fall — aa  elsewhere^ 
and  are  not  renewed. 

^Bnt  yon  aet  np  to  be  a  land  of  perpetual  summer, 
JOB  know,"  one  argues  with  tbe  Calif omian,  in  the  first 
state  of  Borprifte. 

*^8o  we  are," he  replies;  ^but  that  does  not  neoeflsari- 
ly  mean  perpetual  verdure.  Lo<jk  at  the  tliermometer! 
look  at  the  fertility  of  the  land  !  You  have  but  to  run 
water  on  it  by  irri^tion,  and  it  will  do  whatever  yon 
please.  Contrast  thift  brown  season  with  your  own  white 
one.  The  land  is  dry  and  easy  to  get  about  on,  and  tbe 
•ky  above  is  uniformly  pleasant.  Do  you  prefer  your 
fields  of  sheeted  snow,  under  the  howling  blasts?  your 
quaj^iiiirea  of  mud  and  slutih,  alternately  freezing  and 
tlmwingr 

"Very  true,"  1  admit,  accepting  this  different  point  of 
view. 

Then,  perhaps,  by  way  of  finishing  touch,  he  adds, 
riding  to  a  dignity  well  justilicd  by  the  facts,  "  California 
»el8  np  to  be  a  Intid  of  relations,  commercial,  agricultural, 
miueral,  artd  social,  which  have  made  it  a  power  in  the 
world.  It  has  revolutionized  values,  struck  the  key-note 
of  new  social  conditions,  and  begun  a  new  commercial 
era.  California  has  arrived  at  a  point  where  she  takes 
her  place  in  the  Union  on  the  ordinary  terms.  We  no 
longer  depend  upon  a  repute  for  astounding  beauties  and 
eccontricitieB — though  of  these,  too,  there  is  no  lack,  as 
you  will  find." 
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San  Jo8^,  a  city  of  twenty  tlionsand  people,  contests 
with  Sacramento  tlic  honor  of  being  third  in  importance 
in  the  State.  Yon  alight  there  at  the  smjill  Hlatiou.  In 
the  vicinity  are  a  waiting  horse-car,  a  hlatikaniith'S  shop, 
and  rail-fences  painted  with  advertisements.  These  have 
a  very  American  look,  to  begin  witli,  for  a  place  with  a 
romantic  Spanish  name — a  place  to  which  yon  are  recom- 
mended to  come  in  search  of  the  elixir  of  life.  And  so 
have  the  small  ]>iuket-fence8  an  American  look,  and  the 
comfortable  little  clapboarded  wooden  honscs  behind 
them,  with  scroll- sawed  ornaments  in  their  piazzas. 
With  the  exception  of  an  unnsnal  number  of  French 
and  Italian  names  on  the  sign-boards,  and  sotne  large, 
clean  tuns  in  front  of  the  shops  of  dealers  in  native 
wines,  it  is  as  downright  a  little  Yankee  town  as  ever 
was.  There  is  much  shade  in  the  streets,  and  in  a  pub- 
lic green,  but  the  trees  are  yet  too  small  and  low. 

It  is  a  clean,  prosperous  city,  the  centre  of  a  rich  agri- 
cultural district.  It  has  excellent  schools  and  all  the 
other  conveniences  of  life,  A  good  deal  of  money  has 
been  spent  on  the  principal  business  buildings.  As  in 
most  other  provincial  towns  thronghont  the  State,  they 
are  much  covered  with  bay-windows,  in  what  might  bo 
described  as  the  San  Francisco  style  of  architecture.  An 
iron  trestle-work  tower  was  going  up  at  tlie  intersection 
of  the  two  main  streets,  to  rise  to  a  height  of  two  hun- 
dred feet,  to  contain  an  electric  light  and  illuminate  the 
town.  The  white  Court-house,  in  the  classic  style, 
though  not  large,  is  agreeably  proportioned,  and  quite 
a  model  of  its  kind. 

The  week's  doings  at  the  Fair  Grounds  resolved  them- 
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selves  chieflj  into  trotting-matclies.  I  was  told  tliat  the 
combined  display  of  the  two  coutiticd  was  poorer  this 
year  than  either  was  in  the  habit  of  making  alone. 
There  was  racin<^  and  ornamental  riding,  one  day,  by 
young  women,  and  tliosc  who  took  preminms  were  girls 
of  but  fourteen  and  sixteen.  Another  popular  feature  of 
these  county  fairs  was  "firemen's  tournaments,"  in  which 
different  companies  licid  contests  of  speed,  equipped  with 
all  their  paraplierualia. 

There  was  but  a  scattering  display  of  lire-stock,  and 
little  or  no  fruit.  Tlie  two-liundred-ponud  squash,  the 
twenty-si.x  pound  turnip,  tlie  beet  five  feet  in  length  and 
a  foot  through,  the  apples  and  pears  commensurate  with 
these,  were  not  shown.  I  had  seen  them  before,  and  did 
not  mudi  regret  their  absence.  I  have  a  lurking  sus- 
picion that  there  is  a  standard  of  tlie  vegetable  as  of  the 
human  race,  and  that  the  Tom  Thumbs  arid  General 
Bateses  of  the  one  are  not  more  fortunate  in  tlieir  de- 
parture from  it  timn  those  of  the  other. 

The  capacity  of  the  country  to  produce  fruits,  not 
simply  of  abnormal  eizc,  but  tine  quality — excepting  the 
apple,  which  requires  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and 
remains  insipid — has,  perhaps,  been  too  well  tested  to 
need  competitive  exhibitions.  What  better  county  fair 
than  the  daily  display  of  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the  San 
Francisco  market  ?  The  regular  season  for  any  and  all 
of  them  is  twice  as  long  as  on  the  Atlantic  coast  at  cor- 
responding latitudes. 

I  traversed  the  mucli-eulogizcd  "Alameda,"  an  avena< 
of  willows  and  poplars,  of  three  miles,  set  out,  in  1799, 
by  Spanish  friars.  Tliese  founded  a  mission  among  the 
Indians  at  Santa  Clara,  to  which  town  the  avenue  ex- 
pends. There  remains  at  Santa  Clara  the  chapel  of  the 
nission,  with   its  adobe  walls,  live  feet  thick,  and  flat 
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wooden  ceiling,  nidely  painted.  It  is  now  a  i>art  of  a 
flourishing  collegiate  institution.  Acrose  the  way  is  a 
clump  of  ruinous  old  adobe  cottages  of  tbe  same  date; 
but  we  arc  adjured  to  pay  no  great  heed  to  tlicse,  since 
we  are  going  presently  to  Monterey,  which  has,  as  it 
were,  a  grand  specialty  of  all  that  kind  of  thing. 

The  Alameda  poplars  and  willows  make  but  a  moder- 
ate showing  for  their  age,  and  can  hardly  be  rated  etpial 
to  New  Haven  elms,  for  instance.  Beldnd  them,  along 
both  sides  of  the  road,  are  houses  of  a  bourgeois  comfort, 
as  in  the  town.  There  arc  said  to  be  residents  of  wealth 
and  leisure  who  have  been  attracted  liere  to  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  in  peac^.  The  Coast  Mountains, 
they  say,  cut  off  the  fogs  and  winds  of  the  ocean,  and  a 
higher  range  on  the  other  side  bars  out  the  heats  of  the 
country  eastward.  We  endeavor  to  divine,  in  some  su- 
perior reflneuient  of  taste  and  sentiment,  the  abodes  of 
these  particular  ones.  It  is  a  pleasant  conception,  that 
of  coming  here  to  live  for  the  ])ure  physical  delight  in 
living,  and  highly  interesting.  Perhaps  their  daughters 
will  stand  by  the  gates  with  a  certain  repining  mingled 
with  their  air  of  superior  distinction,  as  if  they,  for  their 
part,  had  not  quite  so  willingly  consented  to  abandon  a 
world  of  larger  opportunities.  But  we  do  not  succeed. 
Some  of  these  residents  are  simply  rude  mining  men  who 
have  broken  their  constitutions  in  Nevada  and  Utah ; 
and,  after  all,  the  desire  to  live  a  life  of  physical  con- 
tentment does  not  imply  ta^te  in  areliitecture  and  land- 
scape gardening. 


III. 


tOne  had  expected  a  good  deal  of  novelty  and  pic- 
tnresqueneFS  from  these  towns,  of  romantic  "San''  and 
"Santa,"  and  "Ix»s'-   and  "Del,"  and  feels  rather  ag- 
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grieved  not  to  get  so  much  of  it.  Its  absence  is  explained 
in  part  by  the  fact  that  there  were  rarely  original  settle- 
ments corresponding  to  the  present  names.  These  are 
taken  rather  from  ranclics^  springs,  or  mines  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. On  the  arrival  of  the  Americans  in  California 
there  were  but  thirteen  thousand  Spanish,  or  Mexicans, 
all  told,  while  the  territory  was  as  large  as  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  six  New  England  States  put  to- 
gether. 

Let  ns  believe  that  the  pleasing  designations  will  act  as 
a  stimuliiB^  and  these  communities  will  live  np  to  their 
names  in  time,  as  they  never  could  have  done  were  they 
eimply  Smithville  and  Jonesville. 

The  iinpresaiona  at  San  Josd,  and  in  the  conntry  at 
large,  resulting  from  a  second  visit  a  month  later,  were 
more  agreeable.  Something  like  the  proper  point  of 
view  had  then  been  attained.  The  face  of  nature  was  to 
bo  parched,  and  the  towns  rather  commonplace;  but  the 
continued  cloudlessnoss  of  the  sky,  and  quality  of  the  air, 
were  more,  and  the  peculiar  form  of  pleasure  was  settled 
where  it  belonged. 

The  district  of  villa  residences  of  the  millionnaires, 
when  penetrated,  gained  mucli  in  attractiveness.  There 
are  wliite-oaks  and  chestnut-oaks,  as  wi^ll  as  scrub-oaks,  in 
groups  of  a  park-like  appearance,  and  live-oaks,  witli  long, 
gray  Spanish  moss  depending  from  them.  If  there  are  n< 
wild  flowers,  there  arc  plenty  of  the  cultivated  sort,  with 
lawns  kept  green  by  fountains  and  hose.  "Wliere  there  is 
water,  the  winter,  or  brown  season,  need  never  extend. 

As  a  rule,  long  stretches  of  white  picket-fence  surround 
the  places,  and  the  houses  themselves  are  white. 

The  bonanza  kings  have  been  invested  with  a  greater 
air  of  magnificence  than  really  belongs  to  them.     Theii 
■8  cost  them  immense  sums,  it  is  true,  but  a  reductioi 
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should  be  made  to  Eastern  Btandarda.  The  oatponriiig  of 
untold  tniiliona  put  up  the  prices  of  land,  labor,  and  every 
commodity  entering  into  the  resuk,  so  that  less  was  ob- 
tained for  the  money  than  an  equal  cxptiiiditurc  would 
have  procured  here.  The  Menlo  Park  district  is  inferior 
to  Llewellyn  Park,  Englewood,  Irviiigton,  and  others,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  York. 

The  builders  have  struck  out  a  kind  of  style  of  their 
own,  perhaps  in  too  great  haste  to  wait  for  imported 
ideas.  The  houses  are  chiefly  of  wood.  Flood,  of  Flood 
&  O^Brien,  and  "Consolidated  Virginia"  when  the  great 
bonanza  was  struck,  had  just  completed  one  of  great  size, 
on  an  estate  of  five  hundred  acres,  at  Menlo  Park.  There 
was  a  terrace,  with  a  fine  bronze  fountain.  The  main 
steps  were  of  polished  marble  with  bronze  sphinxes,  and 
bronze  dragons  studded  the  ornate  stables  —  the  whole 
glaring,  white,  and  over -gorgeous,  like  listening  to  the 
noise  of  a  brass  band. 

There  are  some  gentler,  more  home-like  places,  and  i-o- 
calling  the  tone  of  rural  life  at  the  East.  Such  a  one  is 
that  of  ex-Governor  Ijcland  Stanford,  at  Palo  Alto.  Here 
is  a  breeding  farm  for  horses,  one  of  the  most  complete  of 
the  kind  in  the  world.  Of  seventeen  hundred  acres  one 
hundred  are  occupied  by  stables,  barns,  and  small  pad- 
docks, which,  at  the  foot  of  a  gentle  rise  of  ground,  make 
a  small  city  by  themselves.  It  is  inhabited  by  a  popula- 
tion of  nearly  five  hundred  animals,  who  return  liither 
from  business,  as  it  were,  in  the  pastures  and  i^ace-tracks, 
and  have  two  hundreil  persons  employed  in  their  domes- 
tic service.  The  spacious  stables  are  uniformly  floored 
and  ceiled  up  with  redwood,  strewn  with  the  freshest 
straw,  and  kept  as  neat  as  the  most  unexceptionable 
drawing-room. 

Scions  of  the  stock,  representing  the  best  thoroughbred 
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From  the  tiuio  of  foaling  the  colts  are  gently  handled, 
and  made  as  familiar  with  the  tonch  of  harness  as  with 
that  of  liuman  hands.  As  a  consequence  they  are  tame, 
gentle,  and  even  affectionate,  and  never  need  formal 
breaking.  The  effect  of  the  system  of  training  has  been 
apparent  in  some  notable  records  of  speed.  On  the  Bay 
District  Association  track,  at  San  Francisco,  in  18S0,  the 
two-year-old  Fred  Crocker  lowered  the  record  for  a  one- 
mile  trot  to  2'  25J".  Last  year  Bonita,  a  two-year-old 
filly,  cat  it  down  to  2'  2-ti".  At  the  same  trotting  exhi- 
bition Wildllower,  another  two-year-old,  made  the  mile 
in  2'  21";  and  Ilinda  Rose,  a  yearling  filly,  added  to  the 
fame  of  the  farm  by  cutting  down  the  yearling  record  to 
2'  3&i". 

The  interiors  of  the^e  fine  villas  are,  as  a  rule,  better 
than  the  exteriora.  The  Mills  house,  at  Millbrae,  resi- 
dence of  a  banking  and  niilway  magnate,  now  of  New 
York,  18  a  notable  collection  of  portVeru  and  Oriental 
rugs,  and  bed-chambers  done  in  the  finest  woods,  \vith  a 
picture-gallery  of  works  of  Geroine,  Detaille,  and  Bon- 
gnereau,  while  from  all  the  windows  are  vistas  of  fan- 
palms,  flower-beds,  greensward,  and  bronzes. 

Ralston's  old  house,  at  Belmont,  now  the  property  of 
Senator  Sharon,  is  of  those  of  the  greatest  interest,  through 
interest  in  the  ren^arkable  man  who  built  it.  Starting 
from  bumble  origin,  lie  rose  to  be  a  great  capitalist  and 
the  promoter  of  brilliant  schemes  of  improvement,  both 
public  and  private.  He  conducted  to  success  a  hundred 
projects  wliicli  in  other  liands  would  have  been  folly,  and 
arrived  thus  at  such  an  unbotiitded  confidence  in  his  star 
that  he  thought  he  could  not  fail.  He  was  entangled  at 
last,  however,  in  schemes  beyond  his  control.  Strong  and 
athletic, and  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  went  down  to  **  Harry 
Meigs's^'  wharf,  in  San  Francisco — almost  the  very  point 
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from  which  his  great  prototype  sailed  away  to  Peru — and 
ewani  ont  lialf  a  niilo  into  the  bay.  It  was  for  refresh- 
ment in  his  troubles,  as  some  say,  bat,  as  the  general 
opinion  is,  with  the  purpose  of  suicide.  At  any  rate  he 
was  never  seen  alive  again. 

The  lioiiso  that  was  liis  is  notclicd  into  the  hill-side,  iu 
a  rolling  country,  much  pleasanter  than  the  plain  at  Mod- 
lo  Park.  A  pretty  gorge  behind  it  is  dammed  to  furnish 
a  water-supply.  There  are  gas-works,  a  bowling-alley,  and 
an  elaborate  Turkish  bath  atnung  tliu  uut-buildings,  and 
a  grange-like  barn  of  solid  stone,  ivy-grown,  which  cost 
!jS(i,O0''*.  The  immense  house  is  wood,  white,  in  the  usual 
fatiliiou,  iind,  with  its  numerous  stories  and  windows,  is 
not  nnlikc  a  largo  country  hotel,  A  peculiar  arrango- 
tnent  and  great  spaciousness  give  it  a  palatial  air  within. 
The  principiil  rooms  open  into  one  anotlicr  by  glass  par- 
titions, whicii  can  be  rolled  away,  so  that  in  large  gath- 
erings there  need  be  no  crowding  through  doorwayg. 
There  is  an  arcade  above,  around  a  grand  staircase,  with 
tnbunos  projecting,  in  which  young  women  iu  colors,  at 
an  evening  party,  for  instance,  would  look  particularly 
houri-like.  What  in  another  house  would  be  the  ordi- 
nary veranda  is  here  a  dcliglitfiil  promenade,  glazed  in, 
and  provided  with  easy  furniture  and  a  parquetry  floor, 
liohind  a  row  of  such  main  aparttnents  as  drawing-room 
and  library  comes  a  parallel  row»  of  which  one  is  a  great 
ball-room,  entirely  faced  with  mirrors.  Pianos,  mantels, 
and  stair-posts  are  of  California  laurel — a  new  industry 
encouraged  h}'  the  owner  among  many  others. 

Wo  drove  from  Belmont  back  through  a  succession  of 
cup-like  dells  in  the  lower  mountains,  a  number  of  them 
dammed  to  form  pretty  lakes,  the  sources  of  supply  for 
the  Spring  Valley  AVater  Company  —  a  corporation  of 
great  prominence  at  San  Francisco.     The  sIojhjs  at  finit 
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were  Uwnjr  with  gmin  stubble ;  then  scattered  with  the 
thidc  both  kDovn  as  chapAirail ;  then  bare.  We  pasEod 
an  oocaAOtkal  louely  farm  known  as  a^'Mnilk  rancV 
or  "diicken  raneli/'  There  are  no  farms  in  Caltforaia: 
00  matter  how  email  the  tract  i&,  it  is  always  a  ranch. 

In  the  strong,  wann  sunshine  chance  objects  on  tlie 
bare  slopes  cast  intense,  purplish  shadows.  Tliat  of  a 
distant  tree  is  as  dark  as  if  a  pit  had  been  dug  under  it. 
That  of  a  bird,  filing  low,  is  followed  as  distinctly  as  the 
bird  itself.  Yon  are  reconciled  at  last  to  the  brown 
tone.  It  is  like  Algeria.  White  stands  out  in  brilliant 
relief  against  it.  One  would  rather  like  it  to  be  a  dif- 
ferent white^  however,  than  that  of  the  little  wooden 
houses.  The  falconers  of  Fronientin  might  career  or 
the  rival  Arab  chiefs  of  Pasini  hold  conferences  among 
such  bills. 
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I. 

It  was  the  pleasant  vintage  season  at  San  Joe^.  Santa 
Ctara  County,  of  which  San  Jos^  is  tJie  capital,  boasts 
of  a  number  of  acres  of  grape-vines  under  cultivation 
(over  eleven  thousand)  second  only  to  Sonoma  County. 
Napa,  however,  to  the  north,  and  Lea  Angeles,  to  the 
soiith,  greatly  surpass  it  in  gallons  of  wine  and  brandy 
produced. 

I  visited,  among  others,  the  Le  Franc  vineyard,  which 
dates  from  1851,  and  is  the  pioneer  in  making  wine-grow- 
ing a  regular  indnstry.  Here  are  about  a  hundred  and 
seventy-iive  thousand  vines,  set  out  a  thousand,  [lerhapa, 
to  the  acre.  The  large,  cheerful  farm  buildings  are  upon 
a  gentle  rise  of  ground  above  the  area  of  vines,  winch  is 
nearly  level.  An  Alsacian  foreman  showed  ns  through 
the  wine-cellars.  A  servant-maid  bustling  about  the 
yard  was  a  thorough  French  peasant,  only  lacking  the 
wooden  shoes.  Tlie  long  tables,  set  for  the  forty  hands 
employed  in  the  vintage-time,  were  spread  with  viands 
in  the  French  fashion.  Scarcely  a  word  of  English  was 
spoken. 

At  other  places  the  surroundings  are  as  exclusively 
Italian  or  Portuguese.  One  feels  very  much  abroad  in 
such  scenes  on  Americjin  suil.  The  foreigners  from 
Southern  Europe  take  naturally  to  wine-making  and  go 
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into  it,  from  the  few  hundred  galloiia  of  red  wine  nindc 
by  tlie  Portuguese  and  Italian  hiborers  for  their  owu 
fnmilies,  to  the  manufucture  of  im  American  cimnipagne 
on  a  lart,^  scale  by  the  Hungarian,  Arpad  Ilaraszthy,  at 
San  Francisco.  The  Americans,  who  have  not  acfjQired 
the  habit  of  looking  npon  wine  as  a  necessity  in  the 
family,  arc  not  yet,  as  a  rule,  very  active  in  its  prodnc- 
tion. 

A  certain  romantic  interest  attaches  to  this  ancient  in- 
dustry. The  great  tuns  in  the  wine-cellars  and  all  the 
processes  were  very  clean.  It  was  reassuring  to  see  the 
pure  juice  of  the  grape  poured  out  in  siicli  Hoods,  and  to 
feel  that  here  wae  no  need — founded  on  scarcity,  at  least 
— for  adulteration. 

Teeming  loads  of  the  purple  fruit  were  driven  ap,  and 
across  a  weighing  scale.  The  contents  are  lifted  to  an 
upper  story,  put  into  a  lioppcr,  where  the  stems  come 
off,  and  the  grapes  fall  through  to  a  cruslier.  They  are 
lightly  crushed  at  first.  It  is  something  of  a  discovery 
that  the  earliest  product  of  grapea  of  every  hue  is  white 
wine.  Tiie  red  wine  gets  its  line  from  the  coloring  mat- 
ter in  the  skins,  wliieh  are  utilized  in  a  subsequent  ruder 
squeezing.  I 

I  shall  not  enter  upon  all  the  various  processes — the 
racking  off,  clarifying,  and  the  like — thougii,  so  much  in 
the  company  of  those  who  spoke  with  authority  and  were 
continually  holding  up  little  glasses  to  the  light  with 
a  gusto,  like  figures  in  popular  chromos,  I  consider 
myself  to  yield  in  knowledge  of  such  abstruso  matters 
to  none.  Immense  upright  casks,  containing  a  warm, 
audibly  fermenting  mass,  and  others  lying  dowu»  neatly 
varnished,  with  concave  ends,  are  the  most  salient  feat- 
ures in  the  dimly  lighted  wine-cellars. 

They  are  not  cellars,  properly  so  called,  either,  since 
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tbej  are  vbollj  above-gronnd.  Tiie  cuJcs  rest 
wooden  silk  iiploeld  hj  short  brick  pu^u.  lu  tlie  cellars 
of  General  Xaglee,  a  snceeesfal  maker  of  brandy  on  a 
lar^ge  scale,  the  cobwebs  have  beefi  allowed  to  inci 
and  hang  like  tattered  banners.  Throngh  these  the  li^l 
penetrates  diixilj  frxHn  above,  or  with  a  white  glare  froi 
a  bttieed  window,  upon  which  the  patterns  of  rin^ 
leaves  without  are  defined.  The  buit<jitigs  are  browi 
gr&j,  and  vine-elad,  with  quaint,  Dutch-pavilion-looking 
roofe,  and  dove-ootes  attached.  A  lofty  water-tank,  with 
a  wind-mil] — a  feature  of  every  Califoniia  raral  hi 
dtead — here  is  more  tower-like  tlian  usual. 

Round  about  extend  long  avenues  of  eucalvptns,  pii 
tamarind,  with  its  blAck,  dry  poils;  the  j^>epper-trce,  witi 
its  ecarJet  berries;  lar^  cltun^is  of  the  nojxtl  cactus,  and 
an  occasional  maguey,  or  century-plant     All  is  glowing 
now  with  the  tints  of  autumn.     Poplar  and  cottonw* 
are  yellow.     The  peach  and  almond,  the  Lawton  blacl 
Ijcrry,  and   the  vineyards  themselves,  toudied   by  fi 
supply   the   scarlet    and    crimson.     The    country   seeme 
bathed  in  a  fixed  sunshine,  or  in  hues  of  its  own  winea. 

The  vines,  themfielves  short  and  stont,  and  needing  nj 
eapport,  yield  each  an  incredible  number  of  purple  cli 
tors,  all  growing  from  the  top.     They  quaintly  suj 
the  uncouth  little  men  of  Ilendrik  Hud&>n  who  8t 
up  the  mountain,  in  "  Rip  Van  Winkle,"  with  kegs   of 
spirits  on  their  shoulders. 

No  especial  attention  is  given  to  the  frosts  now,  but 
tliosc  of  the  early  spring  are  the  object  of  many  precau- 
tions. The  most  eflFectnal  is  to  kindle  smudge-fires 
the  vineyard  toward  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  tl 
smuke  of  which  envelops  it  and  keeps  it  in  a  warmi 
atmosphere  of  its  own  till  the  sun  be  well  ri^n. 

Three  to  foor  tons  of  grapes  to  the  aero  are  coiiDt< 
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upon  ;  while  farther  south,  where  irrigation  is  used,  they 
expect  from  eight  to  twelve.  But  it  is  claimed,  in  the 
standing  coutroversj  on  tlie  subject,  tliat  the  irrigated 
grapes  are  waterj,  while  those  of  lesser  yield  excel  tlioin 
in  quality.  The  best  resnlts,  we  were  told,  are  got  from 
such  vines  as  tlie  Mataro,  Carignane,  and  Grenache,  im-; 
ported  cuttings  from  the  PVench  slope  of  the  Pyrenees. 
There  were  at  Le  Frances  not  less  than  sixty  varieties, 
under  probation,  many  of  which  will,  no  doubt,  give  an 
excellent  account  of  themselves.  They  are  assembled 
from  Greece,  Italy,  Palestine,  and  tlie  Canary  Islands,  so 
that  we  have  all  the  chances  of  the  development  of 
soniothiug  suited  to  our  peculiar  conditions. 


II. 

I  left  San  Jo8<$  to  drive  along  the  dry,  elmllow  bed  oi 
the  Guadalupe  River  to  tlie  Guadalupe  Quicksilver  Mine, 
a  more  remote  and  leas  visited  companion  of  well-known 
New  Alrnadcn.  The  mine  is  in  a  lovely  little  vale,  with 
a  settlement  of  Mexican  and  Chinese  boarding-houses 
clustered  around  it.  Some  bold  ledges  of  rock  jut  out 
above,  and  a  snperintendenfs  house  surrounded  by  flowersi 
hangs  upon  the  hill-side,  A  weird-looking  flume  conveys 
the  sulphurous  acid  from  the  calcining  furnaces  to  a  hill- 
top, upon  which  every  trace  of  vegetation  has  been  blasted 
by  its  poisonous  exhalations. 

Then  I  made  a  little  tour  by  rail  southward  through 
the  immense  "Murphy"  and  "Miller  and  Lax"  rancheSi 
comprising  a  grain  country  as  flat  as  a  floor. 

We  turned  west  through  the  fertile  little  Pajaro  Val-j 
ley,  the  emporium  of  which  for  produce,  and  line  red-, 
wood  lumber,  cnt  in  great  quantities  on  the  adjoininj 
Santa  Crnz  Mountains,  is  the  thriving  town  of  Watsoi 
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ville.  We  ran  along  a  rugged  coast,  past  wooded  gorges 
and  white  sea-side  cottages,  at  Aptos  and  Soqnel,  to  the 
uiuch-frequented  resort  of  Santa  Cruz.  Santa  Cruz  has 
bold  variations  of  level,  the  usual  commonplace  buildings, 
a  noble  drive  along  cliffs  eaten  into  a  hundred  fantastic 
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shapes  by  the  waves,  and  shops  for  the  sale  of  shells,  and 
its  summer  boarders,  who  become,  with  cliange  of  seasons, 
winter  boarders  in  turn.  Thence  finally  to  the  long-an- 
ticipated  Miinterey. 

Here  at  last  was  sometliing  to  commend  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  picturesque  without  i-eservation.  Mont- 
erey has  a  population  which  still,  in  considerable  part, 
speaks  Spanish  only.  It  retains  the  impress  of  the  Span- 
ish domination,  and  little  else.  When  you  are  told  in 
your  own  country  that  somebody  does  not  speak  English, 
you  naturally  infer  that  it  is  brokenly,  or  only  a  little. 
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But  at  Monterey  it  means  absolutely  not  a  word*  There 
are  Spanitsli  signs  on  the  shops,  atid  even  Spanish  adver- 
tisements, as,  for  instance,  the  Winder  ct*  WiUi/n  Maqui' 
tiUM  d  t'oser,  on  tlie  fences. 

My  Mexican  experience  was  a  liberal  education  for 
Monterey,  and  I  made  the  most  of  it.  I  was  taken  to 
call  upon  an  ancient  sefit^r'iUi^  in  whose  history  there  was 
some  romance. 

"Zrt«  rosm  son  muy  secas^^ — ("  Tlie  roses  are  very  dry  ") 
she  said,  apologetically,  as  we  entered  her  little  garden, 
laid  out  in  regular  parallelograms,  behind  an  adobe  wall 
topped  with  red  tiles.  Large  yellow  and  red  roses  were 
blowing  to  pieces  in  the  wind  before  her  long,  low  adobe 
house. 

She  was  one  of  thoso  who  spoke  no  English.  It  Beems 
as  if  there  were  some  wilful  perversity  in  it,  after  having 
been  since  1846  a  part  of  the  most  bustling  State  of  the 
most  active  country  in  the  world.  It  seems  as  if  it  mtist 
be  some  lingering  hatred  of  the  American.  Rut  the 
aefliirUa  is  far  too  gentle  for  that.  There  is,  perhaps,  no 
reason  beyond  a  general  mental  inertness  by  virtue  of 
which  the  Mexican  survivors  have  suffered  all  their  other 
intercsta  as  well  as  this  to  go  by  the  board. 

The  aehonUi  is  a  little,  thin  old  huly  of  fifty.  Iler  ro- 
manco  was  with  an  American  officer,  it  is  said,  thirty 
yeai-8  ago,  and  she  has  never  since  married,  but  has  witli- 
eied,  like  her  roBce,  at  Monterey. 

As  seen  from  a  distance,  scattered  loosely  and  white 
on  the  forest-crested  slope  of  the  fine  bay,  the  little  city, 
which  has  now  perhaps  two  thousand  inhabitants,  does  not 
show  its  unhkeness  to  other  places.  But  when  entered 
it  consists  almost  excUisively  of  whitewashed  adobe  houses, 
and  the  stniggling,  mud-colored  walls  of  enclosures,  for 
animals,  known  as  '' corrals.'*     Many  of  them  are  vawint. 


^ovcnunent  bonsc,  or  military  prison  of  histoi'ic  fame, 
witli  its  wliitewash  g<jiie,  lioles  in  its  walle,  and  bits  of 
broken  grating  and  balcori}'  hanging  aimlessly  on,  wait- 
ing only  the  first  opportunity  to  let  go. 

Tiic  travcUere  of  my  yonth  liad  a  fashion  of  talking 
glibly  of  adobe,  without  explaining  wliat  adobe  was.  Let 
me  not  be  gnilty  of  the  eaine  error.  Adobe  is  bricks 
made  of  about  twice  the  usual  size,  and  dried  in  the  sun 
instead  of  being  baked.     Walls  are  made  of  groat  thick- 
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ne88,in  order  that,  though  outside  and  inside  crumble  off, 
there  may  be  a  good  deal  left.  Like  a  number  of  other 
things^  it  stands  very  welt  while  not  assailed;  and  in  this 
climate  it  is  rarely  assailed  by  violent  extremes  of  tem- 
perature. 

The  typical  adobe  house  of  the  best  class  is  stuccoed 
and  wliitewashed.  It  is  large  on  tlie  ground,  two  stones 
in  height,  and  has  verandas.  Again,  it  is  of  but  one  story, 
with  an  interior  court-yai-d.  It  has  green  doors  and  shut- 
ters, and  green,  turned  postB^  in  what  wo  now  call  the 
"Queen  Anne  style,''  and  it  is  comfortable  and  home- 
like to  look  at. 

One  of  them  contains  the  first  piano  ever  introduced 
into  California,  and  tltc  owners  arc  people  who  made  liaste 
to  sell  out  their  all  at  San  Francisco  and  invest  it  liere,  in  or- 
der to  reap  the  greater  prosperity  which  was  thought  to  be 
waiting  upon  Monterey.  Two  old  iron  guns  stand  planted 
as  posts  at  the  corners  of  the  dwelling.  In  front  of  others 
are  some  walks  neatly  made  of  the  verterbrae  of  whales, 
taken  by  the  Monterey  Whaling  Company.  The  com- 
pany is  a  l)and  of  hardy,  weather-beaten  men,  chiotly  Por- 
tuguese, of  the  Azores,  who  have  a  lookout  station  on  the 
Iiill  by  the  ruined  fort,  and  a  barracks  lower  down.  They 
pursue  their  avocation  from  the  shore  in  boats,  with 
plenty  of  adventure  and  no  suiall  profit. 

Monterey,  which  is  now  not  even  a  county  seat,  waa 
the  Spanish  capital  of  the  province  from  the  time  it  was 
tlioiight  necessary  to  have  a  capital.  The  missionary  fa- 
ther, Junipero  Serra,  came  hero  from  Mexico  in  the  year 
1770.  It  was  next  a  Mexican  capital  under  eleven  suc- 
cessive governoi*8.  Then  it  became  the  Anmrican  capital, 
the  first  port  of  entry,  the  scene  of  the  first  Constitntional 
Convention  of  the  State,  and  an  outfitting  point  for  the 
southern    mines.     Money  in   those    early   days    was   so 
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pleiJty,  I  linve  heard  tell,  that  store  -  kecpcra  hardly 
stopped  to  count  it,  but  threw  it  under  the  counter  in 
budhelfiils. 

A  secret  belief  in  the  ultimate  revival  of  Monterey 
seoma  always  to  survive  in  certain  quarters,  like  that  in 
tiie  reappearance  of  Burbarossji  from  the  Kylfhiitiser 
Berg,  or  the  restoration  of  the  Jews.  Breakwaters  liave 
been  ambltiou&ly  talked  of,  and  it  is  eaid  that  the  bay 
could  be  made  a  harbor  and  shipping-point  and  the  rival 
of  y.in  Francisco. 

The  only  step  toward  such  revival  as  yet  is  a  tine  hotel, 
built  by  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad,  which  may  make 
it,  instead  of  Santa  Cruz,  across  the  Bay,  the  leading  sea- 
side resort.  Though  not  so  grandiose  a  direction  as  some 
others,  this  is  really  the  one  in  which  the  peculiar  condi- 
tions of  the  old  capital  are  most  likely  to  tell.  Tlie  sum- 
mer boarder  can  get  a  tangible  pleasure  out  of  its  historic 
remains  and  traditions  of  greatness,  tiiough  tliey  be  good 
for  nothing  else.  The  Hotel  del  Monte  is  a  beautiful 
edifice,  not  snrpafiacd  by  tiiat  of  any  American  watering- 
place,  and  uiiLMjualk'd  in  tlic  charming  groves  of  live-oak 
and  pine  and  profusion  of  cultivated  flowers  by  which  it 
is  surrounded,  and  tlie  air  of  comfort  combined  with  it6 
elegant  arrangements. 

This  is  the  way  with  onr  friends  of  the  Pacific  coast. 
If  they  do  not  always  stop  to  follow  Eastern  ideas  and 
patterns,  wlien  they  really  attempt  something  in  the  same 
line,  they  are  as  likely  as  not  to  do  it  a  great  deal  better. 

The  climate  at  Monterey,  according  to  statistical  tables, 
is  remarkably  even.  Tlie  mean  temperature  is  52*^  in 
January  and  58°  in  July.  This  strikes  one  as  rather  cool 
for  bathing,  but  the  modo  is  to  bathe  in  the  tanks  of  a 
large  bath-house,  to  which  sea-water  is  introduced,  arti- 
ficially warmed,  instead  of  in  the  sea  itself. 


In  otlier  respects  tlie  place  seetne  nnarl}'  as  desirable  at 
one  time  of  tlie  year  as  another.  The  (juaint  town  is 
always  there;  and  the  wiUt  rocks,  witli  their  gossiping 
gtills  and  pelicans;  arul  the  drives  tlirougli  the  extensive 
forests.  Tlicre  are  varieties  of  pine  and  cypress — tfae 
latter  like  the  Italian  stone-pine — peculiar  to  Monterey. 
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The  marc  venerable  trees,  lioary  with  asre  and  lianging 
aiosd)  are  contorted  into  all  the  fanta&tic  shapes  of  Dora's 
"Inferno."  They  grow  by  preference  on  the  most  savage 
points  of  rock,  and  the  wild  breakers  toss  handfuls  of 
fipray  up  to  thcni  high  in  the  air,  in  umity  and  greeting. 

Along  the  bea<:^h  un  this  far-away  point  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean  we  find  a  Chinese  ii&hirjg  settlement.  Veritable 
Celestials,  without  a  word  of  English  among  tliein,  have 
pasted  the  usual  crimson  papers  of  hieroglyphics  on  shan- 
ty residences.  They  burn  tapers  before  tlioir  gods  on  the 
quay,  and  lisli  for  a  living  in  just  such  junks  and  small 
boats  as  may  be  seen  at  liongKong  and  Canton.  They 
prepare  avallonia  meat  and  avallonia  shells  for  their  home 
market.  One  had  rather  thonglit  of  the  Cliinese  element 
as  confined  to  San  Francisco  alone,  but  it  is  a  feature  of 
quaint  interest  throughout  all  of  Southern  California. 

At  Monterey  is  found  an  old  mission  of  the  delight- 
fully ruiiians  sort.  It  is  iu  the  little  Cacniel  Valley, 
which  is  bare  and  brown  again,  after  the  green  woods 
are  passed,  four  miles  from  the  town.  The  mission  fa^ 
there  once  had  here  ninety  thousand  cattle,  and  other 
things  to  correspond.  There  are  now  only  some  vestiges, 
resembling  earth -works,  of  their  extensive  adobe  walla, 
and,  on  a  rise  overlooking  the  sea,  the  yellowish,  low, 
rococo  church  of  San  Curios. 

The  Mexicaii  traditions  in  design  and  proportion  ac- 
companied them  here,  but  the  worktnanship  as  they  went 
farther  from  home  became  curiously  rude,  and  speaks  of 
the  disadvantages  under  which  it  was  done.  A  dome  of 
concrete  on  the  bell-tower  is  unequally  bulged ;  a  star  w^in- 
dow  in  the  front  has  very  irregular  points.  The  interior 
does  not  yield,  as  a  picture  of  sentimental  ruin,  to  Muck- 
ross  Abbey  or  any  broken  temple  of  the  Roman  Cam- 
pagna.     The  roof,  open  now  to  the  sky,  witli  grasses  and 
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A   WONHROUS  VALLEY,  AKD  A  DESERT  ITIAT  BLOSSOMS 
LIKE  THE  ROSE. 


The  Yosemite,  currently  spoken  of  as  the  **  Valley,"  is 
conjprised  in  the  belt  fornicd  by  drawing  lines  across  the 
State  from  San  Francisco  ami  Monterey  respectively.  It 
is  a  wild,  strange  nook  among  the  Sierras,  one  of  the 
few  places  not  only  not  disappointing,  but  worthy  of  far 
more  praise  than  hns  ever  been  bestowed  upon  it.  It  is 
like  one  of  tliose  mysterious  regions  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  fairy-land  of  the  story-books — a  standing  resource  of 
adventure  tu  all  the  characters  who  enter  it,  and  it  is 
proper  enougli  that  our  earthly  Paradise  of  Southern 
California  should  have  such  a  region  of  enchantment 
also  adjoining  it. 

I  reached  it  by  stage-ride  of  sixty  niiles,  from  the  South- 
ern Pacific  li4iilroad,  at  Madera,  to  Clark's  Station,  and 
thence  by  stage  and  horseback  of  twenty-five  miles  to  the 
Valley.  The  autumn  days  were  lovely  there.  Tlie  foli- 
age, turned  by  a  local  climate  quite  as  severe  as  that  of 
New  England,  glowed  with  a  vivid  richness.  The  Mer- 
ced Iliver,  a  gerUle  stream,  pursuing  a  devious  way  in 
the  bottom,  which  is  as  level  as  a  floor,  reflected  the 
color  from  many  a  mirror-like  pool  and  sudden  bend. 
Walls  of  rock  rise  on  eitlier  hand  to  an  elevation  of 
three-quarters  of   a  mile,  varying  from  one-half  to  one- 
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eighth  of  a  mile  In  width.  It  ie  rather  a  chasm  than  a 
valley.  At  night  the  radiance  of  a  full  yellow  moon  in- 
vested all  its  wonders  with  iin  ndded  enchaiituicnt.  The 
cliffs  are  exactly  what  we  think  cliffs  ought  to  be,  but 
what  they  eeldoni  are.  They  are  of  the  hai'dcst  granite, 
pleasantly  gray  in  color,  and  terminate  in  castle  and  dome 
like  forms.  The  precipices  arc  sheer  and  unbroken  to  the 
base,  with  almost  none  of  those  slopes  of  debris  that  de- 
tract from  precipices  in  general.  It  is  a  little  valley  suit- 
able, without  a  hairs-breadth  alteration,  to  the  purposes 
of  any  giant,  enchanter,  or  yellow  dwarf  of  tliem  all.  It 
is  such  scenery  as  Dor6  lias  imagined  for  the  "Idyls  of 
the  King.''  Orje  half  feels  hiuisulf  a  Sir  Lancelot  or  Sir 
(lawain,  riding  alung  this  lovely  and  inajestie  ntountaiii 
trail;  and  as  if  he  sliotdd  wear  chain-armor,  a  winged  hel- 
met, and  a  sword  upon  which  he  had  sworn  to  do  deeds 
of  redoubtable  valor. 

It  was  the  coast  valleys  and  some  coast  towns  that  we 
took  on  our  first  journey.  This  time  we  have  come  down 
the  main  lino  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  through 
tlie  central  plain  of  the  State.  The  railway  is  traced 
along  the  great  central  valley  known  as  the  San  Joa- 
quin, on  a  line  nearly  midway  between  the  Sierra  Neva- 
diis  and  the  Coast  Ilange. 

The  road  is  still  comparatively  new,  and  the  settlements 
have  attained  no  great  dimensions.  It  did  not  as  a  rule 
touch  at  the  older  towns  existing,  but  pursued  a  direct 
course  through  a  country  where  all  had  to  be  opened  up. 
As  some  of  the  places  passed  by  were  of  considerable 
size  no  little  dissatisfaction  ensued,  and  the  mutteriugs 
are  still  heard.  Frequent  mention  of  this  grievance 
is  heard  by  the  traveller  through  Southern  California. 
Some  of  t!jo  neglected  places  even  maintain  that  they 
would  have  been  better  without  any  railroad  at  all.     Ref- 
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erences  are  tlirowii  out  to  fonnoi*  glories  <»f  ii  diizzliiig 
Kort  which  it  is  souictiinL's  difKuult  to  credit,  tliougli  a 
vjiilrofid  natnndly  effects  great  innovations  iu  trade.  To 
tlie  ordinary  observer  it  would  ai)}>ear  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  splendidly  c(]ni|)ped  railway,  even  if  it  distribnlc 
its  blessings  a  little  uiieqnnlly  at  first,  and  its  tariff  be 
high,  must  he  a  great  and  pcruumeut  advantage  to  every- 
thing remote  as  well  as  near.  For  the  iirst  time  an  ade- 
quate means  has  been  afEorded  for  the  transport  of  im- 
migrants and  snpplies  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
State. 

The  Southern  Pacilic  Rjiilway  has  completed  connec- 
tions which  give  it  a  transcontinental  route  from  San 
Francisco,  across  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas,  to 
New  Orleans.  Innnigrants  are  to  be  brought  in  by 
steamer  from  Liverpool  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  by 
rail  at  a  rate  not  to  exceed  that  to  the  central  West.  The 
fares  to  California  heretofore  have  been  almost  prohibi- 
tive, which  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  so  rich  a  country 
contains  as  yet  less  than  a  million  of  people.  Tiie  languid 
movement  hither  of  the  valuablu  class  of  immigration 
which  pours  into  the  West,  though  ascribed  by  some 
alarmists  to  the  presence  of  the  Chinese,  is  dne  to  the 
cost  of  travel  atid  the  lack  of  cheap  lands  for  settle- 
ment. The  Chinese  are  certainly  not  rivals  in  the  mat- 
ter of  land,  since  they  acquire  little  or  none  of  it. 

The  new  opportunities  opened  to  transportation,  the 
depression  of  the  mining  interest,  and  ra|nd  increafcc  of 
the  Chinese,  have  awakened  of  late  an  exceptional  inter- 
est in  white  immigration.  A  contmittee  of  some  of  the 
most  prominent  persons  in  the  State  has  opened  an  in- 
quiry into  the  most  effectual  means  of  promoting  it.  It 
will  no  doubt  set  forth  more  clearly  than  has  ever  been 
done  before  an  account  of  such  territory  as  is  open  to  set- 
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tiers,  whether  offciud  by  the  goveruincnt,  the  railroads, 
or  the  great  lunches,  its  ailvHiituges  and  tlie  methods  of 
reaching  it. 

It  seems  a  little  sinfrnlar  at  first  that  lack  of  snitable 
lands  can  be  adduced  as  a  reas<^>ii  for  lack  of  po])iilation  in 
so  vast  a  region,  with  the  climate  and  other  natural  advan- 
tages of  which  so  much  has  been  said.  It  can  onlj;  be  un- 
derstood by  taking  into  account  the  unusual  atmospheric 
dryness,  and  the  important  part  played  by  water,  wliich 
lias  to  be  brought  upon  the  soil  by  costly  contrivances. 
The  locations  where  there  is  sufficient  natural  moistnre 
fur  the  maturing  of  crops  are  of  small  extent.  They  were 
among  the  first  taken  up.  In  much  of  the  central  and 
southern  portions  of  the  State  the  annual  rain-fall  is 
almost  infinitesimal  in  quantity.  At  Bakei'sville,  the 
capital  of  Kern  County — whitlier  our  journey  presently 
leads  us — it  is  no  more  than  from  two  to  four  inches. 
Light  crops  of  grain  and  pasturage  for  stock  may  occa- 
sionally be  got  even  under  these  conditions,  but  the  only 
certain  reliance  is  irrigation. 

The  spritigs  and  small  streams  were  early  appreciated 
at  their  value,  and  seized  upon  by  persons  who  controlled 
with  them  great  tracts  of  surrounding  country,  valueless 
except  as  watered  from  these  sources.  These  tributary 
tracts  are  used  chiefly  as  cattle  and  sheep  ranges.  A  per- 
son owning  five  thousand  acres  will  often  have  for  his 
stock  the  free  run  of  twenty  thousand  more.  Cultivation 
is  confined  to  the  springs  and  water-con i-scs,  and  becomes 
a  BQcccasioii  of  charuiiiig  oases  in  a  desert  the  superficial 
sterility  of  which  is  phenomenal. 

The  tenure  of  land  by  thousands  of  acres  under  a  sin- 
gle ownership  is  a  tradition  from  the  Spanish  and  Mexi- 
can times.  It  has  been  much  decried,  as  a  great  evil,  and 
it  is  said  that  tlie  State  would  be  much  more  prosperous 
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ia  a  Hrici  of  Mtn  ^rvH.  Tloi  k  proUbly  trw^  iftd  tlie 
mjmtm  m  it  cxiiCs  toMj  be  Mcribed  In  put  to  tiw  greed 
</f  iodindaali,  bet  it  ariae«  |«indpellj  o«t  o€  tbe  aetim] 
Uattrntm  of  Ifce  eoutry.  The  veakh  of  the  iujge  boldetv 
alone  CBefate  tbem  to  Bndertake  wotks  of  improreBwnt^ 
«mIi  as  eaittl-fittkio^,  dnina^  and  Ui!**  planting,  on  an 
etIeL  Periiaps  tbe  State  «iU  Itare  to  lend  its 
aod  eitabliifi  m  pabBe  sjEtcm  of  irrigatioa  and 
drainage,  befofB  the  land  can  be  follj  prepared  for  the 
MBaD  settler. 

Water!  water!  water!  How  to  dake  tbe  thint  of  this 
psrefaed,  brown  ooontiy,  and  turn  it  uver  to  honest  toil 
and  thrift,  is  tbe  great  problem  as  we  go  eoatbward,  and 
the  prooesHS  of  trrigatioo  are  the  most  distiDctive  marks 
Dpon  the  landscape  wherever  it  is  ixoprored. 


n. 

It  is  in  earlj  November  tliat  we  begin  to  traverse  the 

long  San  Joaqnin  Vallej  from  I^throp  Jnnction,  jnst  be- 
low SiockUm,  eoDthward.  The  side  tracks  of  tlie  railroad 
are  crowded  with  platfonn-cars  laden  with  wheat  for  tho 
sea-board.  The  "elevator*'  sj^tem  is  not  yet  in  use,  a 
tlie  grain  h  contained  in  sacks  for  convenient  liandling. 
Hereabouts  are  gome  of  tlie  most  famons  wheat  ran 
es.  A  man  will  plough  but  a  single  furrow  a  day  on  his 
farm,  but  this  may  be  twenty  miles  long.  There  is  snffi 
cient  rain-fall  for  the  cereals,  bat  not  for  the  more  exa 
ing  crops.  The  land  gives  bat  few  bushels  to  the 
under  the  easy  system  of  farming,  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  tliere  are  a  great  many  acres.  The  stubble  of 
the  grain-fields  is  whitened  with  wild-fowl.  At  a  way- 
stAtion  a  small  rustic  in  an  immense  pair  of  boots  goes 
over  to  a  pool  and  blazes  away  with  a  shot-gun.     Prefr- 
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entlj  he  returns,  d]*aggtng  by  the  necks  an  immense  pair 
of  wild-geese,  almost  heyond  his  strength  to  pnl!.  The 
tawny  color  of  the  fields,  and  the  great  formal  stiicks  of 
straw  piled  up  in  them,  recall  some  aapecta  of  tlie  central 
table-hmd  of  Mexico.  Many  or  spacious  buildings  are 
not  neceasary  in  the  mild,  dry  climate  of  California. 
The  pro(;|>crons  ninchcs  have,  in  consequence,  a  some- 
what thin,  unfuruished  appearance  compared  ^vitli  Kast- 
em  farms. 

The  most  prominent  object  at  each  station  is  a  long, 
low  warehouse  of  tlie  company,  for  the  accommodation  of 
grain.  Like  the  station  buildings  generally  it  is  painted 
Indian  red,  in  "  metallic  "  paint.  The  station  of  Merced 
is  one  of  the  two  principal  points  of  departure  for  the 
Yosemitc  Vallev,  Madera  tlie  other.  At  Merced  an  ira- 
mensc  wooden  hotel,  for  travellers  bound  to  the  Valley, 
overshadows  the  rest  of  the  town.  It  risofl  l>eside  the 
track,  and  the  town  is  scattered  back  on  the  plain. 

At  Madera  appears  the  end  of  a  V-shapod  wooden 
aqueduct,  or  tlnme,  for  rafting  down  lumber  from  the 
moantaiue  fifty  miles  away  to  a  pluning-niill.  Some  of  the 
hands  also  occasionally  come  down  the  flume  in  temporary 
boats.  As  the  &]>eed  is  prodigious  these  voyages  abound 
in  excitement  and  peril.  The  structure,  supported  on 
trestles,  according  to  the  formation  of  the  ground,  stretch- 
66  away  in  interminable  perspective  to  the  mountains, 
which  are  rose-pink  and  purple  at  snnset.  Tiie  scene  is 
suggestive  of  the  Eoman  Campagna,  with  this  slight,  es- 
sentially American  work  as  a  parody  of  the  broken  aque- 
ducts and  temples  of  the  classic  ancients.  The  lumber 
flume,  however,  is  a  bold  and  costly  enterprise,  though 
we  be  prone  to  smile  at  it. 

By  degrees  we  draw  away  from  the  wheat  ranches, 
more  and  more  on  the  uncaltivated  plain.     The  town 
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of  FresDO,  two  hundred  miles  below  San  Francisco,  and 
aboat  midway  between  two  important  streams,  the  San 
Joaquin  and  Kings  Rivers,  is  in  the  midst  of  a  particn- 
larly  desolate  tract,  known,  np  to  a  very  recent  period,  as 
the  San  Joaquin  Desert.  One  should  alight  here.  There 
is  no  better  place  for  examining  the  marvellous  capabili- 
ties of  a  soil  which  appears  at  first  sight  inhospitable  to 
tlie  last  degree.  Fresno  is  in  the  hands  of  enterprising 
persons,  who  push  and  advertise  it  very  actively.  We 
heard  at  San  Francisco  of  the  Fresno  Colony,  the  Central 
Colony,  American  Colony,  Scandinavian  Colony,  Tem- 
perance Colony,  Washington  Colony,  and  others  of  simi- 
lar names  clustered  around  Frosuc*.  It  is  advertised  as 
one  of  tijose  genial  places,  ulluring  to  tlie  imagination  of 
most  of  us,  where  one  can  sit  down  under  his  own  vine 
and  fig-tree,  secure  from  tlie  vicissitudes  of  clitiuito,  and 
find  a  profitable  occupation  open  to  him  in  the  cul 
tion  of  the  soil,  and  all  at  a  nioderate  cost. 

The  aspect  of  things  on  aligliting  is  very  different  from 
what  had  been  expected,  but  all  the  substantial  advantages 
claimed  seemed  realized,  and  the  process  of  foundin 
home  may  be  witnessed  in  all  its  stages. 

The  town  has  a  population  of  two  thousand,  mostT! 
which  it  has  gaiued  in  the  past  five  years.  It  is  set  do 
on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  highway,  with  a  thiu 
tering  of  foliage  slightly  veiling  the  formality  of  its  HnoB- 
It  consists  of  a  few  streets  of  two-story  wooden  and  brick 
bnildings.  The  streets  cross  one  another  at  right  angles,  I 
and  have  planked  sidewalks.  A  slight  eminence  al>ove 
the  general  level  is  the  site  of  the  County  Court-house, 
which  somewhat  resembles  an  Italian  villa  in  design,  and 
has  Italian  cypresses  in  front.  The  court-houses  of  h^fl 
dozen  counties  down  the  line,  from  Modesto,  the  capital 
of  Stanislaus,  to  Bakersfield,  capital  of  Kern,  are  ideu 


in  pattern,  so  that  it  is  both  tjpical  of  its  kind  and  evi- 
dence of  an  eeononiical  spirit. 

A  sharp  distinutneiis  of  outline  is  characteristic  of  these 
cities  of  the  plain.  Separated  froni  the  main  part  of 
Fresno  bj  the  railroad,  as  bj  a  wide  bonlevard,  is  a  row 
of  low  wooden  houses  and  shops,  as  clearly  cut  ont  against 


388 


OLD  MEXICO  AND  BKR  LOST  PROVINCES. 


tho  desert  as  bathing-houses  on  a  beach.     This  is  the 
nese  quarter.     It  tells  at  a  glauce  the  stor^r  of  the  peca- 
liar  pe<?|>le  wlio  tenant  it:  the  social  ostracism  on  tlie  one ' 
liand,  and   their  owti    indomitable  claunishness   on 
other. 

There  is  now  hardly  any  hamlet  so  insignificant,  even 
in  the  wastes  of  Arizona,  that  the  Chinese  have  not  ]>ene- 
tmted  it,  in  search  of  labor  and  opj>ortiiiutic8.     Ever 
settlement  of  the  Pacific  slope  has  its  Chinese  quarte 
mediaeval  towns  had  tlieir  Ghetto  for  the  Jews.     It  is 
alwa^'s  without  the  place,  as  at  Fresno;  but,  wherever  it 
be,  it  constitutes  u  close  cor[>oi*ation  and  a  separate  iinit.| 
In  dross,  language,  and  habits  of  life  it  adheres  to  Ori 
ental  tradition  with  all  tlie  j>er8i6tence  the  new  condi 
will  a<lnnt. 

The  Celestials  do  not  introduce  their  own  architecture, 
and  they  build  little  but  shanties.    They  adapt  what  they 
find  to  their  own  purposes,  as  has  been  said,  distingnieb- 
ing  them  with  such  devices  that   the  character  of 
dwellers  within  cannot  be  mistaken. 

A  great  incongruity  is  felt  between  the  little  Ya 
wo«xlen  dwellings  and  the  tasselled  lanterns,  gilded  signs,' 
and  hieroglyphics  upon  red  and  yellow  papers  with  which 
they  are  profusely  overspread.  Here  Ah  Coon  and  Sam 
Sing  keep  laundries  like  tlie  Chines  laundry  the  world 
over.  Yuen  Wa  advertises  himself  as  a  contractor  for 
laborers.  Hop  Ling,  Sing  Chong,  and  a  dozen  others 
have  miscellaneous  stores.  In  their  windows  are  junk- 
shaped  slippers,  opium  pipes,  bottles  of  JMki^  rice-bnndj. 
dried  fish,  goose  livers,  gold  and  silver  jewelry,  and  pack 
els  of  faee^powder  and  hair  ornaments  for  the  woa 
The  pig-tailed  merchants  themselves  sJt  within,  on 
looking  chests  aud  budgets,  and  gossip  in  animated 
vrith  castomers,  or  figure  np  their  profits  grarel 
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brown-paper  books,  with  a  brush  for  a  pen.  Women 
— much  more  niiiiierous  in  proportion  to  tho  men  than 
is  commonly  supposed — owasionally  waddle  by.  Their 
black  hair  is  very  smootlily  grejisud,  and  kept  io  place  by 
long  silver  pins.  They  wear  wide  jackets  and  patitaloons 
of  a  cheap  black  "  paper  cambric,"-  which  increase  the  nat- 
ural awkwardness  of  their  short  and  ungainly  figures. 

Up-stairs,  in  unpainted,  cobwebby,  second  stories,  are 
the  joss-houses.  Llere  hideous  but  decorative  idols  grin 
as  serenely  as  if  in  the  centre  of  t!ieir  native  Tartary,  and 
as  if  there  were  no  spires  of  little  Baptist  and  Methodist 
meeting-houses  rising  indignantly  across  the  way.  Pas- 
tilles burn  before  the  idols,  and  crfnieou  banners  are 
draped  about;  and  there  are  usually  a  few  pieces  of  an- 
tique bronze  njwa  which  the  eye  of  the  connoisseur  rests 
enviously. 

Other  itJteriors  are  cabarets,  which  recall  those  of  the 
French  working-classes.  A  boisterous  animation  reigns 
within.  The  air  is  tinck  with  tobacco-stnoko  of  the  pecu- 
liar Chinese  odor.  Games  of  dominoes  are  played  with 
magpie-like  chatter  by  excited  groups  arouud  long,  wood- 
en tables.  Most  of  those  present  wear  the  customary  blue 
cotton  blouse  and  (jueer  little  black  soft  hat,  and  all  Imve 
queues^  which  either  dangle  behind  or  are  coiled  up  like 
the  hair  of  women.  Some,  however — teamsters,  perhaps 
here  only  temporarily — are  dressed  in  the  slop  clothing 
and  cowhide  boots  of  ordinary  white  laborers. 

Tho  Cliinamen  are  servants  in  the  camps,  the  ranches, 
and  the  iumses  of  the  better  class,  truck-layers  and  section 
hands  on  t!ie  railroad,  and  laborers  in  the  factories  and 
fields.  What  Southern  California,  or  California  gener- 
ally, conld  do  without  them  it  is  difiicult  to  see.  They 
seem,  for  the  most  part,  capable,  indnstrions,  honest,  and 
neat.    One  divests  himself  rapidly  of  the  prejudice  against 
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them  witii  which  lie  mixy  Imve  started.  Let  us  hope  that 
laborers  of  the  better  class,  by  whom  they  are  to  be  suc- 
ceeded, may  nt  least  have  as  many  praiseworthy  traits. 

The  town  of  Fresno  is  as  yet  cliiefly  a  supply  and  market 
point  for  tlie  numerons  colonics  by  which  it  is  environed. 
These  colonies  straggle  ont  in  various  directions,  begin 
ning  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  town.    The  intervenin 
land  still  lies  in  its  natural  condition  for  settlement.     It 
is  difEcnlt  to  convey  an  idea  of  its  seemingly  hoiMjlcss 
barrenness.     Instead  of  coinplaiiung  of  dry  gniss  liere  on 
would  bo  grateful  for  a  blade  of  grass  of  any  kind.     The 
surface  is  as  arid  as  that  of  a  gravelled  school-yard.     It  is 
even  woi*6e,  for  it  is  undennined  with  holes  of  gophers, 
owls,  jack-rabbits,  and  squirrels.     To  ride  at  any  speed  is 
certain  to  bring  one  to  grief  througii  the  entangling  of  his 
horse's  legs  in  these  pitfalle.     As  tlie  traveller  passes  thero 
18  a  scaTn]>enng  on  all  sides.     The  gray  squirrels  speed  fo 
their  holes  with  flying  leaps,  the  jack-rabbits  with  kanga 
roo-like  bounds.     Tliey  run  toward  us,  if  they  cliance  to 
have  been  absent  fj'om   home  in  an  opposite  direction. 
Not  one  considers  himself  safe  from  our  clearly  malicions 
designs  till  he  has  dived  headlong  into  his  own  proper 
tenement. 

Here  and  there  are  tracts  white  witli  alkali.  Flakes  of 
this  substance,  at  once  bitter  and  salt  to  the  taste,  can  W, 
taken  up  in  an  almost  pure  condition.  Elsewhere  we  pass 
through  tracts  of  wild  sunflower — a  tall  weed,  charming;' 
in  flower,  but  now  thoroughly  desiccated,  and  rattling  to- 
gether like  dry  bones. 

This  description  applies,  for  the  greater  part  of  thi 
year,  not  only  to  Fresno,  but  in  an  almost  equal  degree 
to   Bakersfield,  Los   Angeles,  and   nearly   the   whole  oL 
Southern   California.     Without   it    the   wonders   wbici 
have  been  }>rodnced  by  Iiuman  agency  could  not  be  m 


i 


A   WOKDROm   VALLEY 


391 


derstootl.  The  face  of  imtnre  in  all  this  district  was  a 
blank  sheet  of  paper.  The  cultivator  Imd  xihsolutely 
evet^tliing  to  do.  Ho  discovered  on  trial  that  he  had  a 
8oil  of  remarkable  capacity,  and,  with  the  aid  of  water 
and  the  genial  climate,  he  conld  draw  from  it  whatever 
he  pleased. 

^Vater  is  the  salvation  of  the  waste  places,  and  makee 
the  desert  blossom  like  the  rose.  One's  respect  for  this 
pleasant  element  is,  if  possible,  increased  upon  seeing 
what  it  is  1101*6  capable  of.  It  seems  that,  if  used  with 
snfficicnt  art,  it  might  almost  draw  a  crop  from  cast-iron. 
The  vegetation  of  Southern  California  is  thoroughly  arti- 
ficial. It  consists  of  a  series  of  scattered  plantations  cre- 
ated by  the  use  of  water.  In  these  the  traveller  finds  his 
flowers,  palms,  vineyards,  and  orange  groves,  and,  burying 
himself  among  them,  like  the  ostrich  with  its  head  in  the 
sand,  he  may  refuse  briefly  to  recognize  that  there  is 
anything  else;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  only  a  small  be- 
ginning hits  been  made.  What  has  been  done,  however, 
is  an  earnest  of  what  can  be  done.  It  is  found  that, 
as  irrigation  is  pi-aetised,  the  land  stores  up  part  of  tlie 
water,  aud  less  is  needed  each  year.  In  wells,  too,  the 
water  is  found  nearer  the  surface,  proving  that  the  soil 
acts  as  a  natural  reservoir.  As  time  goes  on,  and  canals 
and  vegetation  increase,  no  doubt  important  climatic 
changes  may  be  looked  for.  In  the  end  Sonthcrn  Cal- 
ifornia may  be  as  different  from  what  it  is  at  present  as 
can  be  imagined. 

The  several  Fresno  colonies  for  the  most  part  Join  one 
another,  and  form  a  continuous  belt  of  cultivation.  On 
entering  their  confines  the  change  is  most  agreeable. 
Close  along-side  the  desert,  the  home  of  the  gopher  and 
jack-rabbit,  only  separated  from  it  by  a  narrow  ditch  of 
running  water,  are  lovely  vineyards,  orchards  of  choice 
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fruits,  ornamental  flowers  and  shrubs,  avenues  of  sLade^' 
trees,  fields  of  corn,  and  green  pastures  of  tiic  alfalfa,  i^J 
tall  and  strong  clover,  which  gives  Itntf  a  dozen  crops  ^H 
year.     Embowered  among  these  are  tlie  homes  of  happy      " 
families,  larger  establisbmenta  for  the  drying  of  finiite 
and  converting  the  muniticent  crops  of  gra|>cs  into  wine. 
Many  of  the  homes  are  as  yet  but  modest  wooden  col 
tages.     Others,  of  a  better  class,  are  of  adobe,  treated 
an  ornamental  way,  with  piazzas  and  Gotlnc  gables. 

The  most  important  residence  is  tliat  of  a  lato  menil 
of  the  San  Francisco  Stock  Hoard,  who  has  gone  into  the" 
cnltivatiou  of  grapes  here  on  a  large  scale.     It  is  a  band- 
some  villa  that  would  do  credit  to  any  town.     Tlie  im- 
provements of  the  Barton  place  were  in  but  an  incipiei 
state  at  the  time  of  our  visit.    A  great  array  of  younj 
vines  brightened  the  recently  sterile  soil,  but  timidly  am 
as  if  not  quite  certain  of  approval.     Yonug  orange  ai 
lemon  trces  in  the  door-yard  were  muffled  in  straw  till  tljei 
should  have  gained  a  gi*eater  hardiluiod  to  withstand  the 
frosts.    Elsewhere  water  was  being  run  ont  from  irrigat- 
ing ditches  over  fields  in  preparation  far  tlie  first  time. 
It  is  the  custom  to  soak  them,  in  order  that  the3'  ma^^ 
perfectly  levelled.    Knolls  or  any  other  inequalities  mi 
not  be  left  to  hinder  the  equal  distribution  of  water  to  tl 
crop.     A  wide  canal  stretched  back  from  the  numeroni 
out-buildings  toward  the  horizon.     On  the  verge  of  the 
wide  plain  showed  the   blue  Sierras,  veiled  by  a  slight 
chronic  dustiness  of  the  atmosphere. 

In  the  more  established  portions  of  the  colonies  6om< 
charming  bits  of  landscape  are  found.    The  Chinese  fan 
liand  wears  a  blue  blouse  and  a  wide  basket-hat  which  he 
calls  mow,     lie  prononnces  this  Iiat  "  heap  good ""  if  coin- 

imented  upon  it.     lie  prunes  the  vines  or  collects  the 
keroua  clusters  of  grapes;  or  else  he  digs  a  vegetable 
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garden  by  the  side  of  a  canal,  in  which  himself,  his  vege- 
tables, his  cabin,  a  row  of  poplar-trees,  and  the  blue  sky 
overhead  are  all  reflected  together.  Poplars,  willows,  and 
cottonwooda  are  planted  along  tlie  canals  to  .sti*engthen 
their  banks.  At  Eison's  wine-making  place,  for  a  consid- 
erable distance,  oleanders  in  flower  are  seen  spaced  be- 
tween tlie  trees.  The  water  runs  clear  and  swift.  At 
Eisen^s  it  turns  a  mill.  No  donbt  devices  for  bathing  in 
it  might  also  be  contrived  if  desired. 

The  long,  symmetrical  lines  of  trees  have  a  foreign,  or 
at  least  im-American,  air.  It  is  not  difficult  to  recall  to 
mind  the  mulberries  and  elms  that  bend  over  the  irrigat- 
ing canals  of  Nortltern  Italy  and  drop  their  yellow  leaves 
upon  thcni  in  autumn  like  these.  It  might  bo  Lombardy 
again,  and  the  glim[>&cs  of  distant  blue  the  Alps  instead 
of  tlio  Sierras.  The  locks  and  gates  for  the  water  are  of 
an  epliemeral  structure  as  yet,  made  of  planking  instead 
of  substantial  brick  and  stone.  The  smaller  ditches  are 
often  stopped  with  mere  bits  of  board  let  down  into 
grooves,  instead  of  gates  with  handles.  It  is  urged,  how- 
ever, that  handles  offer  inducement  to  idlers  to  lift  them 
up  out  of  pure  mischief,  and  waste  the  water. 

The  colonies  are  not  quite  colonies  in  the  nsaal  sense; 
that  is  to  say,  they  were  not  founded  by  persons  who  com- 
bined together  and  came  at  one  and  tlie  same  time.  The 
lands  tliey  occupy  were  distributed  into  parcels  by  an 
original  owner,  and,  after  being  provided  with  water  fa- 
cilities by  an  irrigation  company,  put  npon  the  market  at 
the  disposal  of  wlioever  would  buy.  No  donbt  a  certain 
genenil  consistency  rules  them  in  keeping  with  the  names 
respectively  set  up,  but  it  is  not  rigorous.  Probably  noth- 
ing need  prevent  a  native  American  from  joining  the 
Scandinavian  Colony,  or  a  Scandinavian  the  American 
Colony,  should  he  desire  to  do  so. 
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4.8  to  the  Temperance  Colony,  it  must  be  sorely  tried 
in  a  locality  the  most  liberal  imd  profitable  yield  of  which 
is  the  wine  grape.  It  seems  hardly  a  propitious  place  to 
have  cliosen.  Scoffers  say  that  in  some  instances  while 
settlers  will  not  iiiflke  wine  themselves  they  will  sell  then* 
grapes  to  the  wine-making  establislnncntB.  Tliis  I  merely 
note  as  ''  important,  if  true." 

The  standard  twenty-acre  lot,  as  prepared  for  market  at 
Fresno,  has  its  main  irrigating  ditch,  of  perhaps  four  feet 
in  width,  connecting  with  the  general  ireigating  system. 
For  twelve  and  a  half  dollars  a  year  it  receives  a  water- 
right  entitling  it  to  the  use  of  whatever  water  it  may 
need.  The  buyer  must  make  his  own  minor  ditches,  and 
prepare  his  ground  from  this  pt»int.  He  nsually  aims  to 
establish  in  his  fields  a  number  of  slightly  differing  levels, 
that  the  water  may  be  ted  to  one  after  the  other.  For 
ground  in  Ihe  preliminary  condition  described  about  iifty 
dollars  per  acre  is  demanded.  Most  of  the  earlier  settlers 
bought  for  less,  and  the  price  named  strikes  one  as  high, 
considering  the  newness  of  the  country,  and  the  excellent 
farming  land  to  be  had  in  the  older  parts  of  the  country 
for  less.  Prices  are  less  here,  however,  than  at  Los  An- 
geles, Riverside,  or  San  Diego,  farther  soutli. 

It  is  argued  in  answer  to  objectors  that  though  land  be 
not  nominally  it  is  really  cheap,  in  consideration  of  its  ex- 
traordinary prodnetivonesp.  It  is  held  that  an  investment 
here  gives  better  returns  than  anywhere,  and  at  the  same 
time  that  the  climate  and  other  conditions  promise  a  more 
pleasurable  existence  than  could  be  enjoyed  elsewhere. 
Tliis  Fresno  land,  for  instance,  yields  four  and  live  crops 
of  alfalfa  a  year.  Vineyards  planted  but  two  and  a  half 
years  are  shown  which  produce  five  tons  of  grapes  to  the 
acre.  Five  years  is  the  period  required  for  the  vines  to 
come  into  full  bearintj.     It  is  estimated  that  an  acre  of 
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vines  in  that  condition  will  have  cost  one  hundred  and 
twentj-five  dollars,  allowing  fifty  dollars  as  the  price  of 
the  ground,  and  it  is  then  counted  npou  for  an  annual 
yield  of  ten  tons  of  gra{)eB,  at  twenty  dullai*&  a  ton.  Tlie 
rate  of  growth  in  vegetation  is  one  of  the  things  to  note. 
Frait-trecs  are  &aid  to  advance  as  far  in  three  years  as  in 
seven  on  the  Eastern  sea-board. 

The  pereonal  stories  of  the  colonists  are  often  interest- 
ing. They  have  generally  had  some  previous  Lard  expe- 
rience of  the  w^orld.  Such  a  man,  working  stardtly  in  the 
field  preparing  the  ground  around  a  new  cottage  of  his 
own,  lost  a  fortune  in  the  San  Francisco  ^tock  Boai-d. 
The  funds  for  his  present  enterprise  were  provided  Ijy 
his  wife,  who  had  turned  to  keeping  boarders,  and  sent 
hiiii  her  small  profits  monthly  until  he  should  have  made 
ready  a  place  for  their  joint  occupancy.  Instances  were 
heard  of  where  nice  properties  had  been  secui-ed  with 
no  other  original  capital  than  a  pair  of  bi-awny  hands. 
These,  Iiowever,  were  exceptional.  The  country  appears 
to  be  one  where  it  is  most  desirable  for  the  new-comer  to 
have  a  small  capital. 

In  the  Central  Colony  a  comfortable  estate  was  owned 
by  four  spinster  school-teachers  of  San  Francisco.  They 
had  combined  to  purchase  eighty  acres.  One  of  them 
lived  on  the  place  and  managed  it.  The  othei-s  contrib- 
uted from  their  earnings  nntil  it  had  reached  a  paying 
basis,  passed  only  their  vacations  there  at  present,  but 
looked  forward  to  making  it  their  ultimate  retreat. 

The  idea  seems  both  a  praiseworthy  new  departure  in 
the  direction  of  female  emancipation  and  charming  in  it- 
self. I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  acquaintance  of 
the  resident  manager  of  the  experiment.  Her  experi- 
ences, written  out,  would,  I  think,  bo  interesting  and  ia* 
Btractive.     There  was  an  open  piano  in  the  pleasant  cot- 
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tAge  interior,  and  late  books  and  magazines  were  scattered 
about.  It  was  a  bit  of  retincd  civilization  dropped  down 
in  the  midst  of  the  desert. 

This  lady  had  come,  she  said,  for  rest.  She  took  pleas- 
ure, too,  in  tiie  country,  and  iti  seeing  tilings  grow.  She 
had  made  mistakes  in  her  management  at  first,  mainly 
tlu'ough  trusting  too  much  to  otiiers,  but  now  Imd  things 
in  good  control.  Fcnir  farm-hands — Chinamen — were 
employed.  Tlie  eighty  acres  were  distributed  into  vine- 
yard, orchard,  and  alfalfa,  about  one-half  devoted  to  the 
vineyard.  Its  product  was  turned,  not  into  wine,  but  rai- 
sins. Apricots  and  nectarines  liad  been  found  up  to  this 
time  the  most  protltablo  orchard  fruits.  Almonds  were 
less  60,  owing  to  the  loss  of  time  in  husking  them  for 
market.  There  was  among  other  crops  a  field  of  Egyp- 
tian corn,  a  variety  which  grows  titll  and  slender,  and  runs 
up  to  a  bushy  head  instead  of  forming  cars.  The  sight 
of  it  carried  one  back  to  the  Biblical  story  of  Joseph  and 
his  brethren,  and  the  picture-writing  in  the  Pyramids. 

The  grapes  for  raisin-uuiking  are  of  the  sweet  Muscat 
variety.  There  was  a  "  raisin-house  ■'  piled  full  of  the 
flat  boxes  in  which  raisins  are  traditionally  packed.  The 
process  of  raisin -making  is  very  simple.  Tlie  bunches 
of  grapes  are  cut  from  the  vines,  and  laid  in  trays  in 
the  open  fields.  They  are  left  tiiere,  properly  turned 
at  intervals,  for  a  matter  of  a  fortnight.  There  are 
neither  rains  nor  dews  to  dampen  them  and  delay  tlie 
curing.  Then  they  are  removed  to  an  airy  building 
known  as  a  "sweat-house,"  where  they  remain  possibly 
a  month,  till  the  last  vestiges  of  moisture  are  gone. 
Hence  they  go  to  bo  packed  and  shipped  to  market. 

One  must  walk  rather  gingerly  at  present  not  to  dis- 
cern through  the  young  and  scattering  plantations  the 
bareness  beyond,  but  in  another  ten  years  the  scene  can 
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hardly  fail  to  be  one  of  rich  luxuriance.  The  site  is  flat 
and  prairie-like,  and  I  should  prefer,  for  my  part,  to  locate 
my  earthly  Paradise  nearer  the  hills.  Still,  the  taste  of 
the  time  runs  to  earthly  Paradises  which  are  at  the  same 
time  shrewd  commercial  ventares,  and  the  cultivation  of 
the  plain  is  much  easier  than  that  of  the  slopes. 
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XXVII. 

VI8ALIA,  BAKERSFIELD,  AXD  UFE  ON  A  SPACiOUS  RANCH. 

I. 

ViSALiA,  capital  of  Tulare  Conntj,  thirty -fonr  miles 
south  of  PVesuOj  is  one  of  the  older  towns  left  aside  by 
the  railroad.  I  put  it  in  tlie  moat  obvious  way,  bnt  a 
patriotic  Visjilian,  on  the  other  Land,  said  to  me  with 
warmth,  "  Left  by  the  railroad  !  Visalia  left  bj  the  rail- 
road !  I  guess  not.  It  is  the  raih'oad  that  is  left  by 
Visalifl,  as  it  will  find  out." 

Visalia  is  reached,  from  the  junction  of  Goshen,  by  a 
short  branch-road  of  its  own.  It  is  larger  than  Fresno, 
but  less  animated.  It  has  perhaps  twenty-five  hundred 
people,  a  court-house  of  the  pattern  described,  and  a 
United  States  land-office. 

Wlien  the  epithet  "old"  is  used  of  any  California  town 
not  of  Spanish  origin  it  simply  means  an  approximation 
to  the  year  1840.  The  building  of  most  hoary  antiquity 
in  Visalia  dates  only  from  the  year  1859.  It  has  been 
government-house,  jail,  and  store  in  turn,  and  is  now 
decorated  with  the  legend  "Mooney's  Brewery."  The 
town  was  founded  by  one  Vise,  an  erratic  person,  who 
came  across  the  plains  from  Texas,  and  !iad  followed  in 
his  life  such  various  professions,  besides  that  of  pioneer, 
as  preacher,  trader,  gambler,  foot-racer,  and  jockey.  It 
happened  that  the  quarter  section  of  land  ujjon  which  he 
settled  was  at  the  time  unsurvcycd,  and  not  legally  open 
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to  pre-emption. 
This  irregularitj 
was    not    discov- 


ered    till 


years 


.m^ 


nasi  BiiLmso  vn  waaial. 


lat^r,  when  the 
town  had  grown 
up  on  the  site. 
It  was  brought  to 
light  by  an  em- 
ploye of  the  land- 
office,  who  there- 
\\\K}\\  ingeniuiislj 
undertook  to  pre- 
etupt  the  ground 
for  himself. 
"  And  what  came  of  this  bold  attempt  upon  vested  in- 
terests ?" 

"The  party  was  promptly  fired  out  of  towo/'  was  the 
reply. 

Visalia  is  rather  prolific  in  storiee,  if  an  "old-timer"  of 
the  riglit  sort  can  be  happened  up  to  tell  them.  Cattle 
kings,  whose  lierds  once  filled  the  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
have  retired  hither.  You  may  hear  how  Cattle  King 
"  Pat  Murray  "  won  his  wife.  She  was  a  fascinating 
person  in  her  3'onth,  the  daughter  of  a  landlady  with 
whom  Pat  Murray,  then  stniggling  and  impecunious, 
boarded,  in  company  with  numerous  mates.  There  was 
great  aspiration  and  rivalry  for  her  hand.  Pat  Murray 
stole  a  march  in  this  wise.  As  they  were  setting  off  in 
company  on  an  expedition  he  said,  "The  trip  is  a  rough 
and  dangerous  one,  boys.  I  propose  that  wo  leave  our 
money  and  valtiablea  with  the  old  lady  for  safe-keeping." 
The  rest  agreed,  and  handed  over  to  him  their  property 
to  deliver  to  her.    The  shrewd  Pat  Murray  repitisented 


4 


via  A  LI A^  BAKERSFIELD,  ETC. 


401 


it  all  as  Lis  own,  and  obtained  in  this  way  such  consider- 
ation in  lier  eyes — as  a  person  exceptionally  well-to-do  in 
the  world — that  she  advised  her  daughter  to  **  set  hor 
eap**  at  him,  and  all  was  happily  accomplished  before 
the  rme  was  discovered. 

On  another  occasion — whether  in  this  same  courtship 
or  not  the  chronicles  do  not  say — Pat  Murray  disposed  of 
rivals,  who  visited  in  the  evenings  a  comely  damsel  of 
the  general  acquaintance,  by  soft-soaping  the  log  serving 
as  approach  to  her  cabin  across  a  small  stream.  Having 
thus  arranged,  he 
sat  calmly  enjoy- 
ing the  fair  one's 
society,  and  lis- 
tening with  ap- 
preciative ear  to 
the  splash  of  the 
Buccessive  victima 
as  they  slid  olf 
into  the  water. 

Stories  are  told 
of  Spanish  ban- 
dits and  treasure 
of  precious  met- 
als in  the  mount- 
ains, and  of  i\\v. 
wild  adtiiitiistra- 
tion  of  justice  in 
early  times,  when 
ofEeuders  were 
occasionally  exe- 
cuted first  and 
sentenced  after- 
ward. 


AN  OU>-TIMi:tL 
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The  tirst  treasurer  of  the  connty  is  said  to  have 
the  recorde  of  liis  office  in  his  hat,  and,  being  a  pei 
given  to  travel  and  of  an  absent  mind,  he  scattered  these 
documents  far  and  wide  behind  him,  even  to  the  coiiilued 
of  I' tall  and  Arizona. 

At  Visalia  I  first  observed  "Spanishtown,^'  a  commn- 
nity  which  begins  to  appear  regularly  alongside  of  "China- 
town^* as  we  go  southward.  It  is  composed  of  persons 
of  Mexican  blood,  poor,  shiftless,  and  not  always  of  the 
most  reputable  chanicter. 

Charming  viewH  of  tlie  high  Sierras,  now  powdered 
with  the  tirst  snows  of  winter,  are  had.  The  surface  is 
more  rolling  than  at  F'resno,  and  strewn  with  fine  clumps 
of  chestnut-oaks.  There  are  big  trees  back  in  llic  great 
mountains  equalling  in  size  those  of  the  Yoscuiite. 
Limil>ermen  at  work  there  cut  down  numbers  wbicJu 
though  insignificant  as  compared  to  the  very  largest, 
are  monstrous  in  themselves. 

The  water  for  tlie  irrigation  of  this  district  is  drawn 
out  of  Kings,  Tule,  and  Kawcah  rivers  by  companiea, 
who  give  to  their  principal  canals  such  nanie^  as  the 
People's  Ditch,  the  I^ist  Clianco  Ditch,  tlie  Mussel 
Slough  Ditch,  and  the  Lower  Kings  River  Ditch.  The 
main  ditches  or  canals  range  from  twelve  to  forty  feet 
in  width.  Wing  dams  confine  and  direct  into  them  such 
portions  as  are  desii*ed  of  the  wide,  meandering  rivers, 

A  California  river  of  the  south  is  something  of  a 
curiosity.  Extravagantly  wide,  it  is  in  compensation 
preposterously  shallow.  Only  a  few  last  over  the  dry 
season  at  all;  the  most  evaporate  and  wholly  disappear. 
Their  dry  beds,  variegated  by  a  few  islets  studded  with 
sycamores,  are  more  like  wagon-roads  than  the  beds  of 
rivers.  Sometimes  these  exhausted  water-courses  differ 
in  color  from  the  surrounding  soil,  and  are  seen  stretch- 
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ing  as  rivers  of  gray  or  silvery  sand  through  the  gene 
yellow  of  the  desert. 

Though  irrigation  be  yet  in  its  infancy  its  belongings 
have  attained  great  dimeiieions.  There  arc  three  hun- 
dred niilos  of  canals  of  the  requisite  size  in  Tulare 
County,  and  more  tlmri  three  thousand  miles  in  Califor- 
nia all  toffother.  One  main  canal,  that  of  the  San  Joa- 
quin and  Kings  Kiver,  has  a  length  of  seventy-four  mi 
and  a  width  of  nearly  seventy  feet. 


in  p. 

m 


n, 

A  branch-road  westward  from  Goshen,  a  continuation 
of  that  from  Visalia,  conveys  the  traveller  to  the  bus- 
tling, fast-growing  little  towns  of  Ilanford  and  Letnoorc, 
in  the  Mussel  Slough  country.  This  district,  adjoining 
Tulare  Lake,  w*as  recently  part  desert  and  part  swamp 
It  has  been  redeemed  so  as  to  rank  now  among  the 
farming  land  in  California.  Its  chief  product  is  wh 
The  inhabitants  raise  hardly  tlie  vegetables  needed  for 
their  own  use.  Malaria  is  rather  prevalent,  but  it  is  said 
to  arise,  as  in  many  other  irrigated  districts,  from  the 
careless  use  of  water  rather  than  the  fundamcntsd  situa- 
tion. The  water,  instead  of  being  cai-ofuUy  drained 
is  too  often  allowed  to  lie  in  stagnant  pools. 

The  Mussel  Slough  was  the  scene,  in  the  month 
May,  1880,  of  a  bloody  conflict  between  the  settlera  an 
railroad  authorities  which  has  become  cclebnited.     O, 
cors  of  the  law,  acting  for  new  cluiiriaiits,  attempted 
take  possession  of  tlie  land  under  a  railroad  title.     Le- 
gally in  the  wrong,  though  perhaps  morally  in  the  rigl 
the  settlers  organized  to  resist,  put  out  stirring  mauift 
toes,  which  read  like  the  declarations  of  oppressed  peo 
struggling  for  their  liberty,  and  called  on  gods  and  tn 
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to  witness  the  justice  of  their  cause.  In  the  fight  that 
onpiied  five  settlers  lost  their  Iivcs»  all  at  the  hands  of  a 
single  man — one  Crowe,  a  United  States  marshal,  who 
displajed  a  prowess  and  cooJness  under  fire  never  sur- 
passed in  any  of  the  narratives  of  sensational  literature. 
Crowe  hitnself  was  despatched.  A  number  of  the  sur- 
vivors were  tried  for  their  part  in  the  ailalr,  condemned 
to  eight  months'  imprisonraeiit,  and  served  out  their  terra 
in  Santa  Clara  jail.  They  had  but  just  been  released, 
say  a  month  before  our  arrival.  Their  brethren  and 
well-wishers  had  received  them  on  their  return  with 
an  ovation,  the  noise  of  which  hardly  yet  ceased  to  ring 
in  the  air. 


III. 

Bakerstield,  capital  of  Kern  County,  seventy-five  miles 
farther  soutli,  Fomewhiit  sitniller  thnn  Ylsiilia^  boasted  at 
one  time  the  distinction  of  a  malady  peculiar  to  itself. 
The  Bakersfield  form  of  malarial  fever,  whatever  the  fine 
difference  that  distinguished  it  from  others,  had  a  posi- 
tion apart  in  the  medical  works.  The  sanitary  condition 
of  tliG  place,  however,  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the 
extension  of  drainage  and  irrigation  works,  and  can,  no 
doubt,  be  made  all  that  could  be  desired. 

Of  the  three  lakes,  Tulare,  Bucna  Vista,  and  Kem, 
which  mnke  so  large  a  showing  on  the  map,  the  latter 
two,  with  tjjeir  surrounding  marshcfi,  liave  bern  dried  up, 
and  the  former  is  on  its  way  to  extinction  also.  These 
lakes  had  for  me,  on  the  map,  a  mysterious  and  import- 
ant air,  I  seized  the  tirst  opportunity  to  penetrate  their 
mystery,  by  riding  down  to  Tulare  Lake  on  horseback. 
You  cannot  reach  the  margin,  for  fear  of  miring.  Nor 
is  the  approach  on  foot  much  easier.  The  tules,  or 
rushes,  rise  high  above  your  head^  and  are  infested  with 
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a  dangerons  breed  of  wild  hogs,  descended  from  vagrant 
deserters  from  the  ranches.  In  snch  fragnientarj  glimpses 
as  are  had  between  and  over  the  tules  an  expanse  of 
dreary  surface  appears  which  may  be  either  water  or  tlie 
alkali -whitened  l)ed  from  which  tlie  water  has  receded. 
The  vicinity  swarms  with  wild  fowl.  Tlieir  multitudi- 
nous  chatter  has  a  kind  of  metallic  chmg  in  it.  Xow 
white,  now  dark,  as  thoy  are  before  or  against  the  sun- 
liglit,  they  flutter  above  the  reeds  and  stubble-fields  like 
aiitnmn  leaves  blown  by  the  wind. 

The  drying  np  of  tlie  lakes  is  occasioned  by  the  diver- 
sion of  the  surplus  waters  of  the  Kern  River  for  the 
redemption  of  desert  lands.  This  gave  ri&e  to  a  eontro- 
vei*8y,  lately  settled  by  a  legal  decision  which  is  a  stop  in 
the  crystallization  into  shape  of  a  system  of  water  juris- 
diction for  (California.  The  great  linn  of  real-estate  men 
and  ranchmen,  Miller  ife  Lux,  owned  tlie  lands  below; 
the  almost  equally  gi-eat  firm  of  Ilaggin,  Carr  6c  Tevis, 
those,  for  the  improvement  of  which  the  water  was  taken 
out,  above.  The  first-named  con^plained  of  the  diversion 
of  the  watei*s  as  a  detriment  to  thorn,  and  an  infringe- 
ment of  their  riparian  rights.  Riparian  riglit,  it  will  be 
remembered,  in  the  English  couiiijon  law,  gives  to  the 
resident  on  a  stream  the  right  to  liave  it  flow  as  it  was 
wont  through  liis  grounds  without  diminution  or  altera- 
tion. 

The  contest  at  first  promised  to  be  one  of  physical 
force.  Miller  ^  Lux  endeavored  to  close  the  sluices  at 
which  the  water  was  taken  out.  Just,  as  in  Scripture* 
the  herdsmen  of  Gerara  strove  against  the  lierdsmen  of 
Isaac,  saying,  "It  is  onr  water,"  the  hardy  vaqueroa  of 
Haggin,  Carr  &  Tevis  were  mustered  in  opposition  to 
them,  with  orders  to  lasso  and  throw  into  the  canal  any- 
body who  should  interfere  with  the  sluices.     This  deter- 
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mined  bHow  of  resistance  prevented  a  conflict,  and  the 
,case  went  to  tlie  civil  courts. 

The  decision  spoken  of  holds  that  the  doctrine  wl)ich 
prevails  in  California  is  not  that  of  riparian  riglit,  but 
that  of  "prior  appropriation  for  buuelicial  uses." 

That  is  to  saj,  the  greatest  good  of  tlie  greatest  num- 
ber 18  consnlted.  The  point  had  been  ruiR^d  before  in 
controversies  about  tlic  diversion  of  water  for  mining 
purposes.  In  tlicee  cases  the  ruling  was,  tliat  the  doc- 
trine of  riparian  right  is  ^inapplicable,  or  applicable  only 
in  a  very  limited  extent,  to  the  necessity  of  miners,  and 
inadequate  for  tlieir  protection."  It  was  farthermore 
held  that  all  of  the  English  common  law  is  not  in  force 
in  California,  bnt  only  such  portions  of  it  as  are  adapted 
to  the  peculiar  conditions  of  the  Stiite.  The  agricultural 
and  mining  interests,  therefore,  are  now  put,  in  this  re- 
spect, on  the  same  footing. 

Eakersficid  takes  its  tone  essentially  from  live  stock. 
It  lias  special  resorts  for  d revere  and  sheep-herders.  Its 
streets  are  generally  full  of  horses,  caparisoned  in  the 
Spanish  style,  tied  to  hitching- posts  and  awaiting  their 
owners  before  the  stores  and  taverns.  Tlie  8heei>-herd- 
ers,  a  lonely  race,  become  morose  and  melancholy  in  their 
long  wanderings  with  their  flocks  apart  from  the  habita- 
tions of  men  and  human  speech.  They  are  far  removed 
from  the  shepiierds  of  Boucher  and  Watteau.  Some  are 
said  to  go  insane  through  tlie  monotony  of  their  lives; 
and  it  is  an  occupation  taken  up  only  as  a  last  resort,  and 
unfitting  him  who  pursues  it  for  atiy  other.  Strangely 
enough,  there  is  a  rather  English  tone  among  them. 
Young  prodigals  of  good  family  are  found  who,  after 
trying  their  fortunes  in  Australia,  India,  and  elsewhere, 
are  eating  the  imsks  of  repentance  here  in  true  Script- 
ural fashion. 
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The  shops  in  Bakerstield,  as  throughout  our  1 
are  kept  principally  by  the  Jews,  who  are  great  pioneers 
No  people  nw.  growing  up  more  ardently  with  the  new 
West;  and  where  they  are  found  bueinesss  is  pretty  e 
to  be  good. 

The  Chinatown  is  a  distnct  of  compact  little  street 
an  extent  that  indicates  a  population  almost  equal  to 
of  the  rest  of  the  place.  An  irrigating  diteh  surround 
like  a  moat.  The  citbins  alung  this^  picturesquely  re- 
flected in  it,  are  gray  and  weather-beaten,  varied  with 
patches  of  bright  Orientalism,  and  shaded  by  a  line  of 
tall  poplar  trees.  The  Spanishtown,  close  by,  is  a  cl 
of  dance-houses  and  corrals,  between  which  swarthy  Ji 
and  Juanitas  are  seen  passing. 

Ab  if  this  were  not  foreignness  enough  already,  wo 
stumble  upon  a  camp  of  strolling  gypsies,  their 
pitched  on  the  bordei's  of  Spanishtown.  They  are 
lish,  and  have  come  from  Australia,  dropping  their  "h*i 
all  along  the  way,  no  doubt,  as  liberally  as  here.  They 
are  like  types  of  Cruikshank  and  Dickens.  An  apple- 
faced  Mrs.  Jarley  appears  in  a  large  velvet  bonnet  with 
plumee.  A  very  tightly-dressed^  slender  individual,  with 
a  weed  on  his  hat,  might  pass  for  Sam  Weller.  He  is 
a  horee-tamer  and  jockey.  At  his  heels  follows  a  bellig- 
erent bull-dog.  Behind  one  of  the  tents  a  child  of  nine, 
Cassio  b}'  name,  with  fine,  dark  eyes,  is  making  a  toilet 
before  a  bit  of  cracked  mirror.  She  pastes  down  her  wet 
hair  into  a  semblance  of  the  "water-waves"  of  fashiona- 
ble society.  When  interrupted  with  a  compliment  on 
the  arrangement  she  affects  displeasure,  and  tosses  it 
abroad  again  with  a  native  coquetry. 

The  Mrs.-Jarley-looking  woman  is  the  fortune-teller 
She  declares  that  there  are  pereons  whose  fortunes 
would  not  tell  for  twenty — no,  not  for  fifty  dollars. 
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Mine,  however,  tlirotigli  an  especial  liking  bIic  affects  to 
have  taken  to  ine,  and  the  dulness  of  trade,  she  promisefi 
to  tcll|  in  tlie  most  effective  manner,  for  two  dollars  onl^*. 


IV. 

The  possessions  of  some*  uf  the  great  landowners  arc 
prodigious.  It  is  a  favorite  story  that  certain  ones  can 
drive  a  herd  of  cattle  from  the  northern  countiea  of  tJie 
State  to  San  Diego,  its  Bouthcrn  limit,  and  qnarter  tliein 
every  niglit  on  their  own  ground.  IIaggin,Carr  *k  Tevis, 
whofie  property  I  was  privileged  to  examine  in  detail, 
have  at  Bakersiield  four  hundred  thousand  acres  nearly 
in  one  body.  Much  of  tliis  was  secured  for  a  trifle  in 
the  condition  of  desert  land,  and  has  been  redeemed* 

One  ranchman  who  had  acquired  a  great  estate  of  this 
kind  chiefly  while  surveyor-general  of  the  United  States 
was  the  o<.'casion  of  drawing  forth  one  of  the  beet  ban 
moU  of  Lincoln. 

"I  coitgratnlate  you,"  said  our  martyred  President. 
"You  have  become  monarch  of  about  all  you  have  eur- 
ve^'ed.*' 

The  owners  do  not  often  live  upon  their  estJites; 
they  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  managers,  and  draw 
the  revenues.  The  Ilaggin,  Carr  iS:  Tevis  property  is 
divided  into  a  number  of  separate  ranches,  each  with  it6 
resident  superintendent.  Tlic  **I5ellevue  Kanch"  is  the 
centre  and  focus  of  authority.  Here  are  the  residence 
and  office  of  the  general  manager,  and  a  force  of  book- 
keepers, engineers,  imd  mechanics,  who  keep  the  accounts, 
map,  plaii,  supervise,  construct,  repair,  and  give  to  the 
whole  the  clock-work  regularity  of  a  great  commercial 
enlcrprisu.  The  numerous  buildings  constitute  a  consid- 
erable settlement.     There  is  :i  *' store '*  of  o:cncral  mer- 


OLD  MEXICO  ASD  HEU   LOST  PHOVfXCES. 


ohandiBe  and  supplies.  A  dormitory  and  a  dining-h 
Iiave  been  erected  for  tlic  laboring  liands.  A  tower-like 
water-tank,  eurmouuted  hy  a  windmill,  and  acconiiuudat- 
ing  a  niilk-rooni  below,  rises  at  one  side.  There  are 
sliops  for  tlie  mectianics,  capacious  barns,  and  long  slieds 
tilled  with  an  interminable  arraj  of  agricaltural  imple- 
ments. It  is  worth  while  to  take  a  walk  past  this  coll 
tion  of  reapers,  tlirebhers,  sulky-ploughs,  and  rakea,  a 
study  out  their  uses.  The  immense  *' header  and  se|: 
ititur^'  rises  from  the  rej^t  like  a  leviathan.  A  wh 
department  is  devoted  to  "road-scrapers,"  "bnck-scm 
ers,''  3i>d  ploughs  of  various  sorts  used  in  the  construc- 
tion and  dredging  of  the  irrigating  ditclies.  The  soil  is, 
fortunately,  free  from  stones,  and  the  work,  for  the  most 
part,  easy.  One  enormous  plough  is  seen  which  w 
designed  to  bo  drawn  by  sixty  yoke  of  oxen,  and  to  e 
at  once  a  furrow  five  feet  wide  by  four  deep.  Like  t 
fau)0U8  G-reat  Ea^tern^  it  has  defeated  itself  by  its  o 
moss,  and  its  use  has  boon  abandoned. 

More  than  ^500,000  has  been  expended  in  the  item  of 
fencing  alone.  An  average  of  four  Imndred  laborers  is 
employed,  and,  in  the  harvest  season,  seven  hundred. 
The  rate  of  wages  is  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  dollars 
per  day  for  mechanics,  and  a  dollar  per  day  for  common 
hands.  This  seems  low  as  compared  with  information 
from  other  sources,  and  the  chronic  complaints  of  the 
scarcity  of  farm  labor,  in  the  California  papers. 

No  great  portion  of  tliis  domain  appears  to  be  in  tl 
market  for  settlers  of  small  mejius,  though  the  intention 
is  avowed  of  offering  some  of  it  in  this  way  when  thor- 
onghly  reclaimed.  Tracti*,  however,  are  occupied  on  fa- 
vorable terms  by  '*  renters,"  who  take  from  120  to  600 
acres.  Very  many  of  these  are  Portuguese  and  Italians. 
They  are  usually  unmarried,  and  work  in  companies  of 
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rom  eix  to  fifteen  persons.  Yoa  see  them,  dark  and 
swarthy,  going  Jibout  in  the  traditional  Garibaldi  tibirt, 
with  hardly  a  word  of  English  among  them. 

The  renter  is  provided  with  a  house,  artesian  well, 
credit  to  a. moderate  amount  at  the  store,  and  the  ose  of 
some  C0W8.  lie  has  the  milk  of  these,  but  must  give 
their  increase  to  the  estate.  His  lease  runs  three  years, 
and  he  pays  in  rent  one-third  of  his  crop.  Instances  of 
large  profits  arc  frequent  among  these  pei'sons,  and  the 
same  opportunities  are  open  to  others  who  wish  to  follow 
their  example. 

The  superintendents  and  upper  employes  on  the  place 
are  largely  Southern  men.  California  was  a  favorite 
point  for  Southern  immigration  at  one  time,  so  much 
that  the  course  of  the  State  in  the  war,  influenced  by  the 
historic  Judge  Terry  and  Senator  Gwin,  was  considered 
problematical.  These  that  I  apeak  of,  however,  are  gen- 
tlemen who  have  come  here  to  repair  their  fortunes  at  a 
later  period.  They  have  for  tlie  most  part  titles  from 
the  service  of  the  extinct  Confederacy,  and  the  gentle 
voices  and  friendly  courtesy  characteristic  of  the  South- 
ern type. 

A  typical  ranch-house,  that,  for  instance,  of  onr  hospit- 
able friend  Major  McClung,  on  his  section  of  the  subdi- 
vided property,  is  a  long,  two-story  dwelling,  painted  in 
the  Indian-red  so  popular  throughout  the  country.  It  is 
raised  on  posts  considerably  above  the  ground,  to  allow 
of  a  free  circulation  of  air  underneath.  There  is  an  o|K;U 
hall  throngh  the  centre  for  the  same  purpose.  An  irri- 
gating ditch  resembling  a  moat  passes  in  front,  crossed  by 
a  little  rustic  bridge. 

Traces  *>f  alkali  yet  show  white  in  the  Boil  of  orchard 
and  garden,  but  do  not  prevent  a  plentiful  growth  of 
oleanders,  roses,  pear,  peach,  cherry,  ahuond,  and  apri- 


tlic  winter. 
TIic  weath- 
er is  vei 
iiotat  noon-daj 
but  BO  cool  at 
morning  &m 
evening  thj 
wood -tire*  ai 
bnrned.  The 
chill  in  the  air  \s  of  a  penetrating  kind,  fe]t  the  more  bj 
contrast  with  the  heat  of  the  day.  and  lire  is  a  necessity 
The  hoime-6ervant8  were  clean,  white-aproned  Chinamet 
those  ont-of-doors,  Mexicans.     Ono  of  these  latter  hi 
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trained  a  gooee,  "Dick,"  to  follow  liim  like  a  pet  dog, 
and  nothing  was  inot-e  cnrious  tlinn  to  see  tLe  pride  of 
both  master  and  biped  in  tbis  ridiculous  relation. 

Cattlc-raieing  is  the  leading  industry  ;  alfalfa,  for  carry- 
ing the  stock  over  periods  of  scarcity,  is  the  leading  crop. 
Stacks  of  alfalfa  of  great  size,  one  containing  seven  hun- 
dred tons,  were  seen.  It  is  the  ordinary  color  of  liny  ex- 
ternally, but  when  cut  into  is  green. 

A  successful  experiment  has  also  been  made  in  the 
raising  of  cotton.  The  bauds  were  in  the  tield  going 
about  among  the  white  pods  for  the  second  picking. 

Though  out  of  season,  a  rodeo  was  organized  for  otir 
beiietit,  to  show  the  rnetliod  of  luindling  tiic  roving  cattk: 
on  a  large  scale.  A  number  uf  vaqneroH  rinle  out  in  vari- 
ous directions  till  lost  to  sight.  Presently  traces  of  dost 
arose  on  the  several  horizons.  The  plain,  on  whicli  a  few 
cows  had  been  peacefully  feeding,  was  iillcd  with  stamp- 
ing and  lowing  herds,  driven  toward  the  centre  by  the  ca- 
reering  voijuivvs.  When  gathered  in  sufficient  numbers 
feats  of  lassoing  the  animals,  by  either  leg  or  horn,  sepa- 
rating special  animals  or  classes,  and  the  like,  were  ntider- 
taken,  and  carried  through  with  marvellous  dexterity.  As 
a  culmination,  hats  and  ropes  were  picked  up  from  the 
ground,  the  rider  going  at  full  speed.  A  silver  half-dol- 
lar, placed  on  edge  in  the  dust  of  the  roadway,  was  seized 
after  several  attempts  by  a  swarthy  Aztec. 

The  herders  are  usually  Mexicans,  equipped  in  the 
Mexican  style,  but  with  the  greater  part  of  the  finery 
left  out.  The  bosses,  who  often  even  excel  them  in  pare 
Jiorsemanship,  are  generally  Americans. 

TJie  ranch  known  as  the  Livermore  borders  Kern  and 
Bnena  Yista  Lakes,  and  is  the  southernmost  in  the  tier. 
Tlie  herds  are  gathere<l  lliere  in  the  early  spring,  and 
driven  to  the  ranch  of  San  Eniidio,  in    the   mountains. 
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ley  pick  np  tbeir  subsistence  at  San  Emidio  till  the 
Diiddle  of  September,  when  they  are  conducted  back 
again.  Snch  migrations  from  plain  to  mountain  past- 
ure, and  back  attain,  recall  some  features  of  the  Nor- 
wegian pastoral  life  of  Boyesen's  cliarming  romance, 
*^  Gunnar." 

At  the  Livcrmore  Ranch  yon  are  at  the  apex  of  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley.  IJere  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  the 
Coast  Range  effect  a  junction,  and  oppose  a  natural  bar- 
rier to  farther  progress.  The  railroad  has  to  cross  this 
barrier  by  a  wonderful  piece  of  engineering,  the  Tehach- 
api  (Te-Zirt^c/i-a-pe)  Va&s.  At  one  place  five  different 
lengths  of  track  pass  and  repass  at  diSerent  levels.  By 
the  singular  "Loop"  the  road  entere  a  tunnel,  emerges, 
twists  spirally  round  the  mountain,  and  reappears  dii'cct- 
ly  above  itself. 

At  San  Emidio  we  are  on  the  boundary-line  of  San 
Lnis  Obispo  County,  and  could  make  our  way  directly, 
no  doubt,  to  its  pretty,  mountain -encompassed  capital. 
This  is  more  easily  reached,  however,  with  attractive 
Santa  Barlmra  below,  by  steamer,  or  stage-road  along 
the  coast. 

Rettiniing  to  Bakcrsfield,  you  may  ride  west  to  the  wild 
cafion  of  the  Kern  River,  and  the  mining  towns  of  Keru- 
ville  and  Ilavilah.  The  mining  industry  has  never  taken 
the  same  development  south  of  the  San  Joaquin  River  as 
north.  It  is  probable  both  that  there  is  less  ore  and  thai 
the  ventures  have  been  managed  with  less  skill.  At  Kern- 
ville  is  a  quartz-mill,  with  a  hundred  stamps,  which  after 
many  vicissitudea  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  its  foimer 
workmen  for  debt,  and  is  now  run  by  them  on  the  co- 
operative principle. 

The  rolling  country  by  which  the  Kern  River  Cafion 
is  approached  is,  if  possible,  even  more  desolate  than  the 
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water,  by  means  of  a  flume  and  ditches,  from  the  river 
the  ciifton's  montli  down  upon  ecvcral  thousand  acres  o1 
land  under  cultivation.     In  the  spring-time,  ho  told  us, 
all  this  bareness  is  hidden  by  a  perfect  car|>et  of  flowers,    ^ 
chiefly  a  small  orange-scarlet  poppy.     His  sheep  at  pi^Qj^M 
ent  seemed  living  on  air.     lie  had  among  them  sont^l 
Angora  gouts,  a  hardy  animal,  once  very  profitable,  bnt^ 
now,  since  the  declino  in   alpaca  goods,  being  used 
him  for  food. 

The  Kern  River  tumbles  down  a  gorge  four  miles  in 
length,  between  granite   walls   sis   hnndred   feet   high. 
Its  water  is  translucent  green  in  deep,  untroubled  pools, 
again  churned  into  milk-white  floods,  with  black  bowj 
ders  among  them.     Tlie  eafion  is  all  bnt  impassable. 
acts  like  a  funnel,  and  produces  a  local  disturbance  of 
own  on  the  atmospficre.     While  all  ai-outui  is  still,  a  col 
umn   of  air  will  blow  out  of  it,  and,  striking  the   table- 
land a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  raise  a  chronic  dust  at  the 
point  of  contact,  like  a  cannon-shot. 

Driving  across  the  front  of  it  we  were  nearly  blowj 
ont  of  our  wagon.     We  descended  into  it,  nevertheh 
and  upon  this  experience  returned  to  dine  on   ribs  oi 
Captain  Jack  Barkers  Angora  goats,  and  then  take  tl 
railway  and  cross  the  Tehacliapi  Paw. 
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XXVIII. 

LOS  ANGELES. 


Over  the  Tebachapi  Pnss,  we  are  in  Southern  Califor- 
nia proper.  We  have  met  already,  it  is  true,  with  pretty 
Spanish  names,  old  missions,  leather  breeches,  jingling 
spurs,  vineyards,  rai&in-making,  atid  occasional  orange  and 
palm  trees.  Bnt  when  the  dividing  mountain-range,  four 
thousand  feet  above  the  sea  at  Tehaehapi,  is  passed,  all 
these  arc  found  in  thoir  greatest  development.  The  coun- 
try is  older,  the  Spanish  names  are  more  musical;  or- 
ange and  lemon  are  not  grown  for  ornatnontf  but  as  a 
principal  crop;  and  the  climate  is  of  tliat  genial  mildness 
which  is  most  to  the  taste  of  seekers  for  health. 

Famed  Los  Angeles,  City  of  the  Angels,  is  tlie  termi- 
nus of  tho  first  day*s  journey  which  brings  us  into  it. 
The  watering-place  of  Santa  Monica  and  tiie  important 
points  of  San  Buenaventura  and  Santa  Barbara  are  not 
far  distant  to  the  west,  while  San  Diego  lies  at  a  modei'ate 
remove  to  the  southward,  near  the  Mexican  frontier.  In 
the  intervals  scatter  colonies  of  vine  and  urango  growers, 
the  nnmbers  and  dimensions  of  whioh  ai*e  rapidly  in- 
creasing. 

The  mountain  barrier  across  the  State  is  deemed  by 
some  to  he  of  such  importance  that  it  should  be  a  politi- 
cal as  well  as  a  natural  division.     They  call  for  tho  coo- 
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ing  speculation  ever  flotirislied  here.  With  tliis  peace- 
able life,  jiossiljly  in  part  as  a  result  of  it,  there  has 
grown  np  in  tlie  people  an  intense  love  of  tbeir  land. 

"And  it  is  for  tlicir  own  section  of  the  State,"  he  goes 
on,  "  tliat  tins  love  exists.  They  trail  themselves,  not  Cul- 
ifornians,  but  Southern  Californiaus.  The  feeling  is  in- 
tense. I  can  onlj'  liken  it  to  the  overmastering  love  of 
the  old  Greek  for  t!ie  sumty  shoi*eB  tliat  lay  around  the 
^gean. 

"For  mj'Belf,  I  feel  ifuire  and  more  each  time  that  I 
visit  the  upper  portion  of  the  State  that  I  am  going  into 
a  strange  land.  And  the  impression  never  leaves  ine  till 
upon  my  return  I  look  down  from  the  crest  of  the  Te- 
hachapi  over  the  warm  South-laiKl" 

I  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  quote  tliesc  passflgcs, 
partly  because  they  are  auiusing,  partly  because  tl»ey  ac- 
centuate the  topographical  situation,  and  also  because 
they  attribute  a  character  almost  the  opposite  of  that 
which  exists.  Everywhere  is  bustle,  push,  and  enterprise. 
This  people  will  sell  you  a  corner  lot  or  quarter-section 
of  land  witli  as  great  a  gusto  as  any  other,  and  at  its  full 
value.  Whatever  effect  lapse  of  time  nmy  have  upon 
them,  the  present  inhabitants,  few  of  wlioni  are  born 
here  or  even  drafted  from  indolent  climes,  if  lotus- 
eaters,  are  of  a  very  wide-awake  eort. 


II. 

The  City  of  the  Angels  is,  in  general,  only  another 
San  Jo&d,  upon  a  more  hilly  site.  Its  population  must 
be  about  fourteen  thousand.  The  long  thoroughfare  of 
Main  Street  proceeds,  from  the  depot,  at  iirst  through  a 
shabby  Spanish  quarter,  locally  known  as  **Sonora,"  con- 
sisting of  one-story,  whitewashed,  adobe  houses.    Passing 


424 


out   ^fKXICO  ASti  HBR  LOST  PROVIKCKS. 


a  small  Spanish  plaza,  ect  with  pointed  cypresses,  and  tl 
principal  hotel,  the  Pico  Hotise,  it  becomes  lined  with 
cellent  buildings  of  the  modern  pattern.     Of  these    the 
Jiftndsome  "  Dukcr  Hloek"  is  most  notatjle.    Continuing 
the  ornate  "  Los  Angeles  Bank,"  Spring  Street  diver| 
at  a  small  angle,  and  eontribntca,  with  Main  Street, 
give  tlie  commercial  skeleton  of  the  town  the  shape 
a  Y  with  a  very  long  stem. 

On  Spring  Street  yon  find  a  common  little  post-offii 
the  municipal  offices,  and  a  brown,  Dutch-looking,  br 
buihiing,  standing  free,  originally  constructed  for  a  mj 
ket,  and  now  the  Court-house.    If  you  look  into  the  lol 
of  the  small  adobe  jail  you  will  find  that  some  Icisu] 
prisoner  of  the  frescoer's  trade   has  converted  it  inl 
resemblance  to  a  dungeon  scene  at  tlie  theatre.     Th< 
two  streets,  with  a  shorter  one,  Los  Angeles  Street,  par- 
allel to  Main,  containing  fruit  and  pro<lnce  couimission 
houses,  comprise  the  commercial  portion  of  the  city. 

New  buildings  are  seen  going  up;  the  shops  are  large 
and  well-appointed,  and  placards  oflFer,  in  the  usual  shib- 
boleth of  trade,  »*To  Reduce  Stock!"  "At  AVholcf 
Slaughter,"  and  '^  For  the  Next  Sixty  Days." 

A  serious  depression  afflicted  Los  Angeles  in  1875, 
the  time  of  the  general  depression  thronghout  the  Si 
but  that  has  been  succeeded  by  a  new  reign  of  activil 
Trim,  large  residences  of  the  more  prosf>erouB  merchai 
are  seen  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  Farther  out 
these  become  villas,  in  the  niidst  of  plantations  of  oranj 
and  lemon,  ruled  off  into  formal  plots  by  ditches  for 
rigation.  The  class  of  modest  means  abide  in  the  side 
streets,  in  frame  cottages.  The  German  Turn-hall  serves 
also  the  purpose  of  theatre  for  such  companies  as  come 
this  way. 

It  is  held  that  I^os  Angeles,  with  its  port  of  Wilmin^ 


now,  upon  the  completion  of  the 

Sonthern  Pacific  railroiiil,  tlio  en- 

tr<'jjfjl  and  Pacific  terriiiuus  of  a 

new  commercial  departure.     San 

Francisco,  it  is  said,  has  too  long 

eat  at  the  Golden  Gate  **  levying 

toll   on   every  pound   of  ireight  that  passes  through," 

and  this  selfish  greed  is  to  be  properly  rcbnked  by  the 

diversion  of  a  part  of  its  trade.     Enthusiastic  San  Diego 

expects  also  to  have  its  share.     The  \vickedne68  of  the 

proceeding  would  seem  to  depend  largely  upon  who  it  is 
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that  tfikos  the  toll.     T>os  Angeles,  it  19  held,  is  to  be 
I^yons,  and  San   l)ici;o  the  Mar:seille6,  of  tlic  State,  San 
Francifico  fitiil  reniaiiiing  its  Paris. 

Tlie  pepper-tree,  with  its  scarlet  berries  and  fern-lil 
leaves,  forms  the  leading  shade  and  ornaiucnt  of 
Angeles  streets.  Apart  from  tliese  a  einmp  of  palms 
grown  on  Sa!»  Petlro  Strwit,  and,  before  an  (nid,  octaj 
shaped  hou8o  on  Main  Street,  a  Mexican  nopal  of 
size  of  an  apple-tree.  In  the  court-yard  of  the  princi] 
hotel  droops  a  single  ragged  banana.  Tropicuil  fcatni 
in  tlie  vegetation  are  seareo,  but  it  is  evident  that  this 
not  the  fault  of  the  climate,  bnt  of  failurc  to  encourage 
them.  In  the  door-jards  are  the  Mexican  aloe  and  the 
Spanish  bayonet,  from  the  adjacent  deserts  of  Mohave 
and  iVrizona.  The  castor-oil  plant  grows  a  tall  weed  in 
neglected  places.  The  extraction  of  castor-oil  was  at  one 
time  an  industry  of  the  place,  but  is  now  abandoned. 


III. 

The  Mexican  element  must  be  something  like  onc-thi 
of  the  entire  population   of  the  place.     In  the  Spauig^ 
town,  "Sonora,"  the  recollection   of  Mexico  is  vevV 
but  a  very  shabby,  provincial  Mexico,     You  find  r/wy 
and  (*:qu'da^  the  two  varieties  of  intoxicating  liquor 
tilled  from  the  m^jn^y^  or  aloe.     The  dingy  little  ad< 
sliops  contain  samples  of  dingy  little  stocks  of  goods 
their  shuttered  loop-holes  of  windows.     A  few  swarthy, 
lantern-jawed  old-timers  bang  about  the  corners,  and  goa-  j 
sip  in  j>atoi9f  and  women  with  black  shawls  over  tli^H 
lieads  pass  by.     Mucli  of  the  quarter  is  in  a  ruinous  coB^ 
dition.     There  remain  vestiges  of  the  arcade  sysU 
the  kind  kuowu  in  some  form  to  all  tropical  or  semi 
ical  climates.    The  arcades  of  Sonora  arc  not  of  m 


LOS  AKGKLES, 


427 


brick  and  stone,  but  are  wooden  roofs,  such  as  are  put  out 

by  our  corner  grocers,  on  light  wooden  posts.  Here  and 
there  only  the  battered  skeletons  remain,  attaclied  to 
nuiious  bouses.  Most  Culitoinia,  niuiiicjpalitica  liave 
borrowed  sotiietliing  of  this  Spanish  idea.  At  Sacra- 
mento the  thriving  but  flat  and  not  atti-active  capital  of 
the  State,  you  can  walk  nearly  all  over  the  business  part 
of  town  under  cover. 

Thero  is  a  very  res|)ectable-lookiug  restaurant — a  vine- 
eiubowered  cott<ige — opposite  the  Pico  Uouse,  where  the 
familiar  iorti'UaJt,  or  pancakes,  and  frijoleSj  or  stewed 
beans,  may  be  had.  Along-side  is  an  adobe  church, 
quaint  in  p:ittern,  bnt  uiudern  and  duvoid  of  farther  in- 
terest. From  its  belfry  tlie  chimes  janglu  loudly  several 
times  a  day  in  familiar  Mexican  fashion.  Out  of  Sonora 
emerges,  on  the  10th  of  September,  the  Juarez  Guard, 
which  escorts  a  triuiiipbal  car  bearing  tlie  national  colore 
of  red,  white,  and  green,  and,  aided  by  a  cortege  of  dark 
little  maidens,  in  white  muslin  and  6lippei*s,  proceeds  to 
celebrate  with  appropriate  ardor  the  annivei'sary  of  Mex- 
ican independence. 

This  people,  who  have  gone  so  much  to  the  wall, 
wear  no  very  pathetic  aspect  in  their  adversity.  They 
are  for  the  most  part  engaged  in  coarse  labor,  are  im- 
provident, and  apparently  contented.  It  is  only  rarely 
that  a  Spanish  name — a  Pacheco,  a  Sepnlveda,  or  P^stndil- 
lo — rises  into  prominence  in  the  public  iiilairs  of  the  State 
of  which  tiiey  were  once  owners.  Old  Don  Pio  Pico,  the 
last  of  the  Spanish  Governors,  resides  here,  imjx>verifehed, 
in  a  little  cottage,  in  sight  of  property  of  great  value 
which  was  formerly  his,  and  of  the  plaza  once  the  centre 
of  his  authority. 

Don  Pio  is  one  of  the  picturesque  features  of  Los  An- 
geles, and  with  his  history  would  bo  esteemed  interesting 
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anywhere.    Al>ovo  eighty  years  of  age,  with  stocky  fi^ 
B([iiare  huaJ,aiui  bright  eyes,  contrasting;  with  his  bronze( 
skin  and  closc-croppod  white  hair  and  beard,  he  iias  a 
tain  resemblance  to  Victor  Hugo.     He  iias  a  rather  florid 
taste  for  jewelry.     lie  carries  himself  about  town,  iti  hi 
sliort  overcoat  with  velvet  collar  and  cufifa,  with  a  bearing 
stilt  erect  and  stately.     It  is  strange  to  tell,  bnt  true,  aw 
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it  is  evidence  of  the  conservatism  and  lack  of  adaptabl 
ity  of  his  race,  that  the  old  gentleman,  though  once 
ernor  of  the  State,  and  a  continnons  resident  of  it, 
American  citizen,  since  he  surrendered  it  to  Fremont  andi 
Stockton  in  1847,  does  not  yet  speak  a  word  of  any  other 
langnage  than  Spanisli.  The  talk  of  this  historic  person- 
age gave  bnt  a  rude  picture  of  the  state  of  society  in  hifl 
yonth.  Was  there  anything  in  the  world  so  remote 
the  California  of  the  years  1810  to  1S4S? 
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"I  ftiti  liiit  a  plait)  niul  iiiiafisuitiing  poi'son/^  he  said  to 
me.  '' M  V  ntlher  did  not  leavo  me  u  mule  nor  a  vjira  of 
ground.  I  worked  for  the  padres  at  the  Sau  Gabriel 
Mission  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  I  had  little  opportunity 
to  learn  book  knowledge." 

Ho  disclaimed  being  an  antliority  even  on  the  events 
of  his  own  fall  and  tlie  encruaelmientfi  of  the  Americans. 
'*  There  arc  many,"  he  said,  "  who  have  a  better  head  for 
those  things  than  I,  and  who  will  tell  you  better  than  L" 
.  .  .  .  "I  was  a  just  man,  however.  I  treated  the  rich 
no  better  tlian  the  j>oor.  Hence  when  they  asked  wlio 
was  h  inaa  Jitsfo  y  honrado- — the  most  just  and  honest 
man  —  for  Governor,  it  was  answered  with  one  accord, 
*Don  Pio  Pico.'" 

Tlieru  are  diSerenecs  of  opinion  about  those  ancient 
officials.  Some  of  them  have  been  eharge<l  with  a  whole- 
sale issue  of  3and-patenU  after  the  American  occwpatiou, 
which  patents  ostensibly  belonged  to  their  respective  ad- 
ministrations. Edwin  M.  Stanton,  sent  out  to  look  into 
these  matters  by  the  Attorney -general  of  the  United 
States,  re[)orted  at  the  time  that  **  the  making  of  false 
grants,  with  the  subornation  of  false  witnesses  to  prove 
them,  has  become  a  trade  and  a  business." 

The  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  in  1847,  by  which 
the  war  with  Mexico  wiis  concluded,  made  valid  and  of 
full  force  whatever  had  been  doiie  before  the  Aiiierican 
occnpatiou.  Spanish  governors  were  numerous  in  those 
Iiist  days,  and  wer»t  in  and  out  of  office  with  extraordinary 
frequency,  by  reason  of  plots,  counterplots,  and  the  in- 
ability of  the  home  government  to  enforce  its  own  will. 
Alvarado,  Carillo,  Micheltorena,  and  Pio  Pico  reigned 
separately,  or  together,  or  by  turns,  in  a  revolutionary, 
confused,  and  overlapping  way,  which  furnished  excellent 
opportunity  for  fraud.     One  prefers,  liowever,  not  to  lin- 
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ger  upon  uiiplenaant  BHspicions,  but  ratlicr  to  esteem 
fallen  digiiihiries,  few  of  wlioni  now  survive  after  theij 
niisfort lilies  and  romantic  liistories. 

Even  t!ie  ChincBe,  eingnlarlv  enough,  show  greatt 
terprise  than  tlie  Spanisli.  Perhaps  they  rnay  h&v« 
eouiewhat  better  warrant  for  corning  in  here  than 
wlicre,  since  ii  Chinaman  is  found  in  the  list  of  the  twel 
original  eettlers  of  the  town,  in  1781.  Tliey  have  pushed 
into  the  best  of  the  old  Spanish  adobe  houses,  once  tlidl 
best  of  their  kind  in  t!u'  State.  They  {►ccnpy  all  thosi 
wliich  fiank  the  little  plaza  with  an  entire  street, 
dehoucliing  from  it. 

The  populace,  liowever,  have  not  always  been  tin 
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ir  reconciled  tu  the  hapless  Mon<rolians.  In  an  ontbai'st 
»f  deadly  prejiidicCj  in  the  year  1.S71,  they  were  dnigged 
mt  of  their  ypaitish  houses  and  liurig  tu  laiiip-]>obU,  uag- 
m-tongiies^  and  their  own  door-ways,  to  the  number  of 

eighteen,  of  all  ages  and  sizes.     The  riot  was  occasioned 

l»y  their  resistance  to  some  process  of  a  deputy  .slieriff. 

My   informant  (iescribcd  them    to   me   ad   hanging  like 

bunches  of  carrots. 

At  present  they  were  putting  up,  near  the  site  of  these 
mgtiinary  scenes,  an  ornate  open-air  theatre  or  temple, 
»r  A  triennial  religions  festival,  to  lost  a  week  or  more. 


^ 


t 


IV. 

One  of  luy  pleasantest  days  at  Los  Angeles  was  that 
■which  I  spent  in  a  drive  with  the  Zanjero. 

The  Zanjero,  indeed  I  who  or  what  is  a  Zatjjero? 
I  Ilis  title  is  derived  from  the  Spanish  sanja — ditch — 
continued  down  from  the  times  of  tlic   original  settle- 
ment, and  he  is  the  otKcial  overseer  of  water  and  irri- 

tion.  lie  took  me  about  with  him  to  observe  this 
important  and  entertaining  part  of  the  economy  of  civ- 
ilization in  these  thirsty  regions.  Not  that  Los  Angeles 
is  so  dry  in  comparison,  for  it  has  thirteen  inches  of  rain 
against  two  at  Bakcrsfield,  bnt  it  is  in  abundant  need  of 
"  rigation. 

The  Zanjero  id  eh;cte4i  by  the  (.'ity  Connoil  anitually. 
Six  deputies  aid  him  in  the  summer,  reduced  to  tliree 
in  the  winter,  when  the  mlns  render  irrigation  hardly 
necessar}'.  AH  are  invested  with  the  authority  and 
badges  of  policemen. 

The  city,  tlie  Zanjero  tells  U3,  as  we  ride  along,  con- 
trols in  its  corporate  capacity  all  the  waters  of  the  Los 
Angeles  River.     Tlie  Los  Angeles  River  is  a  Southern 
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Califui'iiia  strcutn  of  tlie  typical  sort.  It  has  a 
Blmllow  bed,  ainiost  dry  at  the  uioineDt,  bat  in  BpHiig 
and  winter  it  brawls  ia  dangerous  fafhlon,  and  often 
carries  away  its  bridf^es.  We  ride  up  to  the  point  Rear 
a  certain  railroad  bi'idgc  where  the  water  is  tirst  diverted. 
It  is  taken  out  by  two  small  canals,  one  for  the  city 
proper,  one  for  the  thriving  suburb  of  East  Loa  Angeles. 
We  find  tiiat  the  dam  by  which  the  river  is  checked  for 
this  pur|x>s6  is  constructed  of  earth,  with  a  facin 
stout  posts  and  planliing.  At  tlic  beginning  of  win 
the  plunking  is  removed,  and  the  stream  allowed 
sweep  away  the  rampart  of  earth,  which  is  replace 
a  new  one,  the  succeeding  spring.  Chain-gangs  of  con-' 
victs  from  the  ]>risou  are  set  upon  this  labor. 

A  canal  is  Uiken  out  of  the  same  river  twelve  miles 
above,  which  supplies  water  for  drinking  and  irrigating 
the  higher  levelfci.  There  are  I  wo  very  different  levels 
in  the  contiguration  of  tlie  city,  one  rising  from 
other  with  great  abruptness,  as  at  Santa  Cruz. 

Upon  the  lieight  are  remains  of  tlie  fort  built  by  fre- 
niont  when  he  entered  the  city.  Directly  at  its  foot  is 
the  cottage  of  Pio  Pico;  the  big  hotel,  still  bearing  his 
name,  in  which  he  sunk  a  handsome  share  of  his  fort 
tlie  little  cypress-sttidded  plaza;  and  the  shabby  w 
quarter  of  8onora.  The  mass  of  the  city  lies  to  the  rigl 
without  striking  features.  Beyond  it,  toward  the 
stretch  breadths  of  a  russet  bloom  which  we  know  to 
vineyards,  together  with  lines  and  parallelogrnma  of 
orange  and  eucalyptus,  us  formal  as  the  conventional 
trees  in  boxes  of  German  toys.  Across  tho  nver, 
"Brooklyn  Heights"  and  "Boyle  Ileiglits"  rise  to  a 
wide,  rolling  table  land  {uiestt)^  which  extends  back  to 
blue  Sierra  Madre  Mountains.  Toward  most  of 
horizon  stretch  expanses  of  a  garden-like  vegctatio 
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a  mysterious  quality  —  the  dreamed-of  orange-groves  in 
mass. 

The  city  has  created  a  conwderable  part  of  its  debt 
by  its  water  system,  iu  which  it  has  spent  probably 
$200,000.  The  works  are  of  an  ephemeral  character, 
which  will  in  time  be  replaced  by  something  more  sub- 
stantial. The  simple  trenches  and  wooden  tlumes  permit 
of  wasted  water,  and  are  costly  to  keep  in  rcipuir.  One  of 
the  principal  ditches,  however,  is  carried  tlirougii  a  hill 
some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  iit  a  tunnel  of  six  feet  in 
section.  TheTO  liave  been  formed  also  numbers  of  dura- 
ble reservoirs  or  artificial  lakes  for  the  storage  of  addi- 
tional water  in  winter  to  eupplcment  the  river  at  its 
lowest. 

We  rode  out  among  the  villas  and  gardens  and  ob- 
served the  practical  application  of  the  water.  The  main 
ditches  are  three  feet  \ry  two,  the  lesser  about  twu  by 
one.  The  ^*head"  is  the  nominal  standai-d  of  measure- 
ment of  the  babbling  fluid.  The  head  should  be  a  sec- 
tion of  one  hundred  sfiuare  inches,  delivered  under  a 
certain  uniform  pressure,  but  it  is  in  practice  loosely 
adiniuistered. 

**The  irrigators  want  tlieir  work  dofit\^  says  the  Zan- 
jero;  "that  is  the  main  point.  Some  lands  take  more, 
others  less,  according  as  they  are  sandy  or  hold  water. 
A  head  of  tifty  inclics  on  the  east  side  will  do  as  much 
as  one  Iiundred  and  twenty  around  the  city." 

Fan-palms,  India-rubber-trees,  and  tall  bananas  grow 
freely  on  the  lawns  where  a  little  pains  is  taken.  Yon 
stop  now  to  e.\claim  at  a  comfortable  liome  embowered 
in  myrtle,  orange,  and  vines,  the  dark,  glossy  foliage 
starred  with  golden  fruit  and  red  roses,  a  spot  fur  any 
romance.  Again,  it  id  a  long  arcade  or  temple  of  arbor- 
vitse,  extending  across  the  whole  front  of  a  gai'den,  and 
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framing   in   its  arches  delicious  views  of   di&tant   blu 
monutaine,  tlieii*  tops  now  powdered  with  snow. 

Tills  land  of  running  brooks  should  be  a  fAinons  pla 
for  the  children  to  sail  their  boats,  thongh  as  a  matter 
fact  we  do  not  sec  them  doing  it.     Perhaps  there  is  a  la 
against  it.     There  arc  laws,  at  any  rate,  against  stealin 
the  water,  wantonly  raising  the  gates  to  waste  it,  or  tran 
fcrring  it  to   irrigators  outside  the  city  limits.     TJiese 
latter  are  entitled  to  it  only  npon  an  extra  payment  and 
after  those  within  the  city  have  been  supplied. 

As  all  irrigators  cannot  be  supplied  at  once,  the  man- 
ner of  serving  it  out  is  as  follows:  Applications  have 
to  be  made  in  the  last  week  of  each  mouth.  The  Za 
jero  then  apportions  the  supply  so  that  it  may  go  round 
among  the  ajtplicants  in  the  most  convenient  way.  The 
complete  cirenit  takes  abont  twenty  days.  The  applicant 
receives  a  ticket,  on  the  payment  of  a  fee,  entitling  him 
to  receive  the  water  on  such  a  day  at  such  an  hour.  The 
right  for  tiiat  time  is  exclusively  his.  The  rates  are  so 
fixed  as  to  reimburse  the  jiuhlic  treasury,  and  are  not 
intended  as  a  source  of  ptorit.  The  average  charge  for 
water  is  about  fifty  cents  an  hour,  two  dollars  a  day,  am 
a  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  night. 

The  subscriber  has  the  water  delivered  to  him  by  the] 
deputy  at  his  eonnecting-gate.     At  all  other   times  tho, 
gate  must  bo  kept  fastened  witli  a  padlock.     The  woodei 
gate,  eliding  smoothly  in  its  grooves,  is  like  a  little  guil- 
lotine. 

Chop!  goes  the  guillotine,  when  it  has  been  raised 
long  enough,  and  o£f  goes  tho  head,  as  it  were,  of  the 
little  stream.  Thns  surprised  on  its  way  among  the 
orchards  and  gardens,  it  writhes  and  twists  a  while, 
rises  again  in  its  coniining  box,  and  is  soon  ready 
begin  life  again  on  a  new  basis. 
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V. 

Lob  Anj^eies  is  the  motropolis  of  the  orange  trade,  but 
the  greater  part  of  the  culture  itself  is  in  tracts  of  the 
suiTonnding  country,  each  with  a  thriving  settlement  as 
its  nucleus.  The  liinds  iire  uKually  laid  out  and  subdi- 
vided by  capitalists,  under  the  "colony"  system,  as  de- 
scribed. Ten  or  even  five  acres  in  a  crop  of  siieli  value 
are  a  comfortable  property.  On  Lake  Guarda  half  an 
acre  in  lonvotis  is  snffieient  for  the  support  of  a  family. 
It  is  in  evidence  here  that  returns  of  from  IjlSOO  to  IjtlOOO 
an  acre  are  had  from  orange,  lemon,  and  lime,  after  the 
trees  liave  arrived  at  full  bearing. 

The  piazzas  of  tfic  orange-planters  command  attractive 
view8;  rose  and  heliotrope  bloom  round  them;  and  spec- 
imens of  all  the  fruits  are  offered  for  our  tasting  with 
lavish  hospitality  and  honest  pride  in  their  perfection. 

Wo  begin  with  Pasadena,  which  is  reached  by  a  drive 
of  ten  miles  from  Los  Angeles.  Pasadena,  the  Indiana 
CoIoi»y,  San  Ctabrielj  the  Lake  Vineyard  tract,  the  Al- 
hanibra,  Santa  Anita,  and  Sicri^a  Madre  tracts,  and  others, 
all  of  the  same  general  character,  adjoin  one  another. 
The  dwellings  in  them  are  those  of  people  of  means  and 
a  certain  taste.  Even  the  least  show  ambition.  Tliere 
are  pretty  chapels  in  the  Gothic  etylc,  and  neat  school- 
honses.  Well-dressed  children  of  a  city  air  are  met 
with  on  the  roads.  The  roads  arc  excellent.  No  vio- 
lent storms  or  thawing  snows  in  this  climate  tear  them 
up,  and  they  are  kept  in  order  with  little  trouble. 

The  door-yards  are  enclosed  with  hedge*?  of  lime»  arbor- 
vitie,  or  rose-bnshes.  Cnrious  small  circles  from  time  to 
time  attract  attention,  either  filled  with  water,  or  dry, 
like  the  rings  of  a  departed  circus.  These  are  reservoirs, 
supplementing  the  irrigation  system.     They  are  usually 
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tilled  by  artesian  wells,  which  flow  from  iron  pipes 
few  feet  above  the  ground,  tlio  water  overspreadiug  the' 
top  in  a  tliin  film,  like  a  globe  of  glass,  reflecting  neigb-^ 
boring  objects.     Such  globe-like  films,  sparkling  from 
distance,  are  a  frcqnent  item  in  the  prospect.     As  ihci 
Ima  never  been  any  forest,  no  unsightly  stumps  indicati 
recent  clearings.     The  conntry,  in  consequence,  does  uol 
look  new.     Where  settled  ut  all,  it  has  a  surprisingly  old 
and  civilized  air. 

The  temperature,  this  lato  November  day— on  whici 
there  are  telegrams  in  the  papers  of  snow-storms  nt  tin 
North  and  East — is  perfection.  It  is  neither  hot  lu 
cold.  A  sybarite  would  not  alter  it.  Bees  hum  in  th< 
profuse  clusters  of  heliotrotpe  about  the  poi*che8.  A  sin 
glo  Jacqueminot  rose  on  a  tall  stem,  a  beauty  whose  swaj 
will  not  be  gainsaid,  makes  its  vivid  crimson  felt  froi 
the  greensward  a  long  way  off.  Among  tho  older 
tates  this  is  pointed  out  as  the  home  of  '*  Don  Beuito/ 
that  of  ''Don  Tomus,''  so  and  so,  the  family  name  beinj 
usually  American.  Audacious  in  love  as  in  other  thingt 
enterprising  Americans  have  married  into  the  Spanu 
families,  both  before  and  since  the  conquest,  and  sni 
ceeded  to  their  acres.  Very  few  of  Spanish  stock 
retain  any  property  of  note. 

If  theixi  be  or  ever  existed  any  real  earthly  Paradise, 
think  it  might  bear  some  sncli  complexion  as  that  of  th^^j 
Sierra  Madro  Villa,  on  the  lirst  bold  rise  of  the  moutitaini 
.it  San  Gabriel.     I  cannot  vouch  for  it  as  a  liotel,  for  ho- 
tel it  is,  but  I  vouch  for  it  ns  a  situation. 

The  air  was  heavy  witli  tho  fragrance  of  extensive  avo- 
nnefi  of  limes  us  I  came  up  to  it.  The  orange-trees  wi 
propped  up,  to  prevent  their  breaking  under  their  weight' 
of  fruit.  Forty  oranges  on  a  single  bough  !  I  saw  it  with, 
my  own  eyes.    Some  of  llie  trees,  by  the  freak  of  a  reccul 


gale,  had  been  denuded  of  their  leaves,  which  left  only  the 
globes  of  golden  fruit,  a  lovely  decorative  effect,  on  their 
bare  fltcms.  A  view  of  thirty  miles  is  had  across  the  gar- 
den-like San  Gabriel  Valley,  to  a  strip  of  blue  sea  on  tlic 
horizon.  On  the  strip  of  bine  sea  rests  a  slight  brown 
spot,  the  jewel  of  Santa  Catalina  Island. 

Flowering  vines  cluetered  along  a  piazza,  part  enclosed 
in  glass.  In  a  warm  nook  a  conple  reclined  in  steamer- 
chairs,  one  reading  alond  a  novel  in  a  gentle  mnrninr. 
They  were  a  conple  of  recent  date,  and  as  the  place  for  a 
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lioiiej-moon  it  was  ideal.    The  orange  bears  a  close  resem 
bianco  tu  thu  foriiml  tree  which  llie  media^.val   painter^ 
used  to  represent  as  the  "  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  g' 
and  evil "  of  Genesis.     It  is  appropriatelj  placed,  th 
fore,  in  onr  earthly  Paradise. 

Hist!  The  jonng  woman  who  had  been  reading  takes 
her  stand  archly  at  one  side  of  sueh  a  tree.  The  man 
who  had  been  listening  rises  also,  and,  with  a  slight  yawn, 
places  himself  on  the  other.  Oh,  what  is  this?  Is  she  a 
new  Eve  ?  She  plucks  a  fruit,  and  hands  it  to  him.  Oh, 
this  is  terrible !  Is  there  to  be  a  fall  again  in  Eden,  and  all 
its  direful  consequences  ?  There  sliould  be  some  Orauach 
or  Durer  here  to  take  down  once  more  the  particulars  of 
the  distressing  scene.  What  does  Eve  wish  Adam  to  do? 
Perhaps  she  wishes  him  to  buy  lands — above  their  value 
— and  go  into  orange-planting  himself.     Alas!  he  will  be 
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lost  forever  to  the  higher  financial  life.     Perl 
is  the  invidious  real-estate  man. 

But  really  there  is  no  pressing  need  of  such  a  display 
of  fancy  because  a  young  matron  oilers  her  husband  a 
fresh  orange  before  dinner. 

Certain  di*awbacks — drawbacks  attending  upon  an  inju- 
dicious entering  into  this  apparently  fascinating  kind  of 
life — should  not  be  overlooked.  The  orange-tree  grows 
all  the  time,  and  calls  for  incessant  care,  winter  as  iu  sum- 
mer. Not  a  few  invalids  who  had  looked  to  its  culture 
as  a  ^xLHtime  have  broken  down  through  this  cause,  and 
through  having  taken  up  more  land  than  tliey  could  man- 
age. The  lesson  of  sucli  cases  is,  not  to  attempt  too  much, 
but  to  keep  to  the  five,  or  ten,  acres^  as  the  case  may  be, 
within  one's  capacity.  Nor  has  it  been  politic  to  put 
everything  into  the  single  crop  of  oranges.  The  small 
fruit* — peaches,  plums,  and  especially  apricots — for 
ning,  which  come  into  bearing  quickly,  arc  useful  in 
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ing  over  the  tedions  period  of  waitirifr  for  tlie  ornnfaje- trees 
to  mature,  uiid  arc  ulwuyti  in  jfrotitable  dejiuind.  To  start 
existence,  comfortable  here  the  new-comer  shoidd  have  a 
capital  of  from  tive  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  though  pecul- 
iar energy  may  do  with  less. 

It  requires  about  nine  years  to  bring  an  orange-tree 
from  the  seed  into  full  bearing.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  fountl  that  by  deftly  inserting  an  orange-bud  into  the 
bark  of  a  lemon-shoot  slittcd  in  an  X,  and  setting  this  in 
the  ground,  a  tree  can  bo  obtained  which  bears  market- 
able fruit  after  the  sceond  year.  The  controversy  rages 
as  to  whether  it  is  worth  wiiile  to  do  this,  Bince  the  prod- 
act  16  dwai*f,  like  the  dwarf  pear-tree.  Thougli  it  yield 
early  it  will  never  yield  much,  and  its  fruit  does  not  stand 
shipment  as  well  as  that  of  the  seedling.  Against  this  it 
is  maintained  that  it  lives  longer  than  the  seedling,  and 
yields  choicer  varieties  of  fruit,  and  that  the  fruit  is  more 
uniform  in  size  and  quality,  and  not  subject  to  a  singular 
form  of  destruction  which  sometimes  overtakes  that  of 
the  seedling — being  dashed  upon  its  own  thorns. 

In  the  same  way  conflicting  theories  of  irrigation  pre- 
vail. A  person  who  bonght  grapes  in  largo  quantities  for 
the  purpose  of  making  them  into  wine  told  mc  that  over- 
irrigation  was  rendering  them  watery  and  insipid.  He 
proposed  to  meet  tliis  by  establishing  a  standard.  He 
would  pay  twenty  dollars  a  ton  ftir  grapes  containing  twen- 
ty-three per  cent,  of  sugar,  and  for  those  below  standard 
less.  Plentiful  irrigation,  however,  is  relied  upon  to  coun- 
teract that  fatal  pest  of  the  vine,  the  phylloxera.  Some 
advocate  the  theory  of  irrigation  in  the  winter  or  rainy 
season  only.  All  the  water  possible  is  to  be  conducted 
upon  the  land  at  the  time  it  naturally  falls,  leaving  the 
soil  to  act  as  its  own  reservoir,  and  store  up  a  portion  fcr 
the  dry  season  ahead.    Others  even  deny  the  need  of  ir- 
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ripjation  altogether.     They  write  to  the  papers  that  i 
only  necessary  to  keep  the  surface  well  serntched  with  a 
cultivator,  and  a  supply  of  tnoistarc  will  always  be  fonnd 
a  few  inches  below  it.     It  is  certain  that  crops  both  of 
grapes  and  the  cereals  have  been  produeeil  from  uni 
gated  gronnd,eveQ  for  a  series  of  years.    But  then  co 
a  dry  year,  in  which  everything,  animals  as  well  as  plants, 
is  scorched  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 

"Ccrtaint}'  is  what  ia  wanted,"  says  a  lively  informant. 
"You  may  not  need  water,  as  you  may  not  a  revolver, 
all  the  time;  but  when  yon  do,  yon  need  it  awfnl  ba 
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VI. 

In  the  plain,  jnst  under  the  moiitttains,  lies  tlic  old 
lage  and  mission   cbni*ch  of  San  Gabriel.     Tho  mil 
dates  from  17C1.     It  was  founded,  like  the  other  missis 
of  California,  by  friars  sent  out  from  the  college  of 
Fernando,  in  the  city  of  Mexico.    I  recollect  well  the 
original  San  Fernando.    It  stands  on  tho  street  wl 
was  the  scene   of   Cortez's  disastrous   retreat  from   tHe" 
city,  and  is  marked  with  an  inscription  commemomtii 
the  famous  Leap  of  Alvarado. 

The  Mission  of  San  Gabriel  is  wortliy  of  its  pictiiresqnc 
origin.  It  has  the  same  massiveness,  color,  and  quaint  ro- 
coco details,  including  tlic  peculiar  battlement,  or  Spanish 
horn  of  dominion.  Six  old  greon  bronze  t>ells  hang  in  as 
many  niches  together.  Tho  fern-like  shadows  of  a  lino 
of  pepper-trees  print  tliemselvcs  in  the  sunshine  ngain&t 
the  time-stained  wall.  No  more  than  the  chnrch  cdii 
now  remains.  Great  agricnltural  establishments  col^" 
nected  with  all  these  missions  were  swept  away,  yi 
before  the  Anicricjin  occupation,  by  edict  of  the  Ml 
can  government.     Some  bits  of  broken  aqueduct,  am 
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few  oninge-trcc«,  above  a  hundred  years  old,  in  what  wm' 
once  the  mission  garden,  are  the  only  voHtigos  of  former 
pro8|>erity.     The  interior  of  the  chuixih  contains  a  fei 
battered  oh.l  religions  paintings,  the  worst  of  their  kind. 
It  is  doubtful  if  the  luxury  of  really  good  pictures  was 
ever  superadded  to  the  excellent  architecture,  for  which] 
there  was  a  natural  instinct.     It  is  a  commentary  on  the 
popular  estimate  iu  which  the  i>oor  old  master's  are  held, 
I  fear,  that  I  was  told  by  the  neighborhood: 

^*  You  mitst  see  thetn.     They   are  all  Raphaels  and 
Michael  Angclos." 

Tho  village  is  piqnantly  foreign.  Its  single  street  is 
composed  entirely  of  white  adobe  houses.  One  of  themi 
with  a  tumbling,  red-tiled  roof,  is  so  full  of  holes  that  it 
looks  as  if  it  had  been  shelled.  AH  the  signs  arc  in 
Spanish.  Here  is  the  sapateno^  or  shoemaker,  and  hci 
the  jxinaderia^  or  bakery.  The  south  walls  ai-e  hung^ 
with  a  drapery  of  red  peppers  drying  in  the  snn  to  pro- 
pare  the  favorite  condiment.  The  population  arc  a  hum-] 
ble  class,  who  gain  their  livelihood  for  thp  most  part  by] 
day-labor  on  the  surrounding  eatates.  They  are  not  too 
poor,  however,  to  retain  their  taste  for  festivity  still.  On 
the  occasion  of  some  notable  wedding  among  them  they 
will  manage  to  mount  on  horseback,  and,  surrounding  a, 
bridal  carriage,  driven  postilion-fashion,  return  from  tho; 
ceremony,  at  the  old  mission,  whooping  and  tiring  pistols^ 
in  the  air,  in  tho  most  gallant  and  InTarious  fashion. 

Near  by  is  the  large  estate  of  Sunny  Slope,  known  aa| 
one  of  the  most  successful  instances  of  the  putting  in 
practice  of  the  sanguine  theories  about  the  conntry.     It] 
has  been  acquired,  and  developed,  from  very  small  begin- 
nings.    It  consists  of  some  nineteen   hundred  acres  of 
land,  most  of  it  in  vines  and  omngcs.    There  is  a  lai 
wine  and  brandy  making  establishment.     Eight  thonsandj 
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boxes  of  oranges  mid  lemons,  four  hundred  thousand  gal- 
lons of  wino  and  one  hundred  thousand  of  brandy,  have 
been  produced  in  a  year. 

Tlie  dwelling-lionse  was  approached  by  a  stately  avcnno 
of  orangc-trccs,  in  double  lines,  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
in  length.  Tlie  road  to  the  large,  Bubstiintial  buildings 
of  the  winery  was  bordered  by  an  orchard  of  orange  on 
one  side  and  olive  on  the  other.  The  vineyards  stretched 
out  in   distant  effect  like   vast   reddish-tawny  meadows. 


^fT.>^ 
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At  the  winery,  blacksmithing  and  cooperage  were  going 
on  on  a  large  scale,  and  a  deft  Chinaman  was  construct- 
ing the  orange -boxes.  The  rich  juice  of  the  grape 
poured  in  floods,  and  its  more  conccntnited  form  as 
brandy  came  from  its  etill  as  clear  as  water.  All  dis- 
tilled spirit  is  natui-ally  colorless,  and  the  hues  it  obtains 
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for  market  are  given  by  burned  sugar,  to  gratify  s 
ticial  taste. 

The  liarids  arc  C71iiiiaincn  and  Mexicans.  The  supor- 
iulemlcnt  tells  us  that  the  former  do  tlio  most  work  and 
get  les8  pay,  but  that  tiiere  are  certain  things  wliicli  they 
cannot  do.  They  cannot  plough,  nor  prune  the  vinee, 
and  they  are  awkwai'd  in  the  management  of  an!) 
Indeed,  a  Chinaman  on  horsclmck,  or  even  in  a  wat 
Beenis  almost  as  incongruous  m  Jack  Tar. 

We  visited,  one  evening,  the  Chinese  quarters,  and  it 
would  have  been  liard  to  Und  a  more  clean,  donieatic- 
looking  interior  among  men  of  any  other  nationality  ia 
the  same  circumstances  of  life.  Tliey  seemed  ml 
more  orderly  in  their  arrangements  than  the  Mcx!caT?57 
either  those  from  the  village  or  those  who  had  a  settle- 
ment on  a  bold  slope  of  the  estate  above. 

There  is  much  native  Indian  bl*>od  am()ng  these  lal 
and  their  dwellings  were  half  wigwams,  patched  up' 
rubbish.  Mongrel  dogs,  a  donkey,  and  a  foundered  horse 
wandered  at  ease  among  them.  A  reddish-brown  urehid> 
with  large,  ]ic]uid  eyes,  coming  out,  paused  to  gnie  at  us. 

*-^  CW-r-re,  dnaonio  ds  trnwhacho T^  (It-r-nin,  demon  of 
a  boy!)  cried  a  slatternly  mother,  who  appeared  behj 
endeavoring  to  urge  Lira  upon  some  errand  of  pecitl 
expedition. 

But  tlie  demon  of  a  boy,  exemplifying  the  ti*ait8  ofl 
race,  had  no  idea  whatever  of  being  in  a  hurry.  On  the 
contrary,  having  removed  to  a  safe  distance,  he  dawdled 
in  the  most  exasperating  way,  and  continued  to  staro 
round-eyed  durir»g  all  of  our  critical  tour  of  inspectioi 

The  work  of  the  year  was  now  the  pruning  of 
vines.     Stripped  of  eve?'y  superfluity,  the  rugged  li| 
stocks,  regimented  veterans,  were  to  stand  bare  till 
exuberance  of  a  now  spring  should  again  break  forth "tiT 
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leaves.  Fnufitino,  Gaetano,  Incarnacion,  and  the  rest,  fur 
BO  they  are  called,  appear  to  picturesque  advantage  in 
this  work.  Their  swarthy  faces  are  framed  in  slouch 
sombreros.  They  wear  rcd-and-blue  shirts,  and  bright 
handkerchiefs  about  their  necks.  They  move  forward  in 
a  lino,  pruning-knifc  in  hand,  and  a  small  saw  at  the  belt 
for  the  tougher  knots.  The  spots  of  color  twinkle  upon 
the  russet  of  the  vineyard;  tlie  pruning-knivee  flash  as 
they  turn  to  the  sun;  the  ground  has  a  gentle,  agreeable 
fall;  and  splintered  granite  mountains,  with  deep  cations 
among  thora  for  exploration,  softened  by  a  veil  of  atmo&- 
l)herc,  back  up  the  whnlc. 

The  orange-tree,  even  at  a  great  age,  is  not  a£  large  as 
one  may  have  expected.  Even  those  of  a  hundred  years 
iu  the  mission  garden  are  not  above  two  feet  in  diame- 
ter. It  is  gratifying  to  bo  at  full  liberty  to  examine  this 
attractive  vegetation,  known  heretofore  only  in  its  tub 
iu  the  conservatory,  or  ou  the  staircase  at  a  ball.  Tliere 
seems  but  one  drawback  to  an  orange-grove,  and  that  is 
that  it  cannot  have  greensward  below  to  lie  upon.  It  is 
very  exacting — requires  all  the  nourishment  the  soil  can 
give,  and  the  soil  must  he  kept  loose  and  oj>en  around 
the  roots.  It  is  irrigated  about  once  a  month,  and  the 
surface  gone  over  with  a  cultivator  afterward,  to  prevent 
baking  up  in  the  sun. 

The  orange-grove  is  lovely  at  all  times,  mysteritms 
when  the  long  alleys  are  dark  against  the  red  sunset,  the 
fruit  glimmering  like  a  feast  of  lanterns  at  twilight;  and 
in  the  pleasant  mornings  sparkling  among  the  glossy 
leaves  like  little  snns  newly  risen;  while  we  catch  the 
perfume  of  blossoms  heralding  in  a  new  crop,  though  the 
last  still  hangs  uj)on  the  bough.  Here  and  there  is  an 
example  of  the  ouormons  shaddock,  which  resembles  the 
orange  in  appearance  but  the  lemon  in  character.     The 
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lemon  is  less  hardj  to  rear  than  the  orange,  and  is  not 
cultivated  on  as  large  a  scale.  Chinamen,  with  ladders 
and  baskets,  gather  the  frnit,  and  chatter  to  one  another 
from  the  trees  like  maf^pies.  It  is  irri<i;ation-day,  and 
ail  At  once  the  water  is  lot  on.  Twisting  and  tnrning 
this  way  and  that,  it  runs  ont  upon  the  thirsty  soil,  as  if 
with  an  eager  curiosity  in  the  embrace.  Chinamen  with 
hoes  follow  it,  here  throwing  up  little  dams,  which  it  tries 
to  evade;  there,  when  it  runs  slngj^ishly,  opening  little 
channels,  and  leading  it  wliere  it  should  go.  The  whole 
orchard  is  soon  babbling  musically  with  running  water, 
and  in  process  of  being  thoronghly  soaked. 
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XXIX. 

TO  SAy  DIBQO,  AND   TUS  MEXICAN  FRONTIER. 


TriESE  and  kindred  scenes  are  to  be  met  with  in  fifty, 
I  know  not  how  many  more,  localities  of  a  similar  M>rt 
San  Fernando,  Florence,  Compton,  Downey  City,  West 
minster,  Orange,  Tastin  City,  Oentralia,  Pomona,  axu 
Artesia  may  be  mentioned  as  leading  examples.  Tlu 
"colony"  government  is  of  a  simple  sort,  and  consi&ti 
of  a  jnstiee  of  the  peace,  constable,  water  overseer,  an( 
school  trustees.  Anaheim,  settled  by  Germans,  wai 
one  of  the  first  established  colonies,  and  has  become  i 
town  of  importance.  Santa  Ana  had  a  special  bustic 
at  present,  as  tlie  tcrminns,  for  the  time  being,  of  tbi 
railroad  in  process  of  building  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Diego. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  greatest  general  air  of  distin 
is  worn  by  Riverside.     This  colony  seems  to  have 
sought  to  an  exceptional  degree  by  persons  in  good 
Guinstances.    It  is  fifty-seven  miles  lower  down  than 
Angeles,  and  reached  by  a  drive  of  seven  miles  south 
from   the  Southern   Pacific  Kiiilroad  at  Colton. 
miles  north  of  Colton,  on  the  other  hand,  takes  yo 
San  Bernardino,  an  important  place  of  six  thiiusand 
pie,  originally  settled  by  Mormons.     The   regular 
mons  witlidrow  to  Utah  by  order  of  Brigham  Young  on 
the  threat  of  the  coercive  war  there  in  1857,  and  only 
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ft  few  *' JoBephites"  now  remain,  whose  practices  do 

dilTer  greatly  froni  those  of  otlier  jxiople. 

At  Hiversidti  is  fuuud  a  contiimons  belt  of  Bettleiiii 
and  cultivation  twelve  miles  long,  by  two  miles  in  avei 
width.  It  will  l>o  twenty  long  when  all  complete.  Tlj 
population  is  not  large,  but  revels  in  a  great  deal  of  rot 
The  general  situation  is  a  valley  of  about  forty  mil 
square,  at  an  elevation  of  twelve  hundred  feet  above  the 
sea.  The  access  to  this  valley  is  by  four  several  passes, 
one  each  on  the  north,  sontli,  east,  and  west,  as  if  so  many 
doors  had  been  providentially  left  open  in  the  encoi 
passing  mountain  ranges.  Tiie  settlement  forms  an  os 
in  the  midst  of  the  desert,  after  the  general  plan, 
fresh  greenness,  and  canals  of  clear  water,  along  whu 
sylvan  glimpses,  almost  English,  are  met  with,  deri?j 
added  charm  and  interest  from  tlie  desert.  The  rest 
the  high,  quadrangular  valley,  capnble,  no  doubt,  of  as 
great  dovelopinent,  if  water  can  be  brought  upon  it, 
mains  in  its  natural  condition. 

A  love]y  drive,  called  Magnolia  Avenue,  planted  with 
double  rows  of  pepper  and  eucalyptus  trees,  extent 
through  the  Icugth  of  thu  place  from  north  to  soul 
It  [^  bordered  with  homes,  making  pretensions  to  much 
more  than  comfort.  The  best  of  these  are  at  the  divisii 
called  Arlington,  four  miles  below  the  post-otfice  of  Ri 
erside  proper.  The  native  adobe,  or  sun-dried  brick,  st 
plemented  with  ornamental  wood-work,  ha.s  been  need 
material  with  excellent  eflFcct.  In  the  interiors  are  fom 
tu^i  jMfriiere^j  Morrises  wall-papers,  and  all  the  paraplu 
nalia  of  the  latest  Eastern  civilization;  and  there  is 
archery  club  and  a  "Gerinan.'- 

Invalidism  is  heard  of  with  considerable  frequency 
an  excuse  for  the  migration  hither.     Certainly  many 
vantages  offer  to  the  invalid.    The  climate  |>crmit6  bim 
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^^^^^^  ADOBS    RICSIDUCK  AT    BirKRVlDK. 

^Kto  be  Jiliuost  constantly  ont-of-doors.    The  ak}'  is  bine,  the 

^fBun  uiicloudeJ,  nearly  every  day  in  the  year,  and  he  can 
go  into  his  orcliard  and  concern  hiini^elf  about  his  Navel 
or  Brazilian  oranges.  Ins  paper-rind  Si.  Mifhaels,  and  Iiis 
Tidiiti   seedlings,  witli  little   let  or  hinderancc.     Orange 

Hcnlture  affords  him  both  a  career  and  a  i-evenue.  If  the 
unchanging  blue  of  the  sky  grow  Bometimes  inonotonons, 

^^ there  arc  other  distractions  in  the  noble  mountain  ranges. 

^pltiverside  has  in  this  resource  a  touch  of  the  charm  of 
Switzerland.  Yonr  entertainer  points  out  to  yon  from 
his  piazza  the  great  peaks  of  Greylock,  San  Bernardino, 
and  San  Jacinto,  from  ten   to  twelve  thousand  feet  in 

^■height}  and  crowned  with  snow  for  a  considerable  part 
of  the  year,  just  as  the  Jungfraii  is  pointed  out  from 
Interlaken  an<l  Mont  lilatic  from  Geneva. 

^b  It  is  a  description  that  applies  to  all  of  Southern  Cal- 
ifornia, that,  however  great  the  ]»cat   by  day — in  mid- 


Bununcr  often    a  hundred  and   Bve   in    the   shade — the 
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nights  arc  always  cool  and  refreshing.  Sanstroke  is 
known.  Nor  arc  the  violent  thunJcr-stornis  with  Avhich 
Nature,  with  ns,  endeavors  to  restore  equilibrima  afte« 
having  exhausted  its  most  oppressive  warmth.  Tha 
great  drawback  here,  as  tliere  mui?t  always  be  some 
drawback,  consists  in  occasional  heavy  "  northers,''  whichi 
gather  up  the  dust  from  the  dry  surface  and  prodacot 
painful  dust-storms  of  two  or  three  days'  dnration. 


rri 
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Id  antnmn  and  winter  the  temperature  is  chilly  enongh 
to  make  fires  a  necessity  morning  and  evening,  and  cvenj 
all  day  long  in  apartments  shut  off  from  the  intlueni 
the  sun.     I  was  astonished  to  find  tlie  air  so  k< 
these  times,  and  a  scam  of  ice  forming  upon  water 
morninirs  even  as  far  down  as  San  Dieffo.     The  cold  Ima 
a   penetrating  quality  l>eyond    \i»  register  by  the 
mometer.     This,   though    usually  overlooked,  is   ii 
taut,  since  fuel  is  very  scarce  and  corre8i>ondingly  d«AT 
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Fagots  of  the  prunings  of  tlie  cottonwoods,  sycamores, 
and  incsquit-trees  along  the  beds  of  the  streams  arc  the 
principal  resource.  Such  coal  as  can  be  obtained  is  both 
costly  and  of  poor  quality. 

The  water  for  the  irrigation  of  Riverside  is  taken  from 
the  swift  little  stream  of  the  Santa  Ana  River,  which 
falls  80  rapidly  within  a  short  compass  that  it  is  feasible 
to  take  out  two  separate  canals  with  a  diilcreiice  of  thirty- 
five  feet  in  their  levels.  On  all  sides  lands  are  held  at 
$2('U  and  ^300  per  acre,  and  when  the  orange-trees  have 
come  into  good  bearing,  at  $1000,  which  but  a  few  ^'ears 
ago  were  purch;ised  at  a  dollar  and  a  qiuirtcr  an  acre. 

All  these  places  have  their  loc:il  rival ricSj  though 
Southern  California  as  a  whole  is  ready  to  unite  in  vin- 
dicating its  peculiar  claims,  against  the  outside  world. 
All  have  their  pamphlets  to  distribute,  containing  their 
tables  of  mean  temperatures,  altitudes,  analyses  of  soils, 
and  claims  to  regard,  as  based  upon  nearness  to,  or  ab- 
sence from,  some  particular  natural  feature.  Thus  the 
coast  counties  take  leave  to  pride  themselves  upon  a 
genial  average  of  temperature,  owing  to  their  proximity 
to  the  sea.  They  are  free,  they  say,  from  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  attiicting  those  which  arc  shut  in  behind 
the  mountain  barriurs.  The  inland  counties,  on  the  other 
hand,  congratulate  themselves  that  their  lot  is  cast  where 
the  mountains  form  au  etHcient  defence  against  the  i-aw 
fogs  and  gusts  which  must  necessarily  afHict  those  direct- 
ly exposed  to  the  chilly  ocean. 

These  petty  rivalries  are  a  part  of  the  history  of  all 
new  countries,  and  pass  away  with  the  development  of 
population  and  trade.  There  seems  no  need  of  jeal- 
ousies, since  there  is  encouragemeut  enough  for  all  in 
tijcir  several  ways.  The  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico  have*  just  been  opened  to  trunspurtatiuu  by  rail 
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from  this  quarter.  The  lands  suitable  for  the  cnltival 
of  the  "citrus  fruits"  are  limited  iu  extent.  The  mar- 
ket 18  much  more  likely  to  improve  than  decline,  cveai 
when  production  sliall  have  largely  incre-aaed  beyond  its* 
present  rate,  Uigh  railroad  freights  were  at  one  time  a 
cause  of  alarm.  The  making  of  an  "orange  wine"  was] 
proposed  as  a  resource  for  using  up  the  surplus  crop  of 
this  kind.  The  cxpcritncnt  was  not  a  success,  but  it  ifl 
not  likely  to  be  needed.  Freights  have  declined,  and' 
will  decline  moi'e  with  the  building  of  projected  newl 
roads.  Shipments  of  oranges  have  been  successfully 
made  from  this  section  as  far  away  as  Uenvcri  Chit 
and  St.  Louis. 


iicai 


II. 

Great  things  are  predicted  for  Wilmington,  a 
port  twenty-two  miles  to  the  south-west  of  Ix)s  \i\{ 
The  extensive  works  undertaken  liere  by  the  raili-oad 
the  United  States  governmtMit  are  still  incomplete,  and 
it  is  but  a  dreary  little  place  in  its  present  conditioD. 
However,  great  ports  have  never  been  selected  primarily 
for  picturesqucncBs,  but  in  accordance  with  such  conn 
cial  necessities  as  short  lines  of  transit,  easy  grades, 
convenience  for  shipping.  Wilmington  had  few  natm 
conveniences  to  oiler.  There  were  originally  but  eighth , 
een  inches  of  water  on  its  bar.  This  has  been  increafied 
to  ten  feet.  An  enormous  jetty,  6700  feet  long,  extend- 
ing out  to  what  is  called  Dead  Man's  Island,  is  nnder 
construction.  It  is  to  force  the  tide  itself  to  do  the  duty 
of  econring  out  the  bottom,  so  that  a  ship  channel 
eral  miles  long  will  eventually  be  secured. 

Santa  Monica  is  another  small  port  at  the  end 
branch  railroad  from  Los  Angeles,  sixteen  miles  dircctlyi 
west,  and  somewhat  famed  as  a  sca-sidc  resort.     It  lias  a! 
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hotel  of  congidenible  sizO;,  and  a  bold  Bituation  on  a  pret- 
ty horseshoe  bay.  The  beach  is  of  fine,  hard  sand ;  and 
the  temperature  admits  of  bathing,  if  one  be  inclined  for 
it,  all  the  year  round.  The  l»oi>e8  which  were  at  one 
time  entertained  by  capitalists,  like  Senator  Jones,  of 
Nevada,  of  makirjg  the  place  a  great  shipping  point, 
have  been  for  the  present  abandoned.  It  was  to  have 
been  tlie  Pacific  terminns  of  a  new  through  line  from 
the  East,  coming  by  way  of  the  Cajon  Pass.  A  wharf 
1500  feet  lung  was  built,  and  a  breakwater  proposed. 


^' 
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From  here,  or  from  Wilmington,  yoa  sail  np  the  coast 
to  San  Buenaventura  and  Santa  Barbara — favored  by  in- 
valids. These  places  have  as  yet  no  railroad,  but  must 
before  long  come  into  the  general  system.  Rotli  are  on 
that  sheltered  stretch  of  the  coast  which,  from  Point 
Conception,  makes  a  sharp  turn  to  the  eastward,  and  has 
direct  suiitliern  ex[>osurc  and   a  view  of  tlie  islands  of 
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Sauta  Barbara  Chutiiiel.  Santa  Barbara,  on  its  prat 
side,  has  devoted  more  Attention  than  most  places  to  tli4 
culture  of  the  olive — an  industry  still  much  in  its  infailj 
cj.  Some  of  the  cultivators  Imve  provided  theinsclvol 
with  a  machinery,  which  costs  about  a  thousand  dullaraj 
for  expressing  the  oil.  As  a  condiment  the  fruit  is  ii«i 
pickled  green  here,  like  the  Spanish  olive,  but  ripe  anq 
black.  It  may  be  that  a  special  education  is  ncede* 
liking  each  variety  of  olives,  as  it  is  for  acquiring 
taste  in  the  bei^iuiiin*?.  Those  here  are  of  a  sniall  varfl 
ty,  descending  from  the  old  mi&eion  times,  and  it  is  Lai 
not  to  iiud  them  either  insipid  or  bitter.  The  leadini 
shipment  from  Sun  Buenaventura  is  lioney,  A  nii]H< 
pomnlfl  i>cr  annum  from  Ventura  County,  of  which  it 
the  capital,  iti  nut  an  unusual  product. 


III. 

I  sailed  from  Wilmington  to  San  Diego.  I  einbarket 
ill  the  evening  in  a  small  tug,  which  steamed  down  thi 
tortuous  windings  of  the  channel,  past  black  lighters  thai 
Whistler  would  havo  liked  to  etch,  and  past  Dead  Mau'd 
Island,  and  transferred  us  on  board  a  coast  steamer  w&in 
ing  without.  Kext  morning  we  were  at  our  destination^ 
a  hundred  miles  below.  San  Diego,  rising  on  a  gentl^ 
slope,  makes  a  pretty  ap|>earance  from  the  water.  A 
United  States  barracks  (yellow),  with  a  flag-staff  rising  iq 
the  centre,  is  the  most  prominent  object  in  front.  Yoq 
round  an  immensely  long,  narrow  sand-spit  of  a  penin| 
sula,  which  contributes  to  form  the  excellent  small  hat^ 
bor,  and  make  fast  to  an  immensely  long  mooring  wbarfi 
It  is  a  feature  of  all  California  ports  to  have  immensel| 
long  wharves.  To  the  loft  is  *'01d  Town,"  its  Ijoac! 
where  Dana  once   loaded   hides  in   his   famous   ^ 
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Years  Before  the  Mast,"  now  the  site  of  a  Chinefie  fish- 
ing village.  To  the  right  is  braiul-new  "  NatioDftl  City,*^ 
the  loi;ation  of  the  ehopB  aud  exteusive  depot  grounds 
for  the  new  railway.  In  the  centre,  at  abont  four  miles 
from  either,  lies  **  New  Town,*'  San  Diego  proper.  All 
together  have  a  population  of  about  live  thousand. 

As  we  came  up  to  the  wharf  a  locomotive^  starting 
from  National  City  on  the  new  track,  made  the  circuit 
of  tiie  water-front,  with  one  long,  shrill  scream,  which 
was  taken  up  by  the  hills  and  echoed  back.  Gods  and 
men  were  no  longer  to  remain  ignorant  that  Sau  Diego 
had  at  last  caught  up  with  its  future  and  had  its  rail- 
road. 

It  was  cruelly  disappointed  when  it  was  to  be  the  ter- 
minus of  the  Texas  I'acilic,  transcontinental,  road.  The 
panic  of  *73  prevented  tlie  capitalist  "Tom  Scott"  from 
negotiating  the  foreign  loan  which  was  needed  for  ite 
completion.  That  enterprise  was  abandoned,  and  a  half- 
mile  of  graded  road-bed  alone  remains  as  a  sort  of  tumu- 
lus to  the  blighted  hopes  and  bitter  memories  of  the 
time.  The  name  of  the  unfortunate  "Tom  Scott"— 
Binee  defunct — remains  also  a  byword  and  a  reproach. 
Now,  however,  the  "California  Southern"  is  actually  at 
work,  and  under  contract  to  complete  the  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  miles  ueccssjiry  to  meet  the  Southern  Pacific, 
at  a  point  near  San  Bernardino,  within  a  sliort  time.  It 
is  to  be  a  link  in  the  new  "  Atlantic  and  Pacitic,'*  which 
is  to  follow  the  thirty-fifth  parallel,  and  become  a  trans- 
continental road  by  means  of  connection  with  the  Atchi- 
son, Topeka,  and  Santa  Fe. 

The  capital  and  management  of  the  California  Southern 
are  largely  supplied  by  the  same  Boston  company  direct- 
ing the  Mexican  Central,  the  line  to  Guaymas  from  the 
Arizona  frontier,  and  others.    A  farther  road  is  projected 
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by  tbctn  eastward  from  San  Diego  to  Calabasas,  passing 
through  Port  YBabel,  at  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Califor- 
nia. This  can  be  more  clieaply  built  below  the  Mexican 
frontier  than  on  this  side,  owing  to  special  exemptions 
there  to  be  had  from  taxation,  and  the  lower  rates  of 
labor.  It  is  thought  that  the  Southern  Pacific  will  also 
be  compelled  by  competitiou  to  build  across  from  Yuma. 
Uopefl  are  still  entertained  also  of  the  derelict  Texas  Pa- 
cific. With  all  this  in  prospect,  it  will  be  seen  that  San 
Diego  has  justification  for  making  a  good  deal  of  stir.  It 
claims  to  be  luuidreds  of  miles  nearer,  than  San  Francis- 
co, to  New  Orleans  and  New  York,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Orient  on  the  other^  and  is  correspondingly  cheerful. 

A  hand-car  on  the  long  wharf  conveyed  our  baggage 
into  tlie  town  while  we  walked  l)efiide  it.  The  town,  be- 
ing reached,  is  found  a  place  of  loose  texture.  It  has  a 
disproportionately  large  hotel,  the  Horton  House,  built  in 
anticipation  of  the  rapid  arrival  of  its  future  greatness, 
and  a  loss  to  its  original  proprietor.  The  blue  shades 
were  down  and  the  plate-glass  windows  dusty  also,  with 
an  expectant  look,  in  much  of  the  "Horton  Block,"  op- 
posite. After  '73  half  the  shutters  in  San  Diego  were 
pnt  op.  Tliey  have  come  down  now,  however,  and  prob- 
ably to  stay. 

There  is  a  charming  view  of  the  harbor  and  blue  ocean 
from  the  upper  slopes  of  the  town.  Part  of  the  view  is 
a  group  of  bold  Mexican  islands,  the  boldest  of  these, 
Coronado,  a  solid  mass  of  red  sandstone,  which  Amer- 
icans have  tried  to  get  for  a  quarry,  without  success. 
Yes,  here  is  Old  Mexico  once  more;  we  have  come  back 
to  it.  The  high,  fiat-topped  peak  of  Table  Mountain  marks 
it  unmistakably.  It  is  customary  to  drive  down  to  "the 
Monument,"  set  up  on  tho  dividing  line  of  Baja  (Lower) 
California,  but  the  excursion  is  without  special  interest. 
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The  chronic  condition  of  ehntters  in  San  Diego  **  Old 
Town"  IB  to  he  *'up,"  timt  is,  so  far  ns  it  can  be  said 
to  have  any  shutters  yet  reoiaioiDg.  It  dates  from 
1769,  Disadvantageously  situated  in  regard  to  the  bay^ 
it  began  to  be  deserted  in  favor  of  the  newer  site  abuut 
ten  years  ago.  Nottiing  could  seem  more  desolate  than 
it  is  now.  Tlie  usual  old  mission,  with  a  few  palms  and 
olives  about  it,  stands  in  a  valley,  up  the  pretty  San  Die«o 
River,  and  the  earthworks  of  Commodore  Stockton,  who 
throw  them  up  one  night  before  the  enemy  knew  he  wns 
asliore,  are  seen  on  a  hilK  Rents  should  bo  cheap  in  Old 
Town,  but,  according  to  the  gossips  who  still  sit  around 
the  decayed  old  plaza,  they  are  not.  The  owners  hold 
them  stiflly  yet,  on  what  theory  Heaven   only  knows. 
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The  plaza  has  a  toppling  flag-staff,  a  decayed  nmsic-stand, 
and  vestiges  of  a  number  of  burned  edifices,  which  have 
never  been  worth  anybody's  while  to  build  up  again. 
The  "Merchants'  Exchange"  will  never  supply  cocktails 
to  thirsty  soul  again;  the  Cosmopolitan  Hotel  is  without 
a  guest;  whole  rows  of  weather-beaten  adobes  —  wholoi 
quarters — stand  vticant.  It  should  bo  a  great  place  for* 
ghosts.  But  perhaps  they  do  not  care  for  one  anotber^s 
society.    Tlie  children,  coming  from  school — for  there  is. 
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it  seenis,  a  school — amnse  themselves  with  knocking  at 
and  rattling  the  vacant  doors;  then  thcj  peer  in  at  the 
broken  window-panes  and  about,  and  ran  langhing  away. 


In  leaving  San  Diego  I  traversed  tlie  surveyed  lino  of 
the  new  railroad  almost  due  northward.  A  thirty-mile 
section  of  the  railroad  was  already  built.  The  rest  of  the 
journey  was  made  by  wagon,  with  an  occasional  half-day's 
pedestrianism,  for  which  the  dry,  smooth  surface  of  the 
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ground  is  well  adapted.  It  afforded  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing the  acquaintance  in  a  leisurely  way  of  some  of  the 
ranchmen,  small  and  great,  of  the  old  school.  The  prin- 
cipal one  of  these  was  Don  Juan  Forster  (deceased  since 
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before  the  American  conqaest.  It  was  so  long  before 
that  he  had  welluigh  forgotten  his  Engliali,  and  had  to 
learn  it  over  again  when  the  Americana  arrived.  The 
Seflora,  a  sister  of  Governor  Pio  Pico,  never  learned  it 
at  all,  any  more  than  her  conservative  brother. 

Don  Juan's  estate,  the  Santa  Margarita  Ranch,  com- 
prised an  area  of  twenty-seven  miles  by  fourteen,  or  one 
liundred  and  forty-five  thousand  acres  of  land.  There 
was  one  fence  seventeen  miles  in  length,  and  another 
ten.  The  owner  had  made  two  distinct  efforts  to  coK 
onize  a  portion  of  his  land,  wltliout  great  success.  He 
had  offered  in  London  to  give  forty  acres  and  the  ose  of 
three  cows  and  two  horses  to  whoever  would  pnt  opon 
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tbe  laud  improvements,  in  the  shape  of  houses,  vinej^ 
etc.,  to  tbe  amount  of  ^1000. 

The  Santa  Margarita  ranch -house  is  of  adobe,  t< 
thick-walled,  with  a  terrace  in  front,  and  an  interim 
court.  The  waiting'  at  table  was  by  a  broad-faced  Iii 
dian  woman  in  calico.  All  the  domestic  service  was  per« 
formed  by  mission  Indians,  except  the  cooking,  for  wbicl^ 
a  CJbinaman  bad  lately  been  secured,  with  tbe  view  oj 
having  meals  on  time.  The  manner  of  living  on  theeO 
great  places  was  found  comfortable,  but  withont  the 
"princel}'''  features  attributed  to  it  in  some  of  the  hi 
colored  narratives  of  former  travellers. 

The  greater  part  of  the  available  laud  in  the  sectfo 
was  devoted  to  pasture.  The  cereals  were  cultivated,  buft 
not  much  fruit.  Barley  is  the  favorite  cereal,  as  less  lia-t 
ble  to  **  rust"  and  spoil  than  wheat  Hay  is  made,  not  of! 
grass,  but  of  wheat  and  barley  straw,  cut  green,  with  tha^ 
milk  still  in  it.  Bee-culture  is  an  important  industry.  Ai 
number  of  varieties  of  wild  sage,  wild  buckwheat  and 
sumac,  furnish  the  bees  exceptionally  good  provender. 
Rows  of  the  square  hives,  painted  in  colors,  wore  oftei^] 
seen  districted  into  little  streets  on  the  hill-side,  or  &1 
the  mouth  of  some  small  eaflon,  like  a  miniature  cit; 

Before  reaching  Don  Juan  Forster's  tlie  old  missi 
San  Luis  Rey  is  encountered,  in  the  hamlet  of  the 
name.  It  is  almost  Venetian  in  aspect.  The  whole  ex 
terior  was  at  one  time  faced  with  a  diagonal  pattern  reJ 
calling  that  of  the  Ducal  Palace.  The  pile  was  mined 
by  a  Mormon  contingent  of  the  American  forces  engagedi 
in  the  conquest  of  the  State.  Parts  of  the  heavy  adobe 
walls  and  buttresses  have  fallen  in,  and  resolved  tbeai-i| 
selves  back  into  their  original  element  as  mere  eftrthl 
heaps.  The  images  have  been  shot  and  hacked  downj 
and  a  yawning  cavern  was  excavated  behind  I 
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altar  in  search  of  fancied  treasure.  Upon  a  floor  strewn 
with  eneh  dehns  and  with  fragments  of  red  tiles  the  day- 
light falls  curiously,  through  holes  in  the  broken  roof 
and  dome. 
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SAV  LDIS  RET. 

The  railroad  tmverses  some  striking  natural  scenery. 
Most  notable  is  the  Temecnla  Cafion,  a  gorge  of  a  wild 
and  grand  descriptioD,  ten  miles  in  length,  through  the 
Coast  Range.  A  brawling  stream  runs  down  its  centre. 
The  gorge  was  filled  with  a  busy  force,  as  we  passed,  ter- 
racing np  the  track  along  its  sides,  sometimes  on  the 
natnral  rock,  sometimes  on  a  cyclopcan  retaining-wail  of 
immense  bowlders.  Toward  evening  every  day  the  firing 
of  heavy  blasts  reverberated  up  tlie  defile  like  a  cannon- 
ade. The  main  part  of  the  laboring  force  consisted  of 
Chinamen.  They  had  utilized  the  shelving  ledges  and 
random  nooks  by  the  stream  for  their  tents  and  cooking- 
ovens  with  great  ingenuity.  The  Mexicans  and  Indians, 
who  formed  the  contingent  next  in  importance,  were  in 
every  way  less  provident.  The  surveyors  were  found 
pleasant  and  hospitable  fellows,  as  surveyors  at  the  scene 
of  their  labors  are  apt  to  be.     Compactness  and  eonvcni- 
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ence  had  been  reduced  to  the  lowest  terms,  bnt  a  pleasant 
existence  eecincd  possible  in  their  small  tents.  'A  Chi- 
neee  cook  was  attached  to  each  camp,  and  the  provisions 
and  fare  were  excellent. 

While  coming  up  in  the  construction-train  over  the 
section  of  already  completed  road  we  had  the  distinc^ 
tion  of  being  waited  on  by  a  servant  of  rather  uncom- 
mon pretensions.     TLis  was  a  certain  '^  Charley/'  a  shock- 
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headed  boy  of  fourteen,  son  of  a  later  Tichbomo  claim- 
ant, who  had  strangely  arisen  at  San  Diego  just  then, 
and  announced  his  purpose  of  again  contesting  the  title. 
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Though  serving  in  a  menial  capacity — wliile  his  father, 
who  claimed  to  Lave  good  and  sufficient  reason  for  hav- 
ing kept  qniet  till  now,  was  taking  the  necessary  steps  to 
secure  the  long-lost  title  and  fortune— "Charley **  was 
deaf  to  all  banter  on  the  subject.  lie  was  supercilious 
and  firm  in  the  faith  that  lie  too  was  a  Tichborne. 

'*  And  don't  yon  forget  it,"  he  threw  out  to  us  by  way 
of  a  parting  injunction. 

Out  of  the  canon,  at  the  van  of  the  constmction  work, 
we  were  on  the  Teniecula  Plains,  a  part  of  the  Upper 
Santa  Ana  Valley.  The  course  of  the  road  was  marked 
henceforth  only  by  an  occasional  surveyor's  stake.  We 
rode  over  fifty  miles  of  absolutely  treeless,  verdureless 
desert.  It  was  desert,  however,  with  a  certain  fascina- 
tion in  its  sterility.  It  had  a  distinct  beauty  of  coloring. 
The  brown,  drab,  and  blackish  waste,  catching  sparkles 
of  light  on  its  flinty  surface,  shimmered  in  the  sunshine. 
The  beat  was  tempered  by  a  gentle  breeze.  Crags  of 
black,  water-worn  rock,  which  had  once  been  reefs  in 
an  inland  sea,  rose  in  bold,  fantastic  shapes,  and  noble 
monntain  ranges  stood  np  along  the  distant  horizons, 
their  rngged  harshness  softened  into  blues  and  purples 
by  a  delicious  veiling  atmosphere. 

Half-way  across  we  fell  in  with  a  single  sign  of  human 
life,  ia  the  shape  of  an  abandoned  pine  shanty.  On  go- 
ing aronnd  to  the  rear  the  boards  were  found  to  have 
been  knocked  off,  probably  to  be  used  for  fuel.  Some 
former  travellers,  halting  here  like  ourselves,  had  occu- 
pied a  part  of  their  leisure  with  writing  inscriptions  in 
lead-pencil.  One  had  written  a  direction  about  drink- 
able water  in  the  neighborhood.  Another,  apparently 
finding  this  erroneous,  had  inscribed  below  it,  with  much 
more  vigor  than  regard  for  adopted  usages  in  spelling, 
"Lyorir 
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The  Bole  piece  of  fnrnitnre  remaining  was  a  mated 
cooking-stove,  standing  on  three  legs.  It  had  a  certain 
almost  diabolic,  knowing  air.  Yon  suspected  it  of  hav- 
ing lost  its  other  leg  in  waltzing  abont  and  holding  high 
carnival,  as  no  donbt  it  did,  with  the  coyotes,  gophers, 
tarantulas,  and  lizards  who  dropped  in  to  paj  it  visits. 
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If  there  be  anytliirg  politically  disnipting  in  mere  to- 
pography, the  section  cut  off  by  the  range  below  the  Lob 
Angeles  and  Riverside  country  should  also  be  made  a 
separate  State.  It  should  clamor  at  any  rate  to  be  joined 
to  Arizona,  since  it  is  Arizona  that  it  follows  in  climate, 
and  not  California,  South-east  of  the  low  San  Gorgonio 
Pass  the  seasons  are  the  same  as  those  of  Mexico ;  that  is 
to  say,  the  rains  fall  in  summer,  while  northward  they  fall 
in  the  winter  and  spring.  Thunder-storms  on  each  side 
of  the  mountains  may  be  plainly  visible  from  the  other, 
but  do  not  pass  the  limit. 

I  myself  saw,  from  the  Arizona  side,  in  December,  in 
hot,  clear  sunshine  at  the  time,  murky  clouds  biUowing 
above  the  range,  and  the  lightnings  playing  in  them,  and, 
on  returning  to  Los  Angeles,  found  it  drenched  in  its 
first  showers  of  the  season. 

There  is  one  excellent  reason  why  the  inhabitants  of 
the  section  do  not  raise  snch  a  clamor,  which  is,  that  there 
are  no  inhabitants  worth  meiitioning.  For  a  himdi*ed 
and  fifty  milee,  from  the  pass,  to  the  Arizona  frontier  at 
Ynma,  the  railroad  hardly  knows  any  local  traflSc.  Its 
route  is  over  the  celebrated  "  Colorado  Desert,"  in  com- 
parison with  which  previous  deserts  are  of  small  impor- 
tance.    There  are  various  stopping-places,  with  designa- 
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tioDS  on  the  map,  bnt  these  are  rarely  more  than  signal- 
stations  where  the  locoiuotive,  like  the  passengers,  stops 
to  slake  its  thirst  at  a  series  of  artesian  wells. 

The  plain  is  not  of  great  extent  laterally.     Black  and 
pnrplish  monntains  are  always  in  sight,  and  spuns  cross 
the  track.     Bowlders  and  pebbles  are  scattered  thickly  on 
the  surface  at  first,  among  patches  of  bunch-grass.     Then, 
near  Seven  Palms,  the  jaws  of  the  black  and  purple  moun-  ^ 
tains  open  and  receive  us  into  the  genuine  desert.    It  is  ^| 
strewn  with  bowlders  still,  but  is  itself  a  waste  of  drifting  ^\ 
white  sand,  with  largo  dunes  and  hills  of  sand.    One  might 
be  riding  on  the  shores  of  Couey  Island  or  Long  Branch. 

A  singular  depression  below  the  level  of  the  sea  for  a 
hundred  miles,  and  at  its  lowest  point  nearly  three  hun- 
dred feet,  is  traversed.  At  Dos  Palmas,  in  the  very  bot- 
tom of  it,  a  board  shanty,  covered  with  signs  in  amateur- 
ish lettering,  indicating  that  it  is  a  saloon,  stands  entirely 
alone.  Surely  the  bar -keeper  must  consume  his  own 
drinks,  and  lead  an  existence  unprecedented  among  bid 
kind.  No;  a  horseman  in  Mexican  accoutrements  dash- 
es across  the  plain — though  where  he  should  dash  from, 
and  how  he  should  ride  anything,  here  in  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  but  the  skeleton,  say,  of  a  dolphin  or  a  sea-horse, 
is  a  mystery — pulls  up,  and  enters. 

And  it  appears,  on  a  better  acquaintance  with  Doe 
Palmas,  that  a  stage  starts  every  otl»er  day  for  points 
on  the  Colorado  River,  and  Prescott,  the  capital  of  Ari- 
zona Territory,  and  that  this  is  but  a  faint  survival  of 
hustle  which  once  reigned  here  before  the  advent  of  the 
railroad.  The  route  of  the  Southern  Overlaiid  Mail  then 
came  this  way,  and  long  trains  of  immigrant  and  freight 
wagons,  carrying  water  in  casks  for  two  and  three  dayS' 
snpply,  were  passing  continually  over  these  jvastea. 

Nothing,  on  general  principles,  would  appear  more  de- 
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presfling  than  such  a  country,  but  as  a  matter-of-fact  it  is 
a  Btimnlns  to  the  curiosity,  and  furnishes  real  entertain- 
nieut.  One  would  not  wish  to  bo  abandoned  there  with- 
ont  resources,  it  is  true,  but  he  does  not  tire  of  looking 
at  it  from  the  car-window.  Its  blazing  dryness  is  dis- 
infectant and  preservative.  There  can  never  exist  the 
last  extreme  of  sadne&s  wliero  the  elctiient  of  decay  by 
damp  and  mould  ia  not  present.  Cheinic^il  processes 
are  those  which  are  principally  going  on.  Wonders  of 
almost  any  sort  may  be  expected,  and  you  almost  look 
for  phantoms  not  of  earth  among  the  shifting  mirages. 

A  considerable  part  of  Arizona,  as  well,  is  of  the  same 
character,  but  it  is  estimated  by  competent  authority  that 
with  irrigation  thirty-seven  per  cent,  of  that  Territory  can 
be  redeemed  for  agricnlture,  and  sixty  per  cent,  as  pastnr- 
age.  It  will  be  called  to  mind  that  even  tlie  apparently 
hopeless  Colorado  Desert,  wltich  is  below  the  level  of  the 
sea,  is  also  below  the  level  of  the  Colorado  River,  from 
which  water  might  perhaps  be  spread  over  it  with  com- 
parative ease. 

The  truly  patriotic  Arizonian  in  their  neighborhood 
is  not  ashamed  of  his  encompassing  deserts,  but  rather 
proud  of  them,  and  with  a  certain  reason.  The  desert  is 
in  reality  a  laboratory  of  useful  products.  Paper  is  made 
from  the  yucca,  or  Spanish-bayonet*  which  abounds  in 
parts  of  it.  There  are  tracts  of  salt,  borax,  gypsum,  sul- 
phur, asbestos,  and  kaolin,  and  quarries  of  pumice-stone, 
only  waiting  shipment.  It  is  maintained,  also,  that  it 
has  deposits  of  the  same  precions  metals  which,  mined 
in  places  where  water  is  more  accessible,  have  given  the 
Territory  most  of  its  present  fame. 

Our  train  runs  out  upon  a  long  wooden  drawbridge, 
across  the  Colorado  River,  and  we  arrive  at  Yuma.  The 
company  has  placed  here  the  first  of  its  scries  of  hotels 
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of  uniform  pattern.  It  is  both  station  and  hoteL 
provision  on  an  equal  scale  of  comfort  would  hardly  havoi 
been  judicious  yet  as  an  investment  for  private  persons.! 
These  structures  tlierefore  become  not  only  a  typical! 
feature  of  the  scenery,  but  an  indication  of  the  extent  ta! 
which  the  railroad  has  had  to,  and  has  been  able  to,  bjj 
reason  of  its  ample  resources,  take  this  bare  new  country' 
into  its  own  hands.  They  are  of  the  usual  reddish-brown^, 
two  stories  in  height,  and  surrounded  by  piazzas  of  gener-' 
ons  width — an  indispensable  adjunct  onder  the  dazsliog- 
light  and  heat  of  the  country. 


II. 

The  heat  of  Yuma  is  proverbial.     The  thermometer^ 
ranges  up  to  127*"  in  the  shade.    There  is  an  old  story  | 
of  a  soldier  who  died  at  the  fort  and  went  to  the  place 
which  Bob  Ingersoll  says  does  not  exist,  and^  iindin|^^ 
chilly  there  by  comparison,  sent  back  after  his  blankei^H 

Great  heat,  nevertheless,  is  not  equally  formidable" 
everywhere.  It  is  well  attested  that  there  is  no  sun- 
stroke here,  and  no  such  suffering  as  from  a  much  low- 
er temperature  in  moister  climates.  Distinct  sanitary 
properties  are  even  claimed  for  this  well-baked  air.  So 
near  the  sea-level,  it  is  said  to  be  less  rarefied,  and  to 
comprise,  therefore,  a  greater  quantity  of  oxygen  to  a 
given  bulk,  tlian  that  of  mountain  districts,  which,  in  pur 
ity  and  dryness,  it  resembles.  It  is  thought  to  he  b 
cial  in  lung  troubles.  Yuma,  among  its  arid  sand-hills, 
aspirations  to  be  a  sanitarium.  Civilized  people  also  may 
yet  resort  there  to  engage  in  a  sensible  sun-worship,  bask 
ing  in  the  genial  heat,  and  then  plunging  into  the  river, 
after  the  fashion  of  the  resident  Indians,  who  make 
in  this  way  a  kind  of  natural  Turkish  bath. 
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A  transition  state  niaj  have  disadvantages,  even  wben 
a  step  toward  something  better.  Yuma  hae  now  ite  rail- 
road, and  is  to  have  a  shipping-port  of  its  own,  by  the 
confitnirttion  of  anotlier  to  Port  Ysabel,  on  the  Gulf  of 
California.  Stilly  it  laments  a  greater  activity  it  once  en- 
joyed, as  chief  distributing  point  for  the  mines  and  upper 
river  towns.  It  expects  the  Port  Ysabel  Railroad  to  have 
the  effect  of  donhling  its  population  iu  two  years.  It  will 
not  be  a  very  stupendous  population  even  then,  as  it  is 
but  fifteen  hundred  at  present. 

The  town  is  a  collection  of  inferior  adobe  honsee,  a  few 
of  the  very  best  being  altered  from  the  natural  mnd-color  H 
by  a  coating  of  whitewash.     Tho  ordinary  part  of  it  re- 
sembles more  the  poor  tropical  Latnlets  on  the  trail  to   ^ 
Acapulco   than   even   the  ordinary  villages  of  Mexico.   ^ 
The  houses  consist  of  a   framework  of  cottonwood  or 
ocotilla  wattles,    plastered    with    mud    inside   and    out, 
making  a  wall  two  or  three  inches  thick.     The  roof  is 
thatched,  the  floor  is  the  bare  ground.    Around  them 
are  generally  high  palisades  of  ocotilla  sticks,  and  corrals 
of  the  same  adjoining. 

The  waiters  in  a  Yuma  hotel  are  of  a  highly  miscella- 
neous character.  You  are  served,  in  the  same  dining- 
room,  by  Mexicans,  Chinamen,  Irish,  Americans,  and  a 
tame  Apache  Indian.  One  and  all  had  a  certain  as- 
tonnded  air,  ending  in  something  like  confirmed  depres- 
sion, on  finding  that  we  were  to  remain,  would  dine  at  our 
leisure,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  the  dishes  shot  at  us  as 
if  out  of  a  catapult,  after  the  practice  with  the  ordinary  ■ 
traveller  pausing  here  his  allotted  half-hour.  One  does 
not  expect  too  much  of  his  waiter  in  Arizona,  however. 
There  are  reported  instances  in  which  he  makes  yon  eat 
your  steak  with  his  hand  on  his  pistol  -  pocket,  and  the 
threat  of  wearing  it  out  on  you  if  yon  object. 
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The  Colorado  at  Yanm  makes  about  the  same  impres- 
Blon  as  to  "width  as  the  Sacramento  at  Sacramento,  the 
Ohio  at  Pittsburg,  or  the  Connecticut  at  Hartford.  It 
IS  a  turbulent  yellow  etreum.  It  cats  into  high  sand 
bluffs  on  the  Arizona  side,  and  spreads  out  their  contents 
in  wide  bars  on  the  Crilifornia  side.  It  is  without  wharves. 
The  light -draught,  high -decked  steamboats,  or  barges, 
tiiat  ply  up  and  down  its  interminable  reaches  tie  up 
when  necessary  to  the  banks. 

Mountains  of  a  jagged,  eccentric  formation  follow  its 
general  course  northward.  Peaks  impressively  counter- 
feiting human  work,  Castle  Dome,  Chimney  Peaks,  Pi- 
cacho,  and  Cargo  Muciiaclio,  loom  up  along  the  horizon, 
a  fitting  prelude  to  the  marvels  of  Arizona. 

It  was  at  the  close  of  an  Indian  war  that  this  visit  was 
made.  It  had  been  said,  in  iiiiiiors  much  exaggerated, 
that  the  whole  white  civilization  of  the  Territory  was  in 
danger  by  the  outbreak,  and  troops — but  now  on  their 
return — had  been  hurried  tlitther  frotn  all  sides.  The 
first  view  of  Indians,  therefore,  at  Yuma  was  of  a  double 
interest.  They  were  not  Apaches,  it  is  true,  but  a 
subsequent  acquaintance  with  tlie  general  field  proved 
tiiem  to  be  even  more  picturesque.  They  ai-e  of  that 
highly  satisfactory  style  of  savages  who  wear  but  little 
clothing,  and  none  of  it  European.  They  are  to  be  seen 
in  numbers  about  the  railway-station  by  the  most  casual 
passenger.  The  railroad  is  still  new  to  them,  and  they 
have  not  satiated  their  curiosity.  They  bring  friends 
from  a  distance  to  see  it,  and  are  observed  describing  to 
these  visitors  how  the  drawbridge  swings,  and  how  the 
cars  arc  switched  from  one  track  to  another. 

They  are  met  with  coming  across  this  bridge  from  the 
patch  of  river-bottom  near  the  fort  on  the  California  side, 
where  their  principal  settlement  is.     The  young  men  ran 
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cir  stride  at  great  speed,  so  lie  to  tlirow  out  behind  tbetn  a 
long  red  sash  or  baiid,  depending  from  the  breech-clotb, 
which  is,  in  sninmer,  the  principal  part  of  their  attire. 
To  this  is  added,  in  winter,  a  close-fitting  gray  or  crim- 
son under-shirt.  Tlicy  wear  their  thick,  coal-black  hair 
"banged"  low  on  their  foreheads,  and  bushy  about  their 
necks.    The  effect  at  a  little  distance  is  not  unlike  that  of 
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the  Florentine  period,  when  the  young  gallants  wore  jer- 
kins and  trunk  hose  fitting  them  like  their  skins,  and  just 
anch  bushy  locksj  which  they  crowned,  howcvcrj  instead 
of  going  bare-headed,  with  jaunty  velvet  caps. 

The  fort  is  without  guns,  other  than  a  howitzer  for  fir- 
ing salntes,  and  has  no  strength,  as  it  no  longer  needs  to 
have,  except  from  its  position  on  a  commanding  blnff. 
The  military  policy  of  the  government  now  is  to  station 
its  troops  along  a  railroad  or  other  easy  line  of  commnni- 
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cation,  where  they  cnn  be  quiclcly  massed  for  mntnal 
jx)rt.  All  the  Arizona  posts,  ench  as  Camp  Lowell,  wil 
its  grassy  parade  and  fine  avenue  of  cotton  woods;  Camp 
Grant,  on  its  table-land;  and  Camp  Apache,  at  the  jnno- 
tlon  of  two  charming  trout  streams,  in  the  White  Kii 
Cafkon ;  and  the  others,  have  only  this  strategic  im] 
tance,  and  no  intrinsic  strength.  The  barracks  at  Ti 
consist  of  a  series  of  comfortable,  large,  adobe  Louses, 
tered,  and  painted  green,  around  an  obtong  plaza.  Ti 
have  in  front  a  peculiar  screen-work  of  green  blinds, 
which  shuts  out  the  glare  arising  from  the  yellow  ground, 
and  makes  both  a  cool  promenade  and  comfortable  sleej 
ing  apartments  for  the  summer. 

The  chief  of  the  Yuinas,  on  whose  settlement  the  fol 
looks  down,  chooses  his  sub-chiefs,  but  is  himself  appointed 
by  the  military  commandant.  The  last  investiture  wae 
made  as  long  ago  as  1852,  by  General,  then  Major,  Ileintz- 
elman.  He  conferred  it  upon  the  now  wrinkled  and  de- 
crepit Fasqual,  described  at  the  time  as  "a  tall,  fine-look- 
ing  man,  of  an  agreeable  disposition/' 

Pasqual's  people  cultivate  little  patches  of  vegetables 
and  hay  in  the  river-bottom,  fertilized  by  the  annoal 
ovei'flow.  Tlieir  principal  sustenance,  however,  is  the 
sweet  bean  of  the  mesquit-tree.  This  they  pound,  in 
mortal's,  into  a  kind  of  fiour.  Sometimes,  when  on  the 
move,  the  Indians  float  their  hay  across  the  river  on  rafts, 
which  tliey  push  before  tliem,  swiinming.  They  propel 
the  small  children  in  the  same  way,  placing  them  iu  tlieir 
large,  Egyptian-looking  olla-8^  or  water-jars. 

The  crop  of  mesquit  beans  was  so  large  one  year  as  to 
be  beyond  their  unaided  capacity  to  consume,  and  they 
hospitably  invited  in  their  friends,  the  Pimas,  to  aid  them. 
Old  Fasqual  describes  with  graphic  gestures  how  hag- 
gard and  lank  were  these  visitors  on  their  arrival,  and 
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what  an  unctuous  corpulence  they  had  attained  in  the 
end,  whoD,  after  nearly  eating  their  hosts  out  of  house 
and  home,  they  were  only  got  rid  of  at  last  by  force. 


III. 

Few  things  are  more  curious  at  this  time  of  day  than 
to  look  back  at  the  old  maps  of  our  Western  possessions 
previous  to  the  annexation  of  Texas.  Texas  was  not  then 
onrs ;  nor  were  a  considcmblo  ])art  of  Indian  Territory, 
Kansas,  half  of  Colorado,  all  of  Utah,  Nevada,  Califor- 
nia, Arizona,  and  New  Mexico.  All  of  this  belonged 
to  our  si&ter  republic  of  Mexico,  which,  as  I  have  said, 
was  within  an  ace  as  large  as  ourselves,  and,  except  for 
its  internal  dissensions,  could  by  no  means  be  considered 
a  puny  antagonist. 

An  impressive  vagueness  attended  the  delineation  of 
most  things  west  of  the  Misaiseippi,  There  were  great 
tracts  hardly  more  known  than  the  centre  of  Africa. 
The  upper  regions  of  Mexico  were  difitinguished  as  In- 
terna; New  Mexico  and  Arizona  were  simply  Apacheria 
— Apache  Land.  Our  frontier  ran  along  the  line  of  the 
Sabine  River  to  the  Red,  from  the  Red  to  the  Arkansas, 
and  from  the  Arkansas,  on  the  -t^d  Parallel  of  latitude, 
Btraiglit  west  to  the  Facitio  Oceati.  By  the  peace  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  onr  frontier  became  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Gila  instead,  and  the  liue  had  dropped  from  Parallel 
40^  to  Parallel  32°. 

I  have  called  this  territory  heretofore,  by  way  of  figure 
of  speecli,  an  Alsace-Lorraine  of  Mexico,  though  it  is  not 
probable,  vacant  as  it  was,  and  Americanized  as  it  now  is, 
that  a  serious  grudge  is  still  borne  us  for  it,  or  that  there 
will  ever  be  momentous  wars  for  its  recovery.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  it  has  been   the  making  of  us.    We 
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shonid  bo  in  but  sony  shape  indeed  had  we  to  go  back 
to  the  limits  of  the  tliirteea  original  British  Colonies, 
or  even  to  these  with  Florida^  parchased  from  the  Span- 
iards, and  Louisiana,  purchased  from  the  French,  added. 
The  Mexican  acq^uisition  gave  us  one-third  of  our  do- 
main— that  which  is  now  most  open  to  the  teeming  mill- 
ions of  Europe  and  that  which  avails  us  our  repute  for 
eflsential  Aiucricanism  abi*oad.  It  gave  us  the  ^cld  of 
the  Bret  Harte  school  in  literature,  onr  chief  marvels 
and  wonders,  onr  mines  of  the  precious  mctois,  aud  the 
command  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  lower  belt  of  Arizona  was  not  even  comprised  in 
this.  An  area  of  460  miles  hy  130,  below  the  Gila  River, 
was  not  obtained  till  "  the  Gadsden  Purchase,"  in  IS53. 
By  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  ^10,000,000  under  this 
treaty  we  obtained  a  number  of  decided  advantages. 
We  rectified  our  boundary  line,  confused  through  tlie  in- 
accuracy of  the  map  of  one  Dwindle,  on  whicli  it  was 
based.  We  got  rid  of  an  embarrassing  engagement,  of 
the  treaty  of  Guadahipc  Hidalgo,  to  protect  the  Mexican 
frontier  from  Apaches — leaving  them  to  regulate  this  ser- 
vice for  themselves.  We  secured  the  right  of  way  for  a 
railroad  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantcpec,  which  was 
thought  desirable  for  speedier  communication  with  our 
new  possessions  of  California. 

But  above  all  we  acquired,  in  the  easy  levels  below 
the  Gila,  the  natural  route  for  a  Southern  Pacific  trans- 
continental railway.  The  tiles  of  the  Congressional 
Globe  of  that  date  are  full  of  tlie  necessity  of  binding 
our  Pacific  acquisitions  securely  to  the  rest  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  the  most  effectual  of  all  the  means  proposed  was 
considered  to  be  a  transcontinenUil  railway. 

Well,  we  are  bowling  at  last  along  that  now  actual- 
ly constructed  Southern  Pacific  Kailroad,  ouce  discofised 
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in  tnnstj  debates  of  the  CoDgrcssional  Globe.  It  increases 
our  i^espect  for  predecessors  to  whom  wo  may  not  have 
given  any  great  consideration  heretofore  to  find  how 
sagacious  they  were.  We  reach  Stanwix,  with  its  lava 
beds;  Painted  Rock,  named  from  huge,  mysteriously-dec- 
orated bowlders ;  Casa  Grande,  from  its  architectural 
ruins  of  the  Toltccs;  and  Tucson, 

Adopting  the  policy  of  leaving  Tucson  to  be  examined 
on  the  return,  let  us  push  on  to  the  extreme  end  of  the 
Territory — to  the  eccentrically-named  Tombstone.  Ben- 
son, the  point  of  departure,  from  the  raili-oad,  for  Tomb- 
stone, is  1024  miles  from  San  Francisco,  and  probably 
2500  from  New  York. 
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TdMBSToyK  is  the  vory  latest  and  liveliest  of  tin 
mitsliroom  civilizations  which  eo  often  gatlier  around 
"tind"of  the  precious  tuetftls.  Tliey  live  at  a  headIon| 
pace;  draw  to  them  wild  and  lawless  spirits;  confer  great 
fyrtunes  here,  the  grave  of  tlic  drnnkard,  tlie  suicide,  or 
the  virtiin  of  violence  elsuwhoro.  A  school  of  literature^ 
with  Ijret  Hai'tc  as  Itis  exponent,  has  arisen  to  celebratej 
their  doiit«,'8.  At  tiie  present  rate  of  advance  of  popu- 
hitioii  and  conventional  usages  westward  they  must  sliort- 
ly  disappear  as  eJfectnally  as  the  dodo  of  tradition.  While 
tilings  go  well  witli  tliern  the  prices  of  commodities  are 
hardly  considered.  Nohody  haggles.  The  most  expen- 
sive of  everything  is  what  is  most  wanted. 

"Diamonds — two-hundred-dollar  watches  and  chains — 
Lord!   we  couldn't  hand  *em  out  fast  enougli,"  says  an, 
ex -jeweller,  describing  his  exporiencc  at  one  of  the  camps] 
in  its  palmy  days.     ^'Ciiainpugne  wasu^t  good   enouj 
for  me  then,"  says  a  seedy  customer,  recalling  his  doinj 
after  the  discovery  and  sale  of  a  rich  mine.     He  8ighe< 
for  a  repetition  of  the  event,  not  to  make  provision  foH 
his  old  age,  which  sadly  needed  it,  hut  that  he  might 
have  **one  more  glorious  spree  "  before  he  died. 

Oftentimes  this  rush  of  life  departs  as  quickly  as  it 
came.     Some  fine  day  the  ^Mead"  is  exhausted,  there 
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found  to  be  no  more  trcnsure  in  tljc  mines.  The  hetero- 
geneous clomeutfi  sciittcr,  and  the  town,  be  it  never  so 
well  built,  is  left  as  desolate  as  Tcidinor  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. In  a  certain  Nevada  iniuini^  town,  which  once 
numbered  some  thousands  of  inhabitants,  Indians  are 
living  in  rows  of  good  brick  houses,  Laving  adapted 
thcni  to  their  peculiar  conditions  by  taking  out  doors 
and  windows  and  kncK:king  holes  in  tite  roof. 

A  six-hurse  Concord  coaeii  carried  us,  not  too  speedily, 
over  the  twenty-five  miles  of  dusty  road  to  Tonjbstone, 
It  was  called  the  *' Grand  CenlraV  after  one  of  tlie 
prosperous  silver  mines  of  the  place.  A  rival  line  was 
named  tlie  "Sandy  Bob,"  from  its  proprietor,  who  pre- 
ferred to  be  himself  tluis  known,  insti*a<l  of  by  a  conven- 
tional family  appellation  such  as  anybody  might  Lave. 
We  sliould  certainly  have  taken  the  "Sandy  Bob  Line" 
for  its  greater  suggestiveness,  except  tliat  it  seemed  to  be 
coming  down  when  we  wante<l  to  go  up,  and  always  com- 
ing up  when  we  wanted  to  go  down. 

Our  own  proved  to  have  plenty  of  snggestiveness  too. 
A  guard  got  up  with  a  Winchester  rifle,  and  posted  him- 
self by  the  Wells-Fargo  Express  box,  and  the  driver  be- 
gan almost  at  once  to  relate  robber  stories.  His  stage 
had  been  stopped  and  *'guno  lli rough'*'  twice  wilin'n  the 
past  six  months.  The  nlfair  had  heon  cnlivcucd  on  the 
one  occasioti  by  a  runaway  and  turnover,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  shooting  and  kiHitig  of  the  driver.  Of  this 
last  item  Lis  successor  spoke  with  a  natural  disgust.  If 
the  line  could  not  be  drawn  at  drivers,  he  taid,  things 
had  indeed  come  to  a  pretty  pass.  IIo  respected  a  man 
who  took  to  tlie  road  and  robbed  those  who  could  afford 
it.  At  least,  he  considered  it  more  honorable  tlian  bor- 
rowing money  of  a  friend  which  you  knew  you  conld 
uever  re|my,  or  than  gobbling  up  the  earnings  of  tin* 


poor,  like  a  largi 
firm  lately  &u& 
pended  in  Pi  mi 
County.  But  ai 
to  sliuoting  a  driv 
or,  even  in  uiistukl 
for  somebody  elfiaJ 
lie  had  no  words  U 
express  his  sense  o 
its  meanness. 

He  throw  stone 
at  his  horses,  as  i 
Mexico,  that  is, 
tlio  leaders,  beyond    the  reach   of   his  long  lash.     Th 
same  stone  was  made  to  "eurom  "  froin  one  to  the  othon 
suuh  was  Lis  skill,  and  startle  tliera  both.     Long  strioj 
teams  of  mules  or  Texas  steers,  sixteen  to  a  team,  wit 
ore-wagons,  were   met   with  along   the  road.     Mexican 
looking  drivers  trudged  beside  them  in  the  deep,  jelloM 
dust,  cracking   their   aninmls  lustily  with   huge  **  blaelc 
snakes."     Mesqnit'1)ushc6,  and  long  grass  dried  to  ha 
— not  as  good   as   it   looked — covered   portions   of 
surface ;  the  rest  was  bare  and  stony. 

We  rode  for  a  certain  distance  beside  the  branch  rS 
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road  in  course  of  constrnction  between  Benson  and  Toinb- 
1       stone.     A  eeritifi  of  latcnil  valleys  along  tlic  tributaries  of 

the  Gila,  north  and  sonth.  as  the  Santa  Cruz,  Suit  Rivor, 

San  Carlos,  San  Pedro,  and  San  Simon  Valley's,  afford  ex- 
I  ccllent  stock  ranges,  promise  of  a  floarlshing  agriculture, 
j  and  easy  routes  for  tributary  railways.  They  have  already 
I  begun  to  be  utilized.  The  San  Pedro  has  the  Southern 
I       Pacific  branch  above  mentioned,  and  the  Santa  Crnz  will 

have  the  Arizona  Southern,  connecting  the  centre  of  the 
■       Territory  at  Florence,  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacitic,  with 

S Mexico  at  Calabasas.  The  transcontinental  road  —  or 
vonds,  when  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  shall  have  been 
built — will  draw  through  these  tributary  valleys,  as  the 
Gila  draws  its  watei*s,  a  trade  from  Northern  Mexico, 
where  mining  enterprises  in  particular,  in  the  hands  of 
Americans,  are  making  great  headway. 
The  route  began  to  be  very  much  up-hill.  We  changed 
horses  and  lunched  at  Contention  City.  One  naturally 
expected  a  certain  helli^^creney  in  snch  a  place,  but  none 
I  appeared  on  the  surface  during  our  stay.  Tiiere  were 
I  plenty  of  saloons — the  '*  Dew-drop,"  the  "Head-light," 
and  others — and  at  the  door  of  one  of  them  a  Spanish 
seflorita  smoked  a  cigarette  and  showed  her  white  teeth. 
^  Contention  City  is  the  seat  of  stamp-mills  for  crnsliing 
^■ore,  wtiich  is  brought  to  it  from  Tombstone.  Tlie  latter 
^  place  is  without  an  efficient  water-power.  The  stamps 
I  are  rows  of  heavy  beams,  wliich  drop  upon  tlic  mineral, 
L  on  the  mortar  and  pestle  plan,  with  a  continuous  dull 
^kroar,  by  night  as  well  as  day. 

^B     "That*8  the  music  I  like  to  hear," said  onr  driver„gath- 
^V^ring  up  his  reins,  ^'poundin^  out   the  gold  and  silver. 
There  ain't  no  brass  bands  ekiU  it." 

The   route   grew  steeper  yet.     On    the   few  wayside 
euces  that  exist  were  painted  flaring  announcements,  as 


'*  Go  To    Hiingley   and    Schlngcnsteiii's   At  Tombstom 
They  Are  Tiie  Bogses,  You  Bet." 

Then  over  tlie  edge  of  bare  hills  appeared  Tombstone 
iteelf,  a  large,  circular  water-tank,  big  enough  for  &  fort, 
painted  with  advertisements,  the  most  conspicuous  object 
in  tiie  foreground. 

11. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1878  there  was  not 
much  as  a   tent   at  TouiLstone.     One  "Ed"  SchieffeHi 
and  his  brother  started  thitlicr  prospecting.     It  was  6U] 
posed  to  be  an  ndventiire  full  of  dan;<ers.     At  the  SnnU 
llita  silver  mines,  in  the  Santa  Crnz  Valley,  for  instance, 
nothing  like  so  far  away,  three  superintendents  Lad  beea^| 
murdered  by  Indians  in  rapid  succession.  ™ 

His  friends  therefore  said  to  Ed,  '*  J^etter  take  your 
coffin  with  you;  you  will  find  your  tombstone  there, and 
nothing  else."  ^M 

But  Ed  Schieffelin  —  a  young  man  yet,  who  has  »ot^^ 
discarded  a  picturesque  way  of  dressing  of  which  he  was 
fond,  nor  greatly  altered  his  habits  otherwise — found  in-i 
Btead  the  Tough  Nut  and  Contention  Mines.  He  made  a( 
great  fortune  out  of  them,  and  was  so  ple;i&ed  at  the  dif- 
ference between  the  pre<liction  and  the  result  that  he 
gave  the  name  of  Tombstone  to  the  town  itself. 

One  of  two  well-printed  daily  prt|)ers  has  assumed  thai 
corresponding  title  of  the  Epitaph,  Tlie  nnix*liability  ofj 
epitaphs — if  the  remark  may  ho  safely  vcntnix*d  even  at 
this  distance — is  proverbial.  Ncvprtbeless.  they  may  oc-' 
casionally  tell  the  truth.  From  appearances  it  would] 
seem  that  this  was  one  of  the  occasions.  Almost  anjrj 
eulogy  of  its  subject  by  the  Epitaph  would  seem  justi- 
fied. TJie  city,  but  two  years  old  at  this  date,  had  at- 
tained to  a  population  of  2CK)0,  and  a  property  valuatioi 
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TLe  mining  claims  run  under  the  city  itself.  Fron 
the  roof  of  tlic  Grand  Hotel  you  li>ok  down  at  tlie  shafte^^ 
boist-works,  and  heaps  of  extracted  ore  of  the  Vizina,  th< 
Gilded  Age  (close  to  the  Palacx;  Lodging-house),  the 
Mountain  Maid,  and  other  mines,  opening  strangely  in 
the  very  midst  of  tlie  buildings.  This  circumstance  has 
given  rise  to  dispntes  of  ownership,  so  that  whoever 
would  be  safe  purchases  all  tlie  conflicting  titles,  both 
above  ground  and  below.  On  a  comnmnding  liill  close 
by,  to  the  southward,  are  the  Tough  Nut  and  Conten- 
tion, and  above  them  many  others  later  discovered.  The 
larger  mines  had  extensive  buildings,  of  wood,  and  in 
handsome  drangliting  and  assay  rooms  within  were  reg- 
ularly educated  sciijntists,  ox-collcgc  professors  and  the 
like,  in  cluirge.  Tlie  lesser  mines  put  up  in  tije  begin- 
ning with  commoner  sheds  and  poorer  appliances  of 
every  kind.  About  them  all  lie  heaj^s  of  a  blackish 
material,  resembling  inferior  coal  and  slate,  the  silver 
ore  in  its  native  condition.  A  laborer  above-ground 
eanied  $3.50,  and  below-ground  $4,  for  a"  shift"  of 
eight  hours,  and  the  work  went  on  night  and  day,  San- 
days  and  all. 

I  leave  to  others  to  estimate  the  bulk  of  treasure  in  the 
place.  I  was  told  that  it  was  '*  the  biggest  thing  since 
the  Comstock,''  and  there  were  forty  million  dollars  in 
fiight.  I  was  oSered,  daily,  fractional  interests  in  mines, 
now  b}'  a  young  surveyor  who  was  going  to  be  nmrrie«i 
and  needed  moi»ey  for  his  wedding  outfit;  now  by  new 
friends  who  were  straitened  for  assessmcDt  funds  to 
carry  out  the  ])rovision8  of  the  law;  and  again  by  others 
who  would  kindly  make  any  sacriiice  for  the  pleasure  of 
associating  a  traveller  from  a  distance  with  the  interests  of 
tlie  place ;  and  yet  it  will  be  well  for  the  novice  to  be  wary 
of  these  seductive  openings  at  Tombstone,  as  elsewhere. 
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lis  I  know,  however,  that  I  descended  fonr  Imndred 
feet  or  so  into  tlie  Coutontioii  Mine,  and  found  great 
chambers  hollowed  out,  from  which  mineral  had  been 
taken,  showing  a  geueroiiB  width  in  the  vein.  Tlie 
yield,  from  its  discovery  up  to  March,  1881,  had  been 
112,000,000.  The  Tough  Nut,  with  tlie  Lucky  Cuss, 
Good  Enough,  Owrs  Nest,  and  Owl's  I^st  lloot — 
the  racy  vernacnlar  of  their  names  will  be  observed — 
had  yielded  !jtl, 000,000, 

The  outskirts  of  Tombstone  consisted  still  of  huts  and 
tents.  A  burly  miner  could  be  seen  stretched  upon  his 
cot  in  a  windowlcss  cabin,  barely  large  enougli  to  contain 
him.  There  were  some  tents  provided  with  wooden  doors 
and  adobe  chimneys..  New  as  it  was,  the  business  por- 
tion of  the  place  had  been  once  swept  out  of  existence 
by  a  devastating  fire,  wliich  originated  from  a  clmracter- 
istic  incident — the  explosion  of  a  whiskey-barrel  In  the 
Oriental  Saloon.  Within  fourteen  days  all  was  rebuilt 
far  belter  than  liefore. 

I  took  the  pains  to  oouut  the  number  of  otitahlishaients 
in  a  single  short  block  of  Allen  Street  at  which  intox- 
icating liquors  were  sold.  There  were  the  bar-rooms 
of  two  hotels,  the  Eagle  Brewery,  the  Cancan  Choj>- 
house,  the  French  Rolisfierie,  the  Alhauihra,  Afaison 
Dor6,  City  of  Paris,  Brown's  Saloon,  Fashion  Saloon, 
Miners'  Home,  Kelly's  Wiue-honse,  the  Grotto,  the 
Tivoli,  and  two  saloons  apparently  unnamed.  At  these 
places  gambling  also  went  on  without  let  or  hinderance. 
The  absence  of  savings-batiks  or  other  opportunity  for 
depositing  money,  in  these  wild  communities,  and  the 
temptation  arising  from  having  it  always  under  the  eye, 
no  doubt  has  something  to  do  with  the  genei'al  passion 
for  gambling.  Whiskey  and  cold  lead  are  nanifed  as 
the    leading   diseases    at   Tombstone.     What    with    the 
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leisnro  that  Bceina  to  prevail,  tlie  constant  drinldng 
gnmbling  nt  the  saloons,  and  the  universiil  practii 
cari'jing  deadly  vrenpone,  there   is   bnt   one    source 
astiuiishniout,   and    that   is   that   the   cold- lead    dh 
fihonld  claim   so  few  victims.     Casualties  are,  after 
infrcqncnt,  considering  the  amonnt  of  vaporish  ta]1 
diili^cd  ihf  and  the  imminent  nt?lvs  tliat  are  rnn. 
small  cemetery,  over  toward  Contention  Hill,  so  far  fi 
being  glutted  with  the  slaughtered,  is  still  comparatii 
virgin  ground. 

III. 

A  further  element  in  addition  to  that  of  the  iiiiners  is 
to  be  cited  as  having  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  CJ 
tional  liveliness  of  Tombstone — the  "Cow-boys.^ 

The  term  cow-boy,  once  applied  to  all  those  in  the  cat 
tie  business  indiscriminately,  while  still  including  some 
honest  persons,  has  been   narrowed  down  to   be  cl 
a  terra  of  rcproacli  for  a  class  of  stealers  of  cattle. 
tlie  Mexican  frontier,  and  elsewhere,  who  are  a  terroi 
their  day  and  generation.      Exceptional  desperadoes 
this  class,  such  as  **  Billy  tlie  Kid,"'  ""Curly   Bill,"  and 
"Bus&ian   George,"   have  been   the  scourges  of  w 
districts   in   Colorado,  New    Mexico,  and   Arizona,  aw 
have  had   their  memories  embalmed   in  yellowH'ove; 
literature. 

I  bougiit  on  the  train,  on  leaving,  a  pamphlet  purport- 
ing to  be  an  account  of  the  exploits  of  Billy  the  Kid 
lie  had  committed,  it  appeared,  at  least  a  score  of  horrid 
murders,  but  *^30  many  cities  have  claimed  the  bono 
giving  him  birth,"  said  my  pamphlet,  "that  it  is  diffi 
to  locate  with  any  accuracy  tlie  locality  whero  he  passed 
his  youth."  It  was  finally  determined,  however,  in  favor 
of  New  York.     *'  It  was  on  the  Bowery,"  said  the  author. 
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whoM'ideu  of  morality  were  peculiar  even  for  a  Rensa- 
tionaliBt,  "that  liis  mates  learned  to  love  liim  for  his  dar- 
ing and  prowess,  and  delighted  to  refer  to  hiui  as  JJJlIy 
the  Kid." 

This  promising  life  was  put  off  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-two.  '* Curly  Bill/' also  died  young,  and  so  did 
*'  Man-killer  Johnson."  I  remarked  upon  tliis  peculiar- 
ity, of  their  youth,  to  a  philosoplier  of  the  region  itself. 

"Yes,"  he  said,  "they  dont  eecm  to  live  to  be  very 
old ;  that's  so." 

The  recipe  for  a  long  life  in  this  country  was  described 
as  being  very  qnick  and  getting  '•'the  drop"  on  an  antag- 
onist ;  that  is  to  say,  being  ready  to  shoot  tirst.  Unless 
this  can  be  done,  it  is  the  custom  even  to  put  np  with 
some  Ignominious  abuse  at  tlie  time,  and  await  a  more 
favorable  opportunity. 

The  cow-boys  frequenting  Tombstone  were  generally 
from  the  ranches  in  the  San  Pedro  and  San  Simon 
valleys.  There  were  said  to  be  strongholds  in  the  San 
Simon  Valley  where  they  concealed  stolen  cattle  until 
re-branded  and  sent  to  market,  and  wliere  no  officer  of 
the  law  ever  dared  to  venture.  They  looked  u]x>u  the 
running  oflf  of  stock  from  Mexico,  as  far  as  that  was 
concerned,  only  as  a  more  dashing  form  of  smuggling, 
though  it  was  marked  by  frequent  bloody  tragedies  on 
both  sides. 

Not  to  fix  upon  all  the  misdeeds  of  but  a  few,  no 
doubt  there  were  on  the  streets  of  Tombstone  plenty  of 
cow-boys  of  a  legitimate  sort,  whose  only  faidts  were 
occasional  boisterousncss  and  too  free  lavishing  of  their 
money.  There  appeared  to  be  something  of  a  standing 
feud  between  the  miners  and  the  cow-boys,  and  there  was 
besides  a  faction  of  "town  cow-boys"  organized  against 
the  "country  cow-boys." 
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The  leading  cattle-men  had  a  Southern  cut  and  accent^ 
and  hailed  origiimlly  from  Mifisonri  or  Texas,  Some  ap- 
peured  in  full  bhick  broadcloth,  nccompaniod  by  the  usual 
wide  sombrero.  The  landlord  of  our  hotel  described 
them  as  "perfect  gentlemen/-  some  of  them  good  at  the 
bar  for  as  high  as  1^20  or  $25  a^ay. 

The  greiit  object  in  life  of  the  varions  factions,  or  ot 
individuals  who  aroec  from  time  to  time  in  search  of 
notoriety,  was  to  **  run  the  town."  This  consisted  large- 
ly in  tlio  privilege  of  blustering  in  the  saloons,  whooping 
and  tiring  occasional  pistol-shots,  if  thought  good,  in  the 
streets,  and  liaving  a  moderate  security  from  arrest,  in- 
spired by  dread  of  their  prowess. 

This  was  necessarily  a  very  insecure  preen»inence. 
New  aspirants  and  rebels  were  continually  piqued  into 
appearing  against  it  whenever  it  seemed  fairly  attained. 
Our  visit  ha])pened  upon  the  heels  of  a  conflict  making 
the  most  tnigic  page  yet  written  in  the  annals  of  Tomb- 
stone. Opinions  seemed  divided  about  it — even  official 
opinions.  The  sheriflf  extended  his  sympathy  to  one 
side,  t)io  city  marshal,  who  was,  in  fact,  its  leader,  to  the 
other. 

City  Marshal  £arp,  with  his  two  brothers,  and  one 
"Doc  Holliday,"  a  gambler,  had  come  down  the  street, 
armed  with  ritleB,  and  opened  lire  on  two  Clanton  broth- 
ers and  two  McLowry  brothers.  The  latter  party  had 
been  ]»ractieally  first  disarmed  by  the  sherifF,  who  feared 
such  a  meeting,  and  meant  to  disarm  the  others  as  well. 
Three  of  the  assailed  men  fell,  and  died.  ''Ike"  Clao- 
ton  alone  escaped. 

The  slayers  were  imprisoned,  but  released  on  bail. 
The  Grand  Jury  was  now  in  session,  hearing  evidence 
in  the  case.  It  was  rnmored  that  the  town  party — the 
Earps — would  command  a  sufficient   personal   influence 
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^;o  free  of  indictment.  The  cow-boys  were  flocking 
into  town  to  await  the  result,  and  on  a  certain  quiet 
Sunday  wore  an  ominous  look.  It  was  said  that,  filiould 
justice  fail  to  be  done  tliem,  the  resolute-looking  n)en 
conferring  together  darkly  at  the  edges  of  the  sidewalk 

H  would  take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  The  jury, 
I  have  since  learned,  did  not  find  an  indictrrient,  and  the 
remaining  ])artie8  to  the  affair,  with  many  othere,  I  be- 

■  licve,  have  since  died  with  their  boots  on  in  the  same 
eause.  If  anything  could  reconcile  us  to  the  untimely 
taking-off  of  these  paladins,  it  would  be  partly  their  own 
contemptuous  indiUerence  to  it. 

H      It  would  seem  that  we  ought  to  have  at  least  half  a 

^  dozen  lives  apiece,  to  account  for  such  an  indifference, 
but  to  be  ready  to  toss  away  the  only  one  ou  any  and 

Bevery  pretext  or  no  pretext  is  not  at  all  so  intelligible. 
It  is  ccrtninly  not  the  desperation  of  poverty  by  which 
it  is  occasioned.     Many  of   tbeni  are  in  very  good  cir- 

B^nnistances.  The  younger  McLowry,  a  boy  under  twen- 
ty, had  ^3000  in  bis  pocket,  the   proceeds  of  a  sale  of 

^cattle,  the  day  ho  fell. 

^  The  elder  Clanton  Iiad  played  cards  most  of  the  night 
before  with  two  of  his  deadly  enemies,  both  parties  keep- 
ing a  hand  on  their  pistols  meanwhile.  When  *' Billy" 
Clanton,  a  boy,  like  McLowry,  lay  prone  ou  tlie  ground 

Kin  the  fight,  dying  of  his  mortal  wound,  he  still  mauaged 
to  get  out  a  pistol,  steadied  it  on  a  shattered  arm,  and 

•fired  once  more  at  **  Doc  IIolHday,"  saying, 
"  I'll  get  one  of  you,  any  way." 

"You  are  a  daisy  if  you  do,"  replied  Doc  Uolliday, 
continuing  to  advance  as  coolly  as  if  at  target  practice, 
and  emptying  anotlier  barrel  of  his  own  into  liim. 

And  the  last  words  of  Billy  Clanton,  in  the  Nibelnngen- 
ike  contest — which  I  atu  quite  aware  will  not  be  quoted, 
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There  is  a  grimly  humorous  element  in  it  all.  It 
seems  snch  an  excellent  joke  to  idly  stuiff  out  the  most 
precious  of  buinan  possessionB*  A  cow-boy  shoots  a  tiun- 
bler  from  tlic  Imnd  of  atiotlier,  just  raised  to  Itis  lips,  say- 
ing, '*  When  yoii  drink  with  lac  I  will  teach  you  to  take 
whiskey  plain,  and  no  mixtures." 

A  gronp  of  others  sit  aronnd  in  a  saloon  where  lies 
a  fresh-maiJe  corpse.  An  officer  of  the  hiw  eutei-s,  and 
says,  "  Who  claims  tliis  man?"  whereupon  all  jump  to 
their  feet  to  dispute  the  honor. 

There  is  a  large  supply  of  these  amusing  stories.  To 
kill  yonr  man  seems  a  way  of  winning  your  spurs,  as  it 
were,  and  establishing  yourself  on  a  proper  footing  in  the 
community.  Even  the  defunct,  in  various  cases,  could  ho 
be  heard  from,  would  probitbly  find  no  great  fault  with 
tlie  manner  of  liis  taking  off,  but  only  with  the  "luck" 
of  it  which  had  gone  against  him. 
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XXXII. 

CAMP  LOWELL,  TUCSON,  ASD  SAN  XAVIKR  DEL   BAC\ 


Thk  night  joiiniey  returning  by  etape  to  Benson  wae 
enlivened  by  more  shooting  stories.  I  heard,  uiuong  oth- 
ere,  of  the  doings  of  the  late  Braxelton  of  Tucson,  and 
at  Tucson  I  bonglit  his  photograph,  taken,  after  death, 
in  his  niaeik  and  otlier  parnphcrnulia  of  his  craft.  He 
robbed  stages  for  years  while  apparently  working  qnict- 
\y  as  a  hostler  in  a  corral.  He  was  finally  tracked  to  bis- 
fate  through  some  peculiar  marks  of  the  horse  he  rode. 

One  of  our  passcugers  bad  jnst  recovered  from  wounds 
received  in  a  iight  over  cards  with  a  Mexican,  whom  he 
had  killed,  and  was  now  a])le,  with  the  aid  of  morphine, 
to  pursue  his  journey  toward  his  home  in  New  Moxicu^ 
The  train  men  at  Benson  were  chary  of  carrying  tlicir 
lanterns  about  the  depot  yard,  a  Imbit  having  arisen,  it 
seemed,  among  the  cow-boys  of  trying  to  snuff  out  these 
moving  targets  with  revolvers  from  a  distance. 

There  seemed  a  certain  tameness  even  in  the  Apachee 
after  this  wild  product  of  the  Uglier  civilization  of  the  ^^ 
whites.  The  principal  group  of  prisoners  taken  after  the  ^K 
attempted  masdacrcof  General  Garr's  command  was  found 
in  confinement  at  Camp  Lowell,  nine  miles  north  of  Tuc- 
son. There  were  forty-two  of  tiiem,  with  Sanchez,  their 
chief.  Tliey  were  of  fairly  regular  features,  and  their 
expression,  with  the  war-paint  washed  off,  not  unamiable. 
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Seen  obecnrely  in  tlie  chief  prison-room  by  &ide-ligli1 
from  a  grated  window,  tltcy  Imd  a  certain  resemblance  u 
Greek  insurgents,  or  the  »ani<  culttft^i<  of  1793,  or,  Again,] 
tlie  wild  Vendean  peasants  who  fouglit  with  RoeheJAqae-j 
lein  and  Jean  Chouan  for  religion  and  the  king. 

Thej  were  taken  out  for  an  airing  in  the  morningjv] 
and  nllowciJ  to  sijuat  in  the  Riin  at  the  edge  of  the  plciui-j 
ant   ])arHde-gronnd,   flankud    hy   its   well-shnded    row    ofj 
officers'  dwellings.    The  recent  rising  had  been  the 
suit  of  a  fatiutical  delusion.     A  medieinc-ntan  jiersnadi 
them  that  he  liad  j'cccived  a  revelation  to  drive  all  th< 
wliites  from  tho  land.     As  fii>on  as  the  corn  was  ripe,  h< 
said,  their  dead  brGthren  would  arise  and  take  arms  to  aid' 
tticm  in  carrying  out  the  decree  of  Heaven.     He  had,  as| 
many  projthets  have  not,  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 
Though  taken  in  charge  himself  by  the  troops,  he  gave  a' 
signal  agreed  upon  for  the  massacre  of  these  to  begin,  call- 
ing to  his  people  not  to  be  concerned  about  his  fate,  aaj 
he  would  cnine  to  life  and  join  them  again  in  three  dajft.* 

The  bluS  Arizonians  are  apt  to  indulge  in  a  derisive; 
way  of  ticking  of  the  army  and  its  relation  to  the  savagef^ 
They  wouhl  make  but  short  work  of  tlu^se  latter,  they  ear, 
if  they  took  the  nuitter  into  their  own  hands.  Tliey  im- 
ply tliat  the  arniY  does  not  wJeh  to  kill  oflf,  oreven  wJiolly 
put  dowuj  the  Indians,  but  rather  to  preserve  them,  as  a 
gentle  stimulus  to  public  dread,  to  hasten  promotiong, 
and  also  to  furnish  occasion  for  profitable  supply -con- 
tnietfi.  However  this  may  be,  it  wonld  seem  that  after 
the  repression  of  this  revolt,  and  the  rapid  penetration  of 
railroads  into  the  Territory,  Indians  need  no  longer  be  a 
deterring  influence  of  great  moment  with  tlie  intending 
settler.  This  old  historic  source  of  apprehension  seems 
2is  good  as  abolished  from  its  last  stronghold. 

Eight  miles  to  the  noiHh  brings  us  to  a  ranch  called 


Fuller's  Ilot  Springs.  This  is  one  of  the  few  places 
where  a  beginning  of  systematic  cultivation  has  been 
niadC}  and  interesting  besides  as  a  tvpical  Arizona  snm- 
mer  resort.  There  was  a  yonng  orchard  of  twenty-five 
acres,  sheltered  by  a  wind-break  of  three  rows  of  ash- 
trees,  doing  very  well  in  an  alkali  soiL  The  buildings 
consisted  of  a  numhcr  of  nnpaintcd  ndobe  houses,  cacli 
of  a  single  large,  comfortable  room,  roofed  with  strips  of 
cactus. 
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There  was  a  "sniniuer  dining-room"  made  of  ocotilh 
sticks,  the.  intervals  open;  and  a  "winter  dJDing-rooiu, 
with  tight  walU,  and  a  fireplace,  in  which  a  wood-fire 
was  burned  mornings  and  evenings.  The  liot  epriug,  a 
clear,  pleasant  water,  said  to  resemble  English  Ilurrogaley 
ran  out  from  below  a  batli-house,  coneisting  of  a  patched 
canvns  tent.  It  became,  below,  a  pretty  brook,  a  pond  for 
the  cattle,  and  source  of  supply  for  irrigating  the  oivhanL 
Tlie  mountains  behind  the  place,  the  Santa  Cataliiias,  are 
like  the  Sieri-a  Madres  behind  Los  Angeles.  They  arc  of 
the  same  sharp  fracture,  but  higher  and  grander,  jnttin 
up  liere  and  there  into  as  perfect  eafctles  as  those  of 
Harlech,  the  Trostberg,  or  Kheiustein.  Forests  of  pine  of] 
large  dimensions  crown  a  part  of  their  summits.  South 
and  South-west,  across  the  wide  plain,  appear  the  Rincons 
and  silver-bearing  8anta  Kitas. 

Ther«  was  a  fascination  in  being  able  to  examine  at 
leisure  the  strange  growtiis  of  tlie  plain,  and  not  merclyi 
to  know  them  in  glimpses  from  tlic  car- windows, 
made  haste  especially  to  cut  down  for  inspection  an  ex 
ample  of  the  enormous  saguara,  the  organ-cactus.  Taller 
than  that  on  the  hill-sides  of  Guerrero  along  the  Acapalco 
trail,  it  often  rises  to  a  height  of  sixty  feet,  bristles  over 
the  landscape  like  masts  or  columns,  or,  again,  like  tho 
seven-branched  candlestick  of  the  Mosiiic  law.  Inside  it 
consists  of  a  wliite,  juicy  pulp,  imbedding  a  bundle  o 
fibres  in  tiio  form  of  long  wands,  M'hich,  when  dried, 
serve  a  nnml>er  of  useful  purposes.  It  has  a  palatabl© 
fruit,  which  the  Indians  collect  from  its  top  in  August 
with  forke<i  sticks. 

The  ocotilia  is  simply  a  shrub  growing  as  a  wattle  of 
sticks,  fifteen  or  twenty  together,  only  waiting  to  be  cnt 
down  and  turned  into  palings.  The  bi8[)aga  is  a  thorny 
cactus  like  an  immense  watermelon  growing  on  end.    C 
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mammoth  sea-weed.  The  "grease-wood"  is  a  large  bush, 
said  to  burn  just  as  well  when  green  as  dry.  Most  of 
this  vegetation  is  1caf]ea»,  or  rather  the  plaut  secmB  a 
leaf  itfielf,  since  coarse  bark  is  lacking,  and  the  green  of 
chlorophyll  and  the  tenderness  of  strnctnre  seem  cquallv 
distributed  throngliont. 

There  are  liomely  legends  and  snjMjrstitions  about  these 
plants  of  the  desert.  A  certuia  one,  for  instance,  poisonti 
any  white  spot  on  a  horse,  but  not  one  of  any  other 
color.  Another,  eaten  by  hoi'ses,  makes  them  lazy  arul 
imbecile.  The  loco,  or  rattle-weed,  on  the  other  hand, 
drives  them  mvii»g  crazy,  and  ihcy  try  to  rnn  them- 
selves to  death.  I  do  not  know  wliether  this  laBt  he 
wholly  a  superstition,  for  I  rotlc  in  California  a  horse 
whose  eccentric  proceedings  could  hardly  be  acconnte^l 
for  ou  any  other  basis. 

Tucson,  from  a  distance,  in  early  morning  or  late  aftcr- 
noon^  is  level,  low,  square,  and  brown,  with  a  mellow 
light  upon  it  and  the  castellated  mountains  behind  it. 
In  the  foreground  you  see  lazy  ox-wains,  a  prospector, 
perhaps,  with  his  pots  and  kettles,  and  a  mounted  Mexi- 
can lowing  by  a  lariat  a  bull,  which  ducks  its  head  in 
viiin  resistance.  From  a  distance  it  is  thoroughly  for- 
eign, and  of  attractive  promise.  There  is  souietliing  of 
the  Dead  Sea  apple  in  tlie  realization  of  this  ]>romise. 
If  Ruskin  be  right  in  holding  that  a  house  shonld  be  of 
the  general  color  of  the  soil  on  which  it  stands,  Tucson 
may  lay  claim  to  great  artistic  merit.  It  is  entirely  of 
adobe  brick  of  the  natural  nmd- color.  Violent  raio- 
storms  occur,  to  the  detriment  of  paint  and  kalsomind, 
on  such  a  friable  surface,  and  their  use  becomes  a  seri- 
ous question  of  economy. 

Tucson  has  great  antiquity  as  a  more  corporate  ex- 
istence.    It  was  founded  by  one  of  the  early  Spanish  ex- 
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peditions  timt  came  up  the  Santa  Crnz  Yalley  in  qm 
of  the  reputed  trensure  of  tlie  Aztecs  iu  tlic  fabled  "  land 
of  Cibola,'^  but  retains  no  vi&ible  trace  of  age.  If  there 
wore  ever  any  nioniunents  of  in)i)ortance.  they  have  effec- 
tually vanished.  Even  the  ehurcli  ie  new.  Snch  foreign- 
ness  as  there  is  coubists  of  a  very  provincial  Mexican 
squalor. 

The  considerations  of  interest  about  it  are  of  a  purely 
ntilitarian  churaotcr,  as:  how  it  is  to  be  paved,  drained, 
lighted,  provided  with  an  adequate  water  enpply,  so  as 
not  to  have  to  pay  four  cent^  a  bucket  for  it,  ns  at  pres- 
ent; and  how  it  is  to  get  rid  of  its  nialarial  fevers  and 
shabby  rookei-ies. 

A  writer  in  one  of  the  papers  one  day  paid  a  glowing 
eulogy  to  its  peculiar  situation,  in  the  desert.  lie  held 
that  this  was  a  matter  not  only  of  those  material  prod- 
ncta  which  I  have  mentioned,  but  also  of  the  highest 
moral  and  intellectual  advantages.  It  was  apropos  of  the 
e&t^blihhinent  of  a  public  library.  No  great  idea  has  ever 
been  evolved  in  the  usual  scenes  of  human  habitation  (so 
the  argument  ran),  and  that  there  is  no  place  for  study 
and  contemplation  like  the  desert.  Christ,  Mahomet,  Zo- 
roaster, and  Confucius  all  formulated  their  creeds  in  the 
deseit.  I  gathered  that  we  are  to  expect  from  Arizona, 
at  the  proper  time,  some  new  prophet  or  sage,  to  si 
again  the  destinies  of  men  in  the  same  way. 

The  correspondent  was  satisfied,  at  any  rate,  that,  with 
a  public  library,  TuciYiin  c<)uld  shortly  l>ecomc  another 
Alexandria  of  the  desert,  "a  seat  of  learning  and  foun- 
taiu-head  of  ideas,  to  be  sought  by  students  from  Mexico, 
from  the  Pacific  Islands,  from  China  and  Japan,  and  the 
mountains  and  valleys  of  the  Rio  Grande,'"  and  I  for  one 
shall  be  very  glad  to  sec  it  so. 

It  18  the  commercial  centre  of  the  important  Sonthens 
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mining  district,  and  lias  an  eligible  situation  for  fntui 
development.  It  has  derived  in  its  time  considerabtf 
profit  fmra  fumiBhing  Bupplice  to  the  wmy,  and  from 
sinujj^^lini^  tnide  with  Mexico.  The  ^^oode  for  this  latl 
were  taken  out  in  teams,  then  **  packed  "  over  the  inool 
tain  paases,  ou  donkeys,  to  the  objective  points  of  AltJ 
and  Magdnlenft,  in  caetns-grown,  arid  Sonora. 

The  traders  at  Tucson,  again,  ai^e  largely  .Tewisli. 
certain  kind  of  "life'^  prevails  freely,  as  at  Tombstoni 
Roulette,  faro,  and  other  games  of  chance  are  played  in 
large  way  in  the  leading  saloons,  while  the  poor  Mexicai 
gamble  for  small  stakes  at /on das  of  their  own,  wbei 
some  wretched  lithograph  of  Hidalgo  or  Zaragosa  lool 
down  on  them  from  the  walls.  There  is  lacking*  hoi 
ever,  the  choleric  and  dangerous  air  of  Tombstoni 
People  make  way  for  you  to  pass  if  you  wish,  and 
not  seem  exclusively  occupied  with  looking  about  £( 
somebody  to  tread  on  the  tails  of  their  coats. 

If  Tucson  be  without  historic  remains  of  its  o«ii, 
has  one  of  the  loveliest  possible  in  its  vicinity,  the 
mission  church  of  San  Xavier  del  Bac. 

San  Xavier  is  on  the  reservation  of  the  Chriatianij 
Papago  Indians,  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Valley,  ton  miles 
the  southward.     It  is  a  new  sensiition  even  for  o»ie  froi 
Mexico  who  may  have  flattered  himself  that  he  know 
style  completely.     This  ancient  landmark  of  a  frontu 
civilization  which,  since  its  destruction,  has  not  been  evi 
faintly  approached  in  its  kind,  is  not  surpassed  cither  ii 
Mexico  or  out  of  it  for  the  quaintTiess,  the  qualities 
form  and  color,  and  the  gentle  sentiment  of  melancholj 
that  appeal  to  the  artistic  sense.     Old  Father  Time  hi 
trodden  with  heavy  step  on  green  wooden  bulconies  in* 
its  front,  broken  out  their  floors,  and  left  parts  of  themj 
dangling   free.     The   original   sweet-toned  bronze   belk- 
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Btill  han^  in  one  of  the  towere.     The  space,  t^ruiinatinj 
iu  a  scrolleU  gable,  between  the  towers  is  enriched  wii 
escutcheons   and    rampant    lions,   wreathed    in    foliage.! 
Nicljcs  hold  grotesque   broken  atatnes,  and  complicate 
pilasters  flank  tlic  entrance  doorway,  the  whole  formi 
in  stucco  upon  a  basis  of  moulded  bricks.     Wliere  a  poi 
tioD  has  fallen  away  it  can  be  seen  that  the  pilasters  ai 
constructed  upon  or  held  together  by  a  ceotre  consistinj 
of  a  stick  of  timber. 

The  designer,  whoever  he  may  have  I>e6n,  was  inspired 
by   Venetian -Byzantine    traditions.     It   is    roofed    with^^ 
numerous  simple  domes  and  half-domes.     The  intcrior^f 
of  these,  frescoed  with  angels  and  evangelists,  the  chan- 
cel walls,  almost  covered  with  gilding,  but  stained  am 
battered,  and  the  painted  and  gilded  lions  on  the  chani 
rails,  recall  to  the  least  observant  Saint  Mark's  at  Yenicaj 
The  style  is  not  quite  consistently  carried  out,  howevi 
A  later  rococo  decomtiou,  as  exuberant  as  the  vagaries 
East  Indian  work,  mingles  with  and  at  places  overrides 
it.    A  Henri  II.  candlestick  will  give  a  certain  idea  of; 
the  pattern  of  the  columns. 

The  date  has  disappeared  from  the  fa^ide,  but  it  is  be-j 
lieved  to  be  about  176S,  and  the  present  edifice  was  builtj 
on  the  niins  of  a  former  one,  going  back  much  nearer  to 
1654,  when  the  mission  to  the  Papagos  was  first  begtin. 
Large  angels,  with  bannerets,  their  draperies  formed  of] 
pitpier-mache  or  gummed    muslin,  are   attached   to  the] 
main  chancel   piers ;   and  a  painted  and  gilded  Virgin,] 
with  a  long  face,  and  hair  brushed  up  from  a  high  foi 
head,  as  in  the  sculptures  of  Jean  Goojon,  looks  do^ 
from  a  high  altar  niche. 

All  within  is  of  a  mediieval  richness  and  obscurity. 
All  without  is  broad  sunshine  falling  upon  the  peaceful 
Papago  village.     A  few  old  men  trudge  about,  concern- 
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o!-rlicWjy  Matters.  By  Eucxek 
RnwAiin».  Crown  8vo,  half-boand, 
121.  6d. 


Dob3on  (W.  T.),  Works  by  : 

Literary  Frivolities,  Fancies,  Folliss, 
and  FroUca  I'cmi  6vo,  clutb  liinp, 
2«.  6iL 

Poetical  In^nultiea  and  Eecentrl- 
citlea     Pu^l  8vo,  cloth  limp,  2b.  Sd. 

Ooran.  —  Memories    of    our 

QreatTowns;  wilh  Aoecdofic  Glean- 
itiKs  coficeniioK  ihcir  Worrhies  ami 
llicir  Oddities,  by  Dr.  Johm  Ooran, 
F.S.A.  WiXh  jS  lllualrahons.  New 
and  CfaeaMr  £aitk>fl,  ccown  Svo,  clotb 
extra,  7i  6d. 


Drama,  A  Dictionary  of  the. 

Bein){  a  cotuprelR-nsive  Guide  to  the 
Plays,  Playwrinhi*.  Players,  and  PUy- 
bousos  01  the  Uniicfl  Kingdom  and 
America,  fram  ihc  Earttcst  to  ibv  Pro- 
sent  Times.  By  W.  Datknpokt 
Adams.  (llniform  with  Brewxr's 
'■  Reader's  Handbook.")  Crown  8vo. 
hall-bouod,  12s.  0d.       [In  prepuraiiam. 

Dramatists,  The  Old.  Crown 
Svo,  cloth  extra,  with  Vif^ncltc  Por- 
traits, 6l  per  Vol. 

B^n  Jonion'a  Works.  With  Notes 
Critical  and  Explanatory  and  a  Uio- 
graphical  Memoir  bjr  VV  m.  Cifpord. 
Edited  by  Colonel  Cunhih&ham. 
Three  Vol  a 

Chapman's  Works.  Complete  In 
Thrrn  Vols.  Vol.  I.  contains  the 
Plays  complete,  including  the  douhi- 
tul  ones;  Vol.  H,,  the  Poems  and 
Minor  Tran  slat  ions,  with  nti  Intro- 
ductory Essay  bv  Algkrhoh  Cmas. 
Swikhuknb:  Vol.  Ill,,  the  TransU- 
lioos  o£  the  [luul  and  Odyssey. 

Marlowe's  Works.  Iiicludins  hia 
TtansUiions.  Edited,  with  Notes 
and  Introduction,  by  Col,CtNNtNa- 
HAU.     One  Vol. 

MasBlnger's  Plays.  From  the  Text  oE 
WtLUAM  GiFFuao.  Edited  by  Col. 
CuHHiNOKAM.    One  Vol, 


Dyer.  —  The     Folk  -  Lore     of 

Plants.    By  T.  F.  Thtseltoh  Dvrs, 

M-A-     Crown   &vo,   cloth   extr^i,   fli. 

{in  prtparatton, 

Edwards,  Betham..  —  Felicia  : 

A  Novel.    By  M.  Bsthau-Edwaros. 
Post    8vo,    illuBlratod      boards,    Si.  ; 

crown  Svo,  doUi  oztn,  9s.  M. 


Early   English    Poets.    Edited, 

with  Introductions  and  Annntatioo*. 
by  Hev.  A-D-GaoSABT,  r>  D  Crown 
ttvo,  cloth  boards,  68.  ptr  Volume. 

Flotchsr'a  (Olles,  8  0.)  Complvta 
Poema.     One  Vol. 

Oavles'  (Sir  John)  Complsta 
Poetical  Works.    1'wo  Vol&. 

Herrlolt'a  'Robert)  Complete  Col- 
lected Poem*.     Three  Vols. 

SIdrKiy'a  (Sir  Philip)  Complete 
Poetical  Works.    Thrn:  Vols. 


Edwardes(Mrs.  Annie),  Novel* 

by: 

A  Point  of  Honour.    Post  Bvo,  Ulus* 

trated  boards,  Is. 
Archie  Lovell.      Post  8vo,  illostrated 

boards,  2s. ;  crown  &v-o,  ctotb  cKtra, 

S«  Gd. 

Eggleston.  —  Roxy:  A  Novel. 
i^y  Edward  Eqglcstok,  Post  Vvo, 
iliustratsd  boards,  3k  ■  crovm  Broi, 
cloth  extra.  U,  M. 

Emanuel.— On  Diamonds  and 

PreclousStones:  th^ir  Mistorv, Value, 
and  Properties  :  with  Simple  "fesls  for 
ascerlainiosihc-ir  KraJity.  By  Haxrt 
EuAHuat^  F.R.G.S-  With  nnmeroiu 
Illustrations,  tiuled  .tn'l  |>lain.  Crown 
Svo,c]otli  extra,  gilt,  flB. 

Englishman's  House,  The:  A 

Practical  Guide  to  all  uiterested  En 
Seloctio^  or  Building  a  Hottae,  with 
full  Estimates  of  Cost,  QuAnliliea,  ftc 
BvC  J.  RicHAk[>so!4.  Third  Edition. 
With  nrarly  C^v)  Illtistralions.  Crown 
Svo,  cloth  extra,  7l  6d.  .^ 

Ewald  ^Alex.  Charles,  F.S.A.), 

Works  by: 

Stories  rpom  the  Stat«  Papara. 
WiiUan  AutotypuFocjUinilo.  Crown 
ftvo,  clulli  c&tia,  Si. 

The  Lira  and  Tlmei  of  Prlne* 
Charles  Stuart,  Count  of  Albany, 
commonly  called  the  Vonng  Prv> 
lender.  From  the  Stale  Papers  aJod 
othvr  Sonrces.  New  and  Cbeapar 
Edition,  with  a  Portrait,  crown  ^O, 
cloth  extra,  7s.  6d. 

Falrholt— Tobacco :  Its  His- 
tory and  Associations :  with  an  Ao- 
count  of  the  Plant  and  its  Manu- 
facture, and  its  Modes  of  I'sr  in  all 
Axes  and  Countries.  By  F.  W.  Pais. 
HOLT,  P^.A.  With  Coloured  Frontis- 
piece and  upMrards  of  too  lllanra- 
tions  by  the  Author.  Crown  Svo,  cJotfa 
oitra,  H. 
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Familiar  Allusions:    A  Hand-  , 
book  of   Miftullaoeous  Informaiion ; 
iiicludiuK    lliv    Nduies   o(   Celebrated    | 
Stalues.  I'iuiitin^s.   Palaces,   Country    ^ 
SnatA,  KuiQs,  Churches,  Ships,  Sliccts.    , 
Clubs,  Natural    Curiosities,   aud   the    i 
like.      By    William    A.     Wmhrli**. 
Authnrol"  Noted  Names  of  I-ictinii :" 
and  Charlkb  G.  WiiBrLBR.    Denij- 
8vo,  cloth  mrm,  7i.  9A. 

Faraday  (Michael),  Works  by  .- 

The  ChomfcAl  History  of  a  Candle  : 
t,«ciures delivered  bcfofca  Juvenile 
Aiidtcnre  at  the   Royal    lofttllution.     ' 
Edited  by  William  Choohls,  F.C.S.    , 
Po»(  hvo.  cloth  eiira,  wttli  numerous    I 
lllu<^ir.iiion^.  4>  6d. 

On  the  Various  Forcea  of  Nature, 
and  ttielr  Relations  to  each  oilier : 
I.cctiirc&  delivered  before  a  Juvenile 
Audience  at  the  Royal  lostitulion. 
Edited  by  Wti.LiAM  Crookes,  F.C.S. 
Post  Svo,  clotli  t'xtra,  with  numerous 
tUustraiioDs.  4a.  6d. 


FIn-Bec.  —  The   Cupboard 

Papera :  Obitervntions  od  the  Art  of 
LiviuK  and  Dininf;*  By  Fix-Bec,  Post 
6vo,  cloth  ltmi>,  2i.  6d. 

Fitzgerald  (Percy),  Works  by: 
The  Reerefttionsofa  Literary  Man  : 
or,  Does  Wriiing  Pay?  Willi  Re- 
collections of  MJiiie  f.itf'rjiry  Mi-n, 
and  a  View  of  a  Lttctary  Mao'^ 
Workinc  Life.  Crown  8vo,  clotli 
estra,  ta. 
The  World  Behind  the  Scenes. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  estra,  3s.  8d. 

Post  8vo,  illasirated  boards,  Si,  each. 
Bella  Donna. 
Never  Forgotten. 
Tho  Second  Mrs.  Tlllotaon. 
Polly. 
Seventy  Ave  Broohe  Strttat. 


Fletcher's  (Giles,    B.D.)  Com- 

RIcte  Poems :  Chriitt's  Vtctorie  in 
'r.iv^n,  Chrisl'^  Victoi  tr  ou  Earth. 
Christ's  Triumph  over  Death,  and 
Minor  Poems.  With  McmoriaMntro- 
duction  and  Notes,  by  the  Rev.  A. 
11.  .Gkdkart,  D.D.  Crown  Hvo,  cloth 
boards,  6i. 

Fonbianque.— Filthy  Lucre  :  A 
Novel,  By  Albany  de  Fomblanque. 
Post  8vo,  illiulraled  boards,  St. 


Fr»anclllon  (R.  E.).  Novels  by: 

Crown  8vo,  cloih  extra,  St  6d.each  ; 
post  8vo,  iliukt.  boards,  Ss.  each. 

Olympta- 

Quoen  Cophetua. 

One  by  One. 
Eftthor'a  Glove.    Fcap.  fivo,  picture 

COVff,  It. 

Frost  (Thomas),  Works  by: 

Crown  8vo,  dodi  nclra,  Ss.  6d.  each. 
ClPCUB  Life  and  Cfrcua  Cetebrltlea. 
The  Lives  of  the  CotxJurers. 
The    Old    Showmen    and    the    Old 
London  Fair*. 

French  Literature,  History  of 
ftv  Hkmki  Vak  Laik.  romi»K|c  in 
Ttirr^  Vols.,  ifpmy  (tvo.  ct.  NIs..  23s.  M. 

Gardening  Books: 

A  Year's  Work  In  Garden  nnd  Green- 
house: Practical  Aitvicr  lo  Aiiiatctir 
( jordeoers  a<i  to  ihc  MaiMtfCUieDt  ol 
the  Flower.Fruit,  and  Fr.in)e  C.«rden. 
ByGr-nnoE  GLt-^MV.  Post  tiV(.t,cloili 
limp,  la.  6d. 

Our  Kitchen  Garden  -  Th/*  Plania  we 
Grow,  and  How  w«  Cwik  Tbnn. 
By  Tom  Ierrold,  AuUior  ot  "Tlie 
Garden  thai  Paid  ihc  Rent,"  Alc. 
Poftt  Svu,  cluth  limp,  2s.  6d. 

Household  Horticulture:  .^  Gossip 
about  riowcr*.  hy  Ton*  ami  Janc 
Jkrrolo.  Illtisiratcd  Pukt  t)vo, 
cioib  limp,  tt.  6d. 

The  Garden  that  Paid  the  Rent. 
By  Tom  Jkrkolu.  IVap  Hvo,  illus- 
trated cover,  li.;  cluth  limp,  la 

My  Garden  Wild,  and  What  I  Gi 
there.  By  Fbahc  is  GcoitnK  He^Tt 
CrowD  8vo.  cio(b   extra.  M. ;     gill 
edKCR,  te. 

Garrett.— The  Capel  Girlsl  A 

Novel.  By  Edward  Gahiiictt.  Pom 
Hvo,  illustrated  l>oardfi,2|. ;  crown  tivo, 
cloth  extra,  3«.  6d. 

Gentleman's  Magazine  (The) 

for  1863.  One  ShillinK  Monthly. 
*'Tho  Now  'Abelard,"  Rudrht  Bv- 
chananS  New  Serial  Storv,  was  bci^iin 
in  tbti  JAMUAXY  Number  oi  The  Gek- 
tleman's  Mag.\zjse.  This  Number 
contained  many  other  iotcrestiui* 
Article*,  the  continuation  of  Julian 
HAWTHORNr's  Story.  "  Dust,  and  a 
further  initalmeot  of  "Science  Nolee." 
by  VV.  Mattilu  Williams,  F.R.A.S. 
•,•  Now  rroJ.v.  the  i'otiime  far  Julv  to 

DecEMNtR,  1SS2,  cloth  extra, pnceBt.O^  ; 

Caus  for  binding,  Sa.  taeh. 


German  Popular  Stories.  Col- 

leciM  by  the  Brolb«n  GuMU,  and 
TiaiisUtedbjr  EuaAK  Tayloh.  Editri.), 
withAn  Iniroducrtion,  by  Johm  RusKin. 
With  tt  lUustntions  OD  Steel  by 
Ckhrok  CuviKsHAwii.  Sqture  8vo, 
clolh  citnt,  e>.  6d. ;  gilt  edf^es,  ?■.  Ad. 

Gibbon  (Charles).  Novels  by  : 

Eacli  in  crown  9vo,  clotli  rxtri,  3l.  6(L, 
or  post  Svo,  Ulustraled  boards.  Si. 

Robin  Gray. 

Foi*  L»ck  of  Qotd, 

What  will  the  World  Soy? 

In  Honour  Sound. 

In  Love  and  War. 

For  tho  King. 

Qufton  of  the  Maadow. 

In  Postures  Green. 

Post  Svo.  iiliitirated  boardjt,  Si. 

The  Dead  Heart 
Crown  Hvn,  cloth  cxtTA,  3i.  6d.  c^cli. 

The  Braee  of  Yarrow. 

The  Flower  of  the  Forest. 

A  Heart's  Problem. 
Tliri-o  Viitn.,  rronn  Hvo,  All.  M.  each. 

The  Golden  Shaft. 

or  High  Deeroe. 

Fanoy-Frea.    Two  rols.,  crown  Bvo. 
{In  tht  prta. 


Gilbert  (William),  Novels  by  : 

I'on  t»vo,  iltustratcd  boards,  2l.  each. 

Or.  Austin's  Guests. 

The  Wizard  of  the  Mountain. 

James  Ouko,  Costermonger. 

Gilbert  (W.  S.).  Original  Piays 

by:  Id  Two  Srrios.  each  complete  In 
its*--ir.  pri>''<  9>.  6d-  eacb.  Fih»t  Skkies 
contains  Tbc  Wicked  World — Pyenia- 
lion  aiid  Galatea  —  Charity  -  The 
Princess— Tho  Patoce  of  Truth— Trial 
bj;  Jury.  The  SxcONrt  Skrirs  con- 
laini  broken  Hearts  —  En^atfed  — 
Swoctbcarts— GretcltcD — Dan  1  Druce 
—Tom  Cobb— H. M.S.  Pinafore— Thu 
Sorcert-r-Tbe  Pir*tr_»of  Penr.iDce. 

Glenny.— A  Year's  Work  in 
Garden  atrd  Qroenhouse:  Practical 
Advice  to  Amateur  Gardeners  as  to 
tbo  MsflAiEeinent  of  the  Flower,  Frmt. 
luid  Frame  Gerden.  Dy  Cioroc 
Glinkv.    Po«t  Svo,  cloth  l>tni>.  Si.  6d. 

Godwin. — Lives  of  the  Necro. 
manoera.  Bv  Willuu  Oodwih. 
Vosi  Svo,  cWtb  lioip,  2f. 


Golden  Library,  The 

Square  ifimo  (Tauchnitx  sixc),  clutb 

licnp.  2s.  per  volume. 
Ballad  History  of  England.    Bj  W, 

C.   lil.SST.TX. 

Bayard  Tavlor'a  Dlverslona  of  ttw 

Echo  CillB. 
Byron's  Don  Juan. 
Godwin's    (William)     Lives    of     the 

Nocromanoers. 
Holmoe's   Autocrat    of    the    Break 

fast  Table.    W'lib  au  lntru>lu<tion 

by  G.  A.  Sala. 
Holmes's  Professor  at   the    Break 

fast  Table. 
Hood's  Whlnvs  and  Oddtttee.    Con»- 

plfte.    With  ali  the  origitial  IUu»U.t- 

tioDS. 
Irvlng's  (Washington)  Tales    of    a 

Traveller. 

IrvlnQ's  (Washington)  TaIo*  Of  tfic 
Alhambra, 

Jesse's  (Edwcuxl)  Scene*  luid  Oc 
oupationa  of  a  Country  LIfii. 

Lnmb'i  Essays  of  Ella,  fiotb  &«;•.« 
Complete  io  One  Vol. 

Leigh  Hunt's  Eaaaya :  A  Talc  (or  m 
CTumoey  Corner,  and  other  Pieces. 
With  Poiliatl,  aitd  liiUoductkiA  by 
EOMLND  Ot.:.tEU. 

Mallory's  (Sir  Thomaa)  Mort 
d'Arthur :  The  Sioriet  of  king 
Arthur  and  of  the  Knights  of  Ibe 
Kound  T.^ble.    Edited  b/  B.  MoNT- 

OOMCMK  RaNKIMC. 

Paocal's  Provlnalal  Letters.  A  Kew 
Trao&Utioii,  with  Hisloifc^t  totrO' 
•luctiou  iutd  Noit^,  by  T.  M'CaJi. 
D.D. 

Pope's  Poatlcal  Worfca.    ComplMa.    i 

Rochefoucauld's  Maxims  and  MoraT 
ReHectlons.  With  Notes  md  In- 
[loduciory  Essay  by  SAis'iK-Di-L'vt. 

St.  Pierre's  Paul 
The  Indian  Cottaj£e 
Lite,  by  the  Rev.  E.  CLAHKt. 

Shelley's  Early  Poema,  and  Queen 
Mab.    With  Es^y  by  LeiiiH  Ht^Nt. 

Shelley's  Later  Pocfna:  Lson  and 
Cythna.  Stc 

Shelley's  Posthumous  Poern^  tho 
Shelley  Papers,  &c. 

Shelley's  Proae  Worka  inrlodifti;  A 
RcfuiaiioQ  of  Deuai,  /asttocri,  Sl. 
Irvyae,  Ac. 

White's  Natural  History  of  Sal 
borne.  Edited,  wiUi  AcfditiOtu.  by 
Thomas  Browm.  F.L.S. 


and  Virginia,  aitrf 
Edited,  wttb 
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Golden  Treasury  of  Thought. 

The:  An  Enr.YCLor^DiA  of  Quota- 
tions from  Writers  of  all  Times  and 
Countries.  Selected  and  Edited  bv 
Throdore  Tatlor.  Crown  Svo,  cloiii 
Rilt  and  gilt  cdgr-s  7>.  8(L 


Gordon    Gumming.—  In    the 

Hcbridoft.  ByC.  F.  Gordon  Ci^MMtNC. 
Author  oi  ■■At  Home  In  Fiji."  With 
Aiilotype  racsiditir  and  numrrous 
tull*paf!Q  1 1  lu&trdtions.  Detny  Ivo. 
clotb  extra.  St.  6d.         [in  ptcparation. 

Graham.  —  The  Professor's 
WIffa  :  A  .Stor);.  By  Leonaio  Graham. 
Fcap.  Svo,  pictuxo  cover,  la.;  cloth 
extra,  Si.  Bd. 


Greeks  and  Romans.  The  Life 

of  the,  Df^scribed  from  Antique  Monu- 
ments. By  E»K  ST  C  UHi-  and  \V. 
KoNBi,  Ttnnilatetl  fnmi  tlir  Tliinl 
German  Editinn,  Rud  KditM  by  Dr. 
F.  HuEFpRB.  With  545  IllcMrationt. 
New  and  Cbeaper  Edition,  demy  Svo, 
cloth  cKirA,  7i.  dd. 


Greenwood  (James),  Works  by: 

Th«  Wilds  of  London.     Crown  Bvo, 

cloth  extra,  38.  dd. 
Low  Life  D«epa:    An  Acrount  of  tin* 

Strange   r-'i&ti    to  be   Found   Tlicie. 

Crovv-n  8vo,  cloth  evtm,  3i.  6d. 
DIcIt  Tamplfl:    A   Novel.      Pott  Itvo, 

illustrated  boards,  2s. 


Quyot.— The  Earth  and  Man  ; 

or,  Physical  Geogrnphv  in  its  relatinn 
to  the  History  of  MankiDd.  Ity 
Arnold  Guvot,  With  Additions  by 
ProfesaonAGAisix,  PiKKce,andGKA>; 
la  Maps  and  Enifravinga  on  Stec-I, 
some  Coloured,  and  copious  Index. 
Crown  Bvo.  cloth  extra,  gtli,4i.  6d. 

Hair    (The):    Its  Treatment    in 

Hcallh,  Weakness,  and  DtsciM . 
Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  J. 
PtNCUS.    Crown  Svo,  U. ;  cloth,  lS.Ga. 


Hake  (Dr.  Thomas   Gordon). 

Poems  by ; 
Maiden   Ccatasy.      Small  410,  cloth 
extra.  8s. 

New    Symbola.     Ciowii   Svo,    clotb 
extra,  QM. 

Lesenda  of  the  Morrow.   Crown  8n-o, 
cloth  extra,  fla. 


The  Serpent  Ptoy. 
C'ltra,  68. 


Crown  Svcdotb 


Half-Hours  with  Foreign  Nov- 

ellsta.  With  Nntice*  of  tlicir  Liven 
and  Writings.  By  Hklkh  and  Aurn 
ZiMMCRM.  A  New  Edition.  Two  Voli., 
crown  h\Q.  r.Ioth  I'xlia,  12a. 

Hail.— Sketches  of  Irish  Chrv- 
ractor.  By  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall.  Willi 
ntimeroUB  illustrations  on  Steel  and 
Wood  by  Macurk,  Git.iiriiT.HAKVf.v, 
and  C.  CRt;iic9iiANii.  ^tcdill^l  bvo, 
cloth  extra,  gilt,  7b.  6d. 

Halllday.— Every-day   Papers. 

By  Andrew  Hallioav.  Poat  Svo, 
iUnstrated  board*,  2a. 

Handwriting,  The  Philosophy 

of.  With  over  roo  Facsiinilps  .mil  E<- 
planalory  Text  Hy  Don  Pri.ix:  dk 
Salamanca.  Post  tfvo,  cloth  Itinp.Sa.  Gd. 

Hanky  Panky:    A  Collection  of 

Very  EasyTricks.Very  Difficult  Tricks. 
White  Magic,  Sleieht  ol  Hand.  &c. 
Edited  by  W.  H.  Ck£MIR.  With  3(g 
Illustrations.  Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra, 
4a.  01 

Hardy  (Lady  Duffus).  —  Paui 
Wynter's  Sacrifice :  A  81017.  '^V 
Lady  Durrus  Hakpv.  Post  Svo,  illasl. 
boanis,  2s. 

Hardy  (Thomiis).— Under  the 
Greenwood  Tree.  IJy  Tmoma*.  Hasivv. 
Author  of  "  Far  from  the  Madding 
Crowd."  Crown  Bvo,  cloth  extra, 
3s.  UL  ;  post  Bvo,  illustrated  boards,  Xa. 

Haweis  (Mrs.  H.  R.),  Works  by : 

The  Art  of  Dreaa.  With  nomcrous 
Illustrntions.  Small  Svo,  ilhuiraicd 
cover,  iB. ;  clotb  limp,  Is.  6d. 

The  Art  of  Beauty.  Square  9vo, 
cloth  eitr.i,  Kilt  edses.  with  Co- 
I'turcd  Frontispiecr  and  nearly  100 
lllustnlions.  101.  Gd. 

The  Art  of  Decoration.  Square  Svo, 
lundsomoly  bound  and  profuKcly 
Illustratttd,  IQi.  Sd. 

Chaucer  for  Children:  A  Goldrn 
Key.  With  EiKht  Coh>nr«?d  Pictures 
ana  aumcrous  Wo<>dcut*.  New 
Edition,  small  \\o,  cloth  extra,  Ai. 

Chaucer  for  Schools.  Dciuy  Svo, 
cloth  limp.  ai.  6d. 


Haweis  (Rev.  H.  R.j.— American 
Humorists,  Inchid'nK  WASHiHcTos 
laviMo,  Olitkr  WcNnrLL  Hoi.Mtts. 
jAMits  Russell  Lowkll.  .\iiti:ml-s 
war»,Mark  Twain, and  Bret  Hartr. 
By  the  Rev.  H.  R.  Haweis.  M.A. 
Crown  Bvo,  cloth  vstra,  Ss. 
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Hawthorne  f  Julian),  Novels  by. 

Crown  gvo.  ciolh  rxtri),  S»,  8d.  parb; 
Itohi  Uvo,  illustrAicd  boards,  3i.  each. 

Oarth. 

Ellfc«  Quentln. 

S«baatlan  Strome. 

Mr*.      Oainsborough'ft       Diamonds. 

I-cdp.  hvo.    illustrdied    cover.  Is.  ; 

cloin  ciir.t,  3i.  6d. 
Pplnce  Sajwni'ft  Wife,  &c.  Cratra  tivo, 

cloth  eitra.  3s.  61. 
OuBt:  .\  Novel.    Three  Vols.,  crown 

tfvw.  3U.  Bd. 


Heath   (F.   G.).  —  My    Garden 

wild,  and  WltAt  I  Orvw  Ther<>.  Ry 
Francis  Georor  HbATH.  Author  of 
■■  TUa  Fern  World,"  Ac,  Crown  Bvo, 
rlotli  extra,  fis. ;  cloth  |(iU,  iuid  gill 
ulgefi,  as. 


Helps  (Sir  Arthur),  Works  by  : 

Animalft  and   th«lp  Maateps.      Post 

»\u.  cloth  limp,  2s.  Qd. 
Iv«n  da  Blron:  A  Novtl.    Crown  8vo, 

doth  extra,  3b.  81.;  post  Svo,  Uluft. 

tMted  boards,  2t. 


Heptatogia    (The);     or,     The 

Sevtn   ag;tin»t    SeniU!.       A    Cap   willt 
S'veii  Bells.     Crown  S^-o,  clotli  extta. 


Herbert.— Tho  Poems  of  Lord 
Herbert  of  Cherbury.  Edited,  with 
All  Inirwliiction,  l>y  ).  Chukton 
LoM.i»A.  Crown  bvo,  bound  in  parch- 
inctii.  Ss  ;  I.arKe-Paper  copies  (only 
so  printed).  16*. 

Merrick's  (Robcrtj  Hesperides, 

Ni4tio  Ntiiitber^,  and  Coniplrtc  Col- 
lided t'ocms.  With  Memorial- Intru- 
ductton  and  N'olca  l>y  the  Re«.  A.  D. 
GKOiiAtcr,  [>.D,  Ste»!l  P. 'trail.  Index 
of  Fir^tt  I.ta*;fi,  and  Gloft&arial  Index, 
&.C.  Thntc  Vols,,  crown  Sro,  cloth 
Iraard^,  U«. 

Hesse-  Wartcgg       (Chevalier 

£rnst  von).  Work*  by  : 

Tunis:  The  Land  and  rhe  People. 
With  21  lUuatrafioDS.  Crown  Svo, 
ctoili  extra,  3s.  Gd. 

The  New  South  Wett:  Travelling 
Sketches  from  Kiniuts,  New  Mtnico, 
AriKoux.  and  Northern  Mexico. 
With  100  hoe  IlluBtraiions  and  i 
Map«.  Domy  8vn.  cloth  extra, 
I4S.  [/'I  prrpatatioti. 


Hjndley  (Charles),  Works  by: 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3i.  6(1.  Mch, 
Tavern  Anecdote*  and  Sayinge  :  In- 
clodin^  the  Oriifin  of  bitUi&.  nnd 
Reniiiiii-cciice-s  coiinccttn  witt* 
Tavern*.  Coffee  Houses,  Clubs.  &C,_ 
With  Illiiitr^rion^. 
The  Lifa  and  Adventures  of  a  ChaapT 
Jack.  By  Ooe  ot  the  Fraternity. 
Edited  by  CtlAKLES  HlKnuir. 


Holmes(OIIverWendclI),Works 

by: 
The     Autocrat    of    the    BrcatrfaBt 

Table.    Ilhistrated    hv  J.   C-.  i- ^ 

TtinMsoii.       Post    8vo.   clolh    i.  Mj.. 

2s.  6d  ;  another  Edition  in  snt.tilL> 

Ijfpo.  with  ail  Introduction  1*7  (J*  A. 

Sala.     Past  6vo,  cloth  limp,  a. 
The    Profouor  at    the    Brcakrhat 

Table:  Nvitliihe  Story  of  Iria.     Pu&t 

Svo,  cloth  liui[>.  2s. 

Holmes.  —  The  Science  of 
Vofco  Produetion  and  Voice  Preeer 
vatlon:  A  Popular  Maittul  lor  the 
Use  of  SpeuLiTx  and  Sinprrs.  Ily 
GoRiKiN  Hnt.M^:s,  M.D.  Crown  ^vo, 
cluth  limp,  with  ItlustratioiUtli.  61. 

Hood  (Thomas): 

Hood'e  Choice  Works,  >u  Pr^se  ar>d 
VcrAO.  Including  the  Cream  of  ilie 
Comic  Annuals.  With  Life  of  the 
Author,  Porirair,  and  aoo  Illn^tra- 
tiona.  Cruwu  hvo,  doth  eKlia,7s.  SI 

Hood's  Whims  and  Oddities.  C'Jin- 
(ilcte.  With  aH  thr  orti;inal  IMus. 
tratiooB.    Post  tivo,  cloth  limp,  2i- 

Hood  (Tom),  Works  by  : 

From  Nowitere  to  the  North  Pola; 
A    N•.H(h'^   ArkiDological    N<trraitV4 
With  2}   llhislrntioiit  by  W.  Rrl 
TOM    and    ii.    C   Barhks.      Si]l 
crown  ^vo,  cloth  extra,  Kilt  eiliijA,  6s. 

A  Qolden  Heart:  .\  Novel.  I*os!  Svo, 
illustrated  boards,  2fl. 

Hook  s  (Theodore)  Choice  Hu- 
morous Works,  including  bis  Litdi- 
croin  Adventure's, Bon-.  Mel*,  Pminand 
Iloaxc4.  With  a  New  Lile  of  the 
Autbur.  PorlraitB,  facsimiles,  aiul 
lllusira-.iona.  Crown  Svo.  clo<h  extra, 
gilt,  7s.  61. 

Home.— Orion  :  An  p:pic  Poem. 

in  Three  Books.  Hv  RtrHAsn  Hun- 
at  ST  HoKHB.  With  Photoirraphin 
Portrait  from  a  Mcdatlion  by  S(.-w. 
u  E  Rs.  Ten  th  Edition,  crown  Svo, 
cloth  exit  a.  7l. 
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Howell.— Conflicts  of  Capftal 

and  Labour,  Historically  and  Eco- 
noinic;tUy  con&idered :  Beiofc  a  His- 
torv  and  Review  of  the  Tr^ile  Uniotis 
of  ureat  Britain,  showing  Ihrir  Origin, 
Procress,  CoDStituiion,  aod  Objects,  iu 
iheir  FoUticRl,  Social,  biconotnica). 
and  Industrial  Aspects.  ByGEOKOs 
Howell.       Crown   Bvo,  cloth  exlra, 

71.  ed. 
HuefTer. — The    Troubadours : 

A  History  of  Pro»«ncal  .Life  and 
Literatoru  in  th«  Middle  Agos.  Bv 
pRANri<f  Hl-|^r8K.  Demy  8vo,  dotfa 
extra,  lt>.  00. 


Hugo.  —  The    Hunchback    of 

Notp*    Dam*.      By    Victok    Ht;DO. 
Post  Svo,  illustrated  boards.  Si. 


Hunt.—Essaya  by  Leigh  Hunt. 
A  Tale  lor  a  Cbimapy  Comer,  and 
other  Pieces.  With  Portrait  and  In- 
troduction by  EDML'no  Otuait.  Post 
Bvo,  cloth  limp,  Xt. 


H  unt  ( M  PS.  Alfred ),  Novels  by ; 

Thopnicpofl's  Model.  Crown  bvo, 
tloib  eitr.i,  3a.  M. ;  [>*sl  Svo,  illus- 
trated bD.1Td8,  2i. 

The  Lead  on  Catket.  Crown  Bva, 
cloth  r-xtra,  3a  6d. ;  pust  8vo,  illus- 
trated boards,  2s. 

SalfCondamned.  Three  VoU.,  crown 
hvo,  31*.  fid. 


Ingelow— Fated  to  be  Free :  A 

Novel.  By  Jeam  iNcrtow.  Crown 
Hvo,  cloth  extra,  %.  fid.-  post  Bvo, 
ilhistraled  boards.  2i. 


Ireland  under  the  Land  Act : 

I.etlers  10  the  Standard  during  Ihc 
Crisis.  ConlaininR  the  most  recent 
Information  abotil  the  Sl.»te  of  the 
Country,  the  Popalar  Leaders,  the 
League,  the  Working  of  the  Su'>  Com- 
miuions,  &c.  With  Leadine  Cases 
under  the  Act,  eiving  ibe  Evidence  in 
fall;  Judicial  Dicta,  &c.  ByB.CANT- 
Wall.    Crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  6>. 

Irving  (Washington),Work8  by: 

Pott  Svo,  cloth  limp,  2l.  each. 
,  Tales  of  a  Travflller. 
TaJee  of  the  Alhambra. 

-James.— Oonfldence :  A  Novel. 

By  Hemrv  Jauks,  Jun.  Crown  8ro, 
cloth  extra,  3a.  fid. ;  post  ttvo,  illue* 
trated  boards,  28. 


Janvier.- Practical  Keramlcs 
for  StudwtU.  By  Cathirink  A. 
Jarvirr.    Crown  Bvo,  cloth  extra,  6f. 

Jay  (Harriett),  Novels  by.  Each 

crown  Bvo,  clotli  tuira.  3i.  (d. ;  or  pott 
6vo,  itlii»lf»ted  iMMrds,  2t. 

The  Dark  Colleen. 

The  Queen  of  Conneught. 

JefTerles.— Nature  near  Lon- 
don. By  Richard  jBrfKBiss,  Author 
of  "The  Gamekeeper  at  Home.'* 
Crown  6to.  cloth  extra,  0i. 

Jennings   (H.  J.\— Curlosltiea 

of  Crltloiam.    By  Hekry  j.  jEiiKtNC(l» 

Post  bvo.  clotb  limp,  2i.  &L 

Jennings  (Hargrave).  —  The 
RfMlcrucUuia :  Their  Rites  and  Mys- 
teries. With  Chapter!  on  the  Ancleot 
Fire  and  Serpt^nt  Worshippers.  By 
Haroravr  JitxNiMGS.  With  Five  full- 
page  Flatea  and  upwards  of  joo  Illus- 
trations, A  New  Edition,  crdSvo  Svo, 
clotb  extra,  7l.  Od. 


Jerrold  (Tom),  Works  by : 

Tha  Garden  that  Paid  tb«    Rent. 

Bjr  Tou  JtcRXoLD.     Fcap  Svo.  iHus* 

trated  cover,  li. ;  cloth  Itmp.  la.  Od. 
Household  Hortleulture:    A   Gossip 

about  Flowers.    By  Tou  and  Jahb 

Jkrrolp.      Illustrated.      Post  fivo, 

cloth  litnp,  Za.  fid. 
Our    Kitchen    Oarden:   The  Planta 

we  Crow,  and  How  we  Cook  Them. 

By  Tom  Ikkroui.    Post  »vo,  dolh 

limp,  aa.  6d. 

Jesse.— Scenes   and    Occupa- 
tion* of  a  Country  Life.  By  Kdwariv 

Jrssi.     Post  8va,  cloth  limp,  2a. 

Jones  (William,  F.8.A.).  Works 

by: 

Finger  Ring  Lore:  Historical,  Le- 
gendary, and  Anecdotal,  With  over 
■ic»rs  Illusualions.  Crown  bvo,  clotb 
extra.  7a.  fid. 

Credulities,  Past  and  Present;  in- 
ciudingtbftSea  Aad  Seamen.  Miners, 
TaliHnans,Word  and  Letter  Divina- 
tion, KxorcisiDK  and  Bleuing  of 
Aniin:iU,  Birds,  Egf;s,  Luck,  &c. 
With  an  Etcbod  Frontispiece.  Crown 
Svo,  cloth  extra,  7a.  fid, 

Crowna  and  Coronations:  A  History 
of  Ko^ia  in  all  Timos  and  Coun- 
tries. With  about  [50  Illustrattoiu, 
niany  full. page.    Crown   Svo,  clolh 
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Macliae  Portrait-Gallery  (The) 
of  lllu«tr>k)u«  Lit«pary  Chariujtep*  ; 
wilh  Memoirt — Btoffraphical,  Ciilical, 
Bibliographical,  and  Ancc^oijil—illus* 
Iralivr  of  the  Lilcraltirc  of  the  former 
half  of  tlitr  Picsimt  Ontury.  By 
WiLLU\)  Bates.  B.A.  With  S3  Por- 
tniis  printed  on  an  India  Tint.  Crown 
Bvo.  cfath  extra,  7i.  6d.      [In  tht  prm. 

Magicians   Own   800k  fThe^: 

PciforniAiiccs  with  Cups  and  Ucli-*, 
EcKfl,  HaI»,  Handkerchiefs,  &c.  AM 
from  bciiiaI  Exprricocc.  Editi'd  by 
W.  H,  Ckcmf.r.  Withaoo  IlluKtratlonf.- 
Crown  Bvo,  ciuih  tritra,  4l.  6d. 

Magic  No  Mystery  :  Tricks  with 
Cards,  Dice,  Balls.  Ac,  with  fully 
descriplivr  niTcciioTi&;  the  An  of 
Secret  Wrilinic :  Training  •(  Perform* 
ins  Animalft,  &c.  With  Coloured 
Frontispiece  and  tnaar  lUustralions. 
Crown  Svo,  clotli  cTtra.  4a.  Gd- 

Magna  Charta.    An  exact  Fac- 

simile  of  the  Original  in  the  British 
Museum,  printed  on  fine  pUtc  paper, 
3  feet  by  a  feet,  with  Anns  and  Seals 
etnblaxoned  in  Gold  and  Coltmrs. 
PriMta. 

Mallock  (W.  H.).  Works  by  : 

The  New  Republic :  or.  Culture,  Faith 
am)  Philosophy  man  lin»;]i>iliC(iuntry 
Mouse.  PcKt  Kvo.  cinlh  limp,  2l.  6d. : 
Cbmp Edition,  ill ustrated  boards.  2». 

The  Now  Paul  nnd  Virginia  ;  or.  I'oti- 
liviim  on  an  I>-.Iand.  Post  Bvo.clutli 
limp,  Ss  6d. 

Poema.  Siuail  4I0,  bouod  in  parch- 
ment, 8s, 

!•  Life  worth  Llvlnf?  Crtnm  Sto, 
cloth  extra,  Gs. 

A  Romance  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen 
tury.  Socoiul  I'dttion,  with  a  Pre- 
Ijce.    Two  Vols.,  crown  evo,  31b. 

Mallory'6  (Sir  Thomas)  Mort 

d'Arthup:  Thr  Stories  of  King  Arthur 
and  of  the  Kniitht^  of  lite  Round  Tabic. 
Edited  by  B.  Mn>  r'^-^wKHiE  Rakung. 
Pott  Kvo,  tlolh  limp,  2l. 

Marryat  (Florence).  Novels  by; 

Crown  8vo,  clnlh  extra,  Ss.  6d.  each  ;  or 

po8t  8V0,  illuairated  boards,  St. 
Open  I  Sesame ' 

Written  In  Flpe. 

Po<i  flvo,  tltusiratcd  boards,  to  each. 
A  Harveat  of  Wild  Oata. 
A  Little  Stepson 
F(Bhtln(  the  Air. 


Marlowes    Works.      Incladiuj; 

hit  Trantlatfons.  Edited,  wiib  Notes 
and  Inlmduclioo,  by  Col.  L  t^niiixb- 
itAM.    Crown  8vo.  cloth  extra.  6k. 

Mark  Twain,  Works  by: 

The  Choice  Works  of  M         ~  ■■ 

ReviBf'i  and  Correcltd  1 ' 

the  Atultnr.     Wilh  Liic,  1 

numcron%  Itliit>trAtion&.    c  1  owii  -i o. 

cloth  t;\tr.;i.  7l  Gd. 
The   Adventuree  of  Tom    Sawyer. 

With  T<K>  Illustrations.    Small  Svo. 

cl'Tth  eiira.  7|.  Sd.    Chsap  Epitiom. 

tlluslr:itc[l  t>oardK,  2s 
An  Idle  Excuralon.4ntl  other  Skiitchei. 

Pokl  »vo,  illustrated  bo.ardf.  2B, 
The  Prince  and  th«  Pagpor.     W  lb 

nearly  900  IllnstratieDS-    Crown  6ro, 

cloth  extra,  7a.  6d. 
The  Innocents  Abroad  ;  nr,  The  New 

Pilsrim'fc  Proi'ir'is  :   [4eln^5oine  Ar- 

count    oi    tht    Slrwui^liip    "  yuukrT 

CilyS  "      PU-d-<urc     excursion      lo 

Kurope  and  the  linly  Land.     With 

3^4  Illn'ttrationjt.    Crown  8vo,  clotlt 

extV-a.TS-Sd.  Cm  Ar  Rihtiow  (under 

the  title  of"  M*wit  Twain'*  I'l.mnirc 

Tair"),post  h\a,  illusr.  Ixiardit,  28 
A  Tramp  Abroad.    With  J14  Ilhi5ir.i- 

Lious.   Crown  hvo.  cloth  i:itrj.7l  6lL 
The    Stolen    White    Etophant,    &c 

Crown  bvo,  cloih  <:\ira,  6a. 
Ltrta  on  the  MlaaiHlppt.     With  about 

}0}  Oritrmal    II[ua[r4(tion>.      Crowa 

bvo,  clotb  uxlra,  7S  M. 

Masslnger's  Plays.  From  thtf 
Text  ot  WiLLiaw  GirvoaD.  Ediird 
bV   Co).    CUHHIHOHAtl,       Crowtt    8vo. 

cloth  extra,  6b 
Mayhew.— London  Characters 

and  the  Humoroiia  Side  of  London 
Life.  l*y  l1r!«RY  Mamiciw.  With 
numerous  Illusrratfonx.  Ceowd  ^o, 
clotb  extra.  Sa   6d. 


Mayfair  Library.  The: 

Post  8vo,  cloth  limp,  2a.  6d.  per  Volume. 
A  Journey   Round    My   Room.       Uj 

Xavikk    ni;    MAismt.. 

by  Mf-xrv  AtTweui-. 
Latter  Day   LyHcs.     Edited  by  W. 

Oavkmport  AnAUS. 
Quips  and  Quiddities.     Selected  by 

W.  DAVtKroRT    AOAMS. 

The  Agony  Column  of  "  The  Times,'* 
Irum  tKoo  10  i!f70.  Kdtted,  wttii  .«ii 
ritrotiuclion,  by  .^LtcK  Cl*v. 

Balzac's  "Comodlc  Humalne"and 
\\%  Author.      With  Traa»taiioas  by 

II.  H.  W.»LKk(.. 


Mattair  LnutAKf,  eetOinual— 
Melancholy  Anktomlsed:  A  Pofmlar 

Abrtdt.'int;iil  of    "  Diirlon'i  Anatomy 

oi    Mftancholy." 
Gattronomy   m«    a    Fine    Art.      By 

Brii.i.aT'Savakis. 
The  Speeches  of  Charles  Dickens. 
Literary  Frivolities.  Fftncies,  Follies, 

and  Frolics.     Uy  W.  T.  Uod&on. 
Pootioal  Ingenuities  and  Eccentrlcl 

tlee.    Selected  aiid  Edited  by  W.  T. 

DOBSOK. 

Th«  Cupboard  Paper*.    By  Fin-Bec. 

Original  Plays  by  W.  S.  Gilbfrt. 
First  Shkics.  Cotitaicini;:  The 
\Vicke<!  World  —  Pjrpnalton  and 
Galatra— Clmrily  —  The  FriDccs« — 
Tlw  Palace  of  Truth— Trial  by  Jury. 

Original  Piaya  by  W.  S.  Gilbert. 
Skcohd  Suries.  Contaitiiag :  Broken 
Hearts  —  Engaee'I  —  Swefthcarts  — 
Crrtchen— ninl  Druce— Tom  Cobb 
— H.M.S.  rinaforii  —  The  Sorcerer 
—The  Pirate*  of  Tenrajicc. 

Animals  and  Iheir  Maatera. 
Arthlr  HeLr». 

CuplosUlea  of  Critlolam.  By  Hemrv 
J.  Jehsings. 

The  Autocrat  of  tha  BPoakfkstTable. 
Hy  Oliver  Wehuell  Ilr>tUfc&.  Il- 
lustrated by  J.  GOKUOM  TllOMIiOK, 

Pencil  and  Palette.  By  Kobeat 
KaMrr, 

Clerical  Anecdota*.    By  Jacob  Lar- 

WOOD. 

Forensic  Anacdotea:  or.  Humour  and 
Curiohilirs  of  the  I^w  aod  Men  of 
I^w.    15y  Jacob  Lar^vooo. 

Theatrical  Anecdotea.  By  Jacob 
Lahwood. 

Carols  of  Cockayne.    By  lltRav  S. 

I.KIGH. 

Joux  d'Eaprlt.    Edited  by  Hcnkv  S. 

LeicH. 
True  History  of  Joshua  Davidson. 

liy  E.  i-wn  LiKTow. 
Witch  Storlea.    By  £.  Lykn  Linton. 
Pastimes  and  Playera.     By  Robert 

MACr,kJ:GOR. 

The    New    Paul    and  Virginia.     By 

W.  H.  Mai.lock. 
The  New  Republic.    Dy  VV.  ?l.  Mal- 

LorK. 
Muses   of   Mayfalr.     Edited  by    H. 

CHOLMOSnclJtT-PEHKELL. 

Thoraau :   H'l  Life  and  Aimt.     By 

H.  A.  Pace. 
Puck  on  Pegaaua.  fiy  M.CHnLWOHOL- 

punlana.  By  ibc  Hon. Hugh  Rowxxv. 


MIddiemass  (Jean),  Novels  by: 

Touch  and  Oo.  Crown  &vo,  cloth 
c.^lra.  3i.  6d. ;  post  Dvo,  illustrsied 
boards,  Si. 

Mr.  Dorllllon.  Post  8va,  illoslrated 
boards,  2l. 

Miller. —  Physiology   for   the 

Young:  or,  The  House  of  Life;  Hu- 
man Fnyiitoloii^,  with  ita  spplicalion 
to  ibe  PrescrvatJan  of  Health.  For 
use  in  Clauet  and  Popular  ReadtnK- 
With  numcTOu«  llluvlratinns.  By  Mr<^. 
r.  Fknwick  MiM.F.H.  Small  &vo,  cloth 
limp,  as.  6d. 

Milton  (J.  U).  Works  by: 

The  Hygiene  of  tha  Skin.  A  Concise 
Set  ol  Rules  ioi  the  ManSKCOieat  oi 
Ibc  Skin;  with  Directions  for  Diet, 
WincA,  Soaps,  Baths,  Otc.  Small  Hvo. 
li. ;  clotb  cTtra,  li.  Od. 

The  Bath  In  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 
Small  6vo,  U.;  cloth  eKira,  Is.  6cl. 

The  Lawa  of  Lifts,  and  their  Relation 
to  Diseases  of  the  SIdn.  Small  Ifvo, 
la. :  doth  sxtra,  Is.  fld. 


MoncrletT.  —  The  Abdication; 

or,  Time  Tries  All.  An  Historical 
I)r.una.  Hy  W.  D.  Scorr-MoxcRicrr. 
With  Seven  Elchint{s  byJoHM  PErnR, 
R  A..  W.  Q.  ORriiAJtu(.ON.  R.A.,  J. 
MacVVhirter,  A.R.A  .Colin  Hl'kirr, 
R.  MArsETH.and  Tum  Graham.  l.arge 
4to.  bound  in  buckram,  ail. 

Murray  (D.  Christie),  Novels 

by: 

A  Life's  Atonement.  Crown 9vo,  cloth 

rxtr.i.  38    Sd. ;    poAt  S\o,  illustraled 

boards.  28. 
Joseph's  Coat.   With  Itlnstrations  by 

I-.  HAn.xAKU.  Crown  8vo, cloth  eaira 

3a  6d. 
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BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY 


R.  A.  Proctor's  Works,  eontiniitd— 
OurPlaca  among  InAnltlea:  A  Series 

of    Essays    oonlrasliai!    our    Little 

Abode  in  Sp«ce  and  Time  with  tbe 

iTiGnities  Aronnd  as.      Crown  8vo, 

cloth  Clint,  6l. 
Th«  Cxpano*  of  Heaven :   A  Series 

of  EBSd>5  on   the   Woitderv  oi  the 

FirauiincDt.    Cr.  8%o.  cloth  extra,  Si. 
Saturn  and  Us  System-     New  and 

Rev^tl  Edilton.with  ij  Stoct  IMaics. 

DcxnySvo,  cloth  uxtra.  lOl.  Od. 
The  Or«at    Pyramid.  Observatory, 

Tomb,  and    I'cmplc.       W4th   lllus- 

tratioas.    Crown  avo,  cloth  extra,  6a. 
Mysteries  of  Tims  and  Space.    With 

lIIiTSintions.       Crowa     8vo,    cloth 

cxira,  7i.  Bd. 
Wages     and     Wants     of     Soisncc 

workers.    Crown  ivo,  Is-  9d. 

PyrotechnlBt»Tpea8ury(Tho): 

or,  Cotnplcto  Art  at  Makinij  Kircwoi  ka. 
ByTHOMA-j  Kkwtish.  With  numerous 
(llaftiraiions.  Crowa  Bvo,  cloth  tuua. 
41.  id.  

Rabelais'    Works.       Faithfully 

Tranalsted  from  the  l-renrh,  wiili 
varioium  Notes,  and  naiticrons  charac- 
teristic lIlaiiraiioDS  by  Custavk 
Dose.    Crown  8vo,  doth  extra,  1».  6(L 

Ramboason.— Popular  Astro- 
nomy. By  J.  RAsrBossoM,  Laureate 
ol  the  iD&tnute  of  Prance.  TrsD&- 
latcd  by  C.  B.  Pitmas.  Crown  8vo, 
cloth  ffii\,  with  niiniciuiia  Illastrattonv 
and  a  bcaulUuUy  executed  Chart  ol 
Spectra.  7i.  6d. 

Readers  Handbook  (The)  of 
Allualons,  References,  Plots,  and 
Stories.  By  the  Kcv.  Dr.  Bkkwhr. 
TbinJ  Edition,  rovisod  throughout, 
with  a  New  Appendix,  coniaiaine  a 
CoMri.ETE  English  Biiii.ioGnAi>HV. 
Crown  bvo,  1,400  pages,  cloth  extra, 
7ft.  fid. 


Reade  (Charles.  D.C.L.),  Novels 

by.       Each     poiit    8vo.     tit  utt  rated 
hoards,    2t.;    or    rfown    Svo,  cloth 
oxint.  Illustrated,  3s.  gd. 
Peg  WofTlngton.     Illustrated  by  S.  L. 

Flt.085,  A  ltu\. 

Christls  Johnstono.  Illuitrated  by 
WiLMAU  Shall. 

It  Is  Never  Too  Late  to  Mend.  Il- 
lustrated by  G.  J.  I'iMnEi.L. 

The  Course  of  True  Lovs  Never  did 
run  Smooth.  Illattrated  by  Hklkn 
I'ATrisort. 
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Charlu  Rxadl's  NovrLS,  coafii 

Th«  Autoblogrmphyof  a  Thlvf;  Jack 

of  all  Trades;  and  Jamas  t_ambcff^ 

Illustrated  by  Matt  STittrcii. 
Love  ma  Little,  Love  me  Long.    11- 

luslraied  l)y  M.  Lllkk  EovkAitos. 
Th«    Double    Marriage.     IUuslrale«l 

by  Sir    Johk    Gilblkt,  U.A.,  aod 

CitARLIlfi  Kkisf.. 
The  Cloister  and   the  HeSLfth.     Il- 
lustrated by  CnAKLEii  Kcri«K. 
Hard    Cash.      Illusixaked  by   P.  W. 

Lawson. 
Grlfflth  Gaunt-    lUustrated  by  S.  L, 

FiLDEs,  A.R.A.,  and  Wy,  Shall. 
Foul   Ploy.    ItluKtrated    by    Gsokgk 

Du  Mal-r:lr., 
Put   Yourself  ;n   His  Plaoa.    Illai- 

tratcd  by  Korcht  Daukls. 
A  Terrible  Temptation.    lltuKirated 

l-y    Edv>aro    HioHks  aiid   A.  W. 

CoorER. 
Th«    Wandering    Heir.      UluatraleJ 

by  Hllln   I'ATt:R&o»i,  S.  L.  riLbJCS, 

A.lLA.,CHAiit.iLiCRzaMf  and  Ukmsit 

Woods,  A.RA. 
A   Simpleton,     tlltutrsled  by  Kati 

CHAUrUBt'. 

A     Woman  Hater.       [llaslratcd     by 

THOS.    COLlInKKt'. 

Readlana.  With  a  Steel  Plate  PortiBtt 

of  OlARLSi  IUadi. 
A    New    Collection    of   Stories.      In 

Three  Vols.,  crown  Svo.  [I'rfftanae. 

Richardson.  —  A    Ministry   of 

H«Alth,  iuid  other    Paputs.     Dy  Brv- 
JAMIM    WaOO    RtCllAkliSON,    U.D.&c 

Crown  6vo,  cloth  oitra,  6ft. 

Riddell  (Mrs.  J.  H.),  Novel«  t^: 
Her  MotheKs  Darling.    Crown  Svo, 

cloth  extra.  II.  fid. ;  post  ^o,  iltus- 

ttati'il  boariU,  21. 
The  Prince  of  Wales's  Garden  Party. 

and  other  StoiirS.     With  a  Fronti»- 

piece  by  M.  Ellks  Edwards.  Crown 

tlvo.  cloth  extra.  Si.  fid. 

Rimmer  (Alfred).  Works  by  : 

Our  Old  Countnr  Towns.  DyALFmi:D 
KiMMCU  With  o*.cr  50  lllu»Uaiioni 
by  the  Author.  Squurc  gvo,  cloth 
extra.  Kill.  lOi.  fid. 

nambles  Round  Eton  and  Harpb^^. 
Hy  At.FRr.D  RtuuKR.  With  jo  lUu«- 
traiions  l;y  the  Aatbor  5>iuarc  Svo. 
cloth  cili.lOs  6d. 

About  England  with  Dickena.  With 
kII  !llu«itatioas  by  Alfri^p  Rihhks 
andC.  A.VAMnRRHOO».  Sqnsrv^vo, 
cloth  ^t,  lOs.  fid. 


CHATTO  &'   n'fNDUS,  PICCADILLY, 
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Poblnson  (F.  W),  Novels  by: 

Women    are    StranBo.   &c.      Three 

\"ol5..  crnwii  bvo,  31*.  64. 
The  HandB  of  Justloo.  Tbreo  VoU., 

crown  ttvo.  31t.  ficL 

Robinson.— The   Poets'   Birds. 

liy  HliiL  RoiiiKSOX,Authorof  "Noah'B 
Ark,'  iic.    Cr.  8vo,  cloth  «ira,  7i.  6d. 

Robinson  Crusoe:  A  beautiful 
reprodaction  of  Major's  Edition,  witli 
37  Woodcuts  anil  Two  Steel  Piatis  bv 
GEOkGK  Gnu  I  M^HAXK, choicely  prinlco. 
CrowQ  Hvo.  clotb  extra,  7t.  6d.  A  fbw 
LATge-Papcr  copi»;a,  printed  on  hatid- 
mnde  lUfwr,  with  India  pro(>f%  of  (Itc 
niu:^irjt>oas,  prici;36s.  {In  pttparahoit. 

Rochefoucauld's  Maxims  and 

Moml  Renectlona.  With  Notes,  and 
sn  iDitoductory  Essay  by  Sainte- 
Ueuvc.     Post  bvo,  cloth  liiup,  2s. 


Roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  The;  or, 

A  List  of  tho  Principal  Warriors  who 
CAtne  over  from  Normandy  with  Wil- 
ham  the  Conqueror,  and  Settled  in 
this  Country,  •k.u.  1066-7.  With  the 
(iriiifiual  Arms  eoiblafoued  in  Gold 
and  Loiours.  llaadsomcly  (>riuted, 
prict  St. 

Ross— Behind  a  BrassKnocker: 

Sonio  Glim  Realities  in  Picture  ami 
Prose,  By  Fhrd.  Darnaru  miil  C.  W. 
RosH.  Diimy  Bva,  cloth  extrd,  with 
30  lull-page  Drawiat;s.  lOs.  6d. 

Rowley  (Hon.  Hugh), Works  by: 
Post  8vo.  cloth  limp.  2s.  Od  each. 
Punliina  ;  Riddles  and  Jokos.     Witti 

numerous  lUuitr^iiions. 
Mora  Punlano.  PrufuKely  Illmlratccl, 

Sala.— Qasltght  and  Daylight. 
By  CtoKOB  AuGi'STL'<;  Sala.  Post 
Stq,  illustrated  boaids,  3>. 


Sanson. — Seven    Generations 

of  Executioners:  Memoirs  o(  tliv 
S.in>on  FjuiiLj'  (16SS  tu  11^7).  Ediic-tl 
hy  IIknxv  Saksom.  Crown  Svo,  cloth 
extra,  3t.6d. 

Saunders  (John),  Novels  by: 

Crown  ii\-o,  cloih  t.ttra,  3s  6d,  f^ach  :  or 
post  2VO,  illustrated  boards,  28.  each. 
Bound  to  the  Wheel. 
On*  Agulnst  tha  World. 
Guy  Watttrman. 
Thw  tlon  tn  tho  Path. 
The  Two  Dreamops. 


Scott  (Sir  Walter!.— The  Lady 

or  the  Lake.  With  i so  fine  Itlu'-tra* 
tioiib.  ^uudl  4to,  ptQo-woud  bmding, 
168. 

■■  Secret  Out "  Series,  The  : 

Crown  bvo,  cloth  extra,  profusely 
Illustrated,  4t.  61.  each. 

The  Secret  Out:  One  Thousnnil 
Tricks  with  Cards,  Miid  other  Ke- 
cicaiions;  with  Enteiiaiuintt  Export*' 
mtrnis  in  Dn<wiriK*rooio  i>r  "White 
MaKic."  By  W.  H.  Ckkhilh.  300 
En  Ravines. 

The  Pyrotechnist's  Tmesury ;  or. 
Complete  Art  of  Mnki«c  t'ucwurkb. 
By  Tmomas  KBSTtaii.  Willi  riDincr- 
uus  Illii!>traticns. 

The  Art  of  Amusing :  .\  Cnllrctfott  of 
Grjcfiu).\rts,C4i»t:>s,Trt(.'ks,Puxiles, 
ami  ClMr^dcs.  By  I-'kank  Bcllcw. 
Willi  jou  Illustrations. 

Hanky-Pttnky :  Verv  K.*sy  Tricks, 
Veiy  Difficult  Tricks,  Whitt-  Magic, 
Steitiht  ol  Hand.  Edited  hy  W.  11. 
CRSMj:n.    Wlih  aoo  Illustrations. 

The  Merry  Circle:  A  Book  of  New 
Intellectual  Games  and  Amusements. 
By  Clara  Blllkw.     Many  Illusts, 

Magician's  Own  Book:  Pcrfoniunccs 
with  Ciii>s  and  Balls,  E;^s  Hats, 
Hamlkrichiefs,  &■?.  All  from  iictual 
Experience.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Ckk- 
utiH.    sw  Illustratiuns. 

Magic  No  Mystery :  Tricks  with 
Card.^,  Dice,  Halls,  Ac,  with  fully 
dcficriplivp  Directions;  the  .\n  of 
Se<-.rrt  Wriling;  Tminiog  of  Per- 
forming Animals,  &c.  Coloured 
Frontispiece  and  many  lllustraiions 

Senior  (William),  Works  by  : 

Travel  and  Trout  In  the  Antlpodea. 

Crown  tjvo.  cloth  estru,  8s. 
By  Stream  and  Sea.    Post  8vo,  clotb 

limp.  2s.  6d. 

Shakespeare : 

The  First  Folio  9hakeapeare.-MK. 
William  SMAKRhrtivurS  CniitfnIioiLi 
Histories, and  Trafjelit-s.  Published^ 
accordingtoibc  true  Orti^inoll  Copies. ' 
London.  Printed  by  Iskac  UccsaD  i 
and  En.  Blount,  ifiaj  — A  Repr»>i 
dnctlon  of  the  extrcmclyrarc  oriemal, 
lo  reduced  facsimile,  by  a  pholoKTs- 
phic  process— ensuring  the  strictest 
accuracy  in  every  dtUil.  Stnall  8vo, 
balf-RoxburKhe.7s.6d. 

The  Lansdowne  Shakespeare.  Bcao* 
tifully  printed  in  red  and  black,  tn 
Kmall  but  very  clear  type.  With 
pneravcd  facsimile  of  DitoiiSMui,  t"s 
Portrait.  Post  tJvo.cloih  ettra,  7«.6d. 


Taylor's      fTom)      Historical 

Df«ma«:  ^' ClAocarty,"  "  Jeanno 
Dare,"  "'Twill  Axe  and  Cli^wn,*' 
••The  Fool's  Revenge,"  "  Arkwright's 
Wife,"  "Anno  Boleyn,"  "Plot  aj»d 
Pawion.**  One  Vol,,  crown  8vo,  cloUi 
extra.  7s.  Od. 

'•*  The  PU)r4  may  also  be  bod  «epa> 
ratcly,  at  li.  each. 

Thackenayana:  Notes  and  Anec- 
doirv  [llukiraicil  liy  Hundred*  of 
SkeichM  by  William  Makkpeacr 
Thacrciut,  dcpictiDi:  Humorous 
litcidtratt  in  bi»  Schoot-lite,  and 
Favourite  Cbaraclers  in  the  b«>Qk&  of 
bis  cvcry-day  readinj;.  Wiib  Coloured 
Frontispiece.  Crown  Svo,  cloib  extra, 
Tafid. 


Thomas  (Bertha),  Novels  by 

Each  crown  Svo,  cloth  extra,  3i.  Gd. ;  or 
post  8vo,  illustrated  boards,  St, 
CrOBtlda. 
Ppoud  Malalfl. 
Th«  Violin  P1ay«r. 


Thomson's  Seasons  and  Castle 

of  Indolence.  With  »  Biugra|ih)cal 
and  Critical  Introduction  by  Allan 
CuHKiNGHAu,  aod  over  50  6nc  IHustra- 
tions  on  Sicrl  and  Wood.  Cravra  8vD, 
clolh  extra,  |;ilt  rdfte^,  7*.  6d. 

Thornbury    (Walter),    Works 

by: 

Haunted  London,  Lditod  by  Ed- 
ward WAcroHU,  M.A.  With  Illus- 
trations by  F.  W.  Fairholt.  F.S.A. 
Crown  Svo.  cloth  cxtr.i,  7i.  fid. 

Th«  Life  mnd  Correepondence  of 
J.  M.  W.  Turner.  Founded  upon 
I^lttr^  and  Papers  furnixhcd  by  hi.t 
Friends  and  fullow  A  cadi- in  ic  tans. 
With  nuuierouk  ]|lustTation&  in 
(rolours,  lacuniilfsl  from  Turner's 
OtitiinaJ  Dr^winics.  Crown  ivo,  cloth 
cxtm.  7s.  fid. 

Old  Stories  Re  told.  Post  Svo,  cloib 
liiiili,  2s.  fid. 

Taica  for  the  Marines.  Poal  8to, 
Illustrated  boards,  It. 


Timbs  (John).  Works  by: 

The  History  of  Clubs  end  Club  Life 
In  London.  With  AnecdolL'^  of  its 
Famous  Coffoe-hoii»e»,  Ho«trlnes, 
aod  Taverns.  VVitb  duuuiiouk  IDuw 
iraiions.  Crown  8v-o<  cktlb  CKlra. 
7i  M. 


Trollope  ^Anthony),  Novels  by: 

The  Way  We  Live  Now.    Wiib  II 

tiAlions.      Crown    aro.    clolh   rxtra, 

36.  6d. ;  post  Svo.  illuii.  boardtt,  3l. 
Th«  American  Senator.    Crown  Svo. 

cloth  oit(,i,  3s.  fid  ,  post  Evo.  ill4»< 

iratcd  boaidii.  2i. 
Kept   In  the  Dark.    With  a  Fro«tl>«^- 

piece  by  ].  E.  Mii.lais.  K.A.    *i  wo 

Vols.,  post  Evo.  ISm. 
Freu  Frohmonn,  Ac.    With  FtOtHii- 

ptece.  Crown  Svo.  clolh  extra.  Se.  S«l. 
Marlon  Fay.  Cr.  Cvo,  cl.  extra,  Is.  Sd- 
ivtr.  Scarborouch's  Family.     Tlirce 

Vult.,  crown  Svo,  31s   fid- 

Trollope  (T.  A.)— Diamond  Cut 

Diamond,  and  other  Stories.  By 
Thomas  AooLPHuri  TROLLors.  Crown 
Svo,  dull  i-itra.  3S-  fid.;  post  8*0^ 
illostratcd  board*,  2s. 

Turners  Rivers  of  England: 

Sixteen  Drawini^  by  1.  M.  W.TuR»»f:«, 
R.A.,  and  Three  by^THOMAs  Giktin, 
Mcxzoiinted  by  Thomas  Lurrox, 
Charlks    Tdrmsr,   and     other    Ea- 

fravcTi.  With  Descriptions  by  Mrs. 
lorLAND.  A  New  Kditton,  reproduced 
by  HctionTiiph.  Edited  by  W.  C'>SMO 
MoKKMousK,  Author  of  "Tlie  Lite  o4 
Tumor  "  in  the  "  Great  Arti&ts  "  Series 
Large  lolio,  Sit.  fid.  [Skortly. 

Tytler  (Sarah),  Novels  by: 
What  She  Came  Through.  Crown 
8vo.  clolh  exira,  3s.  fid.  ,  pojl  £vo. 
illustrated  hoards,  2s 
The  Brfde'a  Pass.  With  a  Frontis- 
piece by  P.  MapNab.  Crown  Svo, 
cloib  extra,  38  00. 


Van  Laun.— History  of  French 
Literature.  By  Hfnr?  Vak  L*t.i?(. 
Contplet«  ID  Three  Voli.,  demy  Cvo, 
cloth  boards.  22b.  fid. 


Villarl.  — A    Double    Bond:    A 
Story.      By  Lihda  Villari.      Fcap. 

8vo,  picture  cover,  Is. 
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Walcott.— Church  Work   and 

Life  In  EnslUh  MIntten;  and  tbe 
LiigtUb  bTitiiri)t'«  Monasticoo.  By  the 
Rev.  MACkCriric  E.  C.  Walcott.  H.D. 
Two  Vol*,,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra, 
witli  Map  aad  Groand-PUas.  lit. 


WalfoPd.— The  County   Faml- 

llMof  tha  Unttcd  Kingdom.  B^  Eu- 
»'AHD  Walfqud.  M.A.  ConUioioK 
Notices  0(  (he  Desceot,  Birth,  Mar- 
riaKe.  Education,  &c.,  of  more  thiin 
ii,ODodiitinitui5)icd  Heads  of  Families, 
their  Heir-i  Apparent  or  Presuinptivc, 
(he  Offices  thcjr  hold  or  have  held, 
their  Town  and  Country  Addresses, 
Clubft.  &r.  The  TmMity-ihird  AiinuAl 
Edition,  for  i6H],  cloth,  full  gilt.  fiOB. 


Walton  and  Cotton's  Complete 

Angler;  or.  The  Contemplative  Man's 
R(.*creati3n ;  beini;  a  Discouno  of 
Rivera,  Fishponds,  Fish  and  Pi&hing, 
written  by  Ijcaak  Walton;  and  In* 
siructions  bow  to  AhrIc  for  a  Trout  or 
GraylJni!  in  a  clear  Stream,  by  CHAtttEs 
CoTTDM.  With  OnKinal  Mcmotn  and 
Notes  by  Sir  IIakris  Nicolas,  and 
61  Copperplate  Illustrailoas.  Large 
crown  8vo,  doth  aatiquc,  7I.M. 


Wanderer's  Library,  The: 

Crown  Svo.  clolli  extra,  3».  fid.  each. 

Wftnderlnae  In  Patagonia;  or.  Life 
anions  ine  Ostrich  Hunters.  By 
Julius  Bchruohm.    Illufitrated. 

Camp  Notes:  Slorfes  of  Sport  and 
Adventure  in  A<ift.  Africa,  and 
America.     By  Fbt-dehick  Boylk. 

Savage  Life.    By  FfiiiDEKirK  BevLK. 

Merria  England  In  the  Olden  Tlme< 
ByGsoRaR  Uanifl.  With  lUuiifra- 
tiona  by  RotiT.  Cruikshank. 

Circus  Life  and  Circus  Celebrities. 

By  Thomas  Frost. 
The   Lives  of   the   Corvlurers.    By 

Thomas  Fpiost. 
The    Old   Showmen    and    tha    Old 

London  Fairs.    By  Thomas  FiOiiT. 
Low  Life  Deeps.     An  Account  of  the 

Stranjte  Fish  to  be  foiuid  there.    By 

James  Grebkwood. 

The  WItds  of   London.     By  Jahks 

GRCtiNWOOO. 

Tunis:    The  I-and  and   the   People. 

By   the   Cbcvftlicr   do   Hesse-War- 

TCGO.    With  33  IlluatrattoDs. 
The  Life  and  Adventures  of  a  Cheap 

Jack.     By    One    of    the    Fraternity. 

Edited  by  Ciiarlbs  Hikdlcv. 


The  World  Behind  tho  Scenes.  By 
Percy  Fixxokrald. 

Tavern  Anecdotes  and  Sayings: 
Including  ibe  Ongin  of  Sitjtis,  and 
KcuiiniMrences  connected  with  Ta- 
verns. CofTce  Houses,  Clubs.  &c. 
ByCHARLEs  HiKDLsr.  With  Illus- 
trations. 

The  Oenial  Showman:  Life  and  Ad- 
ventures of  Artemus  Ward.  ByE,  P. 
HiNCsro».    With  a  Frontispiece. 

The  Story  of  the  London  Parks. 
By  Jacob  LabwooD-     With  lllusis. 

London  Characters.  By  Hi^mkv  Mav- 
HEW.     ItUiSiralcd 

Seven  Qeneratlonsof  Executioners: 
Memoirs  of  the  Sanson  Family 
litM  to  1II47].      Ldited  by  Kxkky 

SA.NSOM. 

Summer  Cruising  In  the  South 
Seas.  Bv  Charlfs  Wahren  Stoo- 
UARD.    Itlu&t.  by  WAi.i.ia  Mackav, 

Warrants,  &o.  :— 

Wairant  to  Execute  Charles  I.  An 
exact  Facsimile,  wiili  the  Fifty  nine 
Sijjnatures,  and  correspoudin);  Seals. 
Carefully  printed  on  paper  to  irnilate 
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The  Two  Dcatlnles. 
The  Haunted   Hotel. 
The  Fallen  Leave*. 
Jezebel's  Daughter. 
Tha  BlackiRotw 

BY  MORTIMER  COLLINS. 
SwMt  Anne  Page. 
Transmigration. 
From  Midnight  to  Midnight. 
A  Fight  with  Fortuna. 

BY  UORTDSBR   ASD   FRA\CES 

COLLINS. 
Sweet  and  Twenty. 
Francos. 

Blacksmith  and  Scholar. 
The  Village  Comedy. 
You  Play  rne  False. 

BY  DUTTON  CCOK. 
Lm>. 
Paul  Foster's  Daughter. 

BY  y.  LEITJI  DERWEST, 
Our  Lady  of  Tears. 

BY  CHARLFS  DtCKENS. 
Sketches  by  Boz. 
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